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Space.-Support Fleet Reing --­
Enlarged and Modernized _ _ 


.The Soviets are contin;uing t.o ex})a.nd and m.ode:rnize their wotld-wide 
fleet of i11strumentation ships which support SJ)ate ~perations and exte~ded­
range missile iiringp-. The 'ae<tive fleet, which augments the USSR-bast;d 
hacki,ng ;network, now consists o£ 15 ve.ssels, of which seven haV'e. be_en.added 
since laS:t fall. 

The latest additioh~ an elabo:i--ately instrumented ship, completed it,s. 
outfittin.g in Leningrad last mot;}th~ It is a l.;arg~;.,~'lia;~eh POLTAV_A-Class ;ca;~g.o 
ship-- believed to be tliJ.e:,GenieP,evsk -- equi;pp~tl . w::ithtwo 65-foot ra•r d~q1ee, ; 
one 25-t~ot dome, and smallte. l~metry re<::Je·i'\dng:, a-ilten~a.s. .Eac;h,.65-£oot detne 
coUld house a .r·ad,ar: neaxly twice as bl.g as the large61: Soviet shi,pbo:;-ne rad.a:-rs_. 
now ca.r,T:ied by two inst;r'\ll'heptation ship.s in the Pacific. thus c.:on-sidetab_\-y en­
hancing the capabilities o:f the apace .support flee-t. The new-ship is sinill:hl'r' in 
size and instrumentat_i~n to the-pew US space and missile tracking sh~ps, which 
als-o are merchant ships co~rverted especially to suppor:t the Apolio manned: . 
space program. (Drawi:p,g &photo on page 20~. ) . _ 

':the Genichevskis· a sister ship of the BezW,tsa, whtc.P, began its duties 
last Feb~~:ry anQ. i$ C\lrret;I:tly operating in the South Atlantic. -But neither the 
Bezh~t-s.a nor th~ $orovichi, another. of the seven lat¢st add.itions to this fle.et, 
is out!itt:ed with large radar antennas. .Photography o! the others is not :yet 
available, but at least so:n:x-e of tl;lern could be e-qqipped with advaQc.ed space- · 
tracking gear. 
(CIA) 
(SECRE'f) 

cosmos 159 May B:e Studying Van Allen 

Belts, Cosmos 165 the Aurora ·Borealis _ __ . _ 


Gosmos 1~9. whieb wa,s launcbed on 16·May f:rom Ttu~itam lrito a high 
and ve>ry eccetltric orbit . (~pogee -• . 6Q, 6oo~ 'k.nl (~~' $00 n.m~}, perigee 386 km 
{208 n. :m. )) is beli~ved to be collecting. da.ta on tlie Van Allen belts. This 
space-craft .penetrates the region Of high:est electio:n concentration o£ the belt 

-6­

WIR Z6/67 30 Jun 1967 

>i.- . 

http:advaQc.ed
http:ex})a.nd


-----------,.-~------------· 
!"' 

. j ._, 

~ y~.............~---------------------------~------------------ ~~ 


at least once each orbital period. The last known Soviet .sat ellites which 
measured electron concentrations in thes-e · region s w er e Electrons 2. and 4, 
launched in 1 9-64. 

C os mos 165, which was la:un:ehe(l "on 12 Jun_e from P lesetsk in to an ec­
centric o r bit (apoge e -- l 5 I 8 krn (813 n.m.)-t peri gee 181 k 1n (97 n.m.)} is 
belie v ed to·. be investigating sun spot activities and colle c ting data on the re­
lated aurora] phenome-na. Its pedgee lies in or near the zone of maximum 
occur renee of the aurora, and there is _an indication that it may carry suitable 
instrumentati on: Cosmos 165 resembles the Cosmos 123 payload, which in­
cluded ene rgetic-particle and infrared-radiation detecto r s. 
{FTD} 
(SECRET) 
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