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Probe Launched Vertically About 2400 n, m. ,
Similar to One Launched 12 Oct 67
The Soviets launched a probe vertically to about 2400 n. m, from

Tyuratam at about 1130Z, 28 March, It was launched by the SL-8 vrcpulsmn
system, which consists of the SS-5 IRBM plus restartable upper stage. It
is the second known probe of this type; the first was launched at about 1212Z,
12 Oct 67 -~ also from Tyuratam, using the SL-8, toabout the same altitude.
: Both vehicles probably had the same mission, possibly to get a synoptic
or vertical-continuum measurement of the atmosphere, ionosphere, and the
inner Van Allen radiation belt. Such data cannot be obtained by an orbiting
spacecraft, These measurements may be related to electron-—dnft or cosmic~
ray research, :

. It has also been speculated that this flight pronle is being used to test
components of planetary systems, : .
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Cosmos 208 Fhes 12-Day Mission,
-Longest Yet for Soviet Recce Satellite
-Cosmos 208, a military reconnaissance satellite which the Soviets
_launched from ’I‘yuratam at about 0951%, 21 March, was de- orbited during the
early part of Revolution 191 on 2 April, after a flight of nearly 12 days. It
impacted in the USSR at about 0617Z.
This is the longest mission yet for a Soviet reconnaissance satellite.
The usual mission lasts 8 days, although two have flown slightly longer mis-
sions == Cosmos flew about 9.5 days in 1963, Cosmos 126 about 9 days in
1966,

Cosmos 208 probably represents a first step in the expected Soviet
attempt to extend the mission duration of their recce satellites (p. 10,
WIR 11/68). Such an extension could result in substantial savings. The
Soviets have launched an average of 24 recce satellites each year during the
past two years, at an estimated cost of $20 million per launch, The So‘nets‘
presumably could get as much recce coverage from 16 sateuxtes flying 12-
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