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5 Soviet Recsats

Launched in June

Cosmos 229, which the Soviets launched from the Plesetsk space
and missile complex at about 11002, 27 June, was the 5th military
reconnaissance satellite orbited h)rthe Soviets during the month. This
is by far the largest numbexr of Soviet recsats launched in one month,
It is not beli . however, that a sudden requirement for coverage of .
one or mor _priority targets triggered this high traffic density in
recsats; it is believed, rather, that the dezets could be invelved in a
test of support facilities and command and control exercises utilizing
recsat vehicles extensively, As of late. June, a total of 13 had been
launched during 1968, the s.aﬁme numbe:r launched in the comparable
period of 1967,

The mission of Cosmas 229 is assessed as h:.gh resolution photo-
reconnaissance, | | The craft was orbited by

 the SL-4 propulsion system. Its orbital incLination is 72.8 degrees.

In other Soviet recsat devel ients, Cosmos 227 was de-orbited
on 26 June, 1mpact1ng at about 0557Z about 25 miles northeast of Ylinki.
Launched on 18 June, its orbital lifetime overlapped that of Cosmos 228,
which was launched on 21 June; it mzssed overlapping Cosmos 229's by
less than 6 hours, :
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Secondary Payioad Separates from Recce
Satellite Cosmos 228 in 2d de

:{a&ar data suggests that an
object separated from the primary payload of Cosmis 228 at about 0736Z, 1

July, on Revolution 159. | f

Essentially the same sequence of events occurred with respect
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