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31 Soviet Missile/Rocket Firings,
6 Space Launches in July (&7

The level of Soviet missile, rmcket, and s ; —latmch attempts dur»
ing July 1968 was about average for this tzme of year: :

Julysaz -Pr‘é‘é’e‘ei‘iiéag 3 A year
968  mo.JunbB] ago{Iulb?]

Missile launches 25 s - 24

Vertical rocket launches 6 7 B,

Space launches B 8y .
7 38 33

A list of the July 1968 firings is shown on pagegi%, Most of the mis-
sile firings during the month involved troop training.
Unusual features of the month's activity:

e An unidentified missile was launched on 2 July. Previous launches
of this vehicle occurred 12 February and 18 June, Preliminary
analysis indicates that this is a new ICBM which, in payloa;d/ra,nge
capabilities, lies somewhere between the small SS-11 ICBM and
the average-sized SS-7 ICBM. The first stage has been operating
at less than full capacity, the second stag s ma
ity -- nermal procedure for t*he fxrsté lﬁ‘mst f1rmgs of 2 new
vehicle,

o Five of the six SS§-11 ICBMs lannched &urmg the mont’h were hred
to the unusually short range of 600 n.m, I ot ¢
er this is operational testing of this ICBM fo :
MRBM targets or testing of paylo@d variants or ﬁpenetra‘fmnfa,,:ds

e An §5-8 ICBM was fired from the Tyumen operational ICBM
complex for the second consecutive manfz’h :
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The number of rockets launched vertically {ab:
has been high this year, possibly in studies of solar-fl
now is relatively high. '
(NORAD; FTD)
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De-orbits of Soviet Recsats Will Not Be
Reported in WIR Unless Unusual {81 ~
The WIR will not report future de-orbits of Soviet reconna,,wsance
satellites unless some unusual circumstance oted Most of thase space -
craft are de-orbited nearly 8 days after launch.
Launches of Seviet recsats, however, W‘i“ till be rep@rt&d Such
items will be brief, as they have been in the recent past for routine launches,
but anything new or unusual about these events wil 4. - :
(NORAD)

Recsat Cosmos 234 De-orbited Early,
Possibly for Some Special Soviet Need (57

Cosmos 2«34 a mllltary reconnalssance

itellite, which the Sevi
: was de-orbited on 5
~ o Lcet 5pace 7 &ays ea.rlmr_ an the normal 8-day
ﬂ:g’ht tzfme‘ 'I‘he vehmle is believed to have impacted about 45 n.m, south-
east of Kuybyshev at about 0758Z, 5 July, during the early part of R&VQ* ;
lution 97.

It is believed that early recovery was dictated by some special Soviet
intelligence requirement, not by any malfunction. There was no indicatien
| of any abnormality that would have mduced the Soylets to de-
orbit Cosmos 234 ahead of time. !

Two other operational Soviet recsats have ;beém de orbited eaa:sly*

Cosmos 129 -- launched from Plesetsk 140(:@66,, de—a-rbited- 21 Oct, and.
Cosmos 164 -- launched from Plesetsk 08 Jun 67, de-orbited 14 Jun.
(NOR AD)
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Weather-Rocket Launch Site Named for First Ti me;

Older Soviet Data Unusable for This Lack 4S7
A Soviet paper presented at the Tokyo COSPAR meetmg in May gave
an analysis of atmospheric properties up to an altitude of 80 kxlameters
(45 n. m.), based on data collected by the Soviets at: : '

Kheys Island, Franz Josef Land, USSR {80.5N/58E)
Volgograd, USSR (48, 5N-44E)

and on US data from rockets launched from McMurdo in Antarctica.

This is the first time that the Soviets have identified a meteorological-
rocket launch site within the USSR. Heretofore they have spoken only of
mid-latitudes without specifying locations, thereby making their weather
data from rockets unusable to and unverifiable by foreign scientists.

The information on the Volgograd launch site is suspect:  the coordi-
nates given would place it within the city's metropolﬁ:&m area Though
meteorological rockets do not require ¢
normally are not launched in urban are:
parts falling in populated areas. The Volgc
is located at the nearby Kapustin Yar M 581
(CLa) ' -

—SECRET)
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