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S·s -6; the most widely used boos ter in tht" :so iet 
. space program, has lx:en the principal launche r 

for rnorc rha n 100 spaC(' shots. It had not bee n sc.en 
by \Vcstcrn o bserve r.; unt il rec.cntly, when i.r was ofl'­
l<xtded. from a ship at Rou en, Fran e , for cmnsport w 
th{: l9fi7 Paris Air Show (2G M a y-4 Julle). 
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Since Jan uacy i95B, when the S~ wa s fi rst fired , 
a ll Sovie t manned space fligh ts and Com10s military 
reconml}ssanc:e &:~.tdlites, a.nd some sc ie nt t€ic pa:,rloads, 
lu nar , ;w d interplane tary space probes, have used the 
S 6, with cli!fe1·er.u uppe r stage varia nts. These 
varia n ts include-: 

• SL·-3, a OOc>~terjsust.'l ir l(:r ,,,j t], a third ~'t:age and 
payload design<lted Lu.nik. 

• SL-~, a basic SS--G booster/stc~iaioer with an
n can 
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upper stage des ignated V enik . This c ombinat..io
inj ccr approximate~y 15,000 pound~ inm a 
nautic al-mile .cin:: ulnx Mbit a nd w;:,s u:><:d to la
Vos.khod, all higb.-rt:St:>lt.lt.lon, and a few low-reso.
rt~conn~ issa.nce sa.tdlltcs. 

• SL-6, the • L~J. launc.h syst~ \':'Lt!r ~c add
of a fourth stage known·as the " in terj:ihinctary r
stage.'' This systctn h~ b:etl ttsed;~o~aH i ~ ~. te1J1la n
probes. the czuntmuntcauon sate!t ltes (?v1oln rya s
plac~d in h igh-el liptical orbits. and the recent S
lu nar program using a pa rking orbit.. 

The SS- 6 ctn·rc ntly is the only rnan-ratcd S
spac~e i)oostcr.l{diahUity of the veh icle has been
hi gh, witl1 the ma iorit ' f lh<; probl.' OL-i bdng a
ut~~d to the SI.J.S(a iner propellant-utilization system ~ 
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IPortion identified as non-1
 responsive to the appeal 
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THE COVER 

CIH"NESt Communists aboard 
"S}Hmghai" class ship recetvmg 

political indoctrination . This type of 
training goes hand-in-hand with nor­
mal Jlaval activities. The significance 
of political training is as evident as 
the gr-owing influence of naval power. 
Both factors were fiari1boyantiy dis­
played against the smaJI Portuguese 
c_oclave, l\hcao. A violent clash 
tween Chinese workers and 'tv1
pollee had alrtady occurred at a 
school construction site and subse-

quent demonstrations last fall at 
Government House U)uchcd off a 
2%-m<mth-long crisis. The show of 
naval strength and rhe display of 
personnel eagerness to achieve politi­
cal goals ·were instrumental in shaping 
political policy in rhe enclave. The 
Pot·hrguese acquiesced to the show of 
power in the m:idst of com.rnunist 
background propaganda. For a more 
detailed account with pictures, ~ee 

"Chinese Communists Employ 'Guo­
boat Diplomacy','' beginning Otl page 
7. 	 ~ 

he
acao 

­

FOREWORD 
MISSION: The mission of the 
monthly Difen,>e !ittdligence [)igcst is 
to provide an components ~f rhe 
Department of Defense and other
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United Statt~~ n.gencies with timel
intelligtmcc of wide. professional in
terest on signi.f1cant . developmen
<l?d u·cncls in the military capabil
tJ.es and vulnerabilities of foreig
nations. Emphasis is placed pr
mari.ly on nations J nd forces withi
the Communist World. 

WARNING: This publication isdas­
sified secret because it reflects intelli­
gence collection efforts of the United 
States, ariel contains information af­
recting the national defense of chc 
United States within the meaning of 
the Espionage Laws, Title 18 U .S.C., 
Secti.on 793 and Section 794. lts 
transmission or the revelation of its 
contents in any manner to an un­
authorized person is prohiuited by 
law. Although the publication is 
marked "No Foreign Dissemination," 
certain at'ticks are releasable to 

foreign governments: however, such 
release is controlled bv the Defense 
Intell-igence Agency. ' 

JOS:Ei.>H r . CARROLL 
Lt General, l JSAF 
Din:~ctor 
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