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REQS: (U) 

SQURCES: (U) 

SUMMA~Y: .fc2/1NF) .YISITI:NG U.S. CONGRESSMEN im:r,1vr-:r? :AN 
EXTREMELY: .BLUNT MESSAGE TO EMC CHIEF 'cor! I:Q.~q·;, AND ms 
DEPUTY COL RUBIO REGARDING TiiE CONNECTION BETWKEN l'l.S'. 
SECURITY. ASSISTANCE AND TUE JESUII CllSE: ~fr~SRM:g :­
RECEIVED. RESPONSE - SA'l'Hi: OLD STUFF. 

TE}iT: 1. (2"/NF). CODEL DREIER, A VIS.l'f!NG DE!,J:;Gti:.t"J~JN ·(fF 
THREE CONSERVATIVE u. s. CONGRESSMEN, WAS Imc1n Vr·:IJ' "y 
CHIEF OF THE JOINT G.E:NERAT, STAFF (JE~fC) COl, H1<:r-.i1.; · 
( ~)') AND. HIS DEPUTY COL GILBERTO (RUB In)) AT 'fllE 
JOINT STAFF (EMC) ON 900808. TUE THREE VlSlTING !LS. 
DIGNITARIES lNITlA,TED THE DISCUSSION .BY EXPT.ATNJNG' ·j~HAJ 
THEY ARE LONG-TIME, STAUNCH SUPPORTERS OF U. s·. l'if:CtlkITY 
ASSISTANCE TO EL SALVADOR -- A FACT AT,READY KNOWN TO 
PONCE AND RUBIO. HOY/EVER, AS THEY POINTED OUT, THEY ARE 
BELEAGUERED SUPPORTERS WHO ARE "HIGHLY EHBAlmASSf.D AND 
COMPLETELY FRUSTRATED" BY THE LACK OF PROGRESS JN THE 
.JEQ.uiJ:' 'CASE. TlIEY TOUCHED ON SEVERAL INTERREI.AT.lrn 
DISCTJSSION TOPICS FOR i THE TWO SENIOR J2M&.A'!lQ8A.~ on· r<.:ERS 
TO CONSIDER. FIRST, THEY SEE A LACK OF RESOTNE BY THf. 
SENibR l!:SAF ~ADERSH~P (P..9~CE AND RUBIO) TO SUPJ'ORlr THF. 
EFFORT. OF 4TK CRIMINAr, COURT JUDGE MAURIC ro 
((GuTIBRR,EZ)) 'OR SUPREME COURT CHIEF JUSTJCf. HICkRHO 
('ZAMORA)). NOR IS THE GOES ASStSTING JN THE 
PROSECUTION EFFPRT. SECOND' IN LIGHT DF Till~ EXTHErm 
TIMELINESS OF THE.IR VISIT, THE VISITING J,AWMAKKRS WAN:nm 
TO KNOW THE CONSEQUENCES THAT REDUCED/GONJHTIONEfl Arp 
WOULD HAVE .ON THE ESAF. FINALLY, THE THRl~E CONClRl!l;'~M1':N 
W~TED TO EMPHASIZE TIIAT, CONTRARY TO PREVIOUS ,, 
HIGH-PROFILE HOMAN RTGHTS GASES, THE J.~$.Y.J.I G1\SJ,; WAS NOT 
GOING AWAY AND wour.n ONT,Y DEEPEN IN IMPACT AS THIE 
DRAGGED ON WITHOtrr PROGRESS. 

