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OFFICE Of THE SEC:RHAP.Y OF DEFENSE 
WASH,NGTON, D.C•. l030l l-;'7/,b 

2 3 MAR 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 THE.DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 

NATIONAl SECURITY AFFAIRS · 


SUBJECT: _Modification of SSBN Commitments to NATO 

't'S-). Pursuant to the· app.roval of the President, as conveyed to us in 

Brent Scowcroft's memorandum of January 27, 1976, we have offered to 

commit an additional 250 Poseidon re-entry vehicles to SACEUR's 

General Strike Plan. lhe Joint Chiefs of Staff are proceeding with 

appropriate planning, 


(~) However, it is necessary to convey certain.planning details to 

the NATO Military Committee and to SACEUR in order for their side of 

the planning to proceed. This requires in turn that the provisions 

of NSDM-132 as they relate to re-entry vehicles be revised. It is 

especially important that NATO be informed of the provision that the 

liOO total warheads committed will consist of 230 re-entry vehicles 

from normally alert Poseidon SSBNs and 170 re-entry vehicles from. 

normally non-alert Poseidon SSBNs. Attached is a draft NSDM which 

would authorize us to provide such detail to NATO. 


(U) The Department of State has concurred in the draft NSOH. 

'81 In addition to modifying the commitment of Poseidon re-entry 

vehicles, the Joint Chiefs of Staff have also recommended that the 


•requirement to maintain three SSBNs In the Mediterranean at all 

times be relaxed. We consider that there is great merit in their 

recommendation, In order to reduce vulnerabilities to Soviet inter­


.ference and to utilize more fully the operational and mobile capa­
blllties of the Poseidon weapons system. We are discussing this 

 

matter with the. Department of State, and will bring forward to the 
President .a coordinated position and a proposed scenario for con­
sulting on this matter with our Allies. 

K. Staser Holcomb 
Rear Admiral, USN 
Mi.1 itary Assistant 

···~ 


Enclosure: Draft NSDM-132 

..... -.~·-· .. -·­

OSD. Rey Nn.__ / __ _ 
liilJl:CI Ta 
XECUTIVE ORD 

IN!ERVALS. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

23 MAR 1g75 · 

ltEMORANDUll FOR THE DEPUTY ASS ISTANT TO THE PRES IDENT FOR 
NATIONAL SECURITY AffAIRS 

SUBJECT: 11odification of SSBN Commitments to NATO 
.... 
~ ~Pursuant to the approval. of the President, as conve~ed to us in u.. Brent Scowcroft's memorandum of January 27, 1976, we have offered to 
"'a... commit an additional 250 Poseidon re-entry vehicles to SACEUR's 

~o c General Strike Plan. The Joint Chiefs of Staff are proceeding with 
"" appropriate planning."""'....... .c... 0 


.... '-'"" .. -uc 	 ~ Howe~er, it Is necessary to convey certain planning details to.............,_ 	 the NATO Military Committee and to SACEUR in order for their side of 
the planning to proceed. This requires in turn that the provisions'"'"'­u ""-Cl. .. of NSDM-132 as they relate to re-entry vehicles be revited. It is 

a> "' ... 
u 0.-" especially Important that NATO be informed of the provision that the 
z:" 0" ..u 	 400 total warheads committed will consist of 230 re-entry vehicles 
- .a from normally alert Poseidon SSBNs and 170 re-entry vehicles from~~ 
"' . 0 	 normally non-alert Poseidon SSBNs. Attached is a draft NSOM which ......... c.J 

I ... w0uld authorize us to.provide such detail to llATO. 
"' ..-o Q0.. 
I U (U) The Department of State has concurred in the draft N~Dll.~G.10 

.... "' ­.... .,,. 
o~ "".. -fst In addition to modifying the commitment of Poseidon re-entry 
......."' '-'14 vehicles, the Joint Chiefs of Staff have also recommended that the 
" ... a: .._ GI 	 requirement to maintain three SSBNs In the Mediterranean at a.II .. c"' times be relaxed. We consider that.there is .great merit in their.. zI -"'"" 
Q Cit •• recommendation, in order to reduce vulnerabilities to Soviet inter·.. ... ......... ference and to utilize more fully the operational and mobile capa­..): """" bilities of the.Poseidon weapons system. We are discussing this...... "" 
>-- " ... 11\atter with the Department of State, and will bring forward to the 
c.. .,," "'.. President a coordinated position and a prOposed scenario fur con­... .,, ­>-<­ sult in9 on th Is matter with our Al 1 i es."' ....
• ..... 0 

z:.... "' 0 ... 
=>- ....
•• :ca::.~ M. Staser Holcomb 
O
>­ > Rear Admi ra 1 , USN 

u c .. 	 Military Assistant a. ... .. "' ... ·­>.a 

"' 



