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Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your letter of January/22, 1976,
requestmg that your staff be permitted to see the minutes
of a November 6, 1970 National Secur1ty'_,CounC1l meeting
called to discuss policy options with re__si)ect'to Chile.
Your letter indicates that the Select Committee feels this
is essential "to complete'its inquiry, into U.S. involvement
in Chile, and the assas 51nat1on questmn "

Unlike the NSC ma.ter1als prev1ously prov1ded to the Select ‘ -
Committee in these and related’areas; the record of the '
November 6, 1970 meeting --"actually entitled YMemorandum
‘of Conversation -"NSC" Meetmg - "CHile " (NSSM 97)!" -~ is
~ in fact a virtually verbatim'transcript of a candid discussion -

‘ - of policy options between- the President asrd his closest
advisers, including the Vice President, the Secretary of
State, the Secretary oﬁ-"'Defe_nse, the Assistant to the President
for National Securi’cy(.Affair-s, the Director of Central -
Intelligence, the Director of Eme rgency Preparedness, and
others. As such, the Memorandum of Conversation is in that '
category of mate/r"ia.ls Constitutionally protected against dis-
closure to another branch of government, Consequently, I
am unable to accede to your request that Select Committee
staff be permitted to review the Memorandum of Conversation. |

Committee/staff members have informed us that they are
'particula}f‘iy interested in any reference in the minutes of this
meeti.n'g.,.-"&o an assassination of Allende. I can assure you that
th,ere,is/ no statement of any kind in these minutes which could
be injérpreted as a reference to any assassination of Allende. -
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There is, however, a document prepared for the u‘ée of
the Director of Central Intelligence in briefing this NSC
meeting ‘which refers to the assassination of Army com-~’
mander Rene Schneider.. We are prepared to make this
briefing paper available to approprlaté Committee staff
on the understarding that there will be no z‘elease or
dlsclosure of the mformatmn without our: permlssmn. :

' ’ /
As you know, National Security Decis_ién Memorandum
' No. 93, a copy of which has been provided to the Com-
mittee, reports the deC1s1ons reached at the November 6

1970 NSC meeting.

Very truly your s,

Pt "'p W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

" The Honorable Frank Church
'Chairman
Select Comrnlttee to Study Governmental
Operat;ons With Respect to.
Intelligence Activities. -
United S’éates Senate
Washipgton, D.C. 20510
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