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FOREWORD

MISSION: The mission of the
mounthly Defense Intelligence Digest is
to provide all compenents of the
Department of Defense and other
United States agencies with timely
intelligence of wide professional in-

terest on significant developments
and trends in the military capabili-
ties and vulnerabilities of foreign
nations, Emphagis is placed pri-
marily on nations and forces within
the Communist World.

WARNING: This publication is clas-
sified secret because it reflects intelli-
gence collecton efforts of the United
States, and contains information af-
fecting the national defense of the
United States within the meaning of
the Espionage Laws, Title 18 U.S.C,,
Section 793 and Section 794. Its
transmission or the revelation of its
contents in any manner to an un-
authovized person is prohibited by
law. Although the publication is

marked “No Foreign Dissemination,”
certain articles are releasable to
foreign governments; however, such
release s controlled by the Defense
Intelligence Agency,

) Gt
D. V. BENNETT

Lieutenant General, USA
Director

Overall classification of this document is-SEEREF —Seeres- 3
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INANCIALLY unable to reach

certain space program goals on its
own, France is making considerable
progress through research and de-
velopment agreements with the
Soviet Union and Western nations.
At the same time, some solely French
efforts are coming off the launching
pad, ensuring that the Gaullist
sponsored program is one of contri-
bution and not just a free ride.

A number of agreements are on re-
cord between France and the USSR for
space cooperation, but accomplish-
meants have been less than spectacular,
A space agreement between France
and the Seviet Union was signed at
the end of former President Charles
de Gaulle’s visit to the USSR in
June 1966-—seven months after France
became ‘the third nation to put a
satellite into orbit. The agreement
provided: for cooperation in space
exploration, weather, and telecom-
munications. However, Franeon-Soviet
ties have frayed at certain points
along the cooperaton spectrum, and
France has carefully avoided heavy
dependence on the USSR for advance-
ment of its program.

In June 1967, France and West
Germany signed an agreement 10
build a communications satellite, Sym-
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Franco-German
Symphonie Model

FRENCH SPACE EFFORT

phonie, involving support from Euro-
pean Launcher Development Organi-
zation (ELDO), of which France is a
member. France also belongs to the
European Space Research Organiza-
tion (ESRO), and since reorganiza-
tion of both of these combines, France
has assumed major voles in space
research.

_ Working with other Western powers,
France will agsist in development. of
a metcorological satellite series, Eole,
and 1§ also a member of INTELSAT,
the world communications satellite
congortium, :

Countdown with the Soviets

From the beginning, the Soviet
Union has apparently regarded the
prospect of cooperation with the
Frénch in space matters as being
primarily of political interest. The
Soviets probably hoge’d to wirn French
technology away from that of the
United States and to promote dis-
ruptuon between France -and the
West.

On the French side, cooperation
with the USSR was in line with the
Gauliist policy of “independence”
from the West in political and military
affairs. But the Freach also hoped that
collaboration with the Soviets would
help to maintain momentwn of their

i
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Diamant three-stage booster '(abovz)
lawnched must French satellites, bur

now is deemed inadeguate. 'Té_)gproj’

version is under development.

space programi, despite Freach finan-
cial limitations. :

Early in 1968 the Soviet Union
invited France to participate in 2
project to place a communications
satellite in orbit around the equator—
a difficult and expensive undertaking
that was to be a milestone in the Soviet
space program. Moscow may have
beet hoping to drive a wedge into
INTELSAT, to which France was
committed. In any case, Maurice
Schuman, French Minister of State
for Scientific Research, was said to
be opposed to the offer, and Paris
turned it down. Reporss later surfaced
that ag least twice France had refused
the Soviet Union permission to estab-
lish facilities on French-controlled
territories. : ;

An early and ambitious Franco-
Soviet space venture, Project Roseau,
called for the orbiting of a 800-paund
French ecarth satellite by a Soviet
booster in the carly 1970s. The
venture was abandooed at the be-
inning of 1969 because of France's
ack of funds; even. so, French
perimental equipment probably
be aboard a Soviet satellite.

Defense Infelligence Digest
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Franco-Soviet accomplishments in
space have been modest. The ex-
perimental relay of television trans-
missions between Moscow and Paris
via the Molniya communications sai-
ellite and the Soviet launching of
French  metcorological — sounding-
rocket payloads from the Soviet Arctic
have been the most successful of their
cooperative ventures. Future accomp-
lishments probably will be of no
larger scale, since Irance must still be
cost-conscious. But, the French may
scek to place some experiments in a

viet circumlunar satellite- and to

articipate in the laser experiment
on the moon's surface.
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