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-secsed 44 troublo. ‘Tri Quang was tending to ally with tha soutlmmcrs

" somnel allepiances. HBowever Ln broad outlisa the pl.ctm:c ptovlded belou,hs_

© ag tcducing the -capacity for coordisated -actibn’ of a potcntinlly signi-

-SEERET /NOFORK/LIMDIS . Saigon A-56
. 2

8 strong peroonal dislike for-Thien Minh, Thiem Ninhr'sr;:r!tics

. varlously charged him with boing a lax monk, having misappropriated funds,
and with being "in the pay-of the GVN'. Some vwho feared an imcreaso E
ia cxtremist opposition influence-at An Quang “oped to retaim Thion Moh G

. in.some pocition of influonce, but gought someone with a betcer peraounl

roput:utlon as Rec:or. . -
g mitd-novcﬂct‘ n:len Hinh'n détormined campaign’ “for the Rcctorship

agalast him,. Hgover,ably assisted by ¥Fencrable Huyen Quang, BSC
Sccretary - General and a follow Mmodsratcé™, Thicn Minh campaignad vigo=-
rously with ‘provicefaol Buddhist figures. Re succeceded in -accusulating
formidablo support on tha floor -at the c«.mgresa, chh evc.n:uauy dcad-

1ccked over the electxon (reforence. (b)). ... . G 2 e

3. This. rep-orc ‘will swemarize tho events which lwdintcly proccdcd tho

Pifth Bi-Anpeal Congress; proceedings at the Comgrcso itaclf, and .the ens

suing doadlock; and tha cfforts by Tri Quang and others which culoinated =
in the intorvontion of the Supreme Patriaréh, who o Japuory il named'a
now-Righ Secular Council, Information is- 1ncc-plet:e on the sequence ln
which certain-cvents occurred, and on some dctails of the shifting por-

bolicved acourato.
4, The- wembership of the Council raflects a coapronlsc bcu.-acn Tinicn»- ioh
.ond Tri Quang to the V¥irtual axclusion of Bouthernars and has Flraun harsh
criticism from cmbirtored southern oxtremists as.a “rightest! groap of -

“CVN puppats™, Tho new IISC is apparently functioning,-althougl.its ahm?coned

" mapdats -- onld year'-- and the continGing dnisosity -botween Thicn: Hink and‘

Tri Quang, plus: the hostility of soutbermors who feol choated. at tho

outcosa, will contimnc to make it difﬁcult for ‘the ILSC t;o spcas a.nthori.- ?_:

txtively fot and to the fuithful. . i : oo
5. m preatige-of .tha Buddhist lcadémhip and of z:bo Cixurch Ltself
-has suffered by tho somorimes esordid aquabbling of the past ‘Bbaths m o
- disd¥ray {n An Quang rauks is no doubt welcosod at TIndépendence Palace *

" ficzat cloment.in the opposition, Nowever i squabbling at-An- Qunng
also 1llustrates the continuing failurc of one inporrant elcment-of . -
Vietnamese socicty to-achieve political vuity which, under the tisht
circumstances, could provide an asset-to the antl-cmnist nntionali..t
cause. L

6. This zopore will alss briefly iccuss the shsmpes im the Usk

vhich were approved at the Fifth Comgress.

-SBAREE/NOFORH/LDMDIS
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. anti2"thicd .forca™ -position; also prblished by a Thicn Mz supporter; e
and.as enclosura.6, a listing of the new High Secular. Council. appotnmd—

. FLEEh Bi-Aumial Cougress of the United Buddhist Association™Congress -

- Senatar Vu Van Mou 2nd Doputics Kieu Hong Thu and Hoang Phuc. 'flzc

‘that ho threatonced to defy his wentor Tri Quang: and becauss-Bye

Saigon A<56 "
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7.. Tcansalttad separateiy as roference (c) is. biographic data on the
ne High Secular Council, Io addition, this airgram forwards as

enclosures 1, 2, 3 and 4 documonts issusd folloving the Congress by -
tha pro-l‘hie-n I-H.ﬂ: faction; as enclosurs 5, & statemcnt of .the Church's

by tho Suptexe Pau'urch by cdict on Jsouary 11, 1974.

End - Ba and . Suswma t

8. 'A Pragile Compromise. As the Dece-bcr 10 opon.tng datn for. tha

(UBA) drew meavor, the campaign zgainst Acting Roctor Thien Minh grow
=ore iktense. On Fovesber 29 a petition was circulated by the aouthc:n
faction led by Venerables Ho Gfac, Phap Tri and Buu Hue,-eided:by..:

patition vrged scothcrn Vemsrable Thicn loa to étand in opposition to
Thicn Hink for. the Rector’s post. #Msu was aleo circulatlng a léteer.
accusing. Thien Hinh ‘and-Iuyon Quang-of ‘botng” Pthoxtighly corrupt™. -
Tharo wai-alsd press- speculation about a possibly mora prorumnc rolc
fot tho Venerable m Quang. =

9.._ A.wording to FVS-33,082, Duedaqr 8, 1973 Ihien uoa t!. Quang "
and Thien High iu carly Decmbcr xeached a tmtat:lve cospromige - Pfor -
the gake -of Church uanity": the post of Ractor would go to.Thien foa-

vita Thicn Hinh and Tri Quang bafog accorded equivalent nowly-creatcd T |

positions as Mvinora. Thien Hich’s condition~for.this was that his
colleague llayen Quang rotain somc iuflucntial-pest, citber is Seerotary
General or . perhaps as First Deputy -Roctor. The conptonlse proved fragiie,
howaver, for the following roasons;-. Thied Hoa was oudgr contfuufng

pressure from aoutherners and others to excludé Thien Hinh and“Inyon Quang

enumly, Vexerable Buc xhuan, & mr:hamermd an_associate ‘of Tri Quanp',' 3

vae also vebeacntly opposed to retaiuing ﬂum Hinh or Buycn ngng in”
any position of influcnce and was.reportedly so. angry at the -compronise
o Quang
vas gaining confidence- that provinclalisupport might just be sufffcient

to carry thc day for Thisn Kioh after all, hence making any ‘Soncasaicas -
legs ueccassary, Although Thien Hoa attended z pegotiating segoion with
Tri Quang, Thien Hinh and Tri Thu on December 7, he was dcscribed ‘88 -

“angry't and “vuung to go it alone” by ona source. )

10, m Snnrm Pattureh's Divestive, Ou Docasber 3 5, oa the cve of
the Congress, s, smothor ‘meating of the sonior bonzes was ~onvened- at

vhich a Dircctive from the Suprese.Patriarch was xead, It wikFbe ve- -

called that the ratrlarch, 95-year-old flue Vencrable Giac Nhicn, had
tean elected 4n July 1973 (sce reféroncé (e)).. Appointed then as-his

* chief Assfataat was the Vonerable Tri Thu, a respected centrzal: Vi.etna-e.,gj — .

bonze whose assigneent was reportedly to influence the Potriarch slong
lincs acceptable to Txf Quang., The Patriarchal Directive read to the

SBERPT/ROFORN/LIDIS
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2ssembled bonzce Decesber 9 requostod the Congress to do thros things:

A. EBlecet Thies Roa a8 Recior;
B. Retagn all incumbent [Hgh Secular -Council membors on the Council;
€. Bowever, to reassiga responsibilities among them, in a fashion

not specificd in the dlrcctive.

