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DATE: N·overnbei iI, 1975. 

S.UBJECT: 	 Secretary '·s Heeting 'with Amba~sador John A. Volpe 

PARTICIPANTS: 	 The Secretary . 

Ambassador 'John A. Volpe, A:r;-,erican Embassy., Rome 

Robert ·M. · Beaudry, DCN, American Effibassy, .Rome· 

Arthur A. Hartman; EUR 

·Helmut Sonnenfeldt, C .· .. 
Robert E. Barbour, Director, "EUR/WE 
Harlan G. Moen,. EUR/WE· (notetaker) 

COPIES TO:· 
. '.:... 

The _Secretary: Good·to see you,· ·John.···· sorry to h.ave kept. y9u 
.... ·waiting.· ..·.. 

·Volpe.: Thut is.quite ·ai1'right, I .. wa.nt: y·ou :Co ·me~t 
. Bob. Beaudry.. . · 

. . . . 
.., . ·:. .· ..The Secretary: 

.Beaudry: · · 'rhe DCM ·at the- ~mbassy in Rome.' 

(Secretary sh.ak.es ·hands .with p<;iaudry.) 
.... 

The ·secretary: 	 What ha.ve .you bee.11 up to ·John?. . . 

VC?lpe: .' · ·: . Oh; we are watc;:h_ing .closely 'tit1at ·'is. going· on. · 

The Secretary: 	 I \vani:e(;t .to talk to you. abou.t ·the si tuaticn· in. 
Italy.· First, ·1 \V:OUld 1-ike your assBssment ·and· 
iohen give you our ·1iews. 

Volpe: \~e are delighted that· you ·called us back to 
give you.our assessment as we see it. June 15 
resulted ih some change but ti1is has been going 
on for some ti.m2. In fact, it .was going on. .... 
·'"he.n .Bob \'.lCl.~5 the:. :,C.:;:IF;E:D B'; .,,M . .... . . . -2 /--,.::S . 
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The Secreta:::y: when were you there? 

Barbour: '67 to '71. 

. · 'l;'(le Secretary: Are y9u·putting 	the blame on poor Barbour now? 

Volpe: No. They were a bit like the Republicans, 
concentrating on 'trying to· get a majority.· 
Then they wouldn't ..have anything:to worry about~ - ~. .. 

The Secretary: It is ha.rd to know what' the ·.Repubiici'ms ·would 
 .. :

do if they ever .. had a majority.' ":rhey might 

_impeacJ:i their. own President. 


.·· . '. 

Volpe:· · As you may know; _there are 'only 7 . Republicans 

out of 40 Senate. seats in. Massachusetts. Now 

they only have 4 7: Republic.ans. in the House ·in 

·Massachusetts.·. · · · 	 ·· .: -'

.·. First·, let me s~y that· June° 15· ·produced t;lO .. · :.· 

·fundamental changes. It put the PCI in ·stri·king · 


·· · distance of being ..:the plurality· party ·in Italy .. ·."' ..: .. 

..... The breakdown now.. i·s 33% to '35% •. '".. That is a· 
. :fundamental: chan·ge~ ·. The~l- are ·.vritr~in- distance· of" 

becoming_· the sini;rle largest. party _in Italy in .19i7'.. 
. .. ··.. 

The Secretary: .. 	 :Does any9ne 1~ant. c~»f.fee? .·..

. '..': ... 
''>_.. 	

. 
·.Volpe: No ·.th_ank you.··· . ·... 

.... 
The s6c.ialfsts gained abput 2 percentage· points;·· 

.far less than ·they thought: · 
·'" 

The Secrei;.ary: ·. 	 Who? .. 

Volpe:. ·.The Socialists. 

The C~rnmunists, ·. ,;ith a. gain of 5 •. 5 percentage 
·_.points, even surpris<i!d themsel_ves. we called 
the elections on the nose with the exception of . 

.the · ' ./PCI." 

. The·Secretary:-. 	I remernbe·r you told me. in ..Rome that the DC would 

lose about 2 i/2 -percentage .points ... 


. . 	 . 
Volpe: 	 The Socialists·, with their gains and with thoie 


of ·the Communists, ha:ve shoved their chests oµt 

pretty far. Now they think the center-left. 

government ·has weakened tb:em.. · 


··. 
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The Secretary: Arthur Schlesinger's great ·achie'vement· the 
· cen ter-·lef t in Italy.. ·-. 

Volpe: We got blamed for something we are not responsible. 
for. · I wish we could. reverse history. 

' 
·The ·secretary: 

·.
J?ut .wear~ responsible.\ . 

