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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. €. 20301 .-

6 MAY 1978
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1-35131/76

INTERNATIOMAL SECURITY ATPAIRS

MEHORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR EUROPEAN & NATO AFFAIRS
"DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR POLICY PLANS & NSC AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: Modification of SSBN Commltments to NATG (NSDM 328} (&Y

(U) The attachment forwards pertinent extracts of Presidential determina-
tions on the subject.

S

(U) Reproduction of the attachment is prohibited without the pe_rmi'ssion_of
this office. A signature record of disciosure (SD Form !914). shall be main<
tained. |In view of the sensitivity of the information, it is further
requested that dissemination be on a strict need-to-know ba_sis.

{0} The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff has been assigned primary action.

stzry of Cefsnsg

B afurg e
interndiiong)y Security Affeirs
Enclosure

afs

Distribution:

Xerox cy w/Att - Ea Addee

RC w/o Attt

PN Cmkb w/Atr (cy#1) w/d

PD Chron w/o Atr g

X0 w/Att {Cy#)3) -

PN Chron w/o Att”

E w/Att {Cy#14)

P w/Att (Cyf12)

ED w/Att (Cy#)5) .
PD (pr. Gaffney)w/Att(Cy#16) .

Prep: COL Eiler/PD/hr/79349/6Nay76

r

- - Upon removal of attachments
~ this document becemes

AUTOMATICAELY-DOTHGRADED
DECLASSIFIED onJEL tr—138

1Ty

TIVE CRDZR
—TERAR INTERVATLS.,




B B e A B N B R B S e T S e

TORSECRET.

+ SUBJECT: Modification of SSBN Commitments to NATO (NSDM 328) (e)

Pertinent extracts of NSDM 328, dated 4 May 1976 (addressed to: The
Secretary of State; The Secretary of Defense; copies to: Chairman, Joint
ChieFs of Staff; The Director of Central Intelligence; and signed by
Brent Scowcroft). .

The President has approved the proposal to modify the U.S, commitment of
fleet ballistic missile warheads to NATO. This modification should provide
improved survivability of the forces committed to the General Strike Plan
(85P) and allow for some reduction in tactical aircraft requirements for
targeting against fixed targets in the GSP, thus making such aircraft fully
available for other theater operations. Specifically, the U.S. will offer

to: g |

== Provide SACEUR with the military authority for target assignment,
alerting, and missile release for 230 Poseidon RVs from normally alert
Poseidon SS8Ns and 170 Poseidon RVs from normally non-alert Poseidon
S§BNs, vice the current arrangement whereby SACEUR Is provided the same
authority, for 150 Poseidon RVs from alert Poseidon SSBNs. In the case of
the RVs from normally non-alert $SBNs, it is understood that SACEUR's
missile alerting and release authority becomes operative after the $SBNs
have been directed to generate by proper authorities. It is also under-
stood that the Director of Strategic Target Planning will perform the
detailed targeting function for these RVs based on a list of SACEUR-
designated targets in coordination with SACEUR.

== Carry the 400 SACEUR-assigned RVs in NATO-pure missiles ?board any
number of normally alert or normally non-alert 5SBNs, as approgr!ate,
whether located in CINCLANT's or USCINCEUR's area of responsibility.

Any proposal for commitment of additional! RVs beyond those specified above
shall be submitted to the President for his approval. . :

It is to be understood that these commitments to NATO in no way infringe

upon the current authority of the President of the United States with regard
to missile release either in the NATQ context or as & unilateral national
action. The currently approved nuclear weapons safety rules for the

Poseidon weapon system will remain in effect for those missiles ass:gneg

to NATO. The appropriate authorities aboard SSBNs which carry NATO-assigned
missiles will be provided with the necessary command, contro! and.commun{ca'
tions documentation required for alerting and launch of missiles in accordance
with NATQ authorization procedures.

The Secretaries of State and Defense, or their designated;representatives,
may proceed with any necessary consultation and planning in NATO in accqrdance
with the above. :

This NSDM supersedes relevant portions of NSDM 132Aof September 13, 1971.
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