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Secretary's Meeting with Ambassador John A. Volpe -

The Sec;etaxy e ; . . .
Ambassadoxr John A. Volﬂe, American Embassy, Rome

‘M. Beaudry, DCM, Bmerican Embassy, .Rome .
A. Hartman; EUR - : S
Sonnenfeldt, ¢ - -~ . - .-

E. Barbour, Director, EUR/WE

G. Moen,. EUR/WE (notetaker)

" Good to’ cee you,'Johnf“‘Sbfry_to have képt you
~walt1ng.._f1-_{.- I SN S

(Secretary shakes haﬂds Wltn eaudry I

WHat have . you been up to uohn°'
_Oh we are watchlng close1y wha “is. going dn.;f=

I wanted to ualk to vou.about the situaticn’in"
Italy. First, I would like your asszsssment -and

then glve you our views. -

We are del&ghted that you'balled us nack:to i

give you our assessment as we see it. June 15
¥esulted in some change but this has beeP going
on for some timz. In fact it was gomno GRn ‘
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The Secretary; When were vou there?
" Barbour: - - '67 to '71.
-The Secretary: Are you- puttlng the blame on poor Barbour now°

" Volpe: "No. They were a blt like the Republlcans,
' o concentrating on 4"‘yJ.ng to'get a majority.
Then they wouldn t. have anythlng to worry about

The Secretary: It is hard to know what the’ Republlcans ‘would’
: - do if they ever.had a majority. They mlght
- impeach their.own President. . ..

Volpe: . - As you may know, there are only 7_Republi¢an5'
- © - out of 40 Senate seats in Massachusetts. Now - .
they only have 47 Republlcans in the House 1n -
o Massachusetts : L

'-; Flrst et me say that June 15 produced tWO
"fundamental changes. It put the PCI in strlklng
- distance of being.the plurallty party in Italy.
.. The breakdown now is 33% to '35%... That is a .
fundamental:change. - They are within distance of _
beCOmlng tbe 51ngle Largest party 1n Italy 1ﬁ 1977 .

'The Secretary:,xDoes anyone want coffee’-i'
'.Volpe.' 5'f' - No thank you.

The Soc1allsts galned about 2 percentage DOlntS,
‘-far less than they thought e :

' The'Seqretary:1 Who7'

. Volpe:.‘_-_f .‘iThe SOClallStS

. .. The Comnu11sts, with a. gain of 5.5 peréentage
.points, even surpriséd themselves.. We called

the electlons .on the nose Nlth the exceptlon of
“ the PCI. . : N

~The -Secretarys. I remember you told me in’ Rome that the DC would
’ : lose about 2 1/2 percentage polnts.'

Volpe: The SOClallStS, with their gains and with those
. " ¢f the Communists, have shoved their chests out
pretty far. WNow they think the center—left
government has meakened them. :

—SECREE/NODIS/SENSIFIVE




The Secretary:

Volpe:

' -The 'Secretary:

. Volpe:

- The'.Secretary:

:Sonnenfeidt:*to

'JVolpe:'-55"

“The éecretary:

:_ Volpe;-ﬂ"'h

The Seoretary;”

:Volpe:

—SEGRr?{NODIS/SENSITIVE
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“Arthur Schles*nger s great achlevement - the
" centexr—left in Ttaly

We got blamed for somethlng we are not respon51ble
for ‘ I wish we could reverse history.

But we are respon51ble f

The PSI knows that if they get close to the PCI

they will be devoured. lAt the sameé time, they

~don't want the DC because it is so weak. ' They .
‘jdo know.what they don't want. They-don't want

a DC~PCI alliance. They do.not want the
"HlStOrlC Compromlse ' .

-The 8001allsts°.:
ﬂThey would be squeezed out

ﬂuYes.' They don't want to leave the PCI off scot
‘free. . Yet, even if the DC was on the ball and -

put their record out on.TV, it would not be

enough ' They know what 4-hey are agalnst.

1 had De Martlno to lunch He sald that he

. just had.to put the ‘blame. on the PCI but he

didn't know how he could do it. De Martlnto

',.sald that he hadn t flgured lt Out yet.,“

" bo you know Max Ascoll° ;_f

el

..NOJK4£:¢<'.