. Volpe: 	 The PSI knows that if they .get close to the PCI 
they wi.11 be ·devm1red .. ·!At the same time, they 
don.'t ·want the DC becau$e .it is so weak. ·They.· 
do know.what they..dC>n't'want. They· don't want 
a· DC-PCI alliance.·. ·Th.;i::(· do. not want .the 
"Historic .Compromise". . .. · 

The ·..secrej:ary.: . The ·sa.ciali'sts? 

Sonnenfeidt:· ·: ::They .would. b.e squeezed·. out. · 	 ... 

. '· .... Yes." ·They ·don't want to. leave· the PCI off scot 
·free·.. Yet, everi if the DC was on tl)e ball and ·.. 
put their ·record: out. on. Tl/., it would· not be 

.;: . enough.· They know what they are. a~fainst. ·, 

I had De Martino to.lunch. ··:li~ s~id that he:.:.,·· 
. ·'. . just: had·. to i?i+t the- blame. on the 'per but he 

didn't kn.ow how he .could do 'it. · 'De Martin to 
... said that he hadn't figured it out.yet. " . ' .· 	 .. . 	 : 

· The Secretary:· . Do you know Max As coli?" 

Volpe: ·... . '·No.. ····;. ···.. ·. 	
: ; 

.. . 

The Secretary: · He. is· an old. friend of mi.ne·; the ... former editor· . . . . 
. of·. "The Reporter". magazine.' He once told me when" 
I· said that Fanfani was shrewd that.shrewdness ·is 
the. national· form of stupidity of the.· Ita,J.ians.

,/ 	 . . . 
·.·:· 

·volpe: r{ they go.with t,he Socialist's . the. Communists .I 

might be ..able.to come up \·1ith 51%. They don't. 
want that.· However·, it wouldn't talce them long 
to take over once.they did. They have put on an· 
unbel.ievable propaganda program in Bologna '.on· · 

· 	thei·r adr:iinistration there. · Every place you go 
you hear about how0 good the mayor is there.· But 
r say to the Christian Democrats -- and I told· 
Forlaz:i.i this when I called on hi~ just be.fore 
coming back here -- '.I said,. ·look. You have a 

. young mayor in Ancona -- I was there a fe1~ weeks 
ago -- who· is only 41 ·years· old. ·Why don't you · 
ever talk about him? Arid I mentioned to Rumor. · 

SECRE'l'/NODIS/SENS'ITIVE 
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I sa.w him just before I ief't; I can talk to 
him ~- I said, why· does ··everyone talk about . . 
Bo.logna and not the 43-:year-oid mayor of ·Padova? 
·Padova is up near Rumor's district. ··r was up·. 
there·, let's see, maybe. a month'· six t·ieeks ago. · 
When I get back. I'm .. going to have s.ome material . 
ready on their· local acdninistration, and· I'm · ·· 
going to give it to. tho~e fello~1s ·to use;·. But 
al.l you h_ea,r about are ~he Comrm.inists ·in Bologna.. ' . . . : 

The Secreta_ry: 	 Is it. any ·good?. · ..f 
... 

Volpe: Yes, the s·treets are clean. . It is· so-·so •. I told". 
Moro that". .. 

The· secretary: 	 Does J':1oro stay awake when yo_u talk .to him? 
...... 

Volpe: Someti~es ... Remeffiber ·during. the Pres.ide~t; ·s ·. 
visit to Rome he.. slept for. 15· minutes. during 

. the meeti"ng? · ... 
' ·.. ' 

.. "The Secretp.ry: ·I. have ·never -dis.covered a sub)ect that i.nterested · 
hiqi... . : : . ·... .··. ·. 

. . ·: ... 
.. ·...:Volpe: . Nor. have· ·r. .. . ' . ··. 

_Beaudry: · . : He like~' porno· movies. One of ·the movies,·· adver-" 
· ·. tised that· "this film has _been seen by the . 

. ·.· ·J?res.ident ·of the Council".:·. 
.. : . 

';l'he.· Secretary: · ·Horo seems to·.be in. ·an ~nassail.~ble · posi.tion ... ·.-·.·. There is nci alternative .. ·· .. ·· · . ·. ·.· · : . . 	 . . . . 
. ·. . . 

Volpe:· · Yes, as. long· as there are no early elections. 
...... ·. ·. 

