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Portion identified as non
responsive to the appeal 

PeltieR ilieAti~ieli as ABA I 
. . responsive to the appeal .I- I 

RECCE SATELLI TE COSMOS 138 DF.-ORBJTED 
ROUTINELY 

After 125 re v o lu tions. 
RV OF COSMOS 139, POSSIBLE ORBITAL BOMB 
SYSTEM, MAY HAVE BEE:.l DE -ORB!TED 
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signif icant 

intelligence 

on space 

develop ments 

and tren ds 
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Reece Satellite Cosmos 138 
De-orbited Routinely 

Cosmos 138, the Soviet s 1 first military reconnaissanc e s atellite of 
1967, was d e -orbited on 27 J a nuary during the early part of Rev 125, about 

8 d a ys after launch. It probably impact~d in the USSR at about 0630Z. 


( ORAD) 
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.a1..secret ------------------------------------------------~¥.~~ 
RV of Cosmos 139, Possible Orbital 
Bomb System, May Have Been De-orbited 

Radar data indicates that the pay load o f Cosmos 139, which the Soviets 
<:t.nnounced a s a research sate llit e but is b elieved to h a v e been a test of an or
b i tal bombardment system, may have made a succes s ful r e-entry after com
pleting one r evolution around the_ E a rth. T he vehicle was launched f rom the 
T yuratam M iss ile T e st Range a t about 13552, 25 January; retr ofire oc c. ured 
at about l526Z (9 1 minutes lat e r). T r a jectory a nalysis i n dicates that the 
point o f ballistic i m p a ct w ould have been in the vicinity of 48N-53E , that is, 
in a n impa ct area for short-range ballistic 1nissiles launched from the 
Kapust i n Ya r Missile T e st R a nge. 

A numb e r of. smalle r obj~cts s e emed to separate from the payload 
toward t h e e nd of the RV (re- entry vehicle) t rack. These could have been ob
jects produced by the s e paration of the retro package or they could have b*':" e n 
term inal penetration aid s. 

It would thus a ppear that t his t e st was successful, at l e ast from the 
'3 t anrlp oi.":lt of launc h and de - orbit. The two pr e vious appa rent t ests of an 
orbital bombardment s ystem to full orbital r ange fa iled w h en t he payloads 
a ppa r e ntly explode d or disinteg r ated . Cosmos 1 39 1 s orbit was unus ually low. 
Parameters have b een reported as f o llow s: 

By TASS By N ORAD Space 
Defens e Center 

Orbital inclination 
P e riod 
A pogee 
Perigee 

50 d e grees 
-------- 

210 kil om e t er s 
144 kilometers 

49. 7 degrees 
86. 91 minutes 
160.1 kilometers 
123. 5 kilom eters 

The propulsion s y s te rn for t his and preceding orbital bombardment 
te sts was the SL-11, which consists of the 2- stage SS- 9 ICBM a nd an added 
u ppe r stage . The SS-11 l aunch vehicle, the retro package, and the re-entry 
vehicle have b een d esignated the SS-X-6 system. 
(NO RAD) 
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