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COUNTRY USSR 

DATE OF DATE 24 June 1988 
INFO. 1985 

,---------------- SUBJECT 

USSR GENERAL STAFF ACADEMY LESSON: Strategic Operations 
in an Ocean Theater of Military Operations 

SOURCE Documentary 

Summary: 

The following intelligence report is a translation from Russian of the text 
of a lecture at the Voroshilov General Staff Academy on the subject of strategic 
operations in an ocean theater of military operations. The lecture opens with 
an assessment of US and NATO naval capabilities, with particular attention t o 
ASW forces and means. This is followed by a general definition of a strategic 
operation in an ocean theater of military operations, its objectives, content, 
scale, and duration and a broad outline of the principles of preparing and 
conducting the operation. The paper concludes with a brief enumeration of the 
future directions of development of strategic operations in ocean theaters of 
military operations. 

End of Summary 
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STRATEGIC OPERATIONS IN AN OCEAN THEATER OF MILITARY OPERATIONS 

We shall consider two topics: the content of a strategic operation in an 
ocean theater of military operations, its objectives and the tasks [of the 
forces]; and the principles of the preparation and conduct of a strategic 
operation in an ocean theater of military operations. 

[Several lines illegible.] ••• question of military science naturally [word 
illegible] [the study] of the ocean as an arena of armed conflict [three words 
illegible]. 

In a future war the conflict in ocean theaters of military operations will 
be global in scope and will be an essential part of armed conflict as a whole. 
At the present time the United States and its allies are building up an 
unprecedented naval power in the sphere of the world's oceans. Their sea-based 
strategic nuclear forces now include 736 ballistic missile launchers. SSBNs are 
the main component of their strategic offensive forces. Fifty- five percent of 
the nuclear warheads in their strategic arsenal are concentrated on these 
submarines. In the Americans' view this grouping is capable of hitting 2500, or 
more precisely, 2262 major installations on the territory of our country and 
that of the socialist commonwealth countries. 

The probable enemy's naval power in the oceans and seas also consists of 
carrier groupings, which are the basis of the general-purpose naval forces and 
the reserve of the strategic offensive for·ces. 

The naval forces of the Unit ed States, France, Great Britain , and Spain 
currentlyhave 20 attack and ASW aircraft carl'iers on which approximately 1200 
aircraft are based. Al most one halt' of these aircraft carry nuclear weapons . 
They have 1800 nuclear bombs with a total yield of 700 megatons and are capable 
of hitting up to 900 different targets in ocean and sea theaters of mili t ary 
operations to a depth of [1500 km]. 

Antisubmarine forces and means included in the global ASW system are ·located 
in strategically advantageous areas and are supported by the enemy's expedient 
basing system. In the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea alone, these forces 
and mean$ include more than 350 ASW ships, approximately 150 submarines, 
including 60 SSNs, and more than 400 ASW fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft. 

The enemy's antisubma~ine surveillance system in the seas and oceans is 
based on the stationary underwater sonar reconnaissance and surveillance system 
SOSUS, which is an extensive network of coastal sonars with acoustic antennas 
situated far out at sea [several words illegible]. SOSUS is a passive 
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directional hydrophone system which operates using subsonic frequencies, that 
is, from [a few] up to 400 Hz. This enables the system to detect submarines and 
surface ships and vessels at quite long ranges. With a probability of 0.5, 
SOSUS detects submarines in the Atlantic at a I"ange of about 350 miles on the 
average and in the Pacific Ocean at a range of approximately 650 miles. 

SOSUS covers a very large water area and is capable of ·detecting more than 
60 percent of the submarines located at sea; ~or all practical purpOses, it c~ 
detect almost all of our su es. The American command Is thus [virtually 
- every one of our submarine.s...with a very hi,gh accuracy; the accuracy . 
in determining location varies from 15 to 50 miles. