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Cosmos 142 B-elieved 
to Be Research Vehicle 

Cosmos 142, which the Soviets launch.cd from the K a p1,1s'tin Yar 
Missile Test R ange at about_1006Z, 14 Febr u a ry; is believe d t o b e a s ci<'!n ­
tiiic r e search vehicle , a s the Soviets claim. Seven vehicles of this ty-p _. 
ha ve been launched i.n 4 of the past 5 years. 
(NORAD) 
(a;gCRET) 
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Cosmos 140 De-orbited; Probably Test of 
Vehlcle for Manned Circumlunar Flight 

Cosmos 140. which the Soviet~ launched fi'om 'tyuratam. at a~out 
Q320Z, 7 February, was de-orbited 2 days later during the early part of 
Revolution 32. The spacecraft was launched by the SL-4 space-launch system, 
which comprises the SS-6 ICBM booster-sustainer- and the heavy Venik upper 
stage. 

The Cosmos 140 operation is r -eminiscent of that of Cosmos 133~ 
which was launched on 28 November 1966 anci recovered 2 days later on Rev­
olution 33. Both are believed to have been tests of a new recoverable space­
c:raft which. will probably be used for manned missions. 

Certain aspects of Cosmo-ses 133 and-140 suggest that the new space­
craft is -slated for a .manned circumlunar mission with return to Earth_. 

Both test vehicles apparently were eq~ipped with a restart ­• 
able en-gine. Suc-h an engine would be needed on a circu:znlunat' 
flight 	with Earth return, to -perform the three postulated in­
flight 	course co.rrections. 
Both test vehicl'es transmitted on telemetry Jrequencies which• 
have been used in the past by Soviet lunar probes. 

•· 	 Botb were injected into ·orbits with inclinations of a nominal 
52 de~ees, the' same inclinatiol.l _us d in the parking orbits of 
all lunar probes oi the pq.&t 15 months. 

It is suxrni~ed that the yehicle undergoing. test might be the well ­
known Voskhod Inafu"1-ed capsule, modified to c:arry 2: fT,Len on a cir·cum­
lunar £light lastil:lg 8 days. 

The launch vehicle for S\l.Ch a flight would be the SL-9, which has 
been used 4 times to laun-ch th.e li~ 2.:-metric-ton Proton payloads -- 3 times 
w ith success¥ l time ~successfully; The last f>roton launc-h occutred 6 
July 1966. 
(NORAD; FTD) 
(£EGRET NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION ---Releasable to. US, UK & Can~da) 
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