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RECCE COSMOS 224 DE-ORBITED ROUTINELY Pt
On Rev 129, ;
COSMOS 225 PROBABLY A RESEARCH SATELLITE, .
AS ANNOUNCED 48T &
Launched from KY by SL-7. .
COSMOS 226 A WEATHER SATELLITE: 3 NOW IN

OPERATION () g
Meteor” systern may be expanded,
SPACE LAUNCH ATTEMPT FAILS 87 9

Tyuwratam launch of SL-8 fails 15 Jun. .
COSMOS 215 WAS ORBITING ASTR GNOMIGCAL :
OBSERVATORY, SAYS PRAVDA (U} 16°

Carried telescopes, apecial -stabilizer.

COSMOS 227 15 3d SOVIET REGCE SATELLITE :
THIS MONTH (81 S
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50X1 and 3, E.0.13526 |

e Its orbital parameters -- a very circular orbit with a._x;_;alti,tud'e
of about 600 kilometers -~ are suitable for photographing cloud
cover and correspond with those of previous Soviet met ats.

launched a ‘wide variety of satellites in P
years, has launched none but metsats during the past 12 months.
{The Lunik upper stage of the SL-3, which distinguishes it from
the SL-4 (the latter uses a heavier Venik upper stage), is
probably on its way out of the Soviet space-propulsion inventory. )

The Soviets, as usual, have not said that Cosmos 226 is a weather
satellite; they will probably announce it as such only after they feel certain
that it is performing its mission properly. !

With the launch of Cosmos 226, the Soviets may now be in the process
of expanding their Meteor system ga.s they call thz‘xr‘ system of metsats)
from'two spacecraft to three, with orbital planes 120 degrees apart. After
the launch of Cosmoses 144 and 156, the Soviets described their Meteor
system as consisting of two satellites with the planes of their orbits 90
degrees apart. This practa,ce was continued when Cosmoses 184 and 206
were launched. Now, hov ever, the Soviets have three metsats operatmg,
and the orbital plane. mos 226 is 120 degrees apart from that of Cosmos
206, the next most recently la.u:uched metsat, While the orbital plane of
226 is only 25 degrees apa.rt from that of the oldest Soviet operational metsat
{Cosmuos 184), the latter, when it ceases operation, may be replaged by
a metsat injected into an orbit 120 degrees apart £rom both Cosmoses 206
1 and 226.  (See p. 25 for listing of metsats, }

The oxbits of the three operational metsats are precessing at about
the same rate, hence w:.ll mamtam their present geometr:.c interrelation-

ships.
(NORAD)
“+SECRETY)-

| S ace Launch’ ., . ° s
Attempt Fails (57 »

An unidentified spac:ecra.t which the ‘Soviets launched from Tyurdtam
(TT) at about 14252, 15 June 1968; apparently failed to achieve orbit. The .
payload was launched by the SL- 8 propulswn system (the. SS 5 IRBM plus
a restartable second stage). , ,
(NORAD)
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Pravda explained that OAOs are necessary because certain very
important questions of astronomy can be solved only with observations
made above the Earth's atmosphere, which prevents X rays and ultra-
violet radiation from reaching the Earth.,

’ {(Pravda)
{UNCLASSIFIED)

Cosmos 227 is 3d Soviet Recce
‘Satellite Launched This Month {87 .
GCosmos 227 which the Soviets launched from Tyuratam at about
06157, 18 June, is a military reconnaissance satellite carrying a high-
resolution camera system. It is the 1lth photorecce satellite launched
by the Soviets this year, the 3d this month. Its orbital inclination is
52 degrees. ‘ e ' :
{NORAD)
H4SBERETY
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