, 


-1··
DRAFT NSDH 

KEHORANDUH FOR 	 THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


SUBJECT: Modification of SSBN Commitments to NATO 

~ The ·President has approved the proposal to modify the US commitment 
of fleet ballistic missile warheads to NATO. This modification should 
provide improved survivability of the forces committed to the General 
Strike Plan (GSP) and allow fo'r some reduction in tactical aircraft re­
quirements for targeting against fixed targets in the GSP, thus making 
such aircraft fully available for other theater operations. Specifically, 
the US wi 11 offer to: · 

: ~) Pro~ide 	SACEUR with the military authority for target assigoment, 
·alerting, and missile release for 2.30 Poseidon RVs from normally alert 

Poseidon SSBNs and 170 Poseidon RVs from normally non-alert Poseidon SSBNs, 

vice the current arrangement whereby SACEUR is provided the same authority 

for ISO Poseidon RVs from alert Poseidon SSBNs. In the case of the RVs 

from normally non-alert SSBNs, it is understood that S~CEUR's missile 

alerting and release authority becomes operative after the SSBNs have been 

directed to generate by proper authorities. It is also 4nderstood that 

the Director of Strategic Target Planning will perform the detailed tar· 

geting func:t.lon fer these RVs based on a list of SACEUR·designated targets 

In coordination with SACEUR. 


• ~Carry the 400 SACEUR-assigned RVs in NATO-pure missiles aboard 

any number of normally alert or normally non-alert ·sseNs, as appropriate, 

whether located in CINCLANT's or USCINCEUR's area of responsibi I ity. 


(_U) Any proposal for commitment of additional RVs beyond those spec-ified 
· above shall be submitted to the President for his approva I. 

C~) It ,is to be understood. that these commitments to NATO in no w~Y infringe­
upon the current authority of the President of the United States with regard 
to missile release either in the NATO context or as a unilateral national 
action. The currently ·approved nuclear weapons safety rules for the Poseidon 
weapon system will remain in effect for those missiles assigned to NATO. _The 
appropriate authorities aboard SSBl/s which carry NATO-assigned rnissi les w: II 
be provided with the necessary command, control and communications ~ocumen­
tation required for alerting and launch of missiles in accordance with NATO 
author! zat ion procedures. 

tECllTlVE ORDER • Ol/J.T '''"'·":W:ZD con _ _g___ OF -1!..- .. COPIES. 
r N'.i:ERVALS. DECLASSil!'IED Oll.:.U_.P~~- ­

·---~--·-.•-:-·------.-~ffif-sretITT­
"""""'""""""-------'--·-- .---··-··---------------~€'.:,_~~--·_,,_ 




..:··,.~...~~sst;.hb'ii.~m~~~~~f.~i.:i.L~~~~~i.~~~ 
•..,. . . . 

2 

--Eet The Secretaries of State and Defense, or their desi.gna~ed representatives, 
may proceed with any necessary consu 1 tat ion and p 1 ann i.ng in NATO in accord­
ance with the above. 

(U} This NSDH supersedes relevant portions of NSDH-132 of 13 September 1971. 
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OfFICE Of THE AsSJSfANf SECREfAR'I' OF DEIENSE 
WA!HINGION. D. C. 20JOI 

INIUNATIOICAL llCVll" -'"Alli 	 In reply refer to: 
1-38,5086176 

'· 
KEHORANDUH FOR REAR ADMIRAL HOLCOMB 

SUBJECT: Poseidon Commitments to NATO 

The attached memorandum for your signature to the NSC proposes a 
draft NSDH covering details of the Poseidon RV commitment to NATO •

This NSDM is necessary if the planning in NATO is to proceed • 
JSTPS has been ab 1 e to do Its pa rt on the basis of the br.oad 

authorization which permitted us to announce the commitment of

the 250 RVs at the NPG ·meeting in Hamburg. But the NATO Mili ­
tary Committee and SHAPE need this additional detail if they are 
to proceed on their side. The JCS are anxious to wrap this up.