The' se_cretary: 	 How about my pal Rumor? He want to head.the 
0'H·i.s.toric CompromiS·e'" .· 

Vo~pe: 	 He is weak ·in· ·many ways ·but cin that one thing he· 
.··is. ·not. He is. against the· "Historic. Comprcmis.e" • 

He ·was .astounded by J.loro • ·s ·. speech at Bari· on · ·· 
the confronto, who put it in such.a· way. that it 
sounded close "to ·the. "Historic "compromise"·. · Rumo·r 
said he wq.s:against.the "Historic "Compromise" and 
for ·that· reas·on took .himself out of his faction. 
He wants to be a statesman.. I told him that a 
statesman is· a ·dead· pcli tician.• ·. He said he had 
no intention of being a·dead politician. 
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The Secretary: 	 What are we gqing to do? 

Volpe: ·We cannot afford to stay still. . We have· already 
started. ·Our young officers are already meeting 
with young ·politicians. ! went d01~n to Colombo.' s 
district. I may ha.ve rub.bed Colombo· 'the wrong. 

·.way. Remember 'when the President told me to 
tell Colombo ·what' we thought of the I.titlian 
vote ,against 'l'aiwan in j:he UN?.·· I mentioned· it . · 

·_. 	 in my. toast, too. ·1-loro· heard about that. Then 
when Haro. g·ave a dinner. f;or me he just lifted .. 
his glass and said "Tei good· rel.ations between 

. ·Italy and· our friend the: Unite.d. States of 
·America".· That·w.ay he didn'.t.·1et.me make-·a 

... . toast and mad.e a. point about;.-the. 'vot·e •.. . . " 

The fact i.s we have g~t to get going. · .· Bob ·and 
I have .. already, talked about this. We·. have 

.. ":: . star.ted reprogramming. . '·. · 

. The Secretary:' What. ci.oes ·~hat ..mean? 
"• 

.. We are moving people around> adding ·more. :· p~ople 
·to.the·political section. 

The Secretary: ·Ji.re the:'(. working for or· against the. "Historic ' · · 
·. Compromise 11 ? Hoiv many of, the junior officer_s...":. . .. · · 

are working for 'it? ·From what. I know 'of 'them1 · 
I can't see them putting m~ch ~ffort ·into what. 

'•: we must try ·.. to :ao .. 	 . , ,. ... 

Volpe:.. 	 I ·would .say. that ·there ·is ·no question in my mind::·'·· 
'that the Embassy is solid with us .on .this and.·. · · 
can. dci the job. ! may have some doubts 1).bout · : 
two or· three.·· we want to look 'at them, We · .. 

'"· can't affor.d to. have. them· if they ·a:r.e. not, with·.. 
us •.. I may raqve .so'me peopie ·out. 

The Secretary:·. You should .. 

Vo.lpe: 	 I. preach the gospel. There were· a lot of people 
in favor of gi=tting rid o;f Fanfani after four 
straight ... losses. .someone had to go. ··However;· · 
they dumped him in a public way. The'man they 
chose is a ~loro .. !)1an -- Zaccagnini. H'e· is 63 and 
has been.a President of the DC for many ·years .. 
His name· is ·not a 'household word. Fanfani ·ran 
the party and he did not have much exposure •. 
He has·a ba~ ulcer .. · 
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The Secretary: 	 He seems like a ·great guy to run· a tough 

campaign against the Communists. A,s I ·think·.. 
about this, the DC must be reformed. But how'-'. 
can the. DC reform· i t·self arid .win· an election.. · 
at the same time? That present bunch.is not·. 
going to. win.any:election. . . .

I . . 

Volpe:. 	 Some will have to stay but we are· looking to 

the young· ones to bri'ng \new .le.adership. to the
.. . . . . 
party.: ·: 

:·. 

The Secr.etary: . 	 Another thing that bothers· me: is the . left wing . 
of the ·DC. ·My ·assessment i's :th;:it they are· .P-ot:. 
Communist only because ·they are Catholics.. .. 

Volpe: : 	 Mr. ,Secretacy ~ · ·for._, e~amp1e..;': Donat. Cattin·.::...,... ·he' i···.· 
. .:·. among the: strong: opponents· °'to~:tl}e ·."His.toric: ·. :···· .. · 

·compromi.se", and li.e' s. a ·leader· c;>f one of: the· left·· · 
factions. Inciden.tally, ·he· t,ook a. swipe·. at ·me · · 

· some tirrie·· ago ..... · · .. 
. ' ' .~ ·.... ' .. . 

The ·secret~ry:: ..,-_Is. h.e· s:til.l alive?.. . ..··.... · ·: · · .. - · ., . . ........ . 


