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WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1976 
IVLF MR Case , 
[( -,,- :~: 2C;'~ [',j 0 '.' 

Dear Mr.Chalrman: 

This is In- respons e to your letter of January 22, ) 76, requesting that 
your staff be permitted to see the minutes of a N vernbe r 6, 1970 
Na.tional Security Council meeting called to dis uss policy options with 
respect to Chile. Your letter indicates that e Select Committee feels 
this is essential "to complete its inquiry in 0 U.S~ Iuvolvementtn 
Chile, and the as sassina.tion question. /I 

Unlike the NSC materials previously ~ovided to the Select Corrunittee ill 

the s e and related areas, the record I the November 6, 1970 meeting 
actual.ly entitled "Memorandum of onversation - NSC Meeting - Chile 
(NSSM-97)1f -- is in fact a virtual verbatim transcript of a candid dis-
cussion of policy options betwee the President and his closest advi s er s , 
including the Vice President, e Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
Defense, the Assistant to the resident for National Secu.rIty Affairs, the 
Director of Central Intellig ce, the Director of Emergency Preparedness, 

, and others. A s such, the emorandurn of Conversation is in that category 
, of materials Constitution Uy protected against disclosure to another 
branch of govermnent. ons equentky, I am unable to acc ed e-to your re-
quest that Select Co Itt ee staff be permitted to, review the Memorandum 
of Conversation.-----	 / , 

However, recognizing your interest in this matter, and' i.n an. effort to 
! 

a cc orrizno date the feeds of the Select Corruni1.tee while at the same time 
preserve the priyileged status of the document in question, I can advise 

as follows: / 
/ 

o	 Tie Memorandum of Conversation contains no re£er-
Ince whatsoever, directly or indirectly, to the 
'Schneider .matter. However, a briefing paper prepared 

/ by t~e Director of Central Intelligence for the meetingI rDECLASSIFIED UNDER AUTHORITY OF THE INTERAGENCY , '
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r epo rt s on the Schneider matter and discusses it rami-
fications. We are prepared to make this briefi 'g paper 
available to a.ppropriate Committee staf~ und;-r the 'pro-
.cedur es p r evi.ou.skyagreed to, under which iner e will be 
no release or disclosure of the information without our 
permission. ,/ 

/1 
The p Hey options with respect to ChJ::Le'discussed in the 
Nove ber 6, ,1970 meeting were as/~llows: (I) seek a 
modus vivendi with the Allende gove r nm ent: or (2) adopt a 
postur of overt and frank hostil~tY; or (3) adopt what is 
in fact a hostile posture but not.;£rom an overt scan ce ' 
(that Ls , ove in hostility fro.r;rta low-key posture). Al-
though th re is no formal re~~rd of decisions the 
Memoran of Conversati6n indicates that the third 
option was dopted, with t,he President stating t~at "We 
must be pro er on the su,:tface with Allende, but other-
wis e we will e tough. ",Ii 

o	 The Memoran urn. of.Conversation indicates that the 
Office of Emer ency Preparedness was directed to pre-
pare a report 0 possible sales from the copper stockpile 
to "hurt Chile a Y also save on the budget. TheII 

Departments of S ate and Defense were directed to study 
the impact of cop r stockpile sales on other nations, and 
a direction w~s gi n to help other countries build up their 
production of. coppe • 

o	 The Memorandum of onve r sat.i.on indicates that the 
Defense Department as directed to provide more assist-
ance to military leade s in other' South .American nations. 

o The Memor-andum of Co versation indicates that a decision 
was apparently made to ovide no further credit 
tees to Chile and to cut bal k existing guarantees 
a~part of an overall strat y to "toughen up" on 
relationships with Chile. 
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I trust the .iO'regoing will suffice to meet the needs of the :)elect Commlttee 
in this ~ter.". . . . 

Very truly yours,. 

PhilipW. Buc hen' 
Couns el to the/Presiden.t

// 

The Honorable Frank Church /'
 
Chair:rnan /
 
Select Conunittee to Study Governmental /
 

Operations With Respect to ;/ 
/ 

Intelligence Activities .:'
 
United States Senate //
 
Washington, D. C. 20510 ,.'
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