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FIRST VIEW OF THE $5-6

/
S -6, the most widely used booster in the Soviet
o space program, has been the principal launcher
- for mwore than 100 space shots, It had not been scen
by Western observers until recentdy, when it was ofl-
loaded from a ship at Rouen, France, for trausport to
the 1967 Paris Air Show (26 May~4 June).
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IRLING CDMERRIMIXS

Since January 1958, when the SS-6 was first fired,
all Soviet manned space flights and Cosmos military
reconnaissance satellites, and some scientific payloads,
[unar, and interplanetary space probxs, have used the
88-6, with different upper stage variants. These
variants joclude:

¢ SL-3, a booster/mstainer with a thind stage and
payload designated Lunik.

e SL—% a basic SS-6 booster/sustainer with an
upper stage designated Venik. This combination can
inject approximately 15,000 pounds into a 100-
nautical-mile cireular orbit and wag used to launch
Voskhod, all high-resolution, and a few low-resolution
reconnaissance satellites.

o SL-6, the SL—+ [aunch system with the addition
of a fourth stage known as the “interplanetary lourth
stage.” This system has been used forall interpla ncfaxx
prabes, the communication satellites (Molniya series
placed in high-elliptical orbits, and the recent Soviet
lunar program using a parking orhit.

The $8-6 currently is the only man-rated Soviet
space booster. Reliability of the vehicle has been very
high, with the majority of the problems being attrib-

uted to the sustainer propellant-utilization system. J&7
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THE COVER

Cmm&.‘m Communists aboard
“Shanghai” class ship receiving
political indoctrination. This type of
training goes hand-in-hand with nor-
mal naval activities. The significance
of political waining is as evident as
the growing influence of naval power.
Both factors were flamboyantly dis-
played against the small Portuguese
enclave, Macan, A vielent clash be-
tween Chinese workers and Macao
. police had alrcady occurred at a
school construction site and  subse-

quent demonstrations last fall at
Government House touched off a
2%-month-long  crisis. The show of
naval strength and the display of
personnel cagerness o achieve politi-
cal goals were Instrumental in shaping
political policy in the enclave. The
Partuguese acquiesced to the show of
power in the uwdst of communist
background propaganda. For a more
detailed account with pictures, see
“Chinese Communpists Employ ‘Gun-
bodt Diplomacy’,”* beginning on page
= 2
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MISSION: The mission of the
monthly Defense Intelligence Digest is
to provide all components of the
Department of Defense and other
United States agencies with timely
intelligence of wide professional in-
terest on significant developments
and wends in the military capabili-
ties and vulonerabilities of foreign
nations. Emphasis is placed pri-
marily on nations and forces within
the Communist World.

WARNING: This publicarion is clas-
sified secret because it reflects intelli-
gence collection efforts of the United
States, and contains information af-
{ecting the national defense of the
United States within the meaning of
the Esplonage Laws, Title.18 U.S.CL.,
Section 793 and Section 794, Its
transmission or the revelation of its
contents in any manner to an un-
authorized person is prohibited by
law. Although the publication is
marked “No Foreign Dissemination,”
certain  acticles are releasable to

foreign governments; however, such
release is controlled by the Defense
Intelligeace Agency. .

jC)SEPH F. CARROLL
Lt General, USAY
Director
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