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Cosmos 171, Called Research Craft

The orbital bombardment test vehicle (OB~1) which the Soviets
launched from Tyuratam at about 16052, 8 August (p. 8, WIR 32/67) has

. been named Cosmos 171 by the Soviets. and described as another in a series

of vehicles which is studying the near-Earth space environment, .

The Soviets have launched 11 of these vehicles since Deeemb&r 1965
--3 in a suborbital mode, 8 in an orbital mode.

The acceleration of OB-1 launches in recent weeks is de;ncted
in the chronological chart on page 29, :

It is not known yet whxch way the chxets wi}.l go £r0m here

® Whether they will freeze the desxgn and deploy i limxted
Tl B number of these vehicles operationally; or .
| ®- . Whethert ill use the OB-1 only as a basis for develnpmg
: : bital weapon systems, su¢h as multxp}e- or
b:.t \hombardment s:&’telhtes. :

ec aeutm

: I?I.VC of the @ight QB 1s launched in the 'past year have been g:wen
the Cc&mos designation -« Cosmos 139 (25 Jan 67), Cosmos 160 (17 May 67),
Cosmos 169 (17 Jul 67), Cosmos 270 (31 Jul 67), and Cosmos 1?1 {8 Aug 67).

{NORAD)

Cosmos 172 Launched Earlier in the Day
Than Any Other Soviet Recce Satellite

Cosmos 172, a Sovmt mxl‘.\tary reconnaissance satellite which was
launched from T yuratam at about 05452, 9 August, was launched earlier

in the day than any other Soviet recce satellite, {Last week's WIR .
erroneously reported that. launch time as2345Z, '8 August,) Actual Jaunch

 time was about 4 to 5 hom:s earher in the day than is normal for th:s time

of year,
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Space Status
Report

Following is the box
0900Z, 13 August 1967:

Payloads in Earth Orbit
Payloads in deep space *
Debris in Earth Orbit

Debris in deep space *

TOTALS
Payloads de-orbited

or decayed #
Debris decayed

TOTALS
GRAND TOTALS

1t

score of man-made objects in space as of

USA UK Can

Italy France USSR Total

248
17
752
i

1,034

242
379

621
1,655

3

1

4

4

2

2

4

!

1
=2

5
26

31

1
1
32

*Includes objects in heliocentric (Sun), selenocentric (Moon), and

barycentric (Earth-Moon) orbits, '
#Includes objects which have impacted on the Earth, Moon, and Venus.
(NORAD Space Defense Center)

(UNC LASSIFIED)

48 307

13 30
110 891
5 22
176 1,250
176 419
B69 I,249
1,045 1,668
1,221 2,918

—mecret
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Spiral Antennas (Arrows
Molniya Model Displayed at
Paris Air Show 1967 .
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