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Portion identified as non
responsive to the appeal 

Portion identified as non
responsive to the appeal 

SOVIETS LAUNCH ANOTHER PHOTORt:ccF.: 
SATF.:LWTF.: ON SJ-D.EGR.E~~ lNC I.•l.N>'\.'l'lON 
COSMOSF.S ?.12 AND Z 13 DE-ORI.H'l:ED 

Sul"ccss!ul operation presages manned event. 
USSR LAUNCHES GEOPHYSICAL SAT'ELUTt;; FROM 
K.APUST!N YAR 
SOVlF.:TS .LAUNCH A PHOTO RF.:.CC£/F.J..INT 
SA'r:£LUT!: 

h the ·8tb t.hia yeato. 
SOV!F.:'rS L.-.UNCH ANOTHER MOLNlYA COM
Mlll'o"ICATIONS SATELJ.lT.E: 

h P"rt o{ the Orbita Com'lnW>icntiol>S oysten• tor 
TV 3..1)d t:elc(;omn\u.n to~tiol)s. 

SOVIET CJ.RCUMl.UNAR. M!SSlON FN.LS 

I
Portion identified as non-
responsive to the appeal 

..0VER: BISQN :rANKER (From Rr.d Star) 
(OFFIClAL USE ONLY) 

The tanker- fOy»tem inc lud<:$ 180 fe et<>! ho~e- wltb 
dro~.:uc at end which ext<\nds !ro.ro bomb bay a nd i& con
nected to the no,.m3.l !\,1.el systotn. Probo.... at to'V'I)-r r>~rt 
or plclu..:e, l$ 8 feet hmg a:nd 10 mclfos iti di:tmcter. 
SISON are pla,ying an 'io:c•·o...,.ingly larger role. '>.s l:;n)l<er'lf. 
B1S0N' t.,..kers re!u"l t;oth 'B~S'ON bombeu and B£,1\.!t.S: 
(S.E(;ltET). 

NOTZ:· Rages Z6, 28, ~9, 32, 33, 36, and. 37 
oi tbb i•.s11t1 are bl.u1lc.. 
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oviets Launch Another Photorecce 
atellite on 81-Degree 1nclination 

The Soviets launched Cosmos 214 at abol,tt L0-30Z on 18 .A,pr~l ·fr0m 

he Plesetsk Missile and S.pace Complex. The hi:uncl'l:"va:s deteclie·d by the 
40L OHD and orbit was corrfirme·d by I Iand 'thf! Clear, Alaska . 
MEWS which acquir.ed the vehicle 18 min-utes after launch . 

Cosmos 214 wa's placed into orbit by the SL-4 l.aunch system coii.:. 
isting of the SS-6 boaster/susta:in.er and the Ve.n~l<, j;hi::rd .~tage. All ~f the 
oviet recce satellites have been pl·ace·cii into orbit with the SL-4 lap.nch system 
ipce last May. · 

T he mission is assessed as. a high re$blution photo recbnnai'ssan ce 
ehicle which will proba:b!y be de -orbited on?6A.prH a·n~r a norpinal 8 day · 
iss-ion •. 

Orbital paramete·rs of Cosmos 214 are as £oHo:ws: 

S

t

~------------------------------------

 
4
B

• 
s
S
s

v
m

SDC T:ASS 

Apoge e {km) 400 403 
Perigee {km) l96.3 211 
Inclination (degrees) 81.28 81.4 
Perio·d. (Min) 90. 16 9.0. 3> 

This is the second Soviet photo recce ve.hicle launched fro.rp Pl'esetsk 
on an 81-degre e inclination which gives them virtual pole t.o pole coverage. 
The first was Cosmos 210 launched on 3 April 1968. 
(NORA D) 
(SECRET) 
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Cosmoses 212 and 213 
De-Orbited 

Cosmos 212., a Soyuz type vehicle, w~s deorbited and apparently 
·impacted in the USSR at about 0815Z on 19 A.pril du:c.ing th;e ea.-rly pol!tio.n 
of its 80th revolution. Cosmos 212 had been launch:ed.on 1:4 April-and was 
the active vehicle in the docldn.g operation with Cosmo.s 2:1.3 on the l$th o.f 
April. After the nearly 4 hour link-up, Cosmos 212 apparently performed 
additional maneuvers. 

Cosmos 213 was deorbited c>n 2.0 April, early on its 8lst revolution. 
Cosmos ZU was launched 1.5 ApriL and had served a ·s the pas-sive velti¢l.e 
for the rendezvo-us and doeking operation. 

The successful ml:s.sions of these two Soyuz t~e vehide.s strengthens 
the possiblity that the ·soviets will condu.ct a similar operation with 
cosmonauts aboard in the relativeLy ne,ar future. Qoemonaut 1\a.Jnarov was 
killed in Soyuz l i:n Apri1 of 19-67. · 
(NORAD) . , 
(SEGRE'f NO FOREIGN DlSSEM!NATlb.N -- Relea-sal$'le t0 B'S. Ul( and C~ad,a) 

USSR Launches Geophysical 

Satellite from Kapustin Yar 


The Soviets launched Cos~mo. s 215 frc:>rn Kapusti.n Yar at about 223Z..Z 
on 18 April. 