He is an old.friénd of nihe: the” former editor

.0of "The Reporter" magazine. He once told me when”.g
. I-said that Fanfani was shrewd that.shrewdness ‘is
“the. natlonal form of stupldlty of the Itallans. '

If they go' with the SOClallStS, the ‘Communists

g might be-able.to come up with 51%. They don't

want that. However, it wouldn't take them long
to take over once they did., They have put on an-

" unbelievable propaganda program in Bologna om
“their administration there.  Every place you go

you hear about how: goed the mayor is there.’ But
I say to the Christian Dermocrats -- and I told
Forlani this when I called on hlm just befcre
coming back here ~-'I said, 'lock. You have a

. .young mayor in Ancona —- I was there a few weeks
~ago -~ who is only 41 years old. " Why don't you

ever talk about him? . And I mentioned to Rumor --

-SEGREL/NODIS/SENSITIVE




.The Secretary:

Volpe.

- The3Secretary:

Volpe: -

. Padova is up near Rumor's district.
. there,

' going to give it

: Moro that...

Somet1mes.~
. visit to Rome ‘he slept for 15 mlnutes durlng

© —SREERET/NODIS/SENSITIVE
. - =l .

I saw him just before I left; I can talk to
him =- I said, why does everyone talk about
Bologna and not the 43- year—old mayor of Padova.
‘1 was up
let's see, maybe a month, six weeks ago,
When I get back.I'm. goxhg to have some material
ready on their local admlﬂlstratlon, and I1' m’
to_those fellows to use.. But
all you hear about are the Commuelsts ‘in Bologna

Is lt.any good° g :'qf'

Yes, the streets are clean.. It is S0=S0.. I_told{'_°

Does Moro stay awake when you talk to h1m7'

Remember durlng the Pres;dent s -

’ w:.the meetn.nc_:;‘>

1;‘The_Sec£etary:JA

.fvo;ée: .

'.Beaudry:

. Nor have

iHe 11kes porno movies.
.tised that "this film has been seen by the.

:I have never dlscovered a subject that 1nterested o
- him. : L o : .

One of " the movies adver— L

‘;'Pre51dent of the Councml"

~The 'Secretary:

Volpe:‘

:'ThefSeoretatyr

- Volpé:

'Yes,

‘-Moro seems to be in ‘an unassallable p051t13n.3
-There lS no alternatlve et S :

as long as there are no early electlons. "

How about my pal Rumor° He want to head. the

"Historic Compromlse"' '

'He is weak in many ways but on that one thnq he
“is not.

He is against the- "Historic Comprcmise”
He 'was .astounded by Moro's. speech at Bari on
the confronto, who-put it in such ‘ar way, that it
sounced close to -the "Historic Corpromlse : Rumor
sald he was- against . the "Historic Comoromlse and

. for that reason took himself out of his faction.

I told him that a
He said he had

He wants to be a statesman.
statesman is a ‘dead politician,-

" . no lntentlon of belng a’ dead pollt1c1an

—SEGR*?/FODIS/@E JSITIVD -
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The Secretary:

Volpe:

-—seeaee/uooTs/qEVSITIVa"
...5..

What are we going to do?

‘Wé cannot afford to stay still. . We have already
- started. -Our young officers are already meéting

with young politicians. I went down to Colombo's
district. I may have rubbed Colombo the wrong. .

~way. Remember when the President teld me to

tell Colombo what we thought of the Italian

. Vote against Taiwan in the UN?- I mentioned it

" - in my toast, too. -Moro heard ‘about that. Then

" . The Secretary

Volpe:

The Secretary:’

_.Voipe;e

. The Secretary-:

Volpe

when Moro gave a dinner for me he just lifted.
his glass and said "To good relations between

" Italy and’ our friend the United. States of
‘America”. ' That way he didn‘'t 'let.me fiake a

toast and made a p01nt abouL ‘the. vote..

