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SUMMARY: (EANF)| [EXPRESSED SUPPORT
FOR THE NEW MOD, THE DIALOGUE, AND RECENT INTERNAL
MACHINATIONS. STRONG ESAF FEELINGS THAT THE FMLN IS NOT
NEGOTIATING IN GOOD FAITH, IS FRAUGHT WITH INTERNAL

. DISSENT AND NOT CAPABLE OF SUSTAINED OFFENSIVE OPS.

TEXT: 1. (€/NF) DURING RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH[ ]

[ )ESAF FIELD GRADE AND JUNIOR OFFICERS,[_|FOUND
WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR NEW MINISTER OF DEFENSE (MOD) COL
RENE ((PONCE)). THE OVERALL ATTITUDE IS ONE OF OPTIMISM :
THAT PONCE WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE NEEDED CHANGES AND LEAD
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THEESAF; AS AN INSTITUTION, INTO A NEW ERA,

HOWEV’ER“SOME EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT TDO MANY. CHANGES IN
HE NEAR RUTURE MAY BE HARMFUL. {:](:OMMENT--THEm

—GOES/ESAF CONCESSIONS MUST BE MADE FOR A NEGOTIATED
SETTLEMENT, BUT FMLN ENCLAVES OR TERRITORIAL CONTROL ARE,
NOT ACCEPTABLE CONDITIONS.

—A REDUCTION IN THE OVERALL SIZE OF THE ESAF WAS A
REALITY IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. [ JCOMMENT--THIS .
SENTIMENT WAS NOT EXPRESSED BY ALL OF THE OFFICERS.)

4, (2/NF) ALMOST ALL OF THE OFFICERS BELIEVE THAT THERE
WILL BE A REDUCTION IN U.S. SECURITY ASSISTANCE TO EL
SALVADOR. FEELINGS WERE GUARDED AND MIXED ON HOW THIS
WOULD AFFECT USG/GOES/ESAF RELATIONS. MANY EXPRESSED
THE OPINION THAT USG INTERESTS IN OTHER DEMOCRACIES IN
THE REGION AND THE FOCUS ON THE MIDDLE EAST AND EASTERN
EUROPE ARE DISTRACTIONS FOR USG/GOES POLICY. IN

ADDITION, THERE WAS AN ALMOST UNIVERSAL PERCEPTION THAT
THE U.S. CONGRESS IS DECIDEDLY PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE

LACK OF PROGRESS IN THE JESUIT CASE AND CONTINUES TO
MISTRUST THE ESAF AS AN INSTITUTION.

COMMENTS: 1. (&/NF)[_] COMMENTS. REGARDING ESAF -
REDUCTION, CONCERNS STEM FROM THE BELIEF THAT POLITICAL
POSITIONING AND INFLUENCE WILL DETERMINE THE REDUCTION
IN FORCE. COMPETENCY AND SKILL WILL BE IMPORTANT, BUT
_SECONDARY, CONSIDERATIONS.

2. (€/NF) ESAF COMMENTS ON FUTURE USG/GOES RELATIONS

WERE INTERESTING. [ ] BELIEVES THE ESAF IS QUICKLY

UNDERSTANDING THE REALITIES OF SIGNIFICANT CUTS INUSG | Withheld from public release by
SECURITY ASSISTANCE. THE ESAF WILL BELESS WILLING | Defense Intelligence Agency
AFTER AID CUTS TO RESOLVE PRIORITIES ON THE USG POLICY under statutory authority
: of the Department of Defense,
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THE INSTITUTION AS A WH@LE WAS CHANGING
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