11. Viewed by the Thicn Hinh faction, tha Patturcbal dtroctivc uas oo
A logs than satisfactory in that it denied ‘the post of Ractor te Tifen
: Migh; and could be used to furtbor doimgrado Lim from his incumbency:

; as First Deputy Rector, Viewed by the southernars, the Patriarchal
L advico was also less than perrect, in that it frozc the composition
T of the ISC in 1{ts basically wnaouthern and.in-their-view unroproseata- .- :

: tive, coofiguration (cxcept of courso for prize of the post of Reector).- 0 -

} . o

12, The Compromise Falls Apart. The Com;resaoyomd Doccaber 10 witlh
Tri Quang in tho chafr, . This gave rise to woro press epeculation” that ™
he might ewerge from the Congrees with more oporative xesponsibilitics,--- -—_
" porhaps even with the Rectorship. Fowvever, Iri Quang soon telimnisbei
the chair and resumed his more customary behind chc-scene rolc.

2 PO | 9 Intcnse lobbying amoug Congress tcptmontativaa ensoed. Stroba ;
provincial dolegation support for tho Thicn Minh-Buyen Quang faction -
became appatrent, On that first day, Deccsber 10, Thicn Minh gave &
fighting spcech to the Congress, Re targeted Ma lay oppononts ‘i the-
Buddhist Parliamentarians' Lisison Group (BPLG), attacking thews-for =
opporcunisa and insincarity in their claim to be the only truc Mstrugglers
"He charged his cncmies with "sabotage™ and Fblesphcsy™, singling out. .- 1 :.::
Senator Ton That Dinh, publisher of Coog Luan. Thicnm ¥ioh recallcd his
own leadérship during the struggles, but assorted thot now 18’ not-the - . )
time-for the Church to play an overt political role, He called for the. . -
- expulsion of the BPLG froam their quarters im the An Quarg Pagoda. -At- " -
- somé point in.the procoodings, it 1s not clear cxactly vhen; a-voizwes
: takon and the BPLG censored. This was an impressive densostTation of"
Thica Mich's floor streagth.. (Sce:Enclosure 1 for.a Bacesber: 1L
mmique ‘1ssucd fn the naxe 6f the Congress demouncing’ the. BPLG.) s
Hevertheless, the BPLG etill holds its wcotZugs In An Quang which;uit N
will be recalled, is still under the direct comtrol of its Abbott, .. .0 ~.7 f . o
Thien Hoa, wio is sympathotic to the BRLG, That the BPLC office is - e B il 0 R H T
) still at An Qoang was coufirmmed by Vu Van Mau to an Ewbassy office: S T
March 2. (Bovaver on Xarch 18 Senator Tren Quang Thuan told an E:d}auy 6, =¥ HOR 50w TR g
offfcer the BPLGC had xoved out.)- g e ’ H
14. In his capacity of Assistant to tho Par.riatch, i ‘ﬁm Tead ko the TTTTI TO !_::__-‘,___ i m 1]
Congress tha Pacriarchal Divective referred to in parapraph- 9 above.-. v o-mee T B
The next day, December 11, was taken up with further -lobbying. SO L3 '

i
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15, Thicn Hoa's Ultimatwe and Ralk-Out. Sometime on late Decesber 11
or early Decesber 12, Thien | Hoa and his southern supporters submitted
a letter to the Congtms in which they laid down 2 virtual ultt-ama
Tiiido Hoa said he would agree to accept the BSC Rectorship as the
Suprese Patriorch had directed, bat only 1f he could desiguate the -
top REC lcadership as follows: fellow southerner Tri Tioh as Depul:"
Bector. in charge of intornal sffafrs; Quang Po,.a northern oppanont
--of Thior ¥inh and-Tri Quang tououar, -as Deputy Rector.id.charge of . . .
oxternal affaira; Phap Tri, another southcreer; as Depufy. Reetor -foT-....:
genoral affairs; and Fuyen Vi, a souch Ceuntral Victnamese sympathetic |
to tha southerncrs, as Secretary Geoeral, (Aa carlicr 1list floated
by Thien Minh supporters had been puxely sudista.)

16, cmetucackhg, Thien Minh and Buycn Quang charged Hiién. Hoa. . -
vith secking-to di:.tate to the Congress and sccking to pack tho IISG
leadership with southernors, - A voto was called for om tho.three -
recommendations in the Patriarchal Dircctive listed in pnragraph 9 ahava.

(a) Thicn Hloz was chosen Rector; (b) the Congress voted to xetain all = =

Inctmbénts on ‘the TSC; (c) but vored not to rcsssign rosponsiliiitica
oaoug thom, es the Patriarcn 7 bad dircetad, This last vote wvas a clear
victory for Thicu Minh aod Huyen Quang, as {t retaiacd thes in key. ..
positions of First Deputy Ractor and Secvetary General respectively.
Thien loa then walked ocut of tho -Congress, accotdi.ng to soxe’ rcporta
thus highlighting the deadlock.

17. The Deadlock; More Walkoots. The fimal scssfon of :hecong,ma

vas coavened at 2:30 p.m. Decesbor 12 with ona of ¥hien Hivh's prircipal - .

oppononts, Duc ¥huan, in tho ¢halr. Duc Mwan fixst invltcd into the

Congxess hall scveral of the lvading lay acmbers of tho Baddhist Parlias
wontarians’ Liaison Groop (BFIG). (Sce pnra,mpb 13 above far previous. -

Congress action consoring the BPLG,) Duc Rhuan's invitation to the.
BPLG was vicwed by Thica Hinh's supporters as a challemge -to:the validir.y
of all the Congress' provious proccedings, ocapecially the key vote to
retain-all HSC 1Acombents in thoir previous positfons,” Thien Binh's.
supporters noisily challonged. Duc Khuan on this. point; charging that
ho- a3 Chairman wzs deviating from the establisbhed. agenda and pointing
out that the ,ongreaa had alrcady disassociated the Church £ron t:he BI’_

18, This issuc onresolved, the Congress prepared to o tp ;hc nc;t i
agenda item, a report by Secretary General Buysn Quang on projeeted™ ™ 777
Buddhist activitlos during the coming two-ycar term of the BSC, . Again
Duc Mhuan Intervencd axid uproar to prevent Buyen Qzang fru- apeakin,g.
Ruyea Qnalg nevertheless delivered Ms address. ;

ey
I &3
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" Quang who at that poiat had in facc been reclecled: to thelr. pociticos ..

