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ASSISYANT SE-ClllffARY Of DEFENSE 
WA5HIN(;TON, D. C. 20301 

1tnu.HATIOllA\ llCUt:lfY .,t,f.F.&11.S 

6!Ml.Y 1976 
In reply refer to: 
1-35131176 ·r. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
CHAIRMAH, JOINT CHIEFS .OF STAFF 
DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE RESEARCH & ENGINEERING 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (MANPOWER & RESERVE AFFAIRS) 
ASS I STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PROGRAM ANALVS IS & EVAl.UATI ON)
ASSISTANT SECP.ETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS)
ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY (ATOMIC ENERGY) 
ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY & DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE l.J.J

L'J 

llt!Sl'mC11lD , 
d15C1. •.. D 

• ,, pf OSUle to 
311 L•iC sancdcllS. 

..,.,,..JJ.D. 
954 ""I 

' 

SUBJECT: Modification of SSBN Commi~ments to NATO {NSDH 328) j,ef 

{U) The attachment forwards pertinent extracts of Presidential determina­
tions on the subject, 

(U) It is requested that any essent.ial reproductio~s of the· attachment be 
controlled by your office and that signature record{s) of disclosure 
(SD Form 1Si1 or equivalent) be maintained. In vi.el• of the sensitivity of 

the information, it is further requested that dissemination be on a strict 

need-to-know basis. 


{U) The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff is assigned primary action. 

·
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~ 
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~

Enclosure 
a/s 

Copy furnished:· 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 

Distribution: 
Xerox cy w/Att - Ea Addee 
OSD Files w/Att (Cy#l l). 
R&C w/o Att 
PN Crilbk w/Att Cy#! 
P w/Att {Cy#12) 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 

IN111NA110NAL ncu1.11r ArtA.llS 

6MAY 1976 
In reply refer tc: 

l-'35131/76 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR EUROPEAN & NATO AFFAIRS 
. DEPUTY ASSISTAllT SECRETARY FOR POLICY PLANS & NSC AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: Modification cf SSBN Commitments to NATO (NSDM 328) J,er 

(U) The attachment forwards• perti.nent extracts of Presidential determina­
tions on the subject. 

(U) Reproduction of the attachment is prohibited without the permission of 
this office. A signature record of disclosure (SD Form l94) shall .be main­
tained. In view of the sensitivity of the information, it is further 
requested that dissemination be on a strict need'"to·know basis • 

.Cu) The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff has been .,ssigned primary action. 

Enclosure 

a/s 


Distribution: 
Xerox cy w/Att - Ea Addee 

RC w/o Att· 

PN Cmkb w/Att (Cy#I) w/d 

PD Chron w/o Att 4,_­
XO W/Att (Cy#13l""" · • 

PN Chron w/o Att 

E w/Att .(Cy#I 4) 

P w/Att (Cy#l 2) 

ED w/Att (Cy#IS) 

PD (Dr. Gaffney)w/Att(Cy#l6) 


Prep: COL Ei ler/PEfhr/79349/6Hay76 




• SUBJECT: Modification of SSBN Commitments to NATO (NSDM 328} ~ 

Pertinent extracts of NSDl1 328, dated 4 May· 1!176 (addressed to: The ' Secretary of State; The ·Secretary of Defense; copies to: Chairman, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff; The Oirectpr of Central 1.ntelligence; and signed by
Brent Scowcroft). 

The President has approved the proposal to modify the U.S. commitment of 
fleet ballistic missile warheads to NATO. This modification should provide 
Improved survivability of the forces committed to the General Strike Plan 
(GSP) and allow for some reduction in tactical air.craft requirements for 
targeting against fixed targets in the GSP, thus making such aircraft fully 
available for other theater operations. Specifically, the u.s. will offer 
to: 

-- Provide SACEUR with the military authority for target assignment, 
alerting, and missile release for 230 Poseidon RVs from normally alert 
Poseidon SSBNs and 1.70 Poseidon RVs from normally non-alert Poseidon 
SSBNs, vice· the current arrangement whereby SACEUR ls provided the same 
authority, for 150 Poseidon RVs from alert Poseidon SSBNs. In the case of 
the RVs from normal.ly non-alert SSBNs, it is understood that SACEUR's 
missile alerting and release authority becomes·operative after the SSBNs 
have been directed to generate by proper authorities. It is also under­
stood that the Director of Strategic Target Planning will perform tho 
detailed targeting function for these RVs based on a 1ist of SACEUR­
designated targets in coordination with SACEUR. 