2. 401NF) COL PONCE; RESPONDED TO THRSf~ l.H SC!i~;s rnN 
POJ;NTS :at ADDRESSING TiiE I.AST ISSUE FIRST. Ill~, TIU: ESJ\F 
SENIOR LEADERSHIP' AND nm >GOES ARE 1'Xl'RV.m:1,'i Sl::~rnrnzrm 
TO THE J;MPOR'.TANCE OF THE J.KSUI'.( CASE IN WASH rNGTON. ANn 

· HAVE t-JO .EXPECTATION THAT IRAQ (r'OR .TNSTANCf.) 1)R /\NY 
OTHER SIGNltICANT NEWS E\TgNT WOULD CAUSE THE JE~JU.'I: CASI~ 
TO DIMINiSH .IN INTEREST.. PONC~ THEN DlGRESSIZ!l HY f\J\YJNf; 
HE RECOGNIZE$ TiiE INTERNATIONAL POWER AND THPi\CT nv THI~ 
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ROMAN CATifOLIC CilURCH IN TIIIS ISSUE. FROM JIJS i'()fl\fl' OF 
VIEW, FMLN SOLIDARITY GROUPS ARE CONTTNUJ.NG TO l1GITATF. 
ON THE JESUIT CASE W1TJI TIU: GOAL OF ELIMINATING, 
REDUCING, OR CONDITIONING U.S. SECURITY ASSlSTANC:!L D
I Withheld from public release by 
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1~ ~AT THIS POINT IT WAS ALREADY CLEAR TJJAT Cl)], 
PONCE WAS GOING TO ANSWER 11l:E STRONGLY WORDRll 
F.RUSTRATlONS OF THREE STAUNCH CONGRESSIDNAT, SUPPO.R'I'l!RS 

)'. 
WITH A POLEMIC.) THE FIELD OF BA'ITLE ACCORDING TO· .PONCR 
HAS SHIFTED TO WASHINGTON, AND EL SA!iYADQR I,.M:K$ Tiff: 
MEANS TO FIGHT IN WASHINGTON. IT IS A WAR OF 
PERCEPTIONS AND SPECUT.ATION. THE tfil&PER OF THE . 
JESUITS TOOK PLACE UNDER A VERY SPECIAL Siff OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH THE CAPITAL CITY WAS !INDRH 
INTENSE FMLN OFFENSIVE PRESSURE ON THREE' srnr:s. 'SA\~ 
MIGUEL, USULUTAN, AND ZACATECOLUCA WERE ·uNDEH lNH·:Nsr; 
PRESSURE ALSO. THE HIGH COMM.AND WAS "PROFOUNfll'i"i 
CONCERNED THAT THE CAPITAL WOULD BE LOST. ON 89tl15 AT 
1800 A (WELL-KNOWN) MEETING WAS HELD AT Tm: 1:t1c W!fERE 
THE POSITION WAS DEVELOPED THAT MUCH STRONGF.R Ml J.TTARY 
ACTION WOULD BE NEEDED TO DISLODGE FMLN .PORGES FROM SAN 
SALVADOR NEIGHBORHOODS. HEAVY WEAPONS wour.n Lil-~ REQUIRr:I) 
TO POUND THE GUERRU,Lt\S IN PRESUMABLY DESlrnTrn [~i\RR ros. 
SUBJ: 90/PART 33 IN .J:f.:J;HJ.J,J. SI<:Rrn~ - BLUNT 
THE ES.AF LEADERSHIP SAW 10 YEARS OF SWEAT ANP BWOn 
ABOUT TO BE DESTROYED AND RESOLVED TO SAVr: A NllTLON L\Nll 
GOVERNMENT THEY FELT TO .BE IN EXTREMIS. D 
I !--ALTHOUGH NOT SPECIFICALLY STATED Tl!rn THfF., 
PONCE WAS APPARENTLY IMPf.YlNG THAT GIVEN TH.!': crns1s AT 
THAT MOMENT, NO ON& lN THE HIGH COMMAND WAS TlUNKING 
ABOUT JESUITS.) AT THIS POINT COL PONCE FINAJ.,I,Y 
ADDRESSED THE ACT ITSEI.F SAYING HE AND THE Ni\TION WERE 
SHAMED BY THE "DAMNABLE ACT11 
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• HAVING THUS FINALT..Y BOWED 
TO PROPRIETY COL PONCE THEN SAID THE CASE WM IN Till~ 
HANDS OF THE JUDG~iW'HATEVER THE JUDGE SAYS m; Nlrnns 
FRO?i US IN' THE CA.S.E, WE ARE COMMI'ITED TO G l VE. 11 WH Il'~E 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF TIIE E:SAF MIGJIT NOT DE SO l> ISPOSRD 
TO COOPERATE IN THE CASE, THE ESAF AS AN lNSTIT!JTJON 
RECOGNIZES THE DANGER THAT THE JESUIT CASE Rf:PRHSr:NTS 
FOR THE COUNTRY. HOWEVER, CURRENT SAJ;iVAP..QB.A~ LAW MUST 
BE APPLIED IN PROSECUTING THE CASE. TftERr: HM rmr·:N A 
COMPLETE CHANGE IN ATI'ITUD&S RF.GARDING HUMAN RlGHTS ANfl 
ADHERANCE TO SAIJL[\DORAN CONSTITUTIONAI, J,ti,w wTTH IN Tm: 
ESAF AFTER 10 YEARS OF U.S. SUPPORT AND lNJ•'J.UJ::N<:Y.. AND 
IF THERE IS A U.S. PERCEPTION OF FOOT DRAGGING JN THE 
CASE IT IS THE FAULT OF Tim JUST!C.E SYSTEM. -- somnH.TNG 
BEYOND THE REACH OF THR ESAF. . IT WOULD Df. T< ITA I .J .Y 
INAPPROPRIATE FOR THE ESAE' TO PRESSURr: /\N INIJEPENm:NT 
ORGAN OF THE NATIONAI. GOVERNMENT. ON THE CONTRJ\Tff, THE 
ESAF STOOD PREPARED TO SUPPORT THE JUDGE 1 N W!ihTEVl,:R ~1AY 