Saigon A-56
—SECRET/ROFORN /LIMDLS : 6

19, As this last day of the Congress wore on into the evening hours,
debate hocemo wore and more acrimouious. Following a brief supper .
bregk, the bonses 3athered again et 10:15 p = Progene wae Tri ng
whok many thought would proposc some major compromise to break tha . .

deadlock, but ho reportedly loft the Congress after only twenty winutes.. -

(Tri_Qeang was subscquently criticized for failing to speak oat at
this critical juncture by somo bonzes,) Fighting to the end to. prevcnt
tha -Coagress from cenfirming Thien Hioh and Hoyen Quang.in their . .~ "
positions, Duc Mhuan finally rose to address-a-shocked Cangress- uith
these words: "I have & ovidence that the Vemcrable Thien Hoa has
abagcnted himself from thesze ptoceedinga bccauso he could not sit to-
gother with trespassers of Buddha's Law.“  This was an unsistakable -
public. xeference to the charges of coacubinage and theft of Church
funds which had beca circulating against Thica Minh -and luyen-Quang:-
Duc ¥huan further asserted thar he *had evidcnco" .agalast the tespass
which, howovar, he was not then authorized to reveal-to the-Congress;
but vhtch would be made available to appropriate-Church di.sclpuna.ry -
bodies, Recpertedly speaking through tears, Duc, Kheao thea resigaed.
his post as Secrotary Genersl of the Supreme Eccloaiastical Coymeil
(in which capacity he had convened the Congress and chni—cd @05 ¢ of i
its scssions) and left the Congress. 5

-

20, At this point, Tu Khoun took tho chair; a oouth‘érner, he was houovm- 1

supportiug Thien Mioh/Muyen Quang (sce rcfcicnces (¢) and (£)), -Beforo
the Congress could dcterming its naxt course of action, six mcabers of
tho BSC rosa, amnounced their resignatioons, amd valked out. “All-anci-- -
Thien Minh, those who walked out wore cither morthernars allicd with

Iri Quang, or southerners: Quamg Do, Glac Duc, and Quang Long,

northerners: aod lio Glac, Tri Tioh, and Phap Tri, southeymers. 6iac Duc *
later explaived to an Embassy officor that this mamcuver had bcen devised: ..

by Quang Do and himsclf and "clearod” with Tri Quang. -It vas alse

coordinated with Duc Nhuwan, whosc own resignation -and. walkout hm:diawly.'.'

preceded theirs. Its Lntent, of course, was to disrept. the-Congress =~
befora it could conclude its work, thus stymieing Thien Minh -and:Jflyca

as First Deputy Rector and Sccretary Cencral. Yhe- six. claimed .that-in.
their absence the Congress had §iseolved aod thas all its work to rhat
point wvas null and void (except the previously adopted Charter amend-

ments, vhich as will be secen below, Glac Dic was most anxious to scc -

reaain intact). E . . A

21. zhe Vemrorable Tu Mhon did not acknowledge thar chc Congress m no . 5y

longer competent. He brought it to a formal close st midpight, dcclnﬂng

Bz, o

that 1f Thiea Boa rofused to accept the Rectorship, the present HoT

would remain iu office (including of coursc Thicn Hinh-as Acting. Rector) .

unt{l a now Congress could be coavoned. (Tu ¥hon's final coa:-uniqna
iz chich he defende the competenca of the f’nnsrnsx as described abcve
is appended as enclosure 2.) : )

m@mmmis
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. confusion and acrimony, developsents with regard to the internal

-Chatter was one of the two principal tasks of the Fifth Congress,

- compiled a’ set of- proposed amendmeuts. Oa Decoabar 2 .and 3, &
- Comalttee” chafved by Tri Quang it to difcuss tkom. They inctudcd =

23, ‘While Tri Quang's role in the debate vhicl\ £ouosed is ambiguows

_that he was dccemincd to preveot the SEC from usurping the sceular.
" affalrs rospodsibilitics of tha WSC, as tha former is compoecd of . -

‘nsc, a step he vas sure vhich was backed by activist and in some casc
) ruucal influence in Charch affal, *s.

-opproved vere:

Saigon A-56 ) . R
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22, The Charter Issue. Before dealing with the post-Congress
Charter of the An Quang UBA should be described.  Awcuding the

the other of course bemg the selcction of a vew High Secular. |
(humil.. Uau before the Congress opened, Veaerabla Duc Khuan had

ptoposals e e

A. !o eliminate tho term "Unified” from the title of thc
:4ssocfation. Duc ¥huan (a morthernar) argued that-tho term @, -
petpatuatcd tho coacept of rogtmulisn. and vas d\emfom -
divbive; : ' i G A

B. To incrcase the powor.of the Suprm Eccleaiastical::
Council (SEC), of which he was Sccrotary General, im . ..
sccu'lar affairs, at tho cxpense of thc lltnh Scm‘l.m' Cmrmll' LG

c. To allow laymen to hold certain scats ca- thc HSCy -~
thus incrmsing tha powntlnl policical role” of ‘that’ body.

