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Near-total Earth coverage afforded 4 times daily.
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. Cosmos 1 : Bty :
smce complex at ab 2502, 2° is a meteon 2 ilite:,
judging by its orbital charaemrwms and elm’:t : 5
Orbital parameters of the new vehicle h
NORAD Space Defense Center as follows:

been mﬁporteoﬁ by the

Period , 96,99 minutes

Apogee = ik 640,60 kxzamaﬁ%rs

e . - (345 n.m.)

Perigee <t w586, 35 kllamet&r&
' (314 n.m.)

‘ V , Inclination jj Bl. 19 degr&es :

B

The orbital altitude of over 3()0 n.m, and re}mwely circulax c;rbxt are
suitable for weather-type video, and the 81-degree inclination permits
: cmremga of practically the en‘ug*e earth twice each 24 hours, electronic
fransmissions :a.,ef similar to thoxe of prwmusiy launched’ Swwi: ‘weather
- satellites, e
_ Cosmos 156 was launched bv the §8-6 bos}atet sustainer and light
Lunik upper stage used in all Soviet weather satellite launches.
; The Soviets now have two meteorological satellites operating
simultaneously, psermﬁ:tmg coverage of the Earth twice each 12 hours;
the other vehicle is Cosmos 144, which was launched 28 February 1967,
Their orbits are nearly per;ﬁfzn&m‘ﬂar to each other,
' Weather satellites can help forecast optimurm dates and times
for launch of photoreconnaissance satellites and, in wartime, can supply
'intarnahonal weather data which is freely exchanged in peacetime ‘but
W ould not be avmla,bla durmg hostmues because of its cperatxonal utility,
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"Vostok! Rocket to Appear ai: Paris
Air Show, Says Newspaper 'Le Figaro'

The 4-5 March issue of the Paris newspaper Le Fxga;te {p. 26)
said;.

"One of the most exciting features of this year's Paris Air
Show at Le Bourget Field will be the rocket which boosted
the first manned space vehicle into orbit, It will be the
first public showing of the complete booster, which has
never been seen by Western specialists, The vehicle is
described as a 3-stage rocket 47 meters long and weighing
300 tons, It was first used by the Soviets in orbiting the
Vostok 1 with Yuny Gagarin on board," :

Le Figaro did not give the source of its information, so this
report is difficult to evaluate, Its credibility, however, is marred by
gome inaccuracies: , :

@ The SL-3, the launch system for the Vostoks, was first
used in the Lunik-series moon probes of 1958-1960,

e The quoted length of 47 meters (155, 1 feet) is believed
to be much too long for the SL-3. (The weight of 300 tons
is believed to be about 20% too heavy, assuming that the
vehicle is loaded with propellants and assuming the use of
metric tons, )

Nevertheless, there is a distinctpossibility tha.t the Soviets will
transport the SL-3 or some other space-launch vehicle to Paris, for
they have both the motivation and the means to do 80, Displaying the
vehicle at the Paris Air Show would stimulate world interest in Soviet
technical accomplishments and would please President de Gaulle
(whom the Soviets have been courting) because it would spur Air Show
attendance, The AN-22, which is to be shewn again at this year's
Paris Air Show, .could transport the SL-3 by making two trips. ¥FTD
has estimated (pp. 5-8, WIR 11/66) that the AN-22 could accommodate
the sustainer and two of the four boosters in one load, with the two
remaining boosters, and the Lunik upper stage making up the other load,

Considering the size and fragility of the SL-3 launch vehicle, it
is also possible that it might be brought to France in a suitable ship or
barge, In this mode of transportation, the velucle could enter France at
LeHavre and then be transported to Paris using the Seine River,

{Le Figaro; NORAD; FTD)
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