) The faCt is we have got to get goxng Bob apd

I have .already: talked about thls. We{have

”_started reprogrammlng
i What does that mean°"
‘We are mOVlng people around a&ding~mofe'?people“&"'
'to tn@ polltlca; sectlon ' ' B R .

'fAre they worklng for or agalnst the "HlStOIlC
‘Compromise®? How many of,the junior officers’

are worklng for it? From what, I know of them,

I can 't see them pu+t1ng much effoxt lntO what.
u:we nust try-.to do.; ‘ - ~

- I would-say-that'thereiis no question in my mind: "

‘that the Embassy is solid with us on this and. .~ ...
~_can do the job. I may have some doubts about "’

. two or thrée. - We want to look at them, We .~

can't afford to. have them if they are not. W1th
us.‘ I may nove some people out. .~ : : .

You should

I‘preach the gospel - There wefe'a lot of people

An favor of getting rid of Fanfani after four

straight losses. Someone had to go. " However,
they dunped him in a public way. The man they
chose is d Moro.mdn -— Zaccagnini. He is 63 and
has been .a President of the DC for many years.,
His name is not a houschold word. Fanfanil ran
the party and he did not have much exposure.

He has a bad ulcer. .

—SECRET /NODIS/SENSITIVE .
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LVolpe:f...

The Secretary:

Volpe:.

The Secrétarfz-
. ” .- 7 of the -DC.

‘Volpe:? .

The'Secrétaryi

"+ . The Secretary:

. Beaudry{f'

“'The'Secretary:

”That is the Secretary = pornt.
: prevents hlm from: belng Communlst.

My prlmary problem is

i
. —SEG%E%/NODIS/SENSITIVL
i -6—' T

He eeems like a'great juy Eo run:a'tough

campaign against the Communists. As I think'lj
about this, the DC must be reformed. - But how '
can the DC reform itself arnd win an electlon
at the same time? That present buncn is not*

" going to. win any electlon.:.

Some will have to stay but we are’ 1ook1ng to
the young ones to br1ng}new leadershlp to tne ’
Another thlng that bothers me-is the 1eft w1ng
‘My assessment is that they are not.,
Communlst only because they are Cathollcs.

~. Mr. Secretary, for! etample, Donat Cattln e he s
'.among the ‘strong’ opponents ‘to. the -"Historic - o
and he's. a leader- of one of the left‘

Compromise",

factions. : Inc1dentally, he took a. sw1pe at me_fscrf

fsome tlme ago..p.m-
aHIS he Stlll allve° ;-7

.Z:NYes, he is the 1eader “of the Teft w1ng o: the
.. DC.but- he 1s antl Communlst . S

.'Hls name doesn t mean anytnlng to me..f

HlS Cathollc1sm ;: ?

to. keep Italy fron S .
beécoming a -test. case for. the rest of Europe. "'

We have already had some soft heads rrom.Germany-;f

" . urging the "Historic. Compromise™ to. tame the Ry

* Hartman:.

’Volpe:.ﬂ

The Secretaryr

Hartman:

K Communists.

'Isn t Palme ln New York today7
seemng him?.’ .

5That.i5'Ehmke(s point of view.

Yes.

.. We understand that Brandt wants to see some of

the CONmunlst leaders.. This must be avoided.

. At the surmmit meeting this week if ‘the  President
“.and you can .talk to the Brltlbh about thls._

-Why aren't we’

It is a questlon of free time before your'
departure for the summlt.

_SBCREZ/NODIS /SENSITIVE
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The Secretary:
Hartman:
The Secretary:

Hartman: °

The Secretary:_

~Hartman£

The Secretary:
' : =.-:h:Lm then."

‘Sonnenfeldt: -

Hartman:

_ SECRET/NODIS/SENSITIVE
=

But why don't we_seeihim?

It is the time~schedule.

What time 'schedule?

I will have to checkn

.h

We shouldn t turn away any opportunltles.

He has not asked to see anyone " We don't know
if he wants to .see the President. He is here
on other businegs to make- a -speech- to the
Council and at the UN. S

I'11- be in New York on the lBth T oould sée

:T:We ll check.

'On ‘timing, there s got to be- a clean sweep.

