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SECRET 

significant 

intelligence 

on space 

developments 

.and trends 

Reece Satellites Cosmos 132 Launched, 

No. 131 De..-oroited, with 1-Day Overlap 


The Soviets launched Cosmos 132, which has been as s essed as a 
reconnaissance satellite , from the Tyurat~m Missile T e st Range. T he 
vehicle was l aunched a t Gt.bout 08002 1 19 November , n.r~arly :Zl h ours before 
Cosmos 131, anothe.r r~cce sat~ll#e, was de-orbite~L This is the tb,ir9. 
time that ~he Soviets liave .had .2 reconnaissance sa-te llites aloft s imultaneously, . 
all 3 instances occ::urring this year. This overlap of orb~tal tim e of r ecce 
sa:tel~ites usually mea11·s that th·e_l.~Wl·ch of the fir-st was de layed while the 
second was launched more or less ~ on sched,ule. In all 3 cases, the apparently 
delayed l a unch occurred at Plesets'k, .which has- hati much less laun~h exper­
ience than Ty:trratam. 

C osmo~ 132 1 s n:1ission is believed te include, m~diurn~ resolutio-n 
photorec.c e . It is in an. orbit of 65 degrees inclination; and it will probably . 
b-e -de-orbited on 27 November. 

Cosmos 131, which was launched from a pad at t'b.e .o perat i o:hal ICBM 
complex at Plesetsk, at about 0951Z, 12 Novembert was de-orbited at about 
04542, 20 Nov-ember, probably impacting in the USSR som.etirn e betwe.en 
0509Z and 05142. Its mission included high-res,olution photore~on~ais $ ance~ 

(NORAD) 
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