POSSIBLE. 
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3. k01'NF) IN ADDRESSING THE IMPACT THA1' A r:i.rr OR 
'coNQ:E:TI,ONING .O.f SE'CURITY A~SIST~NCE WOU:Lll IMVVi ON '.i;'HE 
·ESAF, COL PONCE'. INDICATED 'l1tA'.F' -EVERYONE IN Tim J:~SAF 
SENIQif.tEADERSffIP. ]i:XI>ECTS A CUT; PERCENTAGE OBV!b\~JSJ~Y TO. 
BE DETERMINED. THK PRIMARY .CATEGORIES TO Slll-'FER wmir.n 
BE HEL!CO)?TER. ~AINTENANCE AND MEDICAL SU,PPLH:S - - J3DTI1 
OF WHICH WOQLD· ?RANSLATE 1lm'C:l MQRE BA'tl'LEFlEMl 
DEATiiS. DUE TG MEDEVAG, SHORTFALLS. FUEL AND FrnP> 
RATIONS WOULD ALSO GO UNllERFUNDED. BUT Tl!ElSE ART·: i\l,L 
MATER.IAL CONSIDERATIONS. Till POLITICAL AND ' ' 
:psycliotOGICAL CONSIDERATlONS ARE EVEN .MOR~f 
TRANSCENDENTAL: IN COL fONCK' s VIEW:. IF T!JE \\EASON FOH 
CU'ITiNG AID ro· EL; SALVADQ.~· IS A PQRELV EPONOMIC 
CONSIDERATION 'INTENDED TO SHIFT t:IONtES '1'0 PANAMA, 
NICARAGUA) OR EASTERN EUROPE 1 WELL AND GOOD. IV, ON THR 
OTHER :HAND, '!'HE REASON EOR, CUTIING· AID ts ''1'0 PUN [SH 