The draft NSDM has been discussed and refined with the NSC Staff 
and with the Joint Staff. Reaffirmation of State Department con­
currence has been received. 

Recommend signature of the attached memorandum.

C.
James Pfautz 
Colonel, USAF 
Executive Officer 

Enclosure: 
Kemo for NSA w/atchmnt

;-;..... . -~B~~'}. 
Upon r""t;ci·:al .....~. ...··'·'·"·-·..!.-.·-.·.:.: ~...-.~-"-~- ~_; ~¥ .... 

tl!1s doou:oant beooo:o~~W'~,...i' 
_____SfC.RU_______;~:::9'~ 

•;·- ::·~ ···~~·:·.";:·········- .. 
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'-mP'*'SEGREt.o~. 
OASD/l~ INTRAOFFICE CONTROL SHEET (DATE 

16 March 1976 
coi N0·..3.5-'1 !'r..,{7). 

- 35,Bo8S17 
5UBJt:CT: CURRENT SUSPliN.SE DATE: 

Modification of SSBN Co1m1ltrnents to NATO ASAP 

SUMMARY (Dtnicrlbe brielly tlle requirement. background and al·tion recommended): 

Recommend s I gnatur<! of the attached memorandum for Rear Admiral Holcomb. 

l r. MA;; i~l~ 
::::~:::::..s O~ P~!~!~ 
:;C!GJ~~t~ iJSt~i!? 

""$ ,;, • ,. ., ll/11~'1},,,.. 
IHTeRHA\.. C00R01tlATIOt4 lllllTl ... I.. OATE •EO lHTERHAl COORCIHATIOH INITIAi.: OATE

NO NO 
ASSISTANT SECRET..RY s 2 DASD-PIPL &HSC 4FF p l ,, •JI\: . ':f 1.; 

.. EXECUTIVE OFFICER XO I OlR. P/PLflNSC AFF PD 1... .r IV""' 

4 RECORO'S A CONTROL RC OEP DIR• NSC AFF PH 

PRINCIPAL A.5SISl'ANT SA DIR, Y.8FR TF PF 

OJR, L.A•OF SEAT,: LS 
OEP FOR llCATO TO DASD -INT'\. ECOH & PWINIA •FF • 
SPEC ASST FOR CONG REL. •• DIRECTOR, ,.. BD 

PR1... cu:i.4• "'•sn D CIR, ST& 0 IT 

MILITAR't' ASST DM PRINCl~AL ADV !PW/Ml.Al PW 

SPEC ASST TO PDASO DT DASO FOR SA 
DIR, S.C. PL.ANS & POLI CV " DIRo f'MR AFFAIRS IF MD 

ASST FOR ADMINISTRATION AO PL.ANS a PROGRAMS OIV ... 
DASD POR EA & PAC AFF • ·POLICV DIV MH 

DIR, EA&P,t,c REG •• DEF SCTY ASST AGCY 

DA.SD EUR & NATO AFF E Cl RECTOR T 

x OIR, EUR&.NATO AFF Ee .( 6V'V .,11111 OEP DIR TD 

DIR, l~A REGION ,. SPEC ASST 
,. 

01\SD HE, AF&SA AFF H COMPTROLL.ER TC 

CIR, NE&.!A REG HE DIR FOR ~AL.ES NEG TS 

DIR. AFRICAN REG H• 
COOROIMATIOH OUTSIDE tSA. (CanUnue an rev~n:e) 

ACTIVITY' 
NAME ANO TlTl.E lNITt·AL. O"TE 
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~x ATSD (AE) \11'.i\\\i. ··I) \\\\',•!\',\ i 'fitf).'J?,![/lJJp/f/>V/1£) ~1%/d.
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NAi.1£, OIRECTollA1'E, £XTE.NSIQN 0 AND CIGliATURE OF OfH:r•l•rl""C OFFICIAi...: urn.. i.i.l\.~01~..:.J:;J ·=; ••• ,.jARE DET~HED ti----
--

5£CURt,.• 1C ... ,.PRE~IOU:!I EDITIONS OF ,..11:; FOR'"" ARE oosoi...C:.TE· .'so FDR" 161 --~ 
Dr. H. H. Gaffney, DepDir PD-NP, x76671 f -~ 
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·?>ili!Mi~~r~I~'!'q~;~~f'.'!.f~~fEliS?' . ­
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.1 




