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COUNTRY: (U) EL SALVADOR (ES). 

SUBJ: llR 48 90/ESAF OFFICERS EXPRESS VIEWS ON 

VARIOUS ISSUE~/(I l l)(U) 

WARNING: (U) THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT 

FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. REPORT CLASSIFIED 

CON FI D El'fTIA L/NOFORN. 
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SUMMARY:_(e!NF) EXPRESSED SUPPORT 
FOR THE NEW MOD, THE DIALOGUE, AND RECENT INTERNAL 
MACHINATIONS. STRONG ESAF FEELINGS THAT THE FMLN IS.NOT 
NEGOTIATING IN GOOD FAITH, IS FRAUGHT WITH INTERNAL 
DISSENT.AND NOT CAPABLE OF SUSTAINED OFFENSIVE OPS. 

TEXT: 1. ~INF) DURING RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH! I 
I IESAF FIELD GRADE AND JUNIOR OFFICERS,0FOUND 
WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR NEW MINlSTER OF DEFENSE (MOD) COL 
RENE ((PONCE)). THE OVERALL ATTITUDE IS ONE OF OPTIMISM 
THAT PONCE WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE NEEDED CHANGES AND LEAD 
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1UE:ESAE; AS AN INSTITUTION, INTO A NEW ERA. 

2., ~)!~G~ING THE INTERNAL MACHINATIONS CAUSED BY 

THEIS:~!}~qE;6F GENERAL ORDER 90/08 AND ITS FOLLOW-ON 

~@'~)~:~ff, '~JIE VIEWS WERE OVERWHELMINGLY $.~P.QR}l~E. TO 

A M~N:;:trn~:dFFICERS AGREED CHANGES NEEDED TP rm ~E.· 

IfQ:~~R~iso~ EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT TDO M~wr.~~~GES IN 

'F{.!.~~~~-f.~REMAYBEHARMFUL. 0COMMENT~.:~~Il\. . 

S~A:TEMENTS;MtJST BE VIEWED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE'.:SJZE.0F 
·, ~·· -'l ·-.~··..- ": ..... • .·.J. --·~.t.·.· ~ 1• 

Tij-~~j, 1!1t~~NUMBER OF COMMANDERS THAT WE;~~A~EEdTED BY 

TIIF;·~~~~qRDER, AND THE UNCERTAINTY OF THE.i.?t~,PGlffi.) 

3. ~ID~TIJ~~·WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT AMONGST THE 

OFEI€ERS·rHAT­
--TIIB·RMLN';ts .NOT NEGOTIATING IN GOOD FAITH. 

···rnE::fMt.NISNOT CAPABLE OF THE SAME LEVEL OF SUSTAINED 

oF°FENs1va.0l'iER.AT10Ns As occURRED IN 8911. 


· '.'i ',r-::;'\•:·.::·i·t;.:• ,r•~*:~: ~... ·• 

--GOES/ESAF CONCESSIONS MUST BE MADE FOR A NEGOTIATED 

SEITLEMENT, BUT FMLN ENCLAVES OR TERRITORIAL CONTROL ARE. 

NOT ACCEPTABLE CONDITIONS. 

-A REDUCTION IN THE OVERALL SIZE OF THE ESAF WAS A 

REALITY IN ~HE NEGOTIATIONS. OcoMMENT--THIS . 

SENTIMENT WAS NOT EXPRESSED BY ALL OF THE OFFICERS.) 

4. {¢NF) ALMOST ALL OF THE OFFICERS BELIEVE THAT THERE 

WILL BE A REDUCTION IN U.S. SECURITY ASSISTANCE TO EL 

SALVADOR. FEELINGS WERE GUARDED AND MIXED ON HOW THIS 

WOULD AFFECT USG/GOES/ESAF RELATIONS. MANY EXPRESSED 

THE OPINION THAT USG INTERESTS IN OTHER DEMOCRACIES IN 

THE REGION AND THE FOCUS ON THE MIDDLE EAST AND EASTERN 

EUROPE ARE DISTRACTIONS FOR USG/GOES POLICY. IN 

ADDITION, THERE WAS AN ALMOST UNIVERSAL PER,CEPTION THAT 

THE U.S. CONGRESS IS DECIDEDLY PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE 

LACK OF PROGRESS IN THE JESUIT CASE AND CONTINUES TO 

MISTRUST THE ESAF. AS AN INSTITUTION. 

COMMENTS: 1. ~)I ICOMMENTS. REGARDING ESAF · 

REDUCTION, CONCERNS STEM FROM THE BELIEF THAT POLITICAL 

POSITIONING AND INFLUENCE WILL DETERMINE THE REDUCTION 

IN FORCE. COMPETENCY AND SKILL WILL BE IMPORTANT; BUT 


.SECONDARY, CONSIDERATIONS. 
2: -~F) ESAF COMMENTS ON FUTURE USG/GOES RELATIONS 

WERE INTERESTING. 0 BELIEVES THE ESAF IS QUICKLY 
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UNDERSTANDING THE REALITIES OF SIGNIFICANT CUTS IN USG 
SECURlTY ASSISTANCE. THE ESAF WILL BE LESS WILLING . 
AFTER AID CUTS TO RESOLVE PRIORITIES ON THE USG POLICY 
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.AGENDA~ 

.3fWi2:IJiE,FIELJ? ORAfH~ OFFI(;~RS·SEEMEP ~<?RE 
.c9~~~~P. WJTH. .}:!9W ·1HESE ~G~NT·C!I~~GES ~f~GJEP1;THE.M: · 

.:eERSON:ALLY.ANDc'Mffi\TITMEANT.fOR'THEJR.CAREERS, THE:, ".· 

wm~"§~9}:'.fICg~S'~.oo~p ~T: HQWTBf"GH~~q~s ~f~c'.P.?o T~ 
UNITS DI~Pl'IN (~l'Q.,·BETI.J?~·©.R.:WORs~·c0MMANDER) ANQ'· llQW 

~~~~s~~~+.?1~tX''(WH©LE w~s CHAN~~~-· 
//COMSOBJ: (U) 111//. 
ADMIN · 
PROJ: (U). 
INSTR: (U) ..-I---.I 
PREP: (U)I I 

.ACQ: (U) EL SALVADORI I 
DISSEM: (U)I ., IAMEMBASSYELSALVADOR . 

. WARNING: (U) REPORT CLASSIFIED C 0 NF I D EMT I A U 
NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS,_________. 

DECL: OADR · 
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