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Circumlunar Launch of 22 Nov Falls
Date of Next Try Unknown

A Soviet circumlunar vehicle failed to achxeve its mtended Barth-
parking orbit following lift-off from Tyuratam at about 19072, 22 .
November. The launcher has been identified as the SL-12, a large
vehicle believed capable of placing about 50,000 pounds in near-Earth
orbit and from 10, 000 to 15, 000 pounds around the Moon, Prelxmmar}i

field | |

The Soviets, it is believed, intended the payload to return to the
: Earth probably in the lu&an Ocean, where it would be recovere&

[50X1 and 3, E.0.13526 |

It is not known at the presen:t time when the Sowets wxu make
thezr next attempt. ‘
The Soviets may have intended to launch this vehicle in late
Septemnber or late October when Earth-Moon geametry and lunar lighting
were suitable for circumlunar flight, The Soviets sent 12 space-event
support ships to the Indian QOcean in August, and another 3 were en route
there in early October apparently to take part in a circumlunar event,
Moreover, the Soviets newest and most highly instrumented space
support ship, the Cosmonavt Vladimir Komarov (photo on p, 42), has
been in the Havana-Gulf of Mexico area since August, apparently to
extend geographx,cally the command and control capabilities of the Soviets
deep-space control center in the Crimea,
The SL-12 propulsion system earlier this year launched what
e were probably prototypes of the spacecraft launched 22 November --
: Cosmos 146 {launched 10 March) and Cmsmos 154 (launched 8 April).
(DI_A NORAD)
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