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ONVi 3 ~O}flflT SPA~t'=. LAUNCHES ,lN MAY I ?6s~~U)~
l3 l;wnchcd , ~ ril~ ·;but lqll doe• not mean that 

' · ~pa~e:pr~'g:l'aJl'l a th: '(i.(!~uble . ·' ' . . .. 
NE:W !Ns!'InJ?.fE!\JT ;PA'C~AGE £OR s.uccEsSoR. .to· 

.YEiii:Js 4 A·?PAi'lf,P~rr;y DElNG ru:APrEQ.-'81 .. 
. +:ran~,d\lcar~ b,el"g 1 bcn~ghtfr.om Frlincc"

-JOB QF•SPAG-E ·R,ESE.ARCH XNS:Pl):Ul'E NOT KNOWN
COULD 13£ DEVE:LOP.MENT OF l-IARDW)\RE .OR 
Tffli:o.~:ETl<AJ::STUDI;p~ 

t>ittl" p~;blislfed on it<~ ·miuion. 
RECCE. COS~!OS 223 DE-ORBITED lWUTlNELY 
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17 ly1iS:sile/Rocket, 3 Space 
Launches in May 1968)81 

Over-all launch a<l:tivity at Soviet space and missile .tes.t ranges, and 
complexes was sHgh.t·lY b·el<;>,\y av·era..g·e during M<iy 1''96.8: 

.· M~y 
19€>8 

Pr·evious 
Month. 
(.Apr 6§) 

Last 
Year 
{May 67) 

Space lau+tche.f?. 
Missile launcheB 
Vertic·al ro.cket firings 

(Kapustin Yar) 

3 
15 

z 

' 13 
13 

6 
30# 

TOTAL 2'0 	 26 36# 

-------------------------------------------------  

­

#These figure$ a;re unusually high because they include ;an unusual, :une:xplained 
series of firini~ of the S.S-3, an M.R. B~ wpich became obsolete in 196'?. 

A U ·s£i.ng Of th;e May 1968 	launches is shown on page 31. '­
Mos~ of.the ~issi:le fh:ing_s. involved t'roa,p ~raining.. 
Uhu:$;u;al :.£eafiur,es :.of t:h.e .mo'lith-t.s activity:: 

I 	

•I Tw..o ss-:x.-6:S, 1D~CB'Ms we11e . .fired 1tb "k ·Facific impact area 7400
I' 	 11,. m. f;i' .G'm th,e T:yp,i"ata:m raJ;?;g'el;Lea'd·.i "this is the longest ran,g·e 

ye.t f<n: a-ny Soviet firi:ng;s intro :the Paci£i.c. The S~S-X-6 (an 
SS:- 9 ICBM p~us an p.pper stage for de-boost or de-arb-it) is 
the v.ehicle pr'e:Viously used i~ apparent tes.ts of a So'Viet FOBS 
(!ractional-o.rb'it bombardment system).. 
No R&D missiles were laundied.. ·• 
l) The.Soviets app·ear to behaving trouble with the solid:­

prope1lan:t KY- 6, which has p;a.d several failures recently. 
2) The, submar:ine-launched KY-8 may be in production; the 

next la\+nches c.ould involve tests of the l?roduc:tion model. 
There were no la-:unche.s o£ the SS-11 ICBMJ despite the fact·. 	 • 
that this re-latively small missile roak~~;~ up, numerically. 
abput' half the s :oviet operational ICBM force-. 

7 	 seore=t 
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{Comments ab:q>\lt , mo~ \ s1_§a:pe la.":tiblii ·a!t'thdit&":!::": 
ar~ giv-e n in the Sp;:t.ce s·eie<,tl,oll 0£ t :Qls. WIR,.) 
(.NQRAD) , 
(SECRET) 
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Only 3 Stnriet Space 

Launcnes tn May 1968 {U) 


The Sov;iets l'a:lS't:m.on.th:!'. ~Jl.'Unchecd on:ly 3 s:]!ac,e¢'l'C!itt fCos:rrl0se:a 
2c? 0, 421, ,~n,d 2 Z,a); ali 9~ them <f:imounq:e~ by TASS.. Two were :r,es earch 
sat~'llites 1 on~ a ;l"l.ii'V:ig~~~na:J:-, ai~ .s,at~l.i1i;t.,~. Salient Jeatu~es of tl(:e ~Qnth-' s 

. activity: 

