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The attached folder contains special channel messages between Ambassa-
dor Korry and the White House (or Alex Johnson in 40 Committee role)
during the period September 14, 1970 to November 8, 1970, This covers
most of the period between Allende'’s victory in the popular election
(September 3) and the Cong ressional run-off {October 28) and Inaugura-
tion (November '3). These messages have been examined for evidence of
White House involvement in actions which might prove embarrassing.
Also included is a summary cable from Ambassador Korry outlining

various instructions he received and messages he sent during the period.

January 19 to September 13, 1970 (Tab A), provided in response to a
Presidential request on November 7 for a history of e‘vibdence leading up
to the '"present situation in Chile'', " The document focusses primarily

on the Ambassador's conflicts with State which apparently he had earlier
discussed directly with the President. The Korry summary (Tab A} is,
therefore, slanted to the problem of key concern at the time as to whether
enough had been done to prevent the emergence of a freely elected com-
munist regime in Latin’Ameri;:a.

This_ sample of messages indicates the extent of White_:'House involvement

during this period.)which'was primarily in a 40 Committee context.

-=- On March 27 Ambassador Korry was notified that a limited pro-
gram directed against Allende had been approved by the 40 Committee.
This included funding to foster radical party dissidence (Tab A).

-- On July 3, Xorry was notified that Phase I of his ?roaram for

- political action had been approved by the 40 Committee. (\».59\3
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T ~-- Your back chaniiel message of Septe ser 12 expressed the
‘ President's appreciation of Korry S perceptlve reporting and efforts.

' It asked for recommendaticons as to courses of :ction. This was at a
time when State was trying tv> hold Korry down (Tab A). A ‘

-~ Korry made a lengthy Mback- channel reportto you on recom-~
mended political actions, mostly of a propaganda natute designed to
_helo Allende's opponents within the- constitutional framewvork and at
the same time improve the bargamm p051t10n of his opponerts if
Allende should win (Tab B). ’ : o

_ -~ On September 26, Korry reported #o you and Secreta ry Johnson
that the Minister of Defense had informed military leaders in Chile that
Korry had authorized him to say that there would he no military assist-
ance or any other mlhtary connections with the United Sitates if Allende A
won (Tab G) o : L L

--In a report to you, while you were abroad, Director Helms
indicated that the 40 Committee on September 29 accepted some of Korry's
1deas for bringing economic pres sure {(Tab M). : :

-~ A September 30 message from Johns.on to Korry reported some
limited steps being taken in the economic and financial fields which would
‘ _ indicete concern about Chile's long-term financial stability. He stated

that MAP training was being suspended with 40 Committee approval
(Tabs L, M).

'  --@n Oct,ober 1, ;qessage from Johnson ga‘{-e Korry authorization

- to inform military leaders that we would suspend MAP materiel deliveries.
.Export license requests by the Chllean ‘military were also held up at that
point.

. --In a message to you znd Johnson on October 1, Korry reported
he had informed the Defense Minister that if Allende wins, the U.S. will.
not be in a position to provide any financial support of the PDC for any
activities. Korry spread several unsettling stories about the consequences
of 2. communist regime (Tab P). -

: -~ On Oetober the Defense Ministef was informed privately by
- Korry that training and FMS and MAP deliveries would be held in abeyance
until the pol1c1es of the new government were established (Tab W')
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-~ On October 8, .the Defense Minister was informed in writing
..hat the tralnmg program was being held in abeyance (Tab W). '

- In an October 9 message (Tab X3},2Korry referred-to'a‘ message
of October 7 (not in files) which apparentiy discussed points he should"
make to the Chilean military and also discussed the possibility of offer-
ing more MAP as an incentive to block Allende. The message to Korry

. 'apparently ‘asked-his evaluation of a proposal for a coup received. from
a group with whom Korry had not been involved. Korry was very nega-
tive about any coup attempts at that point and stated there was no longer
‘a basis for hope of the success of any action program.

--.On November 6, Korry requested the use of a sfnall amount of
funds to influence decisions within the PDC in favor of particular PDC
.ca.nd1da_d:es for President (Tab AAj}. :

In practically all of the above cases the messages were transmitted
through 40 Committee channels and the appropriate representatives.of
- the bureaucracy apparently participated in the decisions. It would appear
that the action program amounted to rather restrained and limited political
interference. Koxrry took some authorized actions to try to influence the
vote and had a number of direct and-indirect consultations with Allende's
opposition and the military leadership. The Ambassador also had many
 contacts with company representatives but appears to have been cautious
and discreet in his dealings with them. There are no references to ITT.
~There'is, however, evidence of a certain free-wheeling quality to his
style of operation dur1n0r this period and he obviously was frustrated by
_ State's reluctance to take vigorous action, particularly in the early s..ages
before the popular election in early September. :

There are no indications that the U.S. -fostered a coﬁp' attempt to circum-

vent Allende's coming to power. In a cable of September 25 (Tab E), Korry-
reported he had instructed his military and CAS people in very strong terms

‘not to give encouragement of any kind to potential coup plotters. He re-
ported on September 28 a questionable offer of a coup by a military group
in return for certain financial assurances (Tab I) This obviously was not
accepted. The only indication of some Washington interest in evalua’cmcr
a coup is in the message referred to above (Tab X)
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The picture drawn from theseicables cannot be considered complete since
it is only a-limited sample. It would appear that a number of Korry's
messages were not immediat:ly answered but this could also reflect
ne ¢c. 2 full - rt on Whi E invol 1 1t
would require exammatlon ‘of minutes of 40 Committee meetings, Mem-
Cons of appointments by Korry with you .and the President, front channel
cables between State and Chile, TelCons, memoranda rece1ved from the
agencies and sent to the President, activities with other foreign govern-
ments, etc. This examines only a narrow time frame; a full understand-
-ing of the problem would require examination of both the period hefore
and after the one encompassed by these cables. In the post-Inauguration
period, for example, there are a number of direct back channels with
- Korry and numerous SRG/NSC meeting records which might prov1de
‘ ms1gnts on activities prior to November.

- If you WJ.sh a fuller examination, we could proceed in one or all of the
followmg way s: :

-~ Obtain the book compiled by Nachminoff which should have a
complete ﬁle of cables, as welL as providing _r,nany..other, sources, .

- Rev1ew the mmutes of 40 Commﬁ:ee dellberatlons and records
of decisions. :

-= Make a complete study of all source data available on the entire’
per1od. : :

' ‘You may wish to wait to see the results of the study you requested from.
" Jim Schlesinger before directing further White House research by your
f1ce or Jordan.
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