-:~~~~~DG~~~~~~i~~~~0~oT~J~~~i~G~s;;Rg~~:~:~. 'J;llEN 
u ..·s:~- -SECORrri ASSISTANCE ceNTINUATION rs. t.cT6Ai:.1.v IN. Tmr 
·H~NDS. "°OF THE FMLN. PONG& WRAPPED UP BY lNS.1 S'rTNG THE 
ES.AF. rs A CHANGE!!· INSTITUTION WHICH RESPECTS nut'IAN 
RIGHTS AND HAS :YIELDED TO CIVILIAN Ati'l'JtOR ITY I rNm;R 
EXTRAORDINARY 'cbNDIT!ONS OF NATIONAL TRAVAH.. W!IJU: 
ADMITTING TO PAST, ERRORS AND RECOGNIZING THAT SOMEWHERr: 
IN iim· ES.AF. SOMEONE MAY WEI,L BE VIOLATING A c rr 17.r:N f s 
HUMAN RIGHTS EVEN.' NOW, TUE ·ESAF HIGH COMMAND 18 
DEIHCATED TO STRENGTIIENING THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS - - A 
PROCESS BASED ON HUMAN RIGHTS. ntOSE WHO STEP OUT OF 
LINE WOULD BE ?UNISHED. PONCE THEN PASSED OUT GOPH~S C}F 
A NEW HUMAN RIGHTS SOP WHICH HAD BEEN DISTRIBUTED TO 
ESAF UNITS. I ]
I 
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4. £Q1NF) COL RUBIO THEN ADDRESSED THE SAME ISSIJJ:;s, IN 
MUCH THE SAME PLATITUDINOUS FASHION AS PONCE. m·~ 
INDICATED ntAT AMONG OTJlER THINGS TO SUFFER IN A BUDGET 
CUT WOULD BE ADVISORY SUPPORT TO THE ESAF, IHPLYJNG THAT 
USG INFLUENCE WOULD BE DIMINISHED. HE AI.SO POINTim OUT 
THAT SECURITY ASSISTANCE TO EL SALVADOR IIAS Al.WAYf. 
FALLEN SHORT OF THE 120 MHJLION OSD RECOMm:Nfllm llY U.S. 
SOUTHERN COMMAND. FURTHERMORE, THE ESAF TS f>Nf.Y /\BJ,F. TO 
SUSTAIN COMBAT NOW AND HAS NO RESERVE STOCKS. 
OTHERWI!)E, COL RUBIO WENT NO FURTHF.R lN 81\TI ~HI NG THE 
VISIT~NG GQNGRESSMEN, s cr;r.ARI.Y STATED FRIJSTH/\T ION AND 
CONCERN. 

) ' 
5. 8:ff/,!/WN) THERE FOI,I.OWED A GIVE AND TAKI·~ WlllmE f,f,!,l 
.GTRJ 

VISITING DIGNITARIES TRIED TO CLARIFY TH/\A HEY 
INTENDED Tff INDICATE THAT (SPEAKING AS STAUNCH R8AF/GOF,S 
SUPPORTERS) THE ESAF WASHJOT FORTitCOMlNG ENOllt;}I IN THIS 
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DAMAGING AND EMBARASSING ',!ll;St.iIT C4SE : ' ccn; ~lJ~I ()' ' 
I~SlSTED AGAIN THAT THE CASE :IS OUT Ol<' ES/ff HA.Nils;, Ti1A'r 
IT IS ~A MATTER FOR THE 4TH CR!EMINAL GOURT. THR ESAI<" 
HAS NO. 

~ ,-, 

:POWER 
• : ' ' ' 

IN ·THE 
" 

CASE 
'' 

-- EVEN 
• ' ' 

LESS 
' • • 

SO 
'II - i 

SINCI~ 
•• -., .: 

T1' 
;• 

·S 
" 

.AN 
INDEPENDENT JUDICi-At.MA1.l'EIL COL .I'..QN.cJ ADDEJi. THAi' . 
ALTHOUGH rN MOST COUNTRIES MILITARY. ·POWE:R ANH TNVT,t/ENCI': 
INCR~ASE IN TIME OF ·WAR, TN EL SALVAODR' THE REV~~RSR !IAS 
BEEN ·TRUE. ES:AF INFLUENCE HA:S ACTUALLY lHMTN1SIUm srnc;g 
19:z.9. ·.~; iuID· THE Po.snrv& INFLUENCE OF {J..s. ~F:ct Hffl'Y 
ASS.I STANCE IS TO CREDIT. 

