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·ussR MAY HAVE Two LUNAR PROGRAMS UNDER \IAY 

The soviets apparently have 

two concurrent lunar programs, 

one involving the launch of Luna 

15 on 13 July by the SL-12 and 

the other possibly related to the 

long-anticipated large new space 

booster. 

Analysis of soviet sp~ce 
operations since Februa~y . in­
dicates that launch activity 
associated with Luna 15 was sim­
ilar to preparations ~hich ended 
in a . launch cancellat,ion on 19 
February and a failure on 14 June. 
The SL-12, which has.suffered 
eight failures in thirteen at­
t~mpts, was the booster used in 
these operations. 

A differen.t pntte7n of 
preparations chnrncter7zed an­
other launch canccll~tion on 
22 February and a failure o~ 3 
July. Both of Uicse operations 

* * 

possibly involved a booster 
other than the SL-12. The 
strength of an explosion moni­
tored from the . area of the Ar al 
Sea on 3 July suggests that a 
booster larger than the SL-12 
blew up at Tyuratam either on 
the pad or early in flight. 

The precise goals of both 
programs are not known, but 
they involve missions different 
from previous Zond or Luna events. 
The current. lunar program in­
volving the SL-12 booster ap­
pears to be aimed at scientific 
exploration of the moon and 
probably is not directly re­
lated to manned 1 unar flight. 
The other program could be di ­
rected at developing capabili ­
ties and techni~ues required 
for a manned 
(9?0P SECRB~ I 

lunar landjoq. J 
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