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GfilAIC ISSUED TH! ·FOLLOWING STATEMENT. AT 1..980 HOURS EDT ON 

12 AUGUST 1962 CONCERNING THE LAU.NCHING or SPUTNIK xx CVOSTOK III>. 

WITH MAJ. AN DRAIN CL NIKOLAYEV AB()ARD AT 1829:59Z ON 11 AU<IJST 

1962, AND SPUTNIK XX! CVOSTOK IV> VITH LT COL. P R PoPOVICH 

ABOARD AT 0802:32Z ON 12. AUGUST 1962: 

1. THE USSR HAS ACHIEVED ANOnlER SIGNIFICANT SPACE FIRST BY 

LAUNCHING TVO PJANNED EARTH SATELLITES FROll TYURA. TA! APPROXIMATELY . . 

l'.nE DAY PAP ART. THE L~UNCHING OF VOSTCK IV VAS SYNCHRONIZED VITH 

.TH! SIXTEENTH PASSAGE OF VOSTOK III SO .AS TO PLACE TH! TWO CAPSULES 

IN VERY' CLOSE PROXIMITY IN SPACE. BOTH. OF TH!S.E LAUNCHINGS PROBABLY 

USED THE STANDARD VOS TOK LAUNCH VDIICLE CONFIGURATION CIe E. t . SS-6 

ICBI AND LUNIK UPPER STAGE>. 
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2. THE SOVIETS HAVE' STATED THAT THE PURPOSE OF THIS SPACE T
MISSION IS THREIFOLDI <1) TO ESTABLISH COIDluNICATI~S BETWEEN THE 

TVO COSMONAUTS,. (2) TO STUDY DIFFERENCES IN THE BIHAVIOR OF TVO 
' 

COSMONAUTS I~ THE SAME SPACE ENVIRONMENT. AND C:S> TO INVESTIGATE 

THE cooRDINATION or THEIR ACTIONS. I ITHE. Two sox1, E.o.13s26 

CAPSULES CCMMUNICATED WITH EACH OTHE~ THERE IS ADEQUATE.TELEMETRY 

AND TELEVISION COVERAGE OF BOTH COSMONAUTS TO CONFIRM THAT 1HE STUDY 

or THEIR DIFFERENTIAL BEHAVIOR VAS ALSO AN OBJECTIVE OF THE MISSION. 

'tffE ?HIRD STATED. OBJECTIVE IS AMBIGUOUS AND HEDGED SO AS TO SUPPORT 
. . 

A WIDE RANGE OF POSSIBLE RESULTS•.. IT COULD REJl'ER TO INVESTIGATING THE. 

COORD~NATED...,.OP_ERATION· OF l"IO MANNED SPACECRAFT• · TO GD1ERAL ·RENDEZVOUS 

IN SPACE, .OR TO AN AC'RJAL Dt;>CKING ATTEMPT (I.E.' PHYSICAL CONTACT or 
' ' 

111£ TVO CAPSULES>. IT IS NOV CLEAR THAT THE SOVIETS· INTENDED TO DOCK 

'DIE TWO CAPSULES AND HAVE EVIDENTLY SUCCEEDED. 
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3. TRAJECTORIES I50Xl, E.0.13526 

INDICATE THAT THE TVO MANNED VOSTOK CAPSULES-VERE PLACED WITHIN 

---  · SC:PA'2Al(Ot\,) 
SEVERAL MILFS OF ONE . ANOTHER . IR THE IRITIAL LAUNCHIN$. THIS -SP-INftAflt 

WAS DRASTICALLY REDUCED. SOl!IETIME PRIOR TO mE DD or THE FOURTH ORBIT 

OF THE SEC~D CAPSULE WHEN THE TRACKING DATA OF THE TWO ·cAPSUL!S 

DRASTICALLY COINCIDED. THE AGREEMENT IS SO CLOSE THAT IT IS ALMOST 

CERTAIN THAT THE TVO SPACECRAFT WlRE ACTUALLY DOCKED. 50Xl, .0.13526 

....________. COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE· TWO SPACECRAFT AND' GROUND 

STATIONS INDICATE THAT THE TVO COsti!ONAUTS CARRIED OUT A DEFINITE PLAN ,. 