The vehicle was placed into orbit with the SL-7· launch s stem SS-4 
booster with 2nd stage). 

These small sci~n-ti:fic 
payloads are now being laun.ched from both Kapustin Yar and Ple·setsk. 

Orbital parameters are as. fO;Uows: 

Apogee 453. 8 kilomete.1:s 
Perigee 2 51. 7 kilometers 
Inclination · 48 .. 4 degr·ee.s 
Period 91.3 minutes 

(NORAD) 

(SE:CR:E'f' NO FOREIGN nrss:EMJ_NATION -- Releasa&le ~0 os. UK 8.: .c-anada) 


Soviets Launch a Photo 
Recce/ELINT SateJiite . 

The Soviet-s laun-che d Cosm.os 216 from Tyuratam at 1030Z on 20 April. 
Mission is assessed as low resolution photo/elec:t;rop.ic intelli:genc~, (E:.L.INT) 

collection. 
The SL-4 launch system consisting of the SS-6 booster:/sustaine:J;" an.d 
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th i rd stage Ve.nik was used to place the vehi·de ·t:nto or: b~t. 


O .rbi tal para1neters are as foUows: 


SD'C ,!.'2\SS 

Apo gee (km) 280 . 277 

Perigee (km) 198.4 199 

Inclination (de g) 51. 84 51. 8 

Period (Min) 89. 11 89. l 


Thi s is tbe eighth Soviet photo recce satellite this year. Cosrnos 214, 
sti ll i n orbit, was launched on 18 April. Five have used the 20-30 foot, low 

resolution cameras, while thxee have used the 5-8 foot, high resolution 
c ame r a syste n1.. 

Cosmos 216 will probably be d\'wrbited on 28 April a,:fite1~ a n;o:r:m:al . 
8 day mis sian. 
(l"'ORAD}

(SEC:R.E:'f NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATlO~ -- Releasable to US, :UK ~ C~nada} 
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I ~ Soviets Launch :Another 
Molniya Communications SateUite 

At 0420Z on 21 April, the Soviets placed a . Molniya Com:rnunica,.tions 
s atelli t e i nto a parking o rbit from which it wa.s ej'ecte:d i:nto .a highly· elliptic-al 
orbit a littl e more than an hour after laun.ch. ru:rkey ra,da+ trac:k~G. the 
v ehicl e after eje.ction from th e parking orbit. . 

A.n SL- 6 launcl1 system, consisting oCa:n S.S-l~ boost~:r / sustainer, a· 
V e nik thi r d stage and a fourth stage was t;lse.d. . ... 

Molniyas 1/5, 1/6, and 1/7 a.re still active while M;o lniya l/4 ha.s 
not be en h e ard f :rom since January of 19€?8 . Thus t:his laotest M o .l;niya :rriay· 
b e a r e placement for Mol niya 1/4. 

Lik e thes e o the r vehicles, the orbit is highl·y eUeptical with a 40, OOQ 
k ilometer apog e e, an inclination of about 65 degrees, and a no:mina.!l 12 houi: . 
p e 1·iod. . . . 

Molniyas are pa:1~.t of th_e Sovjet.Orbita corrl.I:i~mni¢atio~s s,Ys-tem. 
According to the Soviets th~ 1'20. iden~ica:l gro.und stid::ions ll Qf ~¥s ?YSte,m . 

bring tel~vision to 20 million view·e~s q.£ Hi·e Far>Nor·th:, .lJrals, Far' Ea~t; 
Si b e ria, a11d Kazakhastan direc,tlyfrom M,oscpw.. The sys,t.~m has bee:r1 in 
ope ration for six n1onths. . ·. 

T1ic Soviets also claim that the grouncJ. statJ:obs wf~h their 39. 5 foot 
alun1inum dishes are relatively sirnple because of the urtique 40 wattpower . 
used by th e Molniyas. However, the Orbita Ground stations do use '"'cryogen-ic 
a p paratus " for "cl e aring sp,ace signals'' and the earth1 s rl radio .nqise,. u 
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The Soviets transmitt .ci!Oheurs of TV per week on the Or:oHia..csyste:rn 
and state that they are also developing a . multi-cha~nel tel~·phone hook-up 
w ith the Far East;. Th~y w:.i.ll al$:0 be· ca\l' ~tmg 'out experiment~! colQ:r 
television ,.and telephope links ~~tw-een ~oscQW and Parit? ("'~e;~ WIRs ~;9/.9.7 a.~d 
50 I 61 fC'1t further data- on the - ~,$'nita syst~J 
(NORAD; Izvestia) 
(SECRET NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATEON -- Rel.eas:a.bl~ to US, UK &t Canada} 

soviet Circumt unar 
Mission Fails 

A Soviet spacecraft Launched £ron> Ty~:t<~;t.ana ·at about 2.3cOlZ on 
22 April on a probable circumlunar mission, failed to achieve or.bit. 

Prelimin-ary analysis 
I 50Xl and 3, E.0.13526 

The Soviets experi.ence·c:l a similar circp.mlunar fililu·re on: 7 Februal:'y· 
1968 when a Tyuratam la~n-ched v .ehicle failed to .achieve orbit. 
(NORAD) 
{13ECRET NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION-- Releasable to US, UK&: Canada) 

• 

12 eeoret 

http:Rel.eas:a.bl