The; j lej.tlllChes :repr·esented a sh:ari~ decllne from the 13 
,, atte~J)ts rithe precedi~g month. 
All 9' sat~llite:s ~er:¢ or'Oitecl ))y the Seviets 1 5'1'.l1allest :si4ce­
propul· si~rn scysce~:Ji -- 'J:t·he SL.-Y (t:P.~ SS-.4 .MR:J?M :Rlus an 
·upper Pljectio1t' 'sta,g:e:): and, t;he .SL-8 '(tlie $9,.,.5 i:R~·~ plus ·a r ·e ­
strar·tab'le ·1l;Pp.et #t~g~). 'Ihe.t'e W:er;~ no l~"l,nc..he$ iilov:ol;vi,ng, any 
!ilf th~ 1<;rt~e ~~:o,.~u.:lali:On , ·neni's· Q~~~~l. ·ori the S$• 6,~CBM (the 
wor:.khol's•e of the Sov.i~t s,pq:ce pro.gl;am since f95:8)' or tHe 
SL-f2 {the S:~~~e:t.S} 1la:r~g~~t kn;~wn; ,,~(:H:ket),,._, , t: . . . . .• 

N'0 i,~F~hna:isS:a~c'e s,at~lljt~·$~ \y~~¢ik:U:iia:fted 4ucr'ing, th;e mentli, 
tn.. ~~~t:ras}. VV:ith the '2,:·_pe:r ·-rnp·nt1i ·iau.nj::J: ra.t~ of th~ pa:$t z. 5 
¥e<trrs. "" 

The 1U1}.;4Z<!>,~-s ~~t:~ne:.c.es;e'Cl,;dly W~~m. ~l'OC~J !itt~· -~.ov,{et s-pace .prG>g:tam i$ 
i :n trouble ; TlKe lctl'. ge~ n'\;Unb:er of iado.rs which af.£ect t;he iau:nch ~ate <;:~n 
eas:iJ:y cori:lb~~ni? ~~to, c~:use sh,a,.tt'.p , £1\i.~:tt~tions.~ • I> • 

(!\lOR. AD~ . . ~ 
. {S!EORB'lli), 

New l·,n&tr:om.emt Pac.~a~e, tQr ,Succ~s-jpJ 
to Venus .4·Apparently.B'eJng Read!e:dJID . 

.i'll;e Sovi~~ ~;a.J:'e <,.belie:v:ea ,f6~be qJ_!lrepar.ing ·a new inSJt~Q.ment ,package·. 
for a V en:u:a· prJ:>be -w-hich will" [>e. la~ch~4 la1;,e this, yeax :o:t ea:ttly: ·next. . The.y 
q1ve a_cq.u:ired Ifc:e$·.Sut.e t!aiil;sauce;.;:;~ !fOW .the:~fr;~~l;t. .A~r()Jl:P~ic~l; ·t?~ryic·'e 
whicFi w~·~e.~t<ir be deii~.eiJ.!eQ.. P,EJ!if'll>re t:h~ e:nd of ~MctY:~ These deVic.es_, whi'ch 
convert pressihi!\'e into e!e.ctrical frn:pul~,es ':£01' ·recr~:rd'ing"· on ~nst.run:tentat:ion) 

-ll ­

http:deVic.es
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enp.s ·Fobes when 
ly DecembeT 

~-ylQ;"a:d ctna to tes-t the 
n!ii\'1' o.pti:m~..tli;~. 

" ·· 

a:p­
.Ita 4~s;tence w.as 

·l~m1;! -b.Y 
&aid it th<it?"tim~ &&out<;the·nafur,e_ 

ates, 

the,~-et,?re~ ""hether the 
~~a;l JJtiid'ie$ q'i spa:e.e.cl'i:'a.ft 

r "' . f'l ,, . 

r4'e9..,for l;l&e )P. ·"' ·. 

