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\ \THE HIGH COMMAND MEETING ON 891115 
ANb;8fFJ(RMJ;:P. WITHOUT HESITATION, THATTHE JESUITS WERE 
NOT OJ$Qp,~SED.I - . !RESPONDING TO SEVERAL AMERICANS 
WHo:su'SGESfED THAT THE SALVADORAN MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT 
USE lmS:GONSlDERABLE INFLUENCE TO FACILITATE THE , 
INVf;$Jf1GAtldN QF THE JESUIT MURDERS TO INCLUDE 

F~"Pl,,Y Dl;:Nll;:.D ANY HIGH COMMAND COLLUSION IN THE JESUIT 
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FEE{bl~~Gl,ND-TEMPO OF THE MEETING WAS NOT CONDUCIVE TO 

PlJ\~N~l,~~lTJ~f~·t,>.SSASSINATIONS WHICH OCCURRED THE ,NEXT 


~~~JI~:§ AFTER COL JUAN ORLANDO ((ZEPEDA)), Vl~~~~~,;~~R 

Q~ J!ii;!i.t;t::JS~;fASKED COL DIONISIO ((MACHUCA)), NATIONAL 

ROLtCE,IDIRECTOR, TO CONDUCT A SPECIAL PRAYER TO GUIDE 

1'S.S·;~i'i3f; ,(3'@~MAND IN ITS DIRECTION OF THE WAR. MACHUCA 

WAS~Sli?i::rE0:TED BECAUSE OF HIS WELL KNOWN EVANGELICAL 

~f\:ci{@'.8~uN~. I !ASKED HOW ANY TE COUDHEEIBME THAT 

T~e·H1<;~.:GOMMAND WOULD ORDER THE ASSASSINATION OF 

PRIESTS' )};NtfTHEN PRAY TO BLESS THE ACT. 

~,. ~fttdAVING SAID THAT,! !DISCUSSED COL 

.Gl;J,l~_i;~~fyl.. 
~ALFREDO ((BEN,VIDES))j THE OFFICER ACCUSED OF 

QR!;>~RING.THE EXECUTION. EXPLAINED THAT HE WAS 

!9T;f,.1,pr Of>80SED TO THE MURDERS, BUT HE THOUGHT HE COULD 

Gl;,J,E,$:§i~$ 1J)Q WHAT MOTIVATED BENAVIDES TO ORDER THE 

rvHJRbERS. ·.i\cqoRDING TOI IBENAVIDES WAS VERY UPSET 

WITH THE JESUITS ATTHE UN'JVERSITY OF.CENTRAL AMERICA 
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\ 
(UCA) BECAUSE THEY ALLOWED GUERRILLAS TO SHOOT AT I25Xl, E.0.13526 
COLONIA ARCE, THE ESAF OFFICER HOUSING AREA LOCATED 
ACROSS THE ROAD FROM UCA. TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE, 
BENAVIDEZ, BELIEVING THAT HIS 13 YEAR OLD SON HAD GONE 
INTO A CATATONIC SHOCK, PROSABL Y BECAME EMOTIONALLY 
PREOCCUPIED DUE TO THE STRESS HE SUFFERED DURING THIS 
PERIOD. £ >. a.r 
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COMMENTS: UZ/NF) Y HIS REMARKS, 
I ~ IAPPARENTL y NO LONGER QUESTIONS BENAVIDES' GUilT 
IN THE JESUIT MURDERS. THIS POSITION IS AN INTERESTING 
DEVELOPMENT SINCE THE ESAF HAS "SACK PJ:DALLED" 
BENAVIDES' INVOLVEMENT IN THE PAST. ONE SMALL FLAW IN 
I !"MOTIVATION" SPECULATION IS THAT BENAVIDES' 
SON'S HEAL TH HAD SERldUSL Y DETERIORATED PRIOR TO THE 
OFFENSIVE HOWEVER, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT IT WORSENED JN 
8911. YOUNG BENAVIDES HAS RECOVERED AND HIS AILMENT WAS 
DETERMINED TO HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY A VIRUS. 
//IPSP: (U)LI___Jl·oE;;:----------------~
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