One group is that of Forlanl, whlch can probably

Lo come Up on tlme.

'._The Secretary-'

‘.-Hartman.
ﬂ_Vlee;g
- ThefSecretary

Hartman: .

;.< Vbl?e:f”

”That W1ll do 1t° '.éiﬁfi.'

}~There are no new leaders in pOSLtron at thls tlﬁé“

“f;:Leone wants the Congress in January.:

:C‘Who 'is the 1eader of the DC, the Secretary’ .
.:Yes..t:“‘.-. o e

‘In my talk w1th Moro, he sald that ‘his government

had a 60-40 chance .to.last until the Congress.
After the Congress he just dldn't know.. :

Leone wants an early Congress. Moro and

y Zaccagnini want it later in the fall- of 1976

In my view that would be disastrous. They néed’

. time to put everythlng together before the

T electlons.

The Secretary:

Volpe:

What w1ll the new Secretary -do? Who is he? -
He is 49 yeéars-.old, no. taint of Corrupt10n,

not
involved inany 'shady things. &all the major


http:busine.ss

The Secretary:

Volpe:

- The Secretary:

Volpe:.

The Secretary:

. Voipe::i‘

.¥ﬂ‘doesn t think that he'knows‘everYthing
. the rlght kind of support .he -could do-a good

JHThe:Secretary:

Volpe:
'.Haftman:

- Volge:

The Secfetary:

‘ When-" you look around

“'Moro/Zaccagninl crowd.

.j'hln uhey are the opp051t10n party. -

My concern,John, is thls.
© mumbling..
-a tactical thing.

' Socialists.
_should work with the Socialists.

—ﬁr€ﬁr§fNODI:/SENSITIVE
"'8"' '

' leaders -- Andreotti, Piccoli, Bissaglia _—

support him. Arrigo Levi, the editor of
La Stampa,: says there is no one else.

Why is he S0 dominant'>

' - Well,- he was party secretary.

He dldn t do so well But what is. hlS strength°

-Is he able?

Yes. He is able.. He is- uncorrupted.-

1. understand that 1f you can get thngS done
-corruption 1s nck. necessarlly a bad word 1n'
':Italy. ) °

there.lsn t anYOne eise,,_
All -the others are four to five- years away.. I
told hlm one of the things he had to iditiate.

T was a system of . deputy- chairmen of "the party and:.
__.pOSltlon them around Itaay
. ’know what was g01ng on.in all paris of. the

He has been around for. years and hé .
.With

country.

He 1s.opposed to the.
He opposes the "Historic .

job: Ee is dependable.

Compromise” and he is agalnst the .dialogue.

,The PCI7
‘Yes._i h?f'
'~Does Leone thlpk he 1s good’ .

'EHe thlnks he is the only nan.

I need a systematlc
operation, ;not a lot of polltlcal scientist. | |
our people must know -that this is not
I don't know just how to do.
it. We cannot defeat the. Communists with - -
I.know that my people here think we

| _SECRET/NODIS/SENSITIVE
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- Hartman;

"Hartman:
The Secretaryt

Hartman:

" The Secretary:

.Volpe:

wThelSeéretaryé__
R © .. ‘nothing we can do to talk. sense, to .De Martlno
z.untll the DC ls strong.-_w‘ L

NVolpe:'s . o

—SREREP /NODIS/SENSITIVE:
_9_

‘N6, that!s not right, 'Have.you‘read the.paper?
What gaper?
""The paper on.Italy It is 1n your Volpe folaer.'

:(Secretary gets paper from hls brlefcase )

I think the SOClallstS w111 be. effectlve only as

;long as the, DC lS strong.
. 3That'1s absolutelysrlght

”:-That's the whole pelnt of .our paper.

The DC is the thlng, not the PSI.- There is-

" If the .DC could govern w1thout the Soc1allsts,
.; they would be delighted to do so...De Martino

for his part. said he is not prepared to rejoin’

?'a weak:- alllarce The DC will have its council’
‘Imeeting within the next ten days,. If De Nartlno.
_sees renewal he.will be more amenable to the DC.