. Volpe: .. 	 0: · , ·Y~~ ~. he ·is ~he···ie~dei of: ~e. left ·wrrig ··of the·. ·· 
'·, ... DC.but· he·, is anti.,.Communist. . . . ·· 

.. 

:. . The Secretary: .Hie( name. doe.sn It nie an- anything' tci me .. 


. . . . . . . . 

Beaudry:·. · That' is' :~he s~~ret~r~' s p~~nt. •. Hfs: ca~hol:l~i~~ 
prevents him from· being. Commun.ist. · · · · · ·· . ,.,. 	 . .. 

~ .· 	 . ' 

.The ·Se~ri.tary: . · My primary l?robiem ·.is to. keep ·Italy Jrom . , 
becomip,g a ·test:: case for . ..l:he rest of Europe. '·:: 
We have a;fready had .some soft heads fr.om. Germany 
urging the "Historic Compromise" to..' tame the ·, · 
Cornmunis ts. ·That is Ehmke '.s point of view. · 

.Hart.man:. 	 Yes • . . . . 
Volpe:. . . . We u·riderstand that Brandt wa:nts ··to .see some. cif ·· .. 

the c·ammunist leaders.. This must be avoide.d. '. 
At the summit rneeti.ng .this .week if ·the: President 

··and you can .talk to tP.e .. British abe>ut this •.. 

The Sec:te.t.ary: 	 Isn't ·Palme: in New York today? Why aren • t we· 

s.eeing him? 


Hartman: 	 :i:t .is a questi~n ~f f~ee time before your: 

departure for the summit. 
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The Secretary: 	 But why' don't we see' h.im? 

Hartman: 	 It is the time schedule. 

The Secretary: 	 What time ·schegule? 

Hartman: · 	 I will have to check.' 

The Secretary: 	 We s·ho'uldn.' t turn away any. oppo'rturiities. 
\ 

· H.artman: He has .not asked tci s$e anyone. We don't know. 
if he wants to .see the President; Re is here 
on other busine.ss to make· a. ·Speech· to· the 
Council and at. the· UN •. 

The secretary: ·· I' 11 ·be· in New York on .the 18th~· r could see 

· ·.him. then. ·:. · · .... 


·--.· 

Sori~erifeldt·; · ··we' 11 check.··
··, .. 

Hartman:· · · o~ ·timing, ·.there' s ··.got to be· a clean sweep~· 

· ·· One group is tJ;rnt. of Forlani, which can probably>; 


. . .. come up 'on t.ime..... 
 ·.• ,···.. 
The Secretary: 	 .That ·J111 d~ :it? ·. :- :"• 

"\ . 
...... 

Harj::man: 	 There are no new .. leaders. iri position. at .this time.· 

.Volpe:.· Leone ~\'ants. the Congress in 'Jan.:iary. . .. .. 	 : . 
:· 

The· secretary: 	 Who· ·is. the .'leader· of the DC,· the. ·secretary? 
" 

Hartman: 

Volpe:.·. ·In my 'talk ·with Moro, he said that.his gciverriment 

had a· 60-40 chance .tci. last· uritil the c·ongress. · 

After the Congress he just didn·' t··know .. 


·.: 

Leone wants ·an early Congress. Moro -and . 

Zaccagnini want; it rater in the fall" of 1976. 

In ·my view .that would be disas.trcius.. They need . 

time to put .everything together before the 

election$.·· 


The Secretary: 	 What wi 11 the .nev.r Secretary· .do? Who is he? 

Volpe: 	 He is 49 years ·.old, no. taint of corruptio.n, not 

·involved in any ·shady things.· All tne major 
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lea"ders Andrciotti, i?'iccoli, Bissaglia 
support hir:i. 11.rrigo Levi, the ecii tor of 
La Stampa ,, says there is no one else. 

The Secretary: 	 l·lhy is he so dominant? 

v.olpe: 	 Well,· he was par.ty secretary. 

The Secr.etary: He didn't do so·we.l·l. .·But what is. his strength? 
·Is he able? .. 

Vo'lpe :·. 	 Yes. He is able .. He is· uncorrupte~.· 

The Secretary: 'i. understa.nd · tha't. if you can get things· done 
·corruption il? not .necessar.i ly a bad ·word: in · 
_ItalJ'.• . _ :· 

-. . . 

Volpe: · .\Vh~n· you look aroui1d, the.t~ isn! t a:~yqne .eise.•.. 
Al 1 ·the.' other's are. four to five. years · away. . I · · · 
tol.d him one: .of the things. he had. to: iriitiate. : . · 

... · was a system "of. deputy· chairmen· of ·.the party' and:.· . 
.position· them aroi.ind Italy .. ·in that. way .he would·:·.: . 

