
~\~.._.. 

DECLASSIFIED UNDER AUTHORITY OF THE 
INTERAGENCY SECURITY CLASSIFICATION APPEALS PANEL, 
E.O. 13526, SECTION 5.3(b)(3) 

ISCAP APPEAL NO. 2009-068, document no. 198 
DECLASSIFICATION DATE: May 14,2015 

-.;::1-~~=F=::;:r-__J ' 

WJR 42/67 
20 <kt67 

SCANNED 'BY ACD 


-1 008 ­

'. 

· FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY . ~' 

Sf£ fNSfD£. COVEll FOR SAFEtU1ARDfNG SfUilf 

841967SECRET .I?EC'D. 



..f\, 

~ 
~ 

·e ~ 
C> 
"'-.) 

w
:B 

~~ 

J 7 

\S 

lS

)I) 

--

Portion identified as non­
responsive to the appeal 

COSMOS 1Sl .ANOTHEn M1Ll'fARY R£CCE 
S.ATELLLT£ 

The: 1 7th succcsllful oae of 1.'1.67. 
RECC.E: SA'I'E!,Ll'rE COSMOS ! 8Z Lt\lJNCHER 
E,A.RUJi;!;1 1N T.i-IE D.-I\¥ 'tHAN,QSUAL 

.	.M~y ha ·vc btt<IP r,; J.at.,d 'to unus.un.l mini!J, 

l=hes .. 
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MAJOR SPACE EV E NT' STI LL PENDL'IG; MAY 
OCCUR LATE THIS MO.~'!'H 

Ships s till <;>n ·otat o~, . a ppl<I'c"tly . 
UN.I.bENTl.FlED SPAG.I::CRAF'f LA11NGHE.D lNTO 
VERY ffiCH , NFY>Rl~Y ,VE.RTlCAL TRAJECTORY . 

Fir •t ve-rtical Ja\tncll. to a ltitud e' of libout 
4,-40'0 k.Uoll')£>tm,a. · 
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12 COV'EH: 'BAD{.i Elll- fll11bt i i,n e {from Red StaT-) 
{OI,"J."lCLAt, tiSE ONLY) 

N,<)11E: }.;age" Zij , 29, 3Z, 33 , 3 6, 37', 
and •to oi this i•s.uc ar" blanK. 
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and trends 

Cosmos 181 Another 
Mi Iitary Recce Satellite 

Cosmos lSl, which was launched fi-om the Pl.esetsk .space 
and missile compl.ex at about 1130Z, 11 Octob.er, carries a m.edium­
;rest;>lu.tion camera system and is an ELINT collector. Its orbit has an 
inclination oi about 65. 5 deg·rees to the Equator. 

This event was the ZOth Soviet recce ~atellite launch this yeaT, 
the l 7th successful one. It is th.e t,h.h:-d consecutive one to have a- m~diu:m­
resolution ph.otorecce mission. · 
(NORAD) 
(SECREr) 

Reece SateH ite COsmos 182 Launched 
Earlier in the Day than Usual 

Cosmos lBZ·, .a Soviet ·military reco~issance satellite ca.-trying 
a high..resolu:t~o;n car:p.erq. system was la;unched i.rQIP Tyuratam a.t abou-t 
0.759Z, 16 October, into an orbit with an inclih"at~o:n. o£ about 65 d-egrees. 
This launch time is about 3 hours earlier than is usual for a Soviet recce 
satellite launch at this tim.e o.f year. Reece satellite Cosmos 181 was 
launched from Plesetsk only 5 days earlier and was still :functioning 
properly on 16 Oc-tober.. This launch :follows the la.u.nch f:r.om Plesetsk 
of recce satellite Cosmo-s ~81 which wa~ still ix;t orbit and stiU functioning 
when Cosmos 18:2 was la'lUlChed. 

The circw:nstances su:rrouncHng the la~ches of Cosmos 182 
and of Cosmos 177 (17 .Sep:) are.. sirx:pilar in several res. pe~ts to thos,e 
.s.ur:rounding the launch of Cosmo$ 168 (4 July) and an a.bortive r-ec'ee 
satellite launch of Zl July: 
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All4 were r:ec~e ·sa.teUitea-. 
All were launched at unusually e·arl:y hours in the day. 
AU we:re la:\mched from Tyurata:rn. 
The firs:t satellite of each series (Cosmo-s 168, Co.~m-os 177) 
carried a: mediurn-.resoiution camera systems. 
The s-econd satellite of eac-h series ca;rriecl a 'high­
resolution came,X,a system. 
An i:l..liusual series oi mis-·stJ.e liiri,ngs oc¢ur:red between the 
first and second launch 1n eac·h o-£ the two postulated 
series: 

1) 	A salvo of s~veral ICBMs was launched from several 
diffe-rent ICBM complexes on 20 July-- the largest 
known Soviet ICBM s-alvo ·.(p. 7, WlR ?i-2/67). · 

2) 	Th~ Soviets launch~d a pecord nu.tal:>er ·o{ surfa·c.e-to­
su:rfa-ce-miss·iles dur ing _the week 29 $e:_ptembe;r-6 
October -- '16 mlssUes 1 7 of which. W:er:e lCBMs 
(p. 5 last week1 s w;m ). 