He is receptive:to acceptlng an 1nv1tatlon to

:;'come here January 8- 12

' ”aNot that I love the SOClallStS ——-I hate thelr :

.guts - but that 1s all\tnat we have to- work w1th.

,There are the smaller partles but you need a

55-60% majority to.govern effectively. ' Therefore‘”

. you need the Socialists. There is no altelnatlve
ﬁnto hav1ng them in a coalltlon c

We naed_to:show De Martino this great country‘_.
and ‘-have him hear what you think about the. PCI.
He does not want tc associate the PSI with the

“"PCI at the national level. There is already some -

evidence that the PCI .can be -opposed at the local

level.. t a recent council meeting in Florence

the PCI was defeated by the otherx parties. Here,
let me read you this telegram.  (Reads telegram.
from Florence ) As the PSI and the DC voted

with all the other parties against the Communists,
I think this mlght be the beginning of sonethlng

‘Thev can do it if they want to.

S%QRET/NODIS/SENSITIVE
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The-Secretary:

‘Hartman:

* The Secretary:

'Volpe:'.

The Secretary:

ﬂ Hartﬁaﬁ:
Beauory:“

.7 Volpe: |

The.Secretaryf'

. $onﬂenfelétk .

The Secretary:

‘Sonoenfleat:.f

‘Volpe:

" The Secretary;

' Volpe:

. started on the overt side,

- If you approve the covert program, ve
You have to give us your blessing.

:.J‘the DC can win, -
:psychologlcal beneflt.

“nthe June 15 electlons.'

':They were not ‘even endorsed by the leaders of-

_SﬁfﬂﬁTfYODTS/SENSITIV?
~10- ]

What I want .to avoid is that we sit around’ for .
another five months with all our bright .ideas.
There still is no. coherent program. We have

- talked about three guys on thls and two. guys

on that.

This is the covert part, but it is only one
part of the whole program. We have already .
and we want to move
with this We have tlme up to the party

congress.
Why .can t we start on the newspapers°.

can start.

The"

You have my blessing. I‘approve it.-
. Forty Commlttee w1ll approve it.
'uThere are some local electlons conlnglﬁp;l.if .

it.will have a great

_ tﬁlnk some US electoral technlques can wor k 1n_
Italy.- Using these technlques, one group vas -
able to elect 110 of thelr 126 cand1d=tes 11

the party Tﬁey got in just the same
What do you thlnk, Hal°:7

What spec1floally°

-,Italy.

‘We should 1et lt be known that we support
. Forlani. - L

Not openly,jof.course.

He is strong in his own- rlght.

Why do we have.
to support hlm' .

'Our support. would be useful agalnst the Moro/

Zaccagnini op9051tlon.-

—SECRBT/NODIS/SENSITIVE
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Sonnenfeldt: - We would back_him not as & man who supports a
: more elegant form of the "Historic Compromise”.
The "Historic Compromise" is a process which °
'has already begun. It is already -working in
_ the regions. The Communists look upon. it as
T : an organic process. We are already.in- the
. beginning phases. We are even beyond the,
-beginning phases 'of the "Historic Compromise”
We need a. counter current against the "hlstorlcj
:Compromlse" in the medla,_for example.' LT

'Volpe:_ T Yes, the medla are very 1nportant
'f‘The_Secretary: :Wbat does counter current mean°"

Sonnenfeldt:.t. We need the Italrans to speak out for the'
R g government and agalnst the Communlstss___g'

'The Secretary ﬂ'What ddes- Ta Malfa do°.;;_*':

h:Volpe-f 'C: ,~f}He is a hard man but ‘Moro has softened nim up. &
: v ~ bit. He also is old.and has had two. eye operatlons.
'_Also hlS Repuollcan Party s very small

- The‘Seoretary:riBut he has a lot of prestlge. ~f:”“h'-;-

-+ ‘Sonnenfeldt: ;That is another pornt. I have - already ralsed
‘ uo < -the questlon of_addltlonal -support £or the S
. -small partles Why.do We not help them to pick ..
' up VOteS'P - ’ .,. : ‘- .'.'- : -' ."" ' . b T ’ * '

iThé'Secretary:. What is His Hollness d01ng°
volpe: . . . rhe Holy Father came - out to pralse publicly the

' courageous sagacity of the Rome VLCar who spoke
. out against Communlsm.. )

| 25X6, E.0.13526 |
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Volpe:

Barbour:

‘The young prlests ‘are part of the problem. "A
.Cardinal tcld me how he had to fight with the

young priests who were taking a- pro—PCI stance.'
The Cardlnal threw them all. out.