.' ..know ·what .was going. on. in all. parts of° the . · ·· · · · 
··country. He has been around for.years··and he·':.. 

doesn't think that he· knows ·everything.. With 
the right ,kind of suppqrt .he ·could <J,o a good. .:­
JOb·,· He is dependable. He is opposed·to the. · "· 

.._··Moro/Zaccagnini crowd.. He opposes the "Historic 
. , :. · Compromise" and 'he is against the .di,albgue. ·Fo.r. ·. 

. . . ··him they ·are the :oppositi0n pa_rty .. · . . .. 
. . . 

.. ·'. 
The.Secretary: .The PCI? 

·.: . . 
Volpe: 	 yes.· :,· 

Hartman: 	 ·Does.Leone think he is good? 

Volpe: ·He thinks 'he is· the. only man. 

The Secretary: 	 My concern, John, is this. I n<;!ed a systematic. 
operation, :not a lot of political scientist .. 
mumbling ... Our· 'people. must know ·that this is not 

· a tactical ·thing.·. I don't know 'just how t.o do. 
it. '\'le cannot defeat the. Conmiunists with · 

·Socialists. Lknbw that ·.my people here think we 
should work with the Socialists. 

SBCHE~/NODIS/SENSITIVE-.----· 

http:understa.nd


..~ . 

. SECRDgo/NODIS/SENSr°TIVE·' 
-9­

··Hartman: · N6, tha·t·' s not _right. ·Have you read the. paper? 

The Secretary: What P.aper? 
.. 

Hartman: ··The paper on. Ita_ly. I:t is in. your Volpe. folder. 

· .... (Secretary gets· p.ape_r from' his briefcase.)· 

· .The Se.cretary: I think the· Socialists will be .. effective onl:{ as 
·long as the. DC. ia strong. 

·: 
Volpe·: .That is absolute_ly-· right. 

Hartman: ·::;That's ·_the whoi.e:·p~i"rit of .our paper~· 	 ... 

' ·The Se~retary ,: . The DC is the· thing; not the PSI. . There is . 
.·. · ·· · 'nothing we can do to talk. sense to·. De· Martino.·= ·. · 

until the DC is strong~ · :.·:: ·.~ · · · · ·. 	 . . . . .. · . . .... 

Volpe: ': · If .the :-DC could -govern· 11i thout the Socialists~- .. ·' 
: .. they. would· be delighted -to do so. ·.De Martino 

for h.i,s part_. said he is. not. prepared to rejoin •· 
··a weak·. alliance: The DC will. have its council .. · 
·.meeting 'wi.thin _the next. ten days, . ·If De ~iar.tino 
. sees ·renewal he.:will be. more amenable: to the ·oc. 
He. is receptive_·, to· accepting an inv:).tatAon:·to .. :·. 

· ·· come here· January s~12.. · · ... 
~ . .. 

·.Not- that I· love .the s·ociaii~ts · _.:. r hate thei,..- · · . . . 
. :-.· . . guts -:-:- .. but that" ·is all' that we·have· to work ·with; 

.. . .. ·.: . 
' . : . There are the· sfr1aller parties but you need .a· 

55.:.60% majority to govern effectively .. Therefore 
you need the Socialists. There is ·no alternative 

" :·to having the'm in a COGl;li ti6n. 

We need 	to·show.De Martino this great country. 
: ~ . . 	 and ·have him _hear what you think ·about the· PCI .. 

He does not want to· associate the· PSI with the · 
·per at the national level. There is already· some 
evide11ce that the Pei '.can be ·.oppos.ed at the local 
level.. At a recent council meeting in Florence. 
the PCI was defeated by.the other parties. Here, 
let nie read you this telegram.· (Reads telegram. 
from Florence.) As th.e PSI and the DC voted 
with all the other par..ties · against ·the Communists, 
I think this might be the beginning of something. 

'They can do it if they want to".· · 
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The·Secretary: 	 What I want .to avoid is that we sit around· for 
another five months wi.th all our ·bright .ideas. 
There· still is no.. coherent program. We have 
talked about three guys on this and two.guys· 
on that. 

·Hartman: 	 This is.the covett part, but it ·is:only one 
part· of the whole program. We have already . 
started on the overt side, and we· want to !UOVe 
with this. we ·have.time up'to .the party 
congress. 

· . The. Secretary:: Why . can". t. we start on· the newspape:r:.s '? . 

Volpe: 	 If you approve ·the ·covert program, we can start. 
You have to. give us. your. blessing. 

