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COSMGS 133 PROBABLY TESTED PAYLOJ\D. TO BE
USED IN MANNED FLIGHTS OF FUTURE
Probably for circumiunar flght,
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followmg para,meters

Inclination
Period
Apogee.
Perigee

i

1mpactmg in 'L'he USS& at a.bqut »1150:21 «3‘

Radar ngnature analys:.s also xndma es that t
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vehicle's short life also argues against this mission, Similarly, numerous
other missions, such as communications-relay, navigational-aid, weather,
geodesy, and reconnaissance, can be discounted -- again, because of the
spacecraft's low orbit or short life, oxh'c,ith. - De~orbit also automatically
rules out the possibility that Cosmos 133 was a deep-space probe of any type.
Cosmos 133 is believed to have been the prototype or precursor of

a new, large Soviet spacecraft which will be multimanned and will figure in
the Soviet lunar program. The short orbital life of Cosmos 133 suggests a
similarity to Cosmos 47, which was the precursor of Voskhod 2, the Soviets'
first multimanned space vehicle,

: Several features of Cosmos 133 suggest that the final design vehicle
will be manned:

* The de~orbit of Cosmos 133,

® The large size of that vehicle,
] The apparent use of video similar to that used previously

on Soviet manned vehicles and their precursors.
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A lunar association is sugge‘sted by:

. & - The orbital mclmatmn of 52 degrees, which has been charac-
teristic of the pa,r‘king orbit of all Soviet lunar probes of the
past year,

] The low apogee and perlgee, which are suggestwe of &
parking orbit.
© The launch time comcxdes closely wrﬁh the Iunar launch

windows of the next four months,

NORAD believes that the mission of Cosmos 133 was to test a new
manned-type vehicle which is mtended for future Soviet multimanned circum-
lunar flights,
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