JﬁAt the same . tlme, however, 1t was the Cardrnal

of - Mllano who' sald he -wished- the Chrlstlan

. Democrats would stop calling themselves’ "Chrlstlan

" Volpe: ...

T.He dldn £ want the 1éent1flcatlon w1th them._e;g--m

) That [} rlght ‘they feel talnted by the corruptlon

and malgovernc. After we boil it all down we
can see that there are nany rlsks lnvolved bLt

- the stdkes are ‘even gleate .

The .Sécretary:

.Youfhave'mz“bless;ng "But I am’ not sure that

can do this. I have never believed’

zsx1 and 6, F.0.13526 | [

T

-that there is .any merit. 1n 1051ng with moderat%on
"I want a major effort. "I want the Embassy 3

i, organized. I don't want any Yale students worklng

on their own. ' How you do-'it is up to you." I . J
don't care. As for the PSI, it.probably. has to be

"in the center-left government ‘but the DC must .

be stronger. "All the chowder heads in this
country .-- that’ is, the intellectual groups =—

. are favorable to the "Historic Comp;on*se

Volpe{

Don't send me any more PCI visa appllcants._ I
w1ll refuse them, so why don' t you Jo 1* yourselves

er. Secretary,.the Department sent me a cable,

approvmng my recommendatlon and that 1s what we -

. acted on

hThe Secretary:

Volpe:

. Yes, I approved that cable.

On this bas;s, for éxample, we gave'a visa to.

. a Communist jourﬂalist. .Aftér-he got his visa

he started saying he was coming here as a

"-Comminist official. Your folks ‘got after him
- and told him thi: he was here as -a jourraltst
* - and as nothing else._ .

—SEGREE/NODIS/GLNSITIVE
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Iif you want a change ln pollcy, let us” know

. Wlll we. know. here what lS going on it Italy°

Hartman: __John will set up_a team under Bob Beaudry] I
'[25X1;E13J3526 “7 - [ This is.not just a’'covert ’

The Secretaty::
' : :whatever yaou need.

' Volpe:

:The‘Secretery;

action program, it is a major effort that

will involve the whole.mission,  There will

be " status reports. ' ; B :
I

Do not feel constralned by money. , Ask for

If we need more we w1ll come back but I shall N
_.-not ask for more than that.' But we .shall need -
- .more  travel money, and for other proqrams._ ;o

';Obv1ously you should not ask ‘for monej just :
- for its own sake. But ‘you: mu=t have what you ﬁ['-
- need. -I want a structured program. spelling out.

" -in detail what you plan to achieve at.each. stage.{¥

LT want. the Embassy organized to tarry out thls;'

. program, and I expect you to see- that you have

.- what you.need. ' You will have my, coﬁptecc T

T - support. . Now it is not -just a matter of AN
Torganizat1on,. What" can we do -about that damn’ -

" Moro? . . h

" Volpe: .

'Barbourér"

.t

"He will be around until the Congress. He.is.
. being propped .up by.a number. of people.- Labor, -
" for example, knows that he is the best thlng
- they have got. g R ) _ :

IF Forlanl gets in as party secretafy, they may - |
‘have to buy Moro off’ by lettlng him: stay .on as

- Prlme Mlnlster.

Beaudfy;

.Sonhenfeldt;.v

’.He controls the left

‘ Moro~ls-deallng with the PCI. " Hé -is not deélinélf

with them as an c¢pposition party. When ‘you and

. the President spoke to him at Helsinki it is .
: not’ at all clear you were on ' the same wavelength.
I think he believes that you don't know that he -

" meets with-them, or that you don't know how he

deals.'with- them. . I believe he needs a much
tougher talking to. It could be done’ at the -
summit meeting. - S P ’
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" The Secretary:

N-Vo;ﬁe:';

'IThe Secretary

”Volpe

. The Secretdry:.