Giac Duc and his colleaguc and friend Quang Do opposed” Dué-Nbuan
strepuously,.  (¥ri Quang later reportedly said thar vhile :he opposed
Thicn Hioh and luyca Quang, Duc Nbuan had “gone-teo far'.im.his vehceent-
attacks m them, refereoco (§).) Ctac Duc.tola ay: bBrbassy officer -

clderly monka wno are "nalve politically and would be wmore subject:
to political manipulation than the more worldly younger bonzes_oa.
tho KSC. #fic wvas also adamantly opposed to allowing laymen oato: tho

cxtroutst figures on tho Puddbist Parlidsccntarians' Liaison Group
(BPLG). Giac Duc tearced a laymen's:roln om: :ha.nsc would. zean sorc:

2. on lt:c&bor 3 Duc Rbuan's proposuls me rojccced. A-Ehé:;énts

A) . To limig the public role of t:he Supreae Patrlatch
to ome public statecent annuauy, -

2‘.; aliminars :.a.a ssar of Asz --.SB: s tha "M“‘mh b g il e

and to create a Deputy Patriarch who would succced
in the event of a vacancy; ’ S

o
~
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C) To fusert language in the Charter which vould allow
the Supte-a Patriarch "to take appropriate action e
i~ extreordinary circuastances.” This language w8d. . . - - - - oo
shortly to be invoked to justify the call for - o w@ e
Patriarchal intervention following tha deadlock at . BE
tha Fifth Congross (:ofamnce X and pzragtuph 30 £ belnu)- £

~i-'"'.zs. Although ‘Duc Whuan reportedly promisad to tontinge to push for - o5 gl
“his mmhentn, on Deccwber 12 the Pifth Congress approved CLaé Duc's’ :
" propoéed smendmcats, HWien the six anti-Thien Mink bonzes ‘welked oot

of the Congress lato on” last day of the Congress proccedings, they .

sought thereby to declaro the Congross incompetont. with regard to r.lu: R S
-ealection of a-now Cowncil, but did Dot seek to snsul.tho amcadments mREmE g

a8 voted December 12, Ciac Duc has described this outcom as high.ly '
aactofoctory to him and cther aati-commnists on the 115C, R

Tu Mls Decln'ratian and Co |! E s B T ,'" 3 .

26, On Decmber 14, Yensrablo Tu Khon, in bis capaclty as C‘baimn of
the: Congress at ‘its cloga, {zsaed a Cosmniqua Ko. Q115 -to tho Faithful -
vhich asscrted that the Pifth Congress had come to ‘s succossful conclu-~
eion, having 'voted the amandsents to thd Buddhist Charter” snd boving,
“tinanimously” voted to rotain the MSC in office umtil thc convening of
luothcr Congrnas (sec emclosure 1), .

27. On the somo .date Tu ¥hon also circulated a moré lcngthy Dcclmtion, )
dated Decesber 12, which swsmarized in more dotafl the work of the Congtess
from tho Thien Hinh/Fuyen Quang point. of vicw. (seorenaiosure 4). ¥
Poclararion asserts that the Comgress had cscaped-in its last hours thc
“dangor that could heve wrecked ft and disrupted the Church,®- The
Declaration asserts the validity of the Cobgress voCo mtaininx the -
Cooncil wemborship imtact "until another Congress can be ‘held to olect -
the High Secular Counci{l for a ncw tcrm.” Furtheraore-the Declaratic

mlnt;aincd thar the Pifth Congress “og:aed any atteipt to ... Icstoro
the powars of - the oxgnxuatlcns which have di‘ctin.tnated agams: an

sought to dcatroy Buddhism” (here rcad the BPLc). e e

28. On the ‘Issuc of Peace Begarding the issue of peacc, tho Dcclara- b S
tion 1ssued. by Tu Xbon restated tha couventional forsulation vhich, - o gy
under the leadership of Thien Hinh, has been the hallmark of similar v
Charch statements this past year: the. Parie Agreesent is to be fully .l
isplercnted, those who violaro it are to be condexned, and tho RW is - .
responsible for solving the pressing prodlees of the people”othenvyise, R
disturdances will becomo-inavitable.'' Finally the Dcclaration also- R
warned all slergy and believers “both in and ootside the country, to gunrd
agafinst any attespt-to subvert the Church, regardless of origin, and’ to A
continve implementing the resolutian of the Charen's ‘Fourth Gomgresss™ . .
This is- the.exhortation to hold to the low-profile, discogaged polit:lcal
pesture which the BSC bas advocated since the. algna:urc of the “Paris’ Ag:vee-onc.

—SEGRET/ ROFORK/LIKDIS
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29, And Rspecially Mo Third Force Role for tha Church, Elaboraring
on thie femortent point, Vepersble Thong Bum wrote an-article which

vas enclosed. in the wbltcation 1ssued by the UDA following tho Zifth . ..

Congress. . .Thoag Buu strougly attacks the idea that tha Chuxch should
take a position with regard to tbe "Third Force" because "the latter
has not made {tself kmown yet," Thoug Buu argues, "“The UBA has put

But sose still ask, why .
does it oot wank to set itsolf up as a third force? ...  The reason. . ...
18 that the UBA has wo desirc to rank itself with or against the two _

antagonists, gnd thuos becomo a third aatagonist. Two political colors
are obstaocles c¢noagh to amy Teal selution for our country ..." Thong -

. Buu concludes thar rhe Church will play 'no_go-between role ..."‘ (sec -
eacloaure 5 for tho toxt of ‘lhong Buu's article.)

30. Despire tho hold-fast stance of the Thien Minh proup in assorting’ -
that the Fifth Congress had legitimizod the prcsenc. HSC.uatil another' .
Cougrass could -be hold, strongly conflicting vicws cventually provailed,
Mot howcver without an extonded perfod of more acrimonlous and public
dieagrocment which left tho reputation of the Churc'. and: ics lcadorshlp
badly bruiscd. : :

31, The Thien Minh/Huyen Quang group continucd to prann:e its pmttion
thmgh issaing documents and declarations-such as-thasa-gbovoi-* Huycn
Quang rctained his office at An Quang and function of BSC Steratary..;
General despito cries agaiost him, (Tri Quang was.reportedly. very
critical of Huyea Quang for continuimg to act gs HSC Sccretary Gooerals)
On Docember 15 SPLG leader Vu Van ¥au convencd a_mecting decrying the
BPLG "expulsion®” and calling on Thicn Hoa, tha presiding Abbott at

An Quang, to move the HSC offices out of tbc tuilding 80 ‘d4s to cacape
the hands of the “usurpers.” Failing in this, lay lezdeza of the BPLG ~
assertod their right to continge to meet at An Quang, ‘while* lmmching
in allisnce wvith Duc Bhuan & personal countcratmck on Thien Hirl.
latter claired ho would padblish the charges of wncublnabe, theft, ‘
perversion againsc Thiem MWinh- and Buyem Quang' - Song ThaasLodtly began -
to attack tho ‘“Ysabotsge of depeporata bonzes™. .Duc Hhuan also.declared
on Dacember 13 that honccforth all Church. businass would be oondu:cted

by tha Supreme Patriarch,

3Z. Deccmbor 16 and 17 saw fruitless meatings convened by. ﬁi"!‘iiljl‘f’h't;

which various combinations of sanior bouzes sought bot failed to-reach-- . -

agroement (refer (£) and (1)), On Decesber 17, Verersble' Thien Minh
submdtted a letter of resignatiom as Acting Rector (this was m;:_iy:uj.dp_{s
second “resignation™ in.four weeks). HBe posed however as a conditloa. .
that Bayen Quang be retained in a position of influence. . The southamora
demurred, saying they would havghothing to do with Huyen Quang On - ;
Dacemhor 26 Thien Minh repertedly softrencd this conditdom comeshar ¢
(reference (J)). BRomors bdagan to circulate that yet another schism was
gac_ixixg the Chuxch, either by disgruntled southermers. or. by the Thica .Midh:-
action.