The Secre.tary; 	 You have !UY blessing.':·:I"approve it.· The·: 
Fort;: Committee will appro've· it. 

··.· 
Hartman: There;. are :So~e locai ~·lections· com1ng· .up.· If 

.the DC can.win,· it.will have a great 
'• ·. .. . · ps'ychological .benefit.. . .. ·. .:.:". 	 . '' ."· 

Beaudry:· . I ·.think some US electoral te·chniques can work in 
Italy.:. Using these techniques I one group was 
able to elect .110 of the1r 126 .candidates in .· ... 

·"·the. June. 15 ·elections. ':. · 
... 	 : " 

·~ 

:Volpe': . They. we.re riot .e•Jen endorsed. by. the: leaders of. 
·: . the party.· They got i.n ... j Ust the same." 

.-- '• . 

The 'Secretary; What do: ~:ou think, Hal? ·· 

Sonn·enfeldt: 	 What specl,fically? 

Th.e s~cretary: · '.Italy. · 

..... 
· ~onnenfiedt.: " 	 ·we ·should let .it be known that w~ support 

·Forlani. .. 
Volpe: 	 Not op·enly, ·of. course. 

The Secrel:ar;:'. 	 He 'is strong. in his own·right. Why do we 'have. 
to support him? 

. . 
Volpe: 	 Our support. wmild be useful against. the Mo;ro/ · 

Zaccagnini opposition. 
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Sonrt~nfeldt: . We w0uld back him not as a man who supports a 
more elegant· form of the· "Hi.storic Compromise" .. 
The "Historic Compromise" is a process which 
has already begun. It is alieady·working in 
the regions. The .Communists look upon.it as 

., an organic proces·s. · We are already. in·. the 
. beginning phi1.ses; We are ·even beyond the .. ·. · ·.· . 
-beginning phases 'of the "Historic Compromise"~ ·. · · 
We need· a. counter· current against the. ,;Historic·. 

·.compromise" in the. media, for example •. 

Volpe:. 	 Yes; the media are .very imr:iortant. 

.: ... The. Secretary: What does· counter c~rrent mean?· 

Sonnenfeldt: .··. 	 we' rieed ·the· Italians· to: speak out for the 
government and ?gainst the Communistl:J, . . .. ' . ··.. .. . ... : 

The· Secretary: · 	 What. does ··La Malfa do? 

·.·.Volpe:·. ··.He .:is· a hard man· but ·Moro ·has soften'ed ··him up, a· 
. ' . >bit. He· also is old· and has had· two: eye operations:• 

. :;' · Also hi·s ·Republican Party '.is very· ·small. · · · . 	 . . . .. . ' . . . . . ··.. 
. •.. ·. . ·,' . . . ; .The· Secret.~ic°y: .. But 'he has· a lot of ~r"estige: 

-Sonnenfe ldt·: : That is another point .. ·.r have .already raised.. 
. ·. .·the question. of additional. ·support for· the . 

: small part.ies, ·. Why. dq \:Te not help them tq· pick 
up votes? .·. · ·. 	 · 

. : . ' 
The Secretary:. 	 .WJ1at :is His· Holin.ess c;toing? ·. · 

. . . . ' 

Volpe: The Hdly .Fa.ther··came. out to p~aise· p·ublicly the· 
·. co.urageous sagacity of the Rome vicar who spoke 

out against Commun·ism. · 

I 25X6, E.0.13526 
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Volpe: ·The young .priests are part. of the· problem;· · A 
.cardinal told me how he had to.fight wit]). the 
young priests. wh6· were taking a:.pro-PCI stance. 
The Carc;lirial threw· ·them all. out... · · · . . ' . . : ,:. 

Barbour·:· . ·-At .the same.: time, however, it -was t]).e .Cardinal· 
. · of· Milano· who· said ]).e -wished .the Chris.tiari · · . ..··..

···'. . .Democrats would stop· calling· themselves.. "Christian''_;. 
"· !:le ·didn't. want the 'i·dentific~tion with them... " "· 
.. . ' .. 

. .. 
That's right·; they ·feel: tainted by· the ·corruption:··· 
arid malgoverno. After we boil 'it. all down we .. 

.·.· can see that· there are· many risks "in\iclved,. bu't 
·.the s·takes are ·everl greate;t:~ . 

. ~ . . ' . " . : . . . . . . .. 