It had been speculated that the 4 July and 21 Jul y launches 
may have been ip.t¢_nded1 :r·e-spe~tively., .as simulations o--f prestrike and 
postst:rike photore-con:Xl.q)i~sa;nee for the salvo of .20 J:uly. In like manner., 
it is spe·culated that EJ'c:nu:noa 177. an;d Cosmos 182 ,m;a,y· have f?.irn.ulat:e_d 
pres:t:tike ·ana; posts'ttike pJl.otore~ce for at. lea.st som::e of the missile 
firi:nss of th~ week. of 29 Se:ptember-6 Qctober.. 

In any even~., all 4 la~qhe;s appear to l;!.ave a s. p~d;:il cha.r,aACter 
and probably have little or nothing to cfo with the regula.r rec.ce .satellites 
which have been lau.nc~_ed a,t the rate o f. about 2 per month in 1966 and 
1967. If this is the ca-se, the total nu.m:Per of +ecce satellite lailnches - ­
successes an,d failur~$. -- may exc:ee~ $>lightly in 1967 t}l.~ 231a~ches 
(:Zl succe.sses J 2 fail'tlres) of 1966. Co!3mos ·1sz i$ the 2-l s-~ such launch 
of 1967t w:itl?, 2. 5 tnonths .oi the year remaining. · 
(NOP.;\D) . . 
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Major Space Event Still Pending: 
May Occut Late ~this Monfi1 

The maJor Soviet space operation which wa~ apparently iatended 
:to take place sometime i:a s .epte-mbe-·r. i;s sti_ll pending and could come off 
during the week 22-2;8 October. 

The event was presage.d by the deployme.nt in August of a 
number of SSESS s (Soviet space event support ships). i ncluding the 
new; highly instrumentec1 Cosmon'avt Kpmarov (p. lQ, W!B. 37./61, and 
pp• . 12-13, Wl:R 24/67). 	 . . .. . 

The natu;re of t he ;e"Vent iS nc;t 191.{.lwn b~t mi),llit be C)r:te of the 
f c'llowing: · 

• A 9bcumluna :t>. fll~ht by an unm at;1ne'd c.raft which would 
return to the Ear;th and b.e ·rec overed. 'This c·c;>uld 

.· .. 	 repr·e~eot .log:irially: the next step in ;tlie. Soviets' march 
'tow,ard their loa:l of eve·n,~·uany land~tt;ig a e.o.'S;ntQn~~t on 
the ·Maon. 

• 	 A landing on the Moon of aP. U.nmanned payload w h ich wo-uld 
take aboard a sa.mple of the lunar surface and retu·rp it to 
Ea.r.th, whe r e it woUld- be recoye:red. This mis·sion. albeit 
more difficu l t a _iid less likely. t~an. th.e cir-c;urhluna.r, flight, 
is cons.idered ,f~a·sible. The SL-1.2 pra:p'Jolsion system {the 
he-avy 2.-.stag.e- SL-9 {Prot on) system plus an optimized. 
upper stage) wouiCi b.e ade-quate fo:r the mission. Successful 
accomplishment of such· a mis~ion would indicate a much 
g1~eater Sovi:et .-adv.ance in the iield of l U;nar exploration tha.n has 
been anticipated. 

(NORAD;CIA) 

secret 


http:deployme.nt


.............. ~· - · ···--;-::::" 

· ·aoo1ret 

UnidenUtred Spacecraft Launched l'nto · 
very .High, Nearly Vertical Trajector.y -. 

· Th¢ Soviets la"Q.nc,h-ed an unk nown type G:>i s pac~ p-rope into a 
very high-, rtear.ly '\"ertical trajectory :t-r~rn TY.J.lratam a t ab out 12,122, ­
12 Octobe r,. confirmed 
the firing and permitted tentative i:(ientilicaHon of the launch vehicle as 
an SL·8. (The SL-8 is- a 2 - s tag_e ato,r--able-liquid-propeUa:nt space-launch 
system which la unched multiple-payload Co;smose~ in 1965. The first 
stag-e is p~,obably a moclified SS-5/SKEAN IRBM ::with a sea.-level thrust 
of 344,000 pound$; the second s-tage can be r· e started ; ~n space.) 

The Soviet news agency TASS confirmed the launch by stating 
that a p r obe had been l aunch ed to an altitude ·of ~,400 kilomete r s (2.,375 
n. m.) for the pur pos.e. of o-bt.ai ning data o_n the ~hara.cteristic.s of the 
ipn0sphe:te, t he int ensity 0£-c osmic rays., and radlat_iori da-ISeS fo1:. '9'arious 
r ¢g·ions o.f the Earth' :S radiation belts·. . 

This i's :tihe fi rst known S oviet p;r obe la unched to the announced 
a ltitude of 4 , 4 ()Q kiloroeteY ~. Sovi~t vertical prob es· i n the past have 

· b een l aunched to: alt i tud'es of up to about 300 n.. m. 
~l'her.e we:t:e no .si,.gni£icant astrop~ysical phenome-na extant:at 

the time, except for a low-intensity s-olar :(lare; whic:,b. wnuld have war­
ra nted the un:us~al vertical probe of 12 October. 
(;NORAD) . 
(SEC RE'£) 

\{enus 4 Apparentt'y a 

Succe.ss; MoreLater 


_Ve·nus 4, a probe·whi-ch the- Soviets launched o.n 12 June, 
so£tlanded o~ Venus on 18 October and has t.i'a!lsmitted baek to Earth 
iniormation aBout the planet Venus and it:s atmosphere, according t:o 
the Soviet news agency T ASS. The WIR will publish mo,re information 
about this .event as it becomes available. 
('I:A SS; NORAD } 
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