-SECRET/ROFORN/LINDIS
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.- Congrass; that.a mew Congrese be couvenod (Iri Quang strongly. objoct.cd
to this, on grounds that Thicn Minh and Buyen Quang would again in-

" Affairs Coomittee” be sclected fram a wider group of bonzes to run tbc

" upon, and Tri Thu was despatched to tuo to susmon tho cldor].y Patriarch

-“SPEREE/NO FORN/LIHDLS Saigon A-56 ! &
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33, Tri Quang Imtervemes, Bowever, the coutending factions recoiled
from the prospect of amother schism, On December 22 about .25.80ai0r ... ...
bonzos mot with Yri Quang and agreed to invoke the new language 4n rhe

Charter to call for the intervention of the Suprese Patriarch, Various
combinations were muted: that Tri Quang, Quang Do, Tri Thu, and
Thicn Hoa act in placc of the BSC for three swnths pending 8 nes

- A wm———ea b

fluence the proviacial delcgates, reference (j)); tbat a- ""Buddhist— -~ —--

UBA uutil a nev Congress in 1974 (Thicn Hoa's idea); and that che
Patriarch by requested to co-opt a mew HSC, The latter was decided

34. 0a Decoaber 31 the Supre-e Pntriarch arrived in Saigon :md launchcd
a scries of consultations with the verious factions. --Theso took -placa—
againat a contiwiag backdrop of sordfd acrimony.. .For.cxespla,-a.charge. ... ~
of 14 scparate fnstances of cohabitation against Thion Minh werg adred
in Song Tham. (Thion Mich has lodged a 1ibel action against the papor
vhich haa not yet bean rosolved in the courts,) fThere wers accusations -;
that access to the Suprese Patristch was $eing wanipulatod by.ode or -the. ..
other faction. A latter “signed in blood" protcsting Thicn Minh was -
dalivorad to the Patriarch, Oe January 1 Thion Minh and liyen- Quans
presonted their case to the Patrfarch, stressing the fact “that-the "
Congress had lawfully voted to retain the former RSC fatamct. Thd pext ™
day southorners Fo Giac and Thica Roa met with tha Patriarch; vhe- aought-:-
to coavince Yhien Hoa that be ehould accept the post of Re _ctor. The
latter reportedly agreed but only on conditiom tbat USC scats ba deafed
Thicn Hinh and Hayen Quang. The bargaiaing and jos:nng continued for
several days (sec reforonce (3)).

35. A New Righ Secular Council dewed, The Patriarch finally agreod to
Tri Quang's suggestion that he decree the n:nborship of a.new -HSG., . The
Patriarchal edict doted Jamoary 8 was circulated within Church- eirclies-
Jenuary 11, and it {s.fres thic date that the sppoints=ents. arc docmed.-
effective. The tcrm of office 1{s one ysar,i.e., unctl Jouuamy ll 1975- -
vben a Sixth Congress is to be convened. R

36. The Vanerablc Tri 7Thu was named Rector while both fri Qaang and' e
Thion Hinh were dosigoated to new positions ae Coumcil Advisors. Kuyen ° ;
Quang vas nam=d to the post of Deputy Ractor. The new CQupcﬂ-repre'éw-—, e
sents a compromise betwaen the Thicn Mioh and Tri Quang central Victpamese

factions at the expense of the southerncrs who jus: sissed bcins shut out -
of &.ll cop BC pos:u::.ons. Lb& BBCLOSUI'G 3 IOI a llB: Ot I:ng nev uu,, . -
and reference (c) for an analysis and biographic detrail.) .

(e e e

i
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37. The new HSC was demounced {mmedfately by soothemers and extremists F
as “rightist", a “tool of the GVN", and “corrupted”. An attempt to i

S=0unes aind lovest The DGV A5C on Jamuary 10 failed because many
southerners rofused to participate. Oun January 12 the new HSC was

- announced to the goenoral public without Auy cere-ouy,and on Jnuulry 14
the Patriarch ratarned to his Hue Pagoda.

Y

38, Ot.her Msimu. @ith the designation of Tri Thu as NSG Ractor,
his position as Assistant (now tersed Doputy) to the Patriarch becawe ~ o
vacant. Another imgortant position onthe Suprcme Bcclesiastical Coumcil, R
that of Secretary Gonoral, had also been vacated when Duc Mhuan reaigned.,_ #
: on Docember 12,  The ¥enarable Thion Doa has been appointed by the y
& Patriarch to tha- Doputy !position; so far no nama to replaco Duc Nhman- -
e has yoet bosn annovnced. Thien loa's assigosont thos placos a southerner
P 38 as -next o line to succecd., Anothar Vencrable, Mhut Lion, .was .appointed.
o Atda Yo the Parcheseh, A N P

39. 1Iho Swedish Gift Aifair. Sowetiwe during-the -early:-suvasor-of 1973;
a Sucdist beucvolent organtzation prcsonted as a gift to the An Quang..
Uaificd Duddhist Association a sum amoumring ro-103,640,450 $Vi;- —(Dellar -
cquivalent at curreat exchange rate of $1.00 = S90$VR ia About: $175, 000,
a cubstantial sum.) Uuyen Quang as HSC Secrotary Cencral receivod tbe :
monoy. The onemics of Thicn Minh and Huycn Quang -imsediately.. charged
that the fund was beiog. improparly usad. Added to other allegatioms of
porsonal sisconduct against Thien Minh, the "Swedish gift™ cbnrgea far-
thar pdsoncd the abmosphorc at An Quumg.

lies v i Bamediien

|
[
i

SR PY LRV

40. Puring the floor fight at the Fifth Congress,tvo Fouthemn bonzes, SR .
: who had proviously beea harshly eritical of Thiea Hlnh abruptly shifted " g o
- to his support: Vencrables Phap lLan and Thong Buw, Thucir shift haa- - | o= I 7
En never boan fully explained. lUswaver accordiog to Vu Van Mau, Phap Lan e i j 4
1

shifted s{des becauce of a promise from Buyon Quang. of substantial ~
funding from the Svedish gift for Phap Lan's Cowmittec to Free D.xddhj.sr.
Political Prisoners (sce roferonco (£)). Maus furthes nllcged that Bup-~
port for Thien Minh apd Huyen Quang had sisilarly bechi bought from '__ N g i
Vencrable Tu Bhon, the USC Treasurer who chaired the’ G(msress in ies- = . ; R 274
tusultucus closing moments (gec paragraphs 20 £f above). According T e SR
to Nau, Tu ¥hon wvas givon a substantial amogut.to.build.a.pagoda-in his.. .-
home province of Sadec, in the Delta. Whatever the truth of scch alle- - -
gatiouns, they Llluatrato the unhealthy atwosphers of rp-rimination
pervading debate on impoytant matters at da Quang. -

RN

!