FOR RENDEZVOUS~ 

TOP SECRET 50Xl, E. .13526 

4. THE CO-ORBITING AND DOCKING OF THE TVO MANNED CAPSULES 

REPRESENT A RD.IARJCABLE ·TECHNICAL ACHIEVEMENT.· THE SPLIT SECOND 

TIMING OF THE LAUNCHING INDICATES THE HIGH R!LIABIU1T OF THE SOVIET 

ROCKET VEHICLES EMPLOYED AND THE SUPPORTING GROUND SYSTEMS. . THE 

llISSI"ON llAS"lJ!BONSTRATED ·voR· "THE.FIRST ..TtlE A USEFUL ORBITAL COITROL 

MANUEVER AND AC~AL DOCKING OF SPACECRAFT. ,URTHERllOR!t IF IT 

SHOULD DEVELOP THAT MEN OR EQUIPMENT VERE ACTUALLY TRANSFERRED 

BETWEEN THE CAPSULES, THEN THE MISSlOrf BECOMES ·EVEN MORE SICllIFICANT. 

ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THFSE FEATS WOULD OP!N· A NEV SPECTRUM OF SOVIET 

SPACE ACTIVITIES, AMONG WHICH WE INCLUDE (l > DOCKING FOR MANNED 

UJNAR MISSION, <2> CREATION OF MANNED SPACE STATION, (3) IDENTIFICATION 

AND INSPECTION OF ORBITING SPACE VEHICLES. HOWEVER, VE PROBABLY WILL 

HAVE TO ANALYZE THE COMPLETED MISSION IN DETAIL TO FULLY-APPRECIATE 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS !VENT. 



~ P~O~OCOPIED BY.THE KENNEDY LIBRARY DUE TO TUE DETERIORATION OF !HE ORIG~NAL. 

~' ' 

'• -<llAIC PREVIOUSi.Y ESTillAtED THAT THE. SOVIET' HAD· THE CAPABILITY 

. J FOR RENDEZVOUS DURING·, I ~2. HOWEVER. 1HE -'ACTUAL DOCKINS VAS NOT 

t IX,Pf.Ct!O UMTIL 1963 AND THE CAPABILITY FOR TRARSF'ER. OP' llEN AND !GU!PMEI 
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NOT UNrIL 1965. THE PRESENT· SPACE- RISSI._ ,INDICATES THAT A- DOCKING 

. 

'' 
·..  c~.&'11.rn VAS ACHIEVED SOON~R·•.TH-.. EsTillA~ID•. !Ft. IN .ADDI.TION, A

~,-1'·1>~~,a- v~ AC_KlEVD,· •E _NUS~:'c~~!PER' ~OVlET SPACE TEeHNOi..Oar . 
':.1~., . . . ''~' ...• 

. . ·. I 

" 
·.G.-· ·,r THE PRESDit TIME 1r.1s·1or·p0ss1a11 :n·nm1111KE HOV OR . 

 . WIN VOSTllP'. UJ AllD IV V~U 8E :m:iw!RID. RADIO 1111SCOV AlltlouNcED . 

AT' THE TVO SPACE-SHIPS •JOIMED :'T08~HEr. AT U38Z"MD THAT ·THEY VILL 
. ' 

. .. ·..· '

m:~soON ClllIUG:DOWN TOIJETHER.· ·..BASED' ON PUVIOUS OPERATIONS THE . . . 

_,EARLIEST RICOYERY· V~LD ·s1 !XP~t:ED.AT:·1739z ON 1·3 AUCIUST. .Ir THEY.

.. UTILIZE THI . SAllE . 8£NERAL AREA· . . AS···US£D FOR SASARIR MD TITOV., RECOVERY
. ' 

..WOULD OCCUR ·ONE "ORBIT·. LATER" Al ABOUT 19tlZ. SIMILAR SUIT.ASL!: 
. 

•movERJ. 
. 

n11r.s ·OCCUR 'DAILY.. AT SLIGHTLY· LIS$ '·THAN ·a4•HOUR INTERVALS.· I,_ THE 

.CAPSULES ARE' Ul FM:T d~Iff~· ~R :TH~ ~~SENGERS ARI NOV ·1" ASINGLE 

.:VEHICLE ONE R!C.QV.Uf OPEJtA.TIOR· IS= COISIDDED LilttT. IF THE CAPSULES. . ·.· ... .. ., . . . 

__.ARE SEPARATDt. R!C~~~}~::.~~: ..COULD. BE,_ACKID·ED ON 1HE_SAllE ORBIT•

-Oii· SUCCEED118 AIRB1;1$ 'to· m.~.SEl'AllATI; ~OVIRr 11a!As. o~ ABOUT ... HOURS 

:.LATER iF TfftY. -~HOGsE ·!0 US!:f~~~~~~-,J RECOVERY ~REA. AND ~ljlCRAfT
.:scP•1 · ,.. · · 
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