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SECRET 


Probe La_unched VertlcaHy About 2400 n. m., 
SimUar to One Launched 12 Oct 67 

sign lficant 

i n:f~lligence 

o.n. space 

developments · 

and trends 

The Soviets launched a pr..ohe vedieally to about 2400 n. m .. ftotn 
Tyuj,"-<;t.bam at about ll30Z; 28 1,4-a:reh. It '-0\l'as launched by tile SL-·8 p.r.opulf;ion 
system,: \'ii}lich consists of th-e SS-5 lRBM plus :restartable uppe-r stage, It 
is the second known probe_of th-is typ'e; the first wa-s la..-unche·d at about 12122, 
12 OCt 67 ---also bom Tyu:rata-m_, usi:ng the SL-·$., t.d -q.bout the sa,:i:ne 9-l,ti,tq_d.e. . 

ao~h· vehi<;;les pl''obably had the same mi.ss'ion, possibly to get a synoptic 
· o.r v-e:rtical-e<:>ntinuum m ·easuretnent of the atmosphere:, ionosphere, ·and the 
inner Van Allen :radiati;on belt. Sl;tch cl,,at·a eannot be- obtairieel by 'an onbiti:ng 
s ·pacecrait. · The,se rn,ea,s;q ..x•ements m~y -~~ tel~ted to electron-drift O:t cosmic­
ray :research~ 

It has a-lso been sp·ee"ulate_d that this flig-ht profile is being use.d to. tes;t 

components t)':f planet'ax•y ;8'-yst·e:ms • . ·. 

(DIA) . 

(SEC;RE''f} 

Cos.mos 208 Files 12-Day ·Mission, 
· lomgest Yet for Soviet Reece SateUite 

-Cosmos Z.OS, a mil~ta~Y teeo.n·nais'sance satE,!Uite" which the Soviets 
_	lau;nche·d f'rom T.yuratam at about 095-1 ~, 21 March, was de.- orb-ited dunn& the 
e •arly· part 6:£ Revo.1uti.on PH ~a 2 April, afte.r a £)light. of n e arly ·12. days. 1t 
i:t.np.a;cted ,in the USSR ·at abou:t Obl 7Z. 

Tlj.'i';> is the l.On,ges~ m1ss:it:.:in yet for a $>pviet reconnaissance satelHt.e. 

The usual mission. lasts 8 days • .a~though two have flown .slightly-longer mi-s­

sion.s --Cosmo's flew about 9". 5 dayS' in 1963,, Cos-mos 1t6 abo-ut 9 da~s i-p 

l 1!):66.. 

Cosmos 208 F>robab'ly rep:t'e'sen~s a first step in the expected Sovfet 

attempt to extend the miscs ,ion dura,tio.n of the'it retcc:: satellites (p. 1d.,. 

WlR 11/68"). Sud'~ an e'Xt.ensi,,an coul:d rCJ>Ult: i'n s-ubstantial savings. The 

Sovie.t 'S have launched an ave:ra,g~ of 24 re-cce satellites each yea.'£ during the 

past -hvo yea:rs, at a:a estimated c.os-t of $20 miilio.n per launchJ. The SoN·iets . 

pres.um-ablycquld ~et ·asrnu~.h recce ~over~g.c; £1;6~ . 19-~at~llit~.s .flying 12­
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rt haJ ~lso been J;tdt'ed tl!At C~o~mo·s 2Q9, a ·maneuverable satellite 
1au,nched ~ost ?>4. hou~s ~t·er ~$=~~S<tt),o:s 2· 0~.• _wa! »t;F,p.utf l.nt.o a~ t~. i'bit almost 
coplanar Vl!'i~ Cpsr:n,oi 2'01Fs,. 
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