&1_ Countarattacking on the Swadish gift fasue luyen Quiog on Januassy ) R

e issued a public statesent denyiang the charges, lLsthg the . asount “os:s ome="""

¢ what f{n excess of 103 million $VA (it had been ruswored as much larger), :
On Jansary 5 the HSC amnounced that aamyone with a legitimate need fo: tbe
informarion couid awvdit the Swedish rum account, mle the issue | E—
prodbably still festers, it has oot again been raised publicly stace, -

-SBEREE/ BOFORN/LTHDIS
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62 Angry Rnaction Byt Investiture Finally on Fabruary 10. :
The initial engry soutbern reaction to tha new ISC wvas as not.od abwc..
Southern bonzes walked out of a Janmary 8 meating at which the Patriawch .
amounced - his edict, ~Yiey refused to ‘par ticipate 1o any. investiture _-- p
" ‘carémony” for" the new- Council, first schedoled for January 10, thon |
Y Jﬂnunry 12, -then agnin'Jcnuary 30, Claodestine "Radio Liberation" .
.~ terméd- thew Counc il a ‘group of "traltors™ fn A "broadcast wonitored .
Ja.mmry 10, ‘0a Jam;ry 15 a meeting:was held it the_howe of Gemeral- -
Ducng van "Big® Mioh at vhich many of his southern politital asxociacm
“'eonderndd the sppolntments as 4rightist” and “designated by the GVN',
Tue.adeting roportedly com:luded. ‘that the cew Council would only i
-7 [ fuaetdo "temporarily®; although speculation that a southern schips.
I.0 7. . might oétur toon died sway. A cortmony of investitwro was Linally ™
B bcld at An Qnang Mruary 10, preslded over by rri Thu,

; . o &3.' mc new oouhci). 1s now. operat.ivc. llovevet, ):snperad by- th
rescining personal and reglonal animsttzes, 1t canoot speak fox. the
T T iaithfnl with its fo'nler authority. e :

- i L classiﬂcation Approyed b
’ ) - 'Ministor-Counslor Eor: ?olitical Aff.ura
J. H. Bcnnet: F e A
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WHCLASSIFIED

s Victanesese Unified Buddhiat Ascocistioa
Hfiigh Sceular Coumei{l

CO-uuulque

Ilo,-rin,c subnlsuion ot !-apart° froa varlnus (provinclnl)

i -Acooc.atlona, .the Congress, in-'its scssion oo the ‘afteraoon of = *
December 11, 1973, discuased various problews relating to _the-

- varicus Amo:htions this past texm. Panlcularly, the CO"ngress L
dcalt with thé achere of-exploiting factional and regional eI

lowsring of dlannarlct' prestige, with a viow to paraly..int the

& coc.amic:ttiom uodia, such 83 the press and 1éaflets, have ’-cen K
cwploycd in this cffore. Typleal is daily Cong Juan which,
doving the past cight wonths, hes unlcashed slaaders .and distor-
tions ;afecd at wtecking the prostise of the Claxch's lcading .
dign&tertes

.

3 AU AL Earre b imi it s oiits ADL £ £ AL o b oo b

Various oxgnntrntioﬂs attcap:ing to cxpl,nic 8uddh£sa such
as the “Buddhlst Parliagenctarfanz' Rialson Grevp™ and the ™Po -
Phap Layxcén's Group” playzd a vole in this schexe. - The bcnsccso 3
depouaced thesc tactics by forces hostile to Buddhtow of‘_"ti_rp;k'i;ﬂé
the dbuodle of chopsticks one by onc™. T 3

"

of ‘the Church and of the country, the Church must be directed by
a clear-siphted, courageous, unificd lesdersliip in‘che days aho‘.au
Thiz is why the Congress has uncevered sad eriticized these :
schezes for the faithful to sse and understand. At the: sae tine
the Congreos has adopted the féllouing Res'élutibus: I T
- ) T 1, Toe: Coogress relucc.: ‘Bl SLEMUELS Gurd- u;a.u'ai’ti SISV
X apaionst leading digniteries oo the High Scculat Counci

o5 A D ro s

2. The Congross fully rc}ccts the "Buddulst ?nrlhmntorinps
- Liaieon Group" and the "“Ho Paap Lﬂy::.n s Group

3. The Congress appcals to all levels of the Church to
heighten sigilance with regard to those organizations cx
vhich scek to exploit Buddhisn and vhich do mot fall
vithin the.purview of the General Assoctation of: Lageea:
or other organfzations recognized by the Unified
Buddhist Chuzch. £

Saigoa, Iicéxbét 11, 1'973

(Disscwinated by the Office of the
. Bigh Secular Council of. the
Uniffed Buddhist Association)

l ) URCLASSIFIED
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~ divisions ‘which has led to e disruption of Cliurch unity. and-to- a

leadérship wachionery of the central Church ovganization. Varicus .

Bocnuae of the present very scrious aud complicated- 9!Lu1t£on

Fifth Congress of the Church:- - o Wi

S
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Vict Ka Unified Buddhist Chorch

High Scculax Council

243 §0 You flsah . . : o
: Snigon 10 g % e [ et i, =)

x ;epott Ro. 07
(D..ccnber 13, 1973)

Chniraan - Yenerable Duc Whuan (at thn bcginnlng)
ST Veuctable Tu Nhan (at ‘the cnd)

s, : L . - Secxetayy: - Veucrable Thich Quang T‘h..nh,(sfho had rcsigm.d frca S emi e
=T e a. v Bea g - . the fucction of Scecrctevy . together vith Veoeroble - . . o
" : ““Tu ilenh oud Vemcrable Hai Thaoh, at the end of the -5 .
Fifth Congress ow Decewder 12, 1973, but was- later B
fuvited aegain by the Comresa) ‘

e T[0T PreSeat:  Vemersbles Poap Lan, lie Giac, Guang Do, Tw itiaa, -
. Kan Giac, Glac Duc, Tri Qu:m., ‘Thap Tri, Tri Tiah -

J - S 4 ’ and all aelcgztions of represcnta:ives of . prqvlnccs
P f F o= ns cities and districts of the Capital. ]
B ,_ Opening: At 22:15 on rcturn from the School of \‘out,h fot ’
fe, Social Relfare, after having suppor thcrc. s

Discussion: Coutimucd to discuss the election of the mew. Stcer-:.
ing Cowafttec of the High Secular Cocmcﬂl Eor ies
5th tetrw of ofﬁcc. . . .

Optaions: Yo iavitc Yenerable Thien Hoa to assuss the ‘:osc of
: _ Reeror, and to sgrec.that tht: rcmln(og psm:bcr £13
s be tavited by Vénergblé 1hien lloa, and ‘to ¢ )
. - that as a condition for obtairri@ che apprmal of
’ the Venerable,’

£ o B Accoxding to the petition of. the absdlutc eajority . of the-
e -7 delegatioas of ropresootativas attending the Congress, concccly‘to
T S catry out the instructions of the Patriarch, the Congress:decided:
? S . to invite Venerable Thieu Hoo to $ssuxe the Function of Rettor; -
: to waZatain all ths remaining ‘wesbers in office, as Eomrly.
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- -According to the instructfong of tnc Vancreble Assistant to
the Patriaveh (Tri Thu), {F a deadlock arfses, the High Seculer

Counctl fo2" Che 4th term of office should be mafarafved. in office

) _uncu anothez: Congrean 1s held, z

- ‘jhc__ _Cougttas caxe to a deadlock, thie Veaereble y.mo presided ;

ovet the Congross (Due Mwan) —caigncd and charged the Congrcss . >

-1:0 elect’ ~nothcr Chaizman, - 3

: wur:xablc Tu khon wvas hrvite;i by the Congress to preeliia :
) wlth ‘the connenz of \'enerablo Dic ¥huan, vho bad reatgaed, *

Vene:nb).e Tu Rhon an Ch.\xt..m, broko throuzh the dcadlock
of the congtcss, and the Confress xm:m.mnly ngr‘xd otth :hc
follauing Decfaions: e

L. Scriously to cxecute the finstructions of the Patriarch,
invieing. Venersble Thien Nloa to ascueme the ‘post of
Rector ond maiutaining. ln officc all the rz:}alning
wcmbers as forwerly;

5 Sh o S 0dd L Al ekl .A.'mp.'....n.:..-.l.

i i et

2. In ease Vencrable Thien lloa rafuses, the- Congress
should.{nvite the whole lligh Sccular Council for. tho .
e : 4Th term of office -to remdin in offico until mou-.er
- A : Congreso 8 held by the Church to.elect o new High™ -
. Sccular Council, as imstructed by thc Vencrable
Assigtant o the Patriarch (Tri Thu). y

¥

Closing: ‘The Conpress closed at 24:00.

Signed and Sealed
'.:':.‘l' . Choirean

Veserable Tu Rhon . cherablc tMch Quanz 'Ih:mh
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Viet Mam Unificd Buddbist Chuerch

Satgon, December 14, 1973

@ 0115-VHD/YE/¥TC P R I

Conm-mtqt'm

2 "'the St'n' Buddhlsc Congrcss coded at nidn(ght of Duce.zhnr 12, .
1973, after voting the awcudeenta co” the Buddhist Charier, and :
the Buddbiu Progria of Acticn for the uew term. ho:eworth) is
the faet that {t woanfwswely voted the Reeping im fikiction of
the Ath tera High Secular Council until the-ceavéning-by-the ----

. C‘rutch oi a Cougress co designate & nov Righ Secular Counckl. .

o et D oo o = » .y

Sizncd- "enernblc- Tv Hhon ¥ b
-Chairwan of the- Convention
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UNCLASSEFIED Enclosure 4 of
. Saigon A-56
DECLARATIONR
of the Pifth Congress of the
Viat Nam Unified Buddhist Chaxrch
. Considoring:

* " Teh yéirs since fts foundation, the Vietnamese Uaified Boddhist >
Church has met with repeated and cver-worsening difficulties and subs:: -~~~
verglon from within aud from without, espccfaily sinco the late
Patriarch died;

Tbn Chorch-has tried to overcomn the obstacles, and has. conttibuced‘ :

3
:
i.

greatly ‘to tho major historic deeds with regard to thc peoplc and mddhis Pt

The Pifth Buddhiet Congress has beon held; while the war is st:.ll
golog on In this coumtry, with its exhausted economy; deprcsned so¢icty,
and most critical divisions beticen tho people; R

The Fifth Buddhisc Congress, in order to eondnue the nboion and-
prescrve tho traditfoa of the Church, \maxunoualy S d

Proclaima:

A, As our intermal policy:

1) Respoectfully to express gratitude to all those -mks.nnd -
Buddhists, for thoir noble sacrifices during the past ten yem,bhat h-'\vo
helped the Church exist and develop; ,....

2) With absolutc unanimity and unprecodcated clmrsxghtédneés ol .

‘persistence of its memders in the votlng for the leadership of ‘the Cuuwrch,. . = -~

dyring its last hoors the Congress haa escaped the danger thnt could hava
vrecked it and disrupted the Church; . s A

. 3) The Corgrass -fully voles-to retsin the' Yugh Secnlar Council .
of the Fourth term uatil another Congress cam be held to elect: r.he Ridl:
Secular Council for a new tcm,

3 4) The Congress calls upos the n:lergy and bellévers_ botb in and
outside tha country to guard sgainst any attespt te subvert the bhu'tch.
rogandless of origix, and to continuc isplewenting the rcsohxtions of..
the .Church’s Fourth Congress; d P

5) The Congress {s opyosed to any attespt to retallatc oa thc i
Buddhist by restoring the powers and organfzatfons which have discrixinaccd
against and tricd to amnihilate Buddbisa (Cosment: Mers yezd BRMLGD: ©

URCLASSIFIED
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= and to ‘the nations :compected with the Parfs Agreceent to sea¥. medns
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B, As n‘n ext:cml policy:

, 6) ‘tho Chrurch. appeals to the cosaittod partlm .of-tha vtctnm i,
wu Iully to cdmply uith the l'ari.e truce aroomont: of Jaa»ary 27, 1973‘,f -

S .7.) ‘me Church ﬁraly opposes the deliberate. viohtloas of t.hn 3
Agrcenmc, on the part of any party toat tries to cxtcnd the war, whloa'
tcnds to b-‘eak ont again. " . i ® o

cx'mcs wiich are seriously affecting tho pcople's ufo, _otherwls

4 ;';'dismm::ces will b lmvimblc, . e
:9)  The Chureh appcals to all penee—-.ovtng peop.ln in.the Horld

to kave tho concérned parcics respect awm! comply vi.th tbo Agrocnnnt E

so ‘as to bring about an carly peace in Viet Nam, = - b TS

um in Ssigpn, on Docember 12, 1973.

