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Cosmos 231 De-orbited on Rev 127,
Was Launched Very Late in the Daylﬁ’)’

Cesmos 231, a military reconnaissance satellite which the. Soths

launched from Tyuratam at 19502, 10 July, was de-orbited on 18 July,
nearly 8 days after launch, dur  early part of Revolunon 127.
. The launch of this vehicle came later in the day than the launch of
any other Soviet mlhtary recsat. The reason for the lateness of this launch
is not known, but it did place the vehicle in the southern hemisphere during
hours favorable for photograph‘ 2
local time.
(NORAD; FTD)

Research Pos$ ly Ma :tary . -
Cosmaos 233, wh'!ch the Soviets la : fa‘om the Plesetsk space and

missile complex at about 20007, 18 .Tune 1968 is believed to be conducting

research of a classxfmed nature, possxbly military. With respect to its

 and launch site used, it fits in

missions (pp 7 g, a,nd 36 WIR 26/68) The speciﬁc mission of these

vehicles cannot be 1dent1f1ed 'I‘he Sovxets have announc ed. that each wasg
conducting space :
March 1962 with

AII menibers of tms suspected series, referred to w:thm Western
mtelhgence as»Mss:.on Group B Ge;)smos TSatelL:xtes areuhsted on page 34

types ‘The laur;ches from Piesets
ably involve operational vehlcles
(CIA I\ORAD) '
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items of interest
i on technical developments
% around the world

Materials for Radomes of Missiles
of the Future Being Studied4€1

Recent Soviet research on the electrical characteristics of silicon
nitride and magnesium oxide at elevated tempV ratures indicates that the
Soviets are probably looking for radome materials to be used on future
missiles. Radome materials used on currently 0peranona1 Soviet missiles
- - probably alumina, silica, and sital compositions -- are believed ade-
quate for their present purposes but are not expected to perform as well
on future-generation missiles.

In tests conducted in 1967, electrical resistivity was measured at
temperatures up to 1400 degrees C. (2550 degrées F.).

(ETD)
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