- " others.  Ther
" men under you.

“Bartman:

The Secretary:'.

'tHartman°

Sonnenfeldt.:;

Hartman:

< Volpe:

.We will approve this program.

Vjablllty

:John, you have to be detached about thisl."

—SECREE/NODIS/SENSITIVE .
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. Maybe the President could have a word with him.

Make sure that
. .Remind me

Hal, would ‘you see to it. .
there is a note in the documents,
to talk to 'Schmidt, toos- :

Do you need a
new political counselot’

We are mot entlrely happy with him, . He'hae muchf*
It depends on what he does. L

) Wny ‘don’ t we get a new one°

It depends if there is -domeone else around.

.- .It doesn't-do any good to get. someone else if

. "he is no better.
_attache,

We mlght look at the press;
too.'“-~- VoL . -

'YO'IJ,’ .
need to ‘see the top pollt1c1ans..'The day~to-day ;-
work must be done by ‘others. . There will be | .

lﬂ:thlngs you will not want to be involved in. .
" But 1t must be under your general control but.

with the details .and lmp;eaentatlor left Lnn':“
Therefore’' we need one or two strong L
I don't know anything about

'_‘your polltlcal officer, .I.don't even kriow his -
‘name, What s: his’ name° S e
- Alan Ford "
'Was he the one 1n Llsbon° B
' No, he was not.
'mhere are also the consulates. They are .
.- extremely important as well. e
-We need”to move now. :
i We are brlnglng John JDi Sciullo: to Genoa. :
- Perhaps Ve could brlng hlm early - put hln on TDY.

The Secretary: .
" oo - will talk to ‘Carol about all tbls, if necessary.

_Sonnenfeldté

We néed good.men in those consulates, too, I

On this kind of program you w;ll need a short
leaeh on the coasulates.
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. The Secretary:

.Volpe:

‘The'Secretary:

'.Volpe

”3The Secretary
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can we do it? This ‘will be .terribly important -
for the pclitical future of Europe. JItaly is

a test case.” If the "Historic Compromise"

comes to Italy there will not be an MHistoric
Compromise” in Germany, but the Socialists there
will shift to the' left. S '

,=I:recall "what Presidenc Nixcn:said to me. “Hé*
© told me that Italy is.the leg of Europe which .
. supports the rest of Burope and 1t is a damn

good thnng that it 1s there

.;Rome is the most lmportant Embassy we have toaay.f"
‘We have -one’ hell of an important. problem, and

you have -a very blg job ahead of you. :_

';-It is. as 1mportant as the 1947 perlod

:'It is more cruc1al than the 1947 -48 perlod.::_f
. At that-time we had potentmally healthier .~~~

. -situations elsewheré 'in Europe,_and we were |

Volpe: -

'Hartman:'

=_As for the economlc summlt,

.stroager at home, too

'znghe Itallans are ‘aware of a change in- t1e US.-."

La Stampa has said, for eyample, that the US 15 -

‘ startlng to reemerge w1tn v1gor “iu,.a

the French are puttlng
out- the line that.that will be a 5 plus 1 -

- conference and that any follow on act1v1t1es"

- will be of -the 5.

- The Secretary:

. Scnnenfeldt:

-‘The_Secretary?

‘ Volpe:

The Secretary:

) Well

- +little time to do it.
'-support .

lt w1ll be 5 plus l

5 plus 2

>John,rI want you ‘to know ijust how lmportantf

this is. The Embassy has a big job to do and .

You have my complete

I am fully avare of 3us+ how 1mpor*ant lt is. -

You have to get this thlng organlzed and_keep
us informed of what is.going on. If you need
anything at all and cannot get it, let me Know.
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(To Beaudry) : - I lork to‘yoﬁ to carrxy out
this program and to keep it under your £ull

control
I understand. Wé will get started as soon as’
I ge+ back tonorrow

{12:30:p.m. - partlclpants w1thdraw)
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