R mc Chairsan
of tha Convontion's Lasc Hting. .

w G

Signed: T
Venerable Thich Tv Rhon )

DI N S

.. IMITASSYPIED
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3 The Vietnamess Buddhist Onified Church
2 ' and’ the Third Force )
3 (Ven. Thoog Baw) -~ - - o oene
5 A recent Tusor said that tho Pifth Buddhist Congress and a number of
a

. Buddhist leader® had declared that they would not recognize the Third -
& g Mcc.;_ S . - .. gcen B v v .' Srwrn TR

.

Ry

vlamt I ut!.ce belov £e designed to dispel a -munders:anding anong -e-bp.ra
of tho Buddhist congregation, a misunderstanding couscd by ncarsighted -
and ambitious personages of influcnce, and not to diseiss-or coufirs

that rumor.

L.

il Sl

Pirst of all, tho. Pifth Buddhist Congress vag publicly held wich tha -
attendsuce of nearly one thossand delegatos and Buddhist lcaders, but

- mot ono cver beard the Congress make any affirmation- or donial vlth
rogard to tho Third Poroc.

g Y
PR

Hore: Buddhism is a pencc-advocau.ng religion, The Buddhist laity as..
well as the leaders of the Vietuamese Unified Buddhist Church hava -ade
bloody sacriffces with tho sole purpese to secura peace for. VN...
thac peaco hos just taken shape, their purpose 18 to safoguavd 1: at
@ny cost (which 1{s onc of the four points advocnccd by the- Buddhist
church).

ey .
dire ot -1y

Docs it make scnse to say that thoy are safcgearding peace whide denying
the Third Porce? But the controvarsial point aridses in the fact that -
the understanding from onme person to another about that Eorce dlffen;,
because tho Force has pot wmade iteelf knmm yet,

Dndcr the Paris Accords, the ‘n:ird Force shall consist of two halves, e
each baing designated by one South Viectmamese party. As a consequencc = el
of this, it canpot be an independent force, and how can it bo called a *
Porce while if is denied ijodepondcnce? And cowposcd as it 13, how. caa
it ceociliste tho twe. satagonist partms. . Bl . -

[ R ST §27 IS

ek Lok b

iz

_ According to tha concept and the stand of the Uni.f{ed Buddh (st Cburch
the Third Porco should comsist of those persoas who do.not espouso tbe
doctrine of this or that side. Witk that composition, can.it.be- strong..
anough to carry out the importsnt mission cnttustsd to 1: by the bation?

sl

"

B L R

 ™he DBA bas put forth its own doctrine of reconcﬂiation. But sowe stﬂ.l
ask, vhy does it mot vant to sct itsclf up as a Third" Force? Bspecially F
as the Caurch is uniquely quaiified for this? UEA has no desirc to ran
itself with or against the two antagonists, and thus becose a third
antagonigt. Two political colors erc obstacles caoygh to &my real
solution for our country. The establishmert of a Third Porce. or.thivd

cambfabeie vt navi

PR .
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; polieical factlon by -the Dn.!.fied Buddhist Church, could lead atral.ght"

" to new strife vith- the other two:partics before it could decompiish
.. " anything good. This is: the reason ehy the Buified Buddiist Church--

[: | uishés to.stay outsidé the dispute;. and outsfde. theiy oxbits of both
factions. This meauns. that the Unifled Buddlitst Chyrch will not’ oppose
“any side. The. Unified-Boddhist Clurch makos—reioic1lintion ite duty,

~‘but it-vill play-no go-bétween role, because an intermediary must rank

.. with ‘oribelew the contending -parties, and this mmld in fact becosa

annt:her obstacle to reconciliation. - : .

/a/ Vemnahla ﬂtong Buu
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usc
Mo ev
Ho Hev
:-'Ihlcn Kinh "

Yes Alew

.o Ruyen: Quang Yes Rew
Guang Do

Phap Tri

Yes
Yes

7Ty Mhoa Yes

Thicn Sieu ¥o

Duc Nicm Ro

Ho (;rlnc \'e# Im:uh;{\cnf

Yes Incusbent

| Mim wige. . - Lacuihent ..

“tri Tich Incusbeat -

Quang Long . ‘Incurbe_rit-

“Thi{en Hos Yes Now ™ .

Thien Teong Ro

- Centeal”,

“Ceatral

Ceptzal
Geteal
Hovthexn

Contral

Sopthern -

" Southerd- - §

Hoxthera |
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Goaa, Goneval T Heyea v Yes lpcusbout  Central .
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“Iri Quang - TG
" Southern - & . :

* fact they vill excrt authority in roughly that ordcr.

e leai-lm:lvc history belind the paculiar title of Actlng \outh

| the Paiph o ; g <o e w5 g

Enclosure 6 to §
Saigon A—_$I>

~COWFEBENT A

On Previcus MNew to Position  Regional

5 &

Thien Hinh - TN

lmepcndcn:‘ D

‘lbcae are ncaly cmatcd positions vhich have no votc._ .
Accordh\g to “¥éncrable Giac buc; the titles of Fixat, Sccoml. .-mé 'l‘htrd .
‘Teputy 2ectors have been abolished and a1l three D:wtiea have cqual -

standing. 7Thcy would have to choose . froa smong Lhwselves ‘i successor
to the Rector, should that post fall- vecant. nowvcr press accwt\cS'
of the new COuncH. invnrinbly 11t Tuyeca Quang as Fi,rst -Deouty. Rector,
Quaag Do ac Sccond,”aod Ihsp Tri &6 Third, It secms Mkely that in

-

Cotatssioner General dates back co the 1971.Fourth Conm.c..._, whén -
Thiza Hish and Tri Quong clashed over the election of Glac Iuc to-
replace the former as Cossatssioner General, The title 15 a boldovm
from a coxpromisc rcached thea. CGise Duc {8 a voting perder:of: the-
Council, however, aud for all purposcs erxcrciscs Iull authottry ovcr
youth affalrs. X . - "
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