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FOREWORD 
MISSION: The ffiiSSlOD of the terest on significant . devel opmep.ts 
monthl y DejtTJSe lntslligmce Dig·est is and trends in the mili tary capabi.Ji. 
to provide all coruponcnu; of the. ties and vulnerabilities of foreign 
Department of Defense and other na tions. Emphasis is placed pri· 
United States agencies with timel y marily on nations and forces within 
intelligence of wide professional in· the Com munist 'World. 

WARNING: This public ation is clas· 
sified secret bccausL~ it r eflects intclli· 
gence collection efforts of the. United 
States, and cont ilins informati on iif· 
fecting the national defense of t be 
United States within the meaning of 
the Espionage Laws, Title 18 U .S.C ., 
Section 793 and Section 794. Its 
transrn.ission or the revelation of its 
contents in any manner to an unc 
authorized person is prohibited by 
la:w. Although the publicatioll is 

mark ed "No For eign Disseminatio n, " 
cer cain articles. are releasa ble to 
foreign govemmen~; however, st~ch 
releas~ is coiltrollt:d by the Defense 
Intelfigencc .Agency, 

JJ:v;.~
D. V. BENNETT 
Li,~utenant Ge:ne.ral, USA 
Director 

November 1969 Overall classi&cotion of this document is SECRET 

2 

4 

10 

14 

18 

20 
24 
2.8 

30 

33 

37 

38 

40

42 
44 

34 

 

http:capabi.Ji
http:opmep.ts


~-----~~~~----------~~------~~---------~ 

e INTERNATIONAL VENTURES 


AID 


FRENCH SPACE EFFORT 

FINANCIALLY unable to reach

certain space program g-oals on its 
own, Fra.n:c~ is n1akkg co~sidera}:>le 
progress through research and de­
velopment agreements. with the 
Soviet Union and W.estcrn n.ations. 
At the ~e time, some solely French. 
e fforts are coming of£ the launching 
pad, ep.~-iiring that the Gaulli:$t 
sponsored program is one o£ contri ­
bution a.nd n ot just a free ri4e. 

A nu·mber of agreemen ts are on tc­
c.oro betwt--en Fr-.3.ncc a nd the USSR for 
space cooperation, hut accotl'lpliSh­
mcnts hav~ been k l>S "than spectacu lar. 
A lipact~ agreement betw<~eu fl'ance 
and the Soviet V ruon was signed a t 
tfle end of former Presiden t Charles 
ck Gaulle's visit to the VSSR in 
.J !.InC 19.66- seven months after F ra nee 
became ·the third nation . to put a 
satcllite in to orbi t. The agreeme nt 
provided · f or coopera tion in spaGe 
exploration, weather, and telecora­
munica.tions . However, F ra nco-Sovie t 
ties ha ve frayed at cc•:tai!l points 
a.iong rhe cooperation spectrum, and 
F rance has car:<;full y a voided heavy 
dependence on tltc USSRfor advance
men t nf its program. 

In June 1967, Fran.ce ancl W est 
Gen msn'y signed an agree~nent l(> 

build a communications satcllitc, Sym­

­

34 -sectel 

phonic, ·in:volving suppol"t.itom·Euro­
pean Launcher Devel.opn'lent O~ani­
~a:tion (E~DO),. of which Fr,ance is. a 
member. Fran.ce also· belongs to the 
I:;uroeeap Sl?ace Rcseal'ch Org<tniza­
ti-on (E.SRO), ·and since reo.rganiz1(­
tion of both of L)}csc: combines,. Fra nce 

has assumed major roles in space 

research. 

. '\·'iorkingw i t;h other Wcste:rit powers, 

France V\1ill as~jst in dcvcl.Qpmeflt of 

a met<~orologi~.al- satellite· series, Eote;, 

and is al~o a member ofiNTELSAT; 

the wodd coalmUl'licinions sateUite 

c<:mso.l.';ti~m~ . 


Coontdo.wii with the Sovids 
·F.rom t;he ~inning; _ the Sovi_et 

Union h;;ls apparently : r<~garded the
t of cooperaij·o11 ...vi.th che 

in space matters as bdng 
ly of polilic;tl interest. The 
probably hopeq:t9 rur·n French 
gy away fro.n:~ that of -the 
States and tb promote dis
])e~weeo France at'ld ·the 

l
t

 rupti.oo

pr()Spc~
Fr.enc:h 
pJ"imari
Soviets 
tedmolo
United 

·West . 
On the · Fr~nch side, coopera~i:>n 

with the USSR was in. li11c wirh the 
Gau!ii.st policy of "indepcn~ence?' 
fronJ the w ·est in pout)cal and military 
affairs, But the Frenc.ll, also hop~d that 
collabo-ration .v.>iH1 tnc Sovicis wotild 
help to maintain momentum of their 

­

­

­

Dia.m~ thrtr~·sf4.ge -.booster (above) 
./fnmche:ct: .most Pr.ert~h -satelli+es, but 
11ow. is ~'eemed in.rd:e~uiiJe, 'tnlpr.ova 
'l.lef'SIOtJ u rtnder t/l!.vitli?pm:cn/. ~ 

.space program, -despit~ Fr¢-nc.h fin~n­
cial lirn.ita tions, 

Early in l9q8 the Sov:ict. Union 
inyited France to partiCipate in .a 
project ·to pla~;e i. ~emmu..ui.eatiQnt~ 
satellite ii\ orbit aroun9 the·equator­
a difficult .~nd e~pensh•c undertaking 
that was to be a: mi!e11tone:tn the Soviet 
spa~;e pt:ogram~ Moscow :may have 
becl'i hop'ii1g to drive a w-edge into 
'!NTELSJ(T, to \vhich FJ:ll.n~ was 
committed. l11 any . case1 l'VfauYice. 
Sch\1mat1) ·French ~linister of St:ate 
for Sdentifi(.":· Research. wat said to 
be. opposed to ihe·.offer, and Paris 
tw:ned it down. Reports later surfaced 
that at feast tWice. France ·had refused 
the Sov"iel. Union penn~ion to estab­
ish laeilitics en French-c¢ntrolled 
<:rri.tories. 

An early and ambitious Franco­
Soviet space venture; Pr-ojept- Ro~al.,l, 
called for the orbiting.of a 600-pQund 
Frc.nj::h earth satellite by a S~vie:c 
booster in the early f97Qs~ The· 
vcnwr.e was a&anf;lqO.ed at me be­
g1nuing of 1969- because. of FraJ.1Ce's 
lac~ of Jund$_; .eVClll: so, French • 
perunerita,l equl~Il.1ent p~obllbly 9 
be aboard I\ Sovret .S<ltclllte. . 

Defense lnteltigMe~ Dlg~st 
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Franco-Soviet accomplishments in 
space have been modest. The ex­
p-erimental relay of tel evision tra ns­
missions bcLwccm Moscow and Paris 
via the Molniva communications sat­
cUi tc and rhc Soviet launching of 
F rench meteorological sounding­
rocket payloads from the Soviet Arctic 
have been the most successful ofth.eir 
cooperative ventures. Future -~ccomp­
lishrn cnt.s probably wilt be · of ·no 
larger scale, sinct.: France must stiJl be 
cost-conscious. But, the French may 
s
v
ar

... ~
~

eek ro place some experiments in a 
ier circumlunar satelli te and to 
ticipatc in the laser experiment 

on the lll()on's surface . 
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