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FOREWORD 
M~SSION: mlSS'lon The of the terest on significant developments 
monthly Dtjtuse Intdlt'gtn&e Digest is :and trends in the military capabili
to provide all {;Ornponents of the ties and vulnerabilities of foreign 
Department of Defense and o:th.er nations. .Emphasis is plfl.ced pri
United States agencies witl} timely marily on .nations and forces within 
in telligencc of wide professional in- the Communist World. 

WARNING: This publication is clas
sified secret because it reflects intelli· 
gencc collection efforts of the Ul.l,ited 
States, and contains information af
fecting the national defense of the 
United States within the meaning of 
the Espionage La:ws,Titlc 18 U.S .C., 
Section 793 and Section 794. Its 
transmSssion or the revelation of its 
contents in any manner to an un
a.mhorized. person is prohib~tcd by 
law. Although the publication is 

marked "NO FOREIGN DISSEM," 
certain articles are releasable to 
foreign governments; however) such 
release is con trolled by the Defense 
lntdligencc Agency. 

D. V. BENNETI 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Director 

Overall classi~cation of this document is SECRET Sec1el 3 



. Peplqymentpf'these ships generally 
:is a gooo it~<licatot of Sqv,iednrentions 
in pc.tding space activities. (:See nrap 
·ott pages 20 and 2·1X. 

Inchon OC:ecn dttployment 
Ships in the lodian Ocet,~.n ~,re .

positioned tq cQye:t; landing anc,f 
rt.'COvery of luna-r-tn ission spaccerafl: 
returning to 1he· Eartb;s mid-la,tilude 
and' equatorial zones. Prime mission 
of the Soviet Spcci~l Spaee Support 
Ships is sear<;h a:r1d recovet:y of space 
capsules. 'The Soviets m.Wc .their 
first wat~i' teoovery ou 21. $eptembcr 
1968, when Zond 5, .an m1manncd 
circumlunar spacecraft, ~plashed down 
in the Indian Ocean. 

18_ ·Seeret 

. Pa~ilie Ocean •upport shipsc 

The p,rJme nlistion of :t,hc Soviet 
¥ii!Sil~ R.ange Instrumentation Ships; 
lSMRI~) deploy_c:,~ in the Pa~Uit< 
Oce:an .LS emer-gency -search arid n:sqpe· 
of 1i1aqned sr~ace fliShts. Sl\>1RI$. 
are weU equ~ppcd for; }escue, sho~Jd 
uppe.r-~tage p1;'oi>uislQ,n f'!.i:hu·e or.:our 
early during the flight or in de-orbit 
phase when reco\ftry i~1 t'he Soviet 
Un'ion w~J.tld be impossible, 

Their(a.cilfties include: 
• f.;quipment capabl\: of communi· 

eating wjth Mosi:;(jw ahd the spa(fc• 
craft. ' 

• Radars and othet· electronic de
vices to track. descending . spacecraft. 

• Helicopters ·tO retrieve the 
cosmpnauts. 

 

· 

SMRIS assume} th:~~~e .w:pport 
s~tioils,:when a launehl,i':iinpendm-g. 
The most• dist~n't ~; ~ti~ ·~· p~t the ·

 ~q\;l.atpt:' Mq xeqtili;~ a:'baut' H d~·s 
to reach frqm .the. . h_om.e j)Qd of' 

:,Pe:t-r:qpavlo~. }:'hese ships, are 'USu<liL!! 
deplo.yed· ro· Widely separated st;l#ons 
astride l h¢ ear:dt trace ~f thOc proj~tt:d 
~era rev@lucl'on. In, this. manner. they 
extend effective eo~ge ofthe v~hide ·
(or the greatest ·possible dista.rice over 
tl1e Pacific Ocean. 

In con'trast to t he · widespread a~
ployr:nc;.nr Of SMRIS when, suppq~ng 
a space· operation, the ships .o~te 
as ·a tx~am ,of t:wo, 'three--or 'i•n a few 
instanccS'-:ioill·, whQl particiJ!atin~ 
i~ ·an ¢x:t<!ndeCl-raageVIC:B~i' ope.
tron, 

 
,

 

 

 
· 

http:ployr:nc;.nr


Atlantic Ocean deployment 

~ 
. Soviet Space Event Support Sh,1ps 
SSESS) . are usually dcployet;L off the 
est and east coast of Afnca, east 

coast of South Ame.rica, and .in the ·
'Mediterranean Sea. Sucl1 deployment ·
provide~ satisfactory coverage of the 
injection phase of lunar.finterplar)etary 
space. probes and the de-orbit phase 
of recoverable earth satellites. The 
primary mission of the SSESS is to 
provide specific data to Moscow im
mediately after orbital transfer. This 
permits early and reliable acquisition 
of the spacecraft by Crimea instrumen
tation facilities. 

a.Ther~ are c:-vocategories o[.SSESS: 
er, lightly mstrumented slups, and 
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a .newer heavily instrumented group. 
Plder ships indude the. J)ol£nsk, 
Rj,rina, and B~4.hitsa. 

Newer SSESS include rh~ Kegostrov, 
Borovichi, Mor;:;ho'uels, and Nevel. The)' 
are about .400 .feet long and have a 
speed of 16 knots; all arc converted 
timber carriers. This group of SSESS 
is used primarily for tek.tnetry recep
tion ay, and as a 
potential recover-y forr.e. In previous 
space events, t·hese ships proVided· 
support while stationed in the Mediter
ranean Sea, the South Atlantic, and 
the Gulf of Guinea. Ot1 some ocoasion;s 
they were deployed to the Indian. 

(Gmtinued on page 21) 

~omaroV'-one of a kind 

The 11ewest operational SSESS is 
tlle J(omaro()-<-a · "one of ·a kind" 
instrumented 'ship that was convel'tccl 
iD Leningrad d!Jring 1967. The con
versiofl consi.~teQ 0fjoining the Pl>llava
.class merchant ship Ginchevs}/s bow 
and· stern . sections to a new center 
sec:tlor1 .to!'ltaii1iu: ih.e electronic in
strumentation. 

I 25Xl, E.0.13526 

Molniya-I.Comm.unication:s Satellite.-fer 
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Chninika11, one sixdj  SMRJS 
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, communica'(io.ns rel
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-- AP.P~OXI.N\ATE SHIP PQSI"fJONS .far SUPPO,RI 


Pa ci fic 

• · l.AD'N.C.H siTES 

.. • .• . SUPPORT SHIP$ 

• FOB.$ .,. fractlooilJ brbi:t Bomba(dment .$ystetn
* Esv == tarth satelltt~Ve:hicle · 
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L---:--:---:----......,....,.IDuring lunar 
and interplanetary missions thl~ Koma
rozh instrumer1 tation facilities mar
ginally supplement the deep space 
tracking stations at Yevpatoriya iu . 
the Crimea and Galenki in the Soviet 
Far East. 

The . ship's major instrumentation 
includes: 

• Two 65-foot domes. each cover
ing a dish anteonn abo.ut 30 fcr;t in 
width. 

• .A 25-foot domt>. covering a 8.5
foot dish antenna. 

• Two Quad Ring antennali. 
• Two Vee ·Cones, a Stub Brace, 

and a large assortment of whip 
antennas. 

25Xl, E.0.13526 

x1stmg s.upport sl1ips are consid
ered adequate to t)lcet the present 
requirem~nts of the Soviet near-earth 
space pmgram. For interplanetary 
mission covl!rage, improved system 
performance and rcJiability would be 
required. 

A large new instrumentation ship, 
the Kosmon.aut .ruri .Gagarin is · being 
fi.tted out at cJ1e Baltic .Shipyard, 
Leni.ngr'ad. This ship · will probably 
augment t11e d{:c.p space stations at 
Ycvpatoriya and GaJenki. 

These ground facilities, couplt:d 
w1th the Gogarin at Havana, would 
be located roughly 1.20 degrees apart 
in longitude, providing 24-hour cov
erage or ll.lriarfde<:p space missions. 

The Gi1garin woulcl be t.tsed in 
Gonjunction. 1vith a communications 
sat.cllite (or passing · and receiving 
data. It would also be used for track
ing/commanding of deep-space. probes, 
lunar mi5sions, and t:arth orbiting 
missions, such as perfoxmed by a 
manned space station. [END] 
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