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NORAD 
1ssue No. 31/68 2 AuguSt 1968 

The w·IR in Brief 

Portion identified as non­
responsive to the appeal 


Portion identified as non­
responsive to the appeal 

R ECCE COSMOS lJ2 PE-OlHll'ri::D ROUTJN.ELY 
ON lli::V IZ~ ;af' 

I'Ut.: e """r1y 8 dllyv ln orbit.. 

POSSlHLF.: CffiCIJ>.H,UNAR FWGtl"f" ATT~:Ml0"i" 


POST POSED: N~:XT OPPORl'lJNIT~· COMES 

•1. I l At (jT; ST .fW!" 

t\llppor: s.hip lakns up pot'it!on ail C"ba bcdo 'rc 
Jul-: 1.'1.unch wi.n,h:>•"• ~.:l oatd. bul nG l.nunch 
t1•Jc<rcd . 

COSMOS 234 !S SOV rf:TS' i6lh ln~CSAT LAUNCH 

THIS YE:.4.R ,l81 

Portion identified as non­

responsive to the appeal 


<:;OVj;;R; FiSfllH:D Fa {from ;..vi'a-doa Wae.ll t.. Space 
'r<>chnotogY. (:d.FFlGlAL U$ 0.'\IL¥) 

NOTE:· P:islt• 26., il), l9, )2, a:ad. 33 o! thl• inuo 
a.re bl~· nk. 
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"SECRET 

,~ignifi'cant 

fntellfgenee 

on sRaee 

cf:evelopme.nts 

a.n~ \r&nds 

Reece Cosmos 232 De-orbited 
Routin e:l y on R~v .124 .fS1 ... 

The payload of Co­stii;os 2 ..32, the higb- .resoll!tiotl photoreaonn-aissanc.e 
satellite whi<;h the Soviets laun.ched £.rom Plesets'k ~n 16 J\:\ly. was. me,.. 
orbited d\.tring the early pottion of R.evqlutjon 12.4: ri. ~r,n:}>q.:.e _ted in t1\'.e 
vicinity of coordinates 5ll5N- 7240E at about 0·654Z, _2-! Yuly ~ near}.y 8 
days after laurtch. 
(NORAD) 
(SECRET,) 

Po.ss'fble Circumlunar Fl.ight Attempt 
Postponed; Next OpportunUy is 9-11 Aug m 

. Tb.e So-v~t.s 110ay hav~ inte.nde<l ·to 1aun~h -a ~~e-~~~a:,.-9.upd the .MPon 
some time between 19 and 24 .July, wh~n Ea.rth-Mobn geom.e.t:ry would b:a11'e · 
been favo­rable· foxr such :;m e'(ent1 ~nd re'c'".Qve~ ~t Qll E~th. Th~ 

SSESS (Soviet space ev.ert'tl suppo-rt ship) K'-0-marov, wf'ai<!h wazs .~&t-ati:"t!-m-etil 

near Havana, Cuba, in su.p,pqrt of two p~evious a ­tbe,;:npts (22 Nov /)7-_. 
2.2. Apr 68 )., ar·ri'ted off .Ra.;ana ­again on 2'1 July; 1968. N~ la~n.c"h atitex:npt 

h,as bee:n detected, howe_ v~r. The S.o-viets tnay t10W l:>.e pla_tining a l<t"Un.ch 
when the 11windQw·" ne~ opens, tn~t is'· 9-ll Augast,. 

The Koma·rov- 1 s r'Ole, it is b-elieved, is to maintain lin-e-0£-si~t 
type communications. betwe­en the apace·cr~ft ~nd 'the USS'B, {vi~ MolJiiya 
communicatiot1s-relay satellite) when the_ c­raft is 'h,~ .y:~nd lin:e-of-si:g'ht 
of deep-spac~ command a.n.d con,trol cent.ers in th·e USSR. J!;.s· ma~1y as 
S operating Molniya $a:tel:lites may he available a-t t-his ti-me t·e tak.e <pa;rt 
in the operation. The newest Moln-iy.a was l~unched 5 July. 
(NOB. AD) 
(SDSRE'F) 
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Cosmos 234 is Soviets' 16th 

Recsat Launch This Year% 


Cosmos 234, \vhich the Soviets lam1ched into a . 52-degree inclination 
orbit from Tyuratam at about 07002, 30 July, is the Soviets' 16th :recon­
naissance satellite launch this year. The spac:;e¢·r;a:ft is carryipg a high­
resolution camera, system. 

The launch time is relatively early in the. d~y f0:r. a Tyuratam re.csat 
launch at this time of year. 
(NOR AD) 
(SEC1CE'f} 
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