-- Carry the ~00 SACEUR-assigned RVs in NATO-pure missiles aboard any 
number of normany alert or normally non"alert SSBNs, as appropriate, 
whether located in CINCLANT's or USCINCEUR's area of responsibility. 

Any proposal for commitment of additional f\Vs beyond.those specified abo.ve 
shall be submitted to the.President for his approval. 

It is to be understood that these commitments to NATO in no way infringe 
upon the current authority of the President of th~ United States with regard 
to missile rerease either in the NATO context or as a unilateral national 
action. The currently approved nuclear weapons safety rules for the 
Poseidon weapon system will remain in effect for those missiles assigned 
to NATO. The appropriate authorities aboard SSBNs which carry NATO-assigned 
missiles will be provided with the necessary command, control and communi,ca­
tions documentation required for alerting and launch of missiles in accordance 
with NATO authorization procedures. 

The Secretaries of State and Defense, or tf]eir designated· representatives, 
may proceed with any necessary consultation and planning ,in NATO In accordance 
with the above. 

This NSDM supersedes relevant portions of NSDH 132 of September 13, 1971. 
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ASSISTANT SECR!:TARY OF DEfENSE 
\'iMHINGTON, D. C. 10301 

6MAY 1976 
In reply refer to: 
1-35131/76 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE 	 SECRETARY OF THE UAVY 
CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
DI RECTOR OF DEFENSE RESEARCH & ..EllG I NEER I NG 
ASS I STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE .(MANPOWER & RESERVE AFFAIRS) 
ASSfSTANT SECRETAr.Y OF DEFENSE (PROGRAM ANALYSIS t EVALUATION) 
ASSISTAWT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS) 
ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY (ATOMIC ENERGY) 
ASS ISTAtlT TO THE SECRETARY & DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFE~SE 

SUBJECT: Modification of SSBll Commitments to NATO (NSOM 326) ~ 
,. 

(U) The attachment forwards pertinent extracts of Presiden.tial determina­
tions on the subject. 

(U) It is 'requested that any essential reproductions of the attachment be 
controlled by your office and. that signature record(s) of disclosure 
(SD Form 194 or equivalent) be maintained. Jn view of the sensitivity of 
the information, it is further requested that d1sseminat1on be on a. strict 
need-to-know- bas Is. · 

(U) The Chairman~ Joint Chiefs of Staff is assigned primary action. 

"· Enclosure 

a/s 


Copy furnished: 

, ·"-., Deputy Secretary of Defense 


Distribution: 

Xerox cy w/Att - Ea Addee 

_oso Fl Jes w~t (Cy. 

RSC w/o Att · 
PN Cmbk w/Att Cy#],_ -· !t-'-- .,, 
P w/Att (Cy#\2) (~',.........../ 

Prep: COL Eller/PN/hr/73349/611ay76 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. 
WA!itllNGtON, D. C. 20301 

6MAY 197& 

' ' 

In reply refer to: 
IMHUIAllONM. \ICUlnY AffAIH 1-35131/76 

· HEHORANDUM FOR THE 	 DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FDR EUROPEAN & NATO AFFAIRS 
DEPUTY ASS I STAllT SECRETARY FOR POL I CY PLANS & NSC AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: Modification of SSBN Commitments to NATO (NSDH 328) ~ 

(U) The attachment forwards pertinent extracts of Presidential de.termina­
tions on the subject. 

(U) Reproduction of the attachment is prohibited without the permission of 
this office. A signature record of disclosure (SD Form 194) shall be main­
tained, In vie>1 o.f the sensitivity .of ttie information, it is further 
requested that dissemination be on a strict need-to-know basis. 

(U) The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff has been assigned 'primary action •. 

Enclosure 
a/s 

Distribution: 
Xerox cy w/Ai -• Ea.~ddee 
RC w/o Att:. . @ ~ 
PN Cmkb w/Att (Cy#l) w/d 
PD Chron w/o Att 

. XD W/Att (Cy#l 3) 
PN Chron w/o Att 
E W/Att . (Cy#l 4) 
P w/Att (Cy#l 2) 

ED w/Att (Cy#l 5) 

PD (Dr. Gaffney)w/Att(Cy#l6) 


Prep: COL Ei ler/P_o/hr/7.93~.9/6Hay76 

nns z:s 




