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ZOND 4 Pl~OliA FIL)" Tl'':ST OF RE-E NTR '{ S YS'l'Y
FOR L UN AR C~ A f 'I 

De -o:rblt, :rec overy :1ttempt may corne 9 Martll
COSMOS 204 PRO!V>Bl..Y 1\ ' ll .F.SlrARCl-f V.F.HtCL
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Zonq 4 Probably aTest of 

Re-.Entry System for Lunar Craft 


-Zond 4, whiel:l the Soviets launched from Tyuratamat about 1830Z, 
on 2 March 1968, is believed to be .a te~t of a re-entry s_ystem which will be 
'Used by spacecrafj: retUrning from ~he Moon·for recovery on Earth. 

It was launched by the 4-stage SL-12~ (The Soviets1 lar·gest known 
pro~sion system, the SL,.,l2 appears to have been developed specifically
!or certain l\ma.r mission~J, such a.s cir:eumlunar flights with return to Earth 
for recovery.) ZoU.d 4 was launched into a parking ol:'bit of 52.-degree inclina­
tion; 75 minute·s aiter la1;1n-ch it was injected into a ve.ry b~gh, elliptical orbit
oi the Earth. At the end of its orbit, it will ptobably be de-orbited and an 
attempt made to recover it.
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lrl The precise trajectory of this spacecraft is not known. However 1 its 

trajectory tnay sil;'nul,a,te ~hat o£ a lun~r missjon, that is, go out to a distance 
about equal to that of the Moon from the Earth and the-n re-turn to Earth. It 
is not, however-, hea·ded, towar.d the Moon: it was la~ched into a d'ir~c'tion 
oppo·site that oi the Moo.nfrom th'e Earth, probably to av-oid gravitational 
perturbatioJ.U~ oi.. the satellite. .Assuzning a. ?.,day o.rbita.l period £or Zond· 4. 
any de-orbit and recovery attempt would be made on 9 March. 

The des•ignation 11 Zo.nd11 (R.us·sia.n for 11probe 11
) was fi,rst 'llSe.d to conceal 

two inte.x:pla:netary attempts; both of which £ailed, although they ·weht into 
heliot:entric O'rbit.. Zond 3 pa~sed by·the Moon, l.7elay'ing to the Earth vid.eo 
·of the unseen side of the Moen. and then went into orbit aToun.cl the Sun.. 
z ·ond ·4, however, is an -entirely different type vehicle. The Zo.nd designation 
may have been ass'igne:d, i.n preference to Co$mo~, for publicity reason$! 
the Soviets may wap:t; to ·distinguish this craft from the numerous {more than 
200) Cosrno·s payloads, most of which have recehred little press commentA 
{N'ORAD) 
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cosmos !04 Probably ~ 
a Research Vehicle 

Cosm:Os 204_. which tl:!i:& Soviets l~cheq.' fr...om P~esetsk at ·abotd l .t20Z, 
5 Mareh; is b~lieved to l;>.e a res·e~l':ch s?&cee, vehic-le. Its ~ct mis!3t&n,. 
however,. is not known. It. was l:aunchee!\ ):.)y tla.e S~-:r p_ropul&ion sy1ten1 into 
an orbit with an inclii'l.a:tipn ef 71 degre~ and a 9·~.:..minu.te~ peTiod. 
{NOS,AD) 
E.SEGI\OleT) 

CO$ffiOS 205 is SoViets1 

3d Reece Satellite this Year 
Gosmos zm;.. which ~e S'oviet·a laundb.ed from ~h~ Plesetsk space $l4. 

miss-ile complex .a,.t about if.$02:, 5 ~i~li~ 'i:s a military z-edo-nnai-snnc-e' 
satellite.. 1-lt ca~f:es a k:Jw..~e~pluti~.ll fi:.'~e·~a. ~Y· B~~:m1 ~ is-- ca~a:ble · · '• ·~­
lectin~ el~t~onic 4nteUige~e.. 'Thil if~cef.craft. ts the Sovief:B 1 thir'I! . ... 
nais.sance sate'llit.e o£ 196.8.. It· wi1l probably be 4e-"'.rb:iteC1 on 13 Mat-ch:. 

Ur.fs 1~-uli~'h •Oecurr;ed abou.t 70 minutes. after ifh.e laun-ch of CosmO.S· aQ4... 
also frarn :Ple·s-ets·k. '11'*~' :i~ the· secqn~ ~o.rt,est time: etwe'~n la.1unehe>~ 10i 
spacecraft. from the same co~le:~. 1n O¢top~r 19B:o, two ESV's were laun,ohed 
£rom Tyw:~t~ within a $"~zni;Q:~te t.b;n~ Bpre.ad.• 
{N0R~D) 
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