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17 Missile/Rocket, 3 Space
Launches in May 1968 (87

Over-all launch activity at Soviet space and missile test ranges and
complexes was slightly below average durmg May 1968:

Previous Last
- May Month Year
1968 - {Apr 68) (May 67)
- Space ‘launéh'_’e,s ] 3 ' 13 v &
Missile launches 15 13 304
Vertical rocket firings
(Kapustin Yar) Z == b
TOTAL 20 26 364

#These figures are unusually high because they include an unusual, unexplained
series of firing's of the S6-3, an MR BM which became obsolete in 1962.

A listing of the May 1968 launches is shown on page 31.
Most of the missile firings involved troop trammg
Unusual ieatures of the month's actht o

@ Twa S5- X -bs DICB’MS were fired Pacific impact area 7400
‘n,m. from th,,:~,,Tyuratam rangehe: is is the longest range
yet for any Soviet firings into the Pacific. The $S-X-6 (an
$5-9 ICBM plus an upper stage for de-boost or de-orbit) is
the vehicle previously used in apparent tests of a Seviet FOBS
(fractional-orblt bombardment system)
° No R&D missiles were launched,
1) The Soviets appear to behaving trouble with the solid-
propellant KY-6, which has had several failures recently.
2) The submarine-launched KY-8 may be in production; the
next launches could involve tests of the production model,
@ There were no launches of the S5-11 ICBM, despite the fact
that this relatively small missile makes up, numerically,
about half the Soviet operational ICBM force.
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Cosmos 223 -orbited
Routinely (53)/e

Cosmos 223, a mllztary reco:mamssa.nce satellxte which the Soviets
launched from Plesetsk at about 11002 1 June, was de-orbited on 9 June
on Revolution 125, impacting about 90 miles west of Tselmograd at about
0603Z. The 8~day flight before de orbit is normal for Soviet recce satellites.
(NORAD)
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