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31 Soviet Missile/Rocket Firings, 
6 Spac;;e Launeh~s in July jM 

Theo 1e,rel o£ ~ovtet mi:s~S:He, roc-ket~ a:nd s,~~e-Jla:un~h a.tt en.?-pt!S dul' ~ 
ing July 1968 :wa,s 'about average for tl;tis tim;e of Y.~a.~: 

J4ly Pr'~ce'ding A year 
r9o8 mo. p~5'i$1 ~:g:o po!07J 

Missile launches · 2.5 23, Z4 
Vertical rocket launches 6 7 5 
Space launche·s 5 8' ,_!_ 

37 38 33 

A list of the July 1968 firings is shown 0n page 36. Mbst of t he mis~ 
s ile firings during the month involved troep training. 

U nusual features of the month 1s activity: 

• 	 An unidentified missile was lau,nched on Z ,July. P-reviou.s laund1'e$ 
of this vehicle occurred 12 February an,d 18 June. P reliminary 
a:naly~is indicates that this is a new l!3BJV,t. which, in payl(/?ad/ra·ng~ 

capabil:i:ties, lie:r ·somewhe·re o~tW.e'EH'l t'ft~ ,s,ma:USS-11 :I~M .and 
the averag.e- sized SS-7 IGBM. ?;he .first stag,e b:~s be.en opetati~g 
at less th.a:n full capacity, the. se.c,<md stag~. near maxim~ <ca:paa­
ity -- normal p:tocedure for th;e £1rst .Q :::..~>iQ. t¢<st firi::ngs ofli.'a ·p·e'\V 
vehicle. . 

• Five of the six SS-11 ICBMs lp.unch.ed ch1dng the mont1i ·were fired· 

to the unusuallv short .range o~ 6,0;9 ~~ m. ft \s· ilG"~, cle:~r .y~:~ wj\ ~,th­

er this is opera-tional te·sting of'th:i,s i ·· :1~.~ a1t~1tnate ~rs~ a:g~~st 

MRBM targets 0r testing of payl 0aq vfkr :aa•ets : o:r- ~perietratl:o.rr · aids . 


• 	 An SS-8 ICBM was f ired from th'e Tyunn.en ope::r<ittion:al IGBM 
complex for the second consect~tive r:nori.i~h. .., • 
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lesu~} 

seoro1; 

The number of :rockets launched vertically {abt:l\lt J €J .Q n . xn. o-r 
has be en high this year, possibly in studies of sela:r- filare a tt.<tivity which 
now is relatively hig h. 
{NORAD ; FTD) 
(SECRET} 
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SECR:ET 


De·-orbits of Soviet Recsats W,iH Not Be 

Reported in Wf R Unless Unusual~ 


The 'vVIR will not report future de-orbits of .Sovi'et reco:ona~ssapce 
satellites unless some unusual circumstance i's ·noted. 1\1ost of t'hes·e spacH~-

. -<': )i 

o·aft: are de -orbited nearly 8 days afte.r 1aun.CL'li. 
Launches of Soviet recsats, however, wi[~ 's'~ill be reporte.ci. Su-c:h 

items \vill be brief, as they hav.e been in tohe re.ceat p'ast for :ro1.1fi~e ,laun.ch;as, 
but anything new or unusual a:hout t:hes·e e~ents Will be. tn"ent.j.'l;l;Red. · 
(NOR AD.) 
(SECRET) 

Recsat Cosmos 234 De-orbited Early, 

Possibly for Some Special Sovi·et. . N~e.cU81 


Gosrnos 2:34, a miiitary -rec0nna1ssance s.a;.t..e1lite, wnicb the ·S.oviets 

J,w<.ua€he ·d ;£r:o;r~i ·01;,'yu~at3Jm ~t :<fb0ut 07{t_0Z,, :3_;_o Jx.tX,% . wq;s de- e~:t;"Pi'l;e.d ' p1?; ·S 
1
Aug:a.s·t, after· e>Qaa;y·s. ifi space -- Z d:·ays ~a:r'li.etr f'nan th¢. norma1 8-day 

fLight ~h;;H~. The :Ve.hi'cJe is .b.elieved to haeve impacte'd about 4'5 n. m, sotitth:­

east of Kuybyshev a.t about 0758Z, 5 .fuly, duril'!g the. ~a. J;ly pa:rt of ·R·e.vo.
lution 97. , . 

It is believed that early recovery was dictated by som.e !$·pectal &b, \d;~t. 

intelli ence requirement, not by any rnalf1,.mcti<l>?-' Tlae:.re was n0 ind:ica't!i~, 

of any abnormality that would have induced the Soviets to de·.:... 
L--,-l~t-C""'',_o_s_rr_1_,os 2.34 ahead of time. 

Two othe,r ope:tati:Qnal Soviet rec:s~t: s hitve '{lie~n de-.orb'ited ea:x:ly·: 

Cosmos 129 launched from Plesetsk 14 Oct 66,, de-0:rbited 2l Oct, and 

Cosmos 164 launched from Plesetsk 08 Jun '67, d.e-orbited .H! .jt~. 

(NOH AD) 
(£f;GRET) 
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SECRET 

tee inte,fl1gence 

NOTES 

ihtm~ o,f i.nferest 

on technica• developments 
around the world' 

Weather-Rocket Launch Site' Na:med ftft First Tlme.; 
Older Soviet Data Unusable for This Lack.t81 

A Soviet paper presented a~. the Tokyo GOSPAR m:eet:ing in May g:ave 
an analysis of atmospheric properties up to an alititu:~e of 80 kilometers 
(45 n. m.), based on data collected by the Soviet·s at: 

Kheys Island, Franz Josef Land, USSR (80. 5N/58E) 
Volgograd, USSR (48. 5N-44E) 

and on US data .from rockets launched frorrlMeMurdo i:n Antarctica._ 
This is the first time that the Soviets have id;entified a -meteor.ological­

rock.et launch site within the USSR. Heretofor~ they have spoken only of 
mid-latitudes ·without specifying locations~ there,by making their we~ther 
data from rockets unusable to and unverifiable by fore~gn e~ientists. 

The information on the Volgograd launeh site is sul!}p.ect: the c;oordi­
n<;~.tes given wo~ld .p.lac,e it within the c;i.ty1 s me:tro.~qUtan a rea,. Tho:Ugh 
m{lteo;l:olo&~cal rock~ts d~ ,;n: ot r.. ~q~ir~ c:;q;ro,plex .l:a'411-9h f~c.ii.~}2;.e~, ,t1l,ey 
normally are n_ot launched S.:n urba;u ar:e.i-,;§, to cw·oid 'the .possibil:it¥·.of ·rocket 
parts falling in popti:l~t,ed are~. s. The Vo~gograd lau:nc,P., site more lik;~ly 
is located at the 11.earby Kapus.tin Yar Missile Test Gehfe;r. 
(ClA) . . 

(SECRET) 
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