P;t\.GE:00.~2 
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C::OMMEN',tS: 1. ke:/'NF) THIS Wl\.f. I\ 
ytpt(;AL .EXCJ!ANG,E ,REGARDING THJS IMPORTANT GAS!L PnN!!.5 
AND.RUBIO·HAD THK OPPORTUNITY TO CONVJ.NCE THREE 
DISAPPOINTED SUPPORTERS THAT THE ESAF WAS INTENT ON 
coMING .cI.EAN IN nm JESUIT: CASE'. WHAT 'urE v.1 srTrNrJ· 
CONGRESSMEN GOT"WAS A SOMEWHAT DISSEMBI.'.J:NG. GRl\T!l]TUUS, 

· PO;LEMICAL,. DIS.INGENUOUS.-1'.UTORIAL· ~- HU'i' 'ALL AMONG 
"FRIENDS~1 • PONCE AND RUE I ff ·nrSSEMBLEit WREN THEY 
INSISTED THAT TIIE ESAF HAS NO POWER OR INi'f,tJF:NCE C>V'FS fill\ 
THE FIELD OF BATTLE. (ASK A DEPARTMENTAL GOV~:RNOR Anmrr 
THAT· STATEMENT •.. OR A LOCAL JUDGE ABoU"f' MU.lTARY 
lNTERFE~ENCE.) PONGE 1 S CON'qNUOUS STRESSING OP THE 
IMP()RTANCE OF RUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS AND HIS DISl}HBUTION 
QF :A,c..LIP;.SERVICE DOCU~!ENT TO THE CONGR~SSMEN WAS 
PARTJCULA:RI.Y GRATUITOUS INASMUCH AS HF: AVOIDED 
DISCUSSING TiIE PREEMINENT llUMAN RIGHTS GASE IN l'OINT. 

I 
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2. k87NF) COL .P.Q.tl.Qi Is LEAD-OFF' COMMENTS 
REGARDING TH

I I
E CATHOLIC CHURCH, FMLN SUPPORT GROllf'S AND 

THEIR -OBVIOUS SUCCESS IN WASHINGTON (BT.All, Bl.MT. BI,AH) 
TO BE A PARTICULARLY INSUI.TING AND INAPPROPRJt1Th: POI.EHlG 

·GIVEN U!S ,supp'oRfIVE 
ro 

AND 11coNsERVATIVr:11 AUUil~NCE. co1, 
PONCE RE.FERREri THE BRUTAL MURDER o.F s 1 x UNARtnm 
PRitS':I:S"AND TWO WOMEN ONLY ONCE -- AND rrmill\1'8 
'BEGRllD$INGLY SO. , EINAJJ,y, THESE TWO SEN !OR S/\1._\!Al~.Ql~N
LEADERS· RESPONDED TO THE CONGRESSMEN 1 S CANU In, ll l J\f·:CT, 
ALMOST IMPLORING QUERIES wrrn THE KIND OF OBTl•SE, 
ifrSINGENUOUSNESS. ONE RESl:.:RVES :FOR POL1TrCAl, l~NE~JlF.8 TN A 
DEBATE, :.._ NOT FOR FRIENOS IN AN INTIMATE, FR/INK 
DISCUSSION.· THE CONGRESSMEN' s MESSAGE WAf. CJ,!~/il\ AS A 
BE~L; 'THEY J)ES~~VED A HOJm FORTHCOM TNG RF.SPONSJ·:. 

!f.I.PSP: (U) I I;/. 

/ /CQMS_OBJ: (U) 43'!//. 

ADM!N · 
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