V•en~:ti ti.r~ -on 18 Q~tol$:~ 

a.ttnos~&r.e'woaol(;lor.Eart'b. · 
If. . .. -~ '- . ~ 

~·h;e ne-w ~trument p~.:e~age Will, })e- <lesigueq to ac;·complish the aame 
ta;sk b~t in a more: ~~tisfactory fashion than tlid ·tne V~ll\lS 4- pac~~. The 
Sovie:t:tJ ·claim that the Venus 4 insh..u:mentafion ~eoraed tbe p_ressure 1 de~;ty, 
and temperature of the atmpsplie~e. of Venus fro~ an altitQde of ZO-l5 kilo­
meters a.OwA to the sur£aee of the planet. Other, e~d.'ence indicates, llowevex, 
that the package was ~1!B~gned: fi?,r opera~ ·on; in an at~o~phel:'e of much lower 
dens!ty'tlli:i,n w.as actually enc:ount'e,red, tb;at it be;g..anttp <;?,per~te . ~t a1i]. a;tti'!:~e 
well atio~~ ·tha..t c,la>M~d pY th~ · S:oJ\Poet:~,. · *~l;tat: ~t, ~;t'o~~·abJiY' ~ollq.p$:e.d ;tnd , 
ceas~d o~e-rating a:t ~'n a1titude ·ar :a:b:cm !~tn..eters abov~ the s'!trfao.e 
(WlR Z.0/68')_. Con.Segu:ctntlY"'• the· data rev.:Qr,d.ed a~ tral1.Smitt~d. to-; Ea:t£th by 

_	Venus 4 a.r· ~ beliey>ed. to l'epreaeut conditions at altitudes rnu.eh H.ighel' th~ 
those repo~ed by Mo~cow.. · 

The Saviets will probably launch .two or -trio~~&. V:·
the launch "window11 opens again. :i,or such 4n event -fp~t.ween e-a'l:'.
1 9_68 a:nd ep;rly Fehhlary 196~. ·They Will have a.mple tUne.-in .the corning 6-8 
m?_~t:ijis t~ ~t~~~~ - t'h . -new· ~:s~entatt-o.n .:.nto. · :th.~ ;

. 	~-nth·e pay.lp~};i b,e:f{)~e ;J.a;uxfe:H'>; ,,''the SoVieJ~eslgn sb:o~\d ''b~e 

~' lit 'Vi:e,w ot -t~h~_ ~:x..pe:rie;l'~e gaine.4 w,d.th venQ;~ 4:. .. 

(Cl:A; ·NOBtADJ '·..: .. . . . 
(SECRET) , 

lob of ·space Resear:ch Institute Not Known· Could 
Be Development of HardNare otTheoretital Studiei ;~j 
jt The< misSion of th:e U~R I 8 Insf-i:t1.!£e f,or $P~.~~~'leseareh. whi91t ­
parently i~ a ~eJ.ativel'¥ new ergamzatl.o~; .· iB~ n,ot·known.~ 

.first .ndteij i'n Octq.be41..~'9&7. , ~l!;s·,~l].e $pvt P.~e•'~ c.;p.~~i~d~s:e'i!i,ajl 

its 4~~~-ctQX", Gep~.giy Pe'tro~. Nbtlii.lig . 

of it's work. ·· 


. . Yu. K: lOl~rev, Deput.y Direeto-r oi the htstitute, .recently said that 
tlie "institute. i.s quit'e new a.,nd pas 4 r-~lative.ly small staff. It concentx­
be said.r. on )?Toble~s· of electrouie co~ol, guid~nee:, sy.s.fems reliabUity~ 
·computations., am comm'UQ:ic~U9n~, ~itp. mphas.is qn_.elect;r'Onics rathe'i:' 
than c.omm:imica:tions sys:tems. Khodar.e;y left the imp~ession th,a~ he at:td 

· 	his felle)'~ seie.ntisotfde:velpp·ha~~l'~ ~'l: spa:ceer~~ althou(h,he ~v:e~ ed:ted 
an e~alll:ple o£ b:is wo ~k~ 1t' is.,,s~u %lot eQ;~ely- ¢.~ifF'~ : 
emphasis is on h~rdw.a-r1~ ~ve'lqpnn:~pt . o~ ~n t~:or,~;
syste-ms. · 

('CIA) 

(CQUFIDE~!BAL:), 


http:mphas.is
http:r-~lative.ly
http:rev.:Qr,d.ed
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Cos IJlQS 223·Dy.,.orbited 
Routinely (81 ­

-~osx:nos. 22·3, a :military rec<?~-~-i~~aru.:e ::-satell:lte which the So'Viets 
laun~hed fr-om Ple:setsk at about llOO,Z~,.-:_~ ~\1.ne~ was d~-orbited on ~ June 
on Revolution-125', impacting about 90 ll;lile·s we·st of Tselinog-rad at about 
06.03Z. The 8-day !light beio.re de-o~b1t is normal for Soviet ~ecce satellites. 
(NORAD) 
-(SECRET) 
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