.· · · The.Secretar·: Yo~.have·m:(.':biessing·: ·_.But.i·am"not·sure t]).at 
. .25x~ and 6, E:0.13526 .. J j <;:an. do thi~. . ~ hav~ nev.?r believed.· '· 

. .-... that there is .any merit. ·in· losing with modera ti cm. · 
" I want a major effort. ·.r "want the' Embassy . . .. " . 

organize¢!. I don't want any -Y.ale students'. working 
on. their. own_. How you do· it is up to you.•:. I ..­
don't care. · As for the P.SI, it:· probably. has" to be. " 
in the center-left gov'ernment; .but .the- DC must'..·· · 
be stronger.·.· ··All the chowder heads in this 
country.-~ that· is, the intellectual groups ~-
are favorable.to.the "Historic Compromise" . 

. Don't.-send me any more 'PCI 'v.j..sa· applic.ants. I 
will refuse ·.·them, so why do_n' t you "do.it yourselves .. 

Volpe: .'Mr. Secretary, . the Department se'nt .me a cable, 
approving. my recommendation and. th?-t ·is what we ·' 
acted on.· · 

_.The Secretary: Jes, I approved that cable. ·. · 

Volpe: On this basis, for example,· we gave· a visa to. 
. a Communist. journalist.· .After· he got his visa 
he started saying he was coming here <'.S a 

·Communist officia·l. Your folks ·got after him 
and told him thi:\'!: he was here as ·:a :Journalist ... · and as nothing _else.. · · · 
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If you want. a chan9"e i~' policy, let ·us·· J<.now. 

The ·Secretary: 	 Will we. know. here what\~ going on.it Italy? 

Hartman:· John will set u· team un:der Bob Beaudr

I2sxi, E.0.13526 I...._~ Ti_____.,...,..... s is.not just a· covert 


action program, ·it is 'a major effort that · 
will involve the. whole.'. mission.: There \vill 
b~ status reports. · · · · · · · .. 	 . . . 1 . 

The Secretary:··. Do not feel. co;.strai;.ed." by· money. Ask for 

whatever you need. · 


·.. ~ 

Vcilpe: If we ·need· more we will come back, but I ·shal·l · 

··not ask for· more. than that.· But we ,shal'l need. : 

. more. travel money, and· for other programs.


. . . . . 	 ··~ . . . . 
': 	 :··.. ·· 

The Secretary.: Obviously. you· s.houlci..· n'~t ·ask·.·ior money just: : -.·· : · 
. •, · .for its owli sake.. But yqu must have .what you 

need. ·I want a structured program. spelling out..· 
. in detail what you plan to achieve at. each. stage • ." 

• ·.. I want. the Embassy organized to carry. out .th.is ·.. 
' .. 

;_,. 
program,· and I expect you to see:that ·yoµ have 

· 1.-1hat ya·u...11e~c;l. · .·:Y.ou .v1.ill·· have n1Y. c.ornpletc · 
. support. ·Now it .is not .just a matter of;·· . 
: organization.: What" can we do ·about that damn·
Moro? · · .. · ' · ·· 	 · .. 

. .. 
Volpe: . .	He.will .be a;i;ound until. :the C.o~gres·s. He. is ·. · 

being propped .up by:. a number .·of people. · Labor, 
··.· for example, kn_qws ·that. J:i.e is the best ·thing. 

·.' 	 they h_ave got~ . . · · · · · 

·:Barbour:· · .. If E:orlani g~:ts: in as party secretary, they rr.ay ·. 
: ., . ·hav~ to buy Horci off· by letting him: st;ay .. on as 

· ... Prime Minister. · 
··. 

: . ,. ,·Beaudry,: : . He controls the. left. 

Sonpenfeldt:· 	 Moro ·is dealing with ·the PCI. ··He is not dealing. 
with them as an opposition party. When- ·you and 
the Pre5ident spoke to him at Helsinki it is 
not· at al·l· clear you were on· the same wavelength". · 
I think he belie.ves that you don't know that he 

'.·meets with-them., or that you don't know how he 
deals:·\vith· them ... I believe he needs a much 
tqugher talking.to. It. could .be done· at the · 
summit meeting. · 
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' 	 .. 
The Secretary: 	 Naybe the· President could have a word .with him. 

Hal, would ·you see to it·. Make sure that 
there is a note in the documents ...Remind me 
to talk to'Schrnidt, t~o·· 

.We will approve this p·;rogram~ J)o ·you need a 
new ·political counselor? 

.:· 

·Volpe:· We are ·not ·entirely ·happy with him.. He has much .. 
'.·ability·. It depends on what. he does. . 	 . . . j . . 

·.The Secretary: Why don't we get a new one?.. . .· . 

..Volpe: . . It depends. if th.ere.. is. ·S.Oll\eone. ·else around: 
It doesn •·t. do any· good to get .. someone. else if 

: .he is no better. We might· l'ook at the press : . 
attache, 'too.. . . ·: .. · .. · · ·~ · · " · · · . " ' · 

:.: ~ . ·. ... .·.. . .. · 
The secretary:. 	 John,.yoti have to·b·e-.deta~hed about:.this·. · You'.·· .. 

ne'ed to ·see the :top .politicians·.. ·'.Che .day-to-day·:. 
work .·must be done· _by ·others. There .will be . 

. \things you will-not want to be· involved in. ., .. ·.·.-.-. 
· But. it must be under · y9_ur. · g<;!ner.al control· but.·.· ·.. 

.~:.. · · .. \ti th the details and .in1plernentatior.:.. left to . · .... 
"· 	 others.· Therefore· we need· one ·or two strong . ·:·· 

men under you·. I don• t know anything about .. ·:. · 
yol!r political officer. . . .r.· don't ·even know -his 

·name; ·:·what's: his :name? · .. 

·.··. 

., . 

:·.Hartman: A-lan Ford.. · .-. : .. 
... ··: 	.. 

Th.e Secretary:-. 	Was he the. one in· Lisbon? ... · ...... 
·Hartman:. 

.: .: 
Sonnenfeldt: 'l'here are. also the consulates. ·They are.. 


· extremely importa.nt as well. 
. 	 . .. 

.Hartman: 	 . We need· ·tO" move no\-1. ·· · 

.. Volpe: We '.are bringing John'..oi ·Sciullo:.to. Genoa • 
" Perhaps ·we coil.1¢1. bring him early_. -- put him on . TDY. · 

0 

The.secretary: 	 We ·need good. men in those· c on-Sulates, too, I 
will talk to carol about a·ll this,.. if necessary. 

Sonnenfeldt: On this kind of program you ·will need a short 
: leash on the· consulates .. 
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The Secre>tary·: 	 c~~ we -do it? This· will be .terribly important 
for the political· future of Europe. .Italy is. 
a test case.· If the "Historic Comoromise" 
comes to Italy there will not be an ""Historic 
Compromise" in Germany, but the s.oci.alists there 
will shift to the·· left, 

.voipe: 	 I .recall ·what President Nixon said to me. He · 
told me that Italy 'is. the l~g of Europe which. 
supports 'the rest of Europe and it" is a dami:i 
good th i.ng that it is there.: 

The Secretary: . Rome is the"most .important Embassy we have today. 
·We have ·one' hell cif an important. problem, ·and 
you have ·a very· big job· ah"ead of \•ou. . . 

·.· . ~ . . . . 
. 'Vol~e.: 	 :i;~ . .is ..as ·lmporta~t'as the 1941per.iod••: 

The Secretary.: 	 It 'is more crucia]_ than the 1947-4.8 peri:od; . 
At .. that: time we had pdtential.ly· healthier." .:.. 
·situations elsewhere· in Europe, ·and we were 
stronger at home, "too. ·. ." · · · .• ·. ·... 

" .. 
Volpe: ·. · 	 The .Italians. are aware of a cha"~ge· .in· the US.· 

La Stampa has said; for example, that the US ":i.:s. 
starting .to .reemerge.with vigor."· .· 	 ...· ..: 

·Hartman: •. 	 ]l.s fa~ the .econ"cimic suminit, ·the. Fr"ench .. are... put.ting .. 
out. the line that. that will be a· 5 plus 1 . · · · · 
conference and "that any. follow~on -acti.vi ties 

'. 	 w_il.l be of the 5. 

The sec'retary: . · WeB., _-it will ·be ·5 plus i. : · '. 

Sonnenfeld"!;: _No,· 5 ·plus 2. 

The _Secretary:· ·Jahn> I w~nt you ·to know just how importa.nt·, 
this is. ·The Embassy has a big j·ob to do· <;lrid. 
·li"i:tle'time to:do it-. You h.ave my complete 
support• 

Volpe: . ·I ·arn.ftilly ·aware of just.how important it is.· 

The Secretary: 	 You have to get this thing organi~·ed and keep 
us informed of what is .going on.. If you need 

:
I 

anythtng at all 	and cannot get it, let me"know. 
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(To Beaudry) : I lo.ok to· you to carry out 
this program and to keep it under your full 
control. 

Beaudry: I under.stand. We will g.et started as soon as· 
·r get back· tomorrow. 

(12:30. p.m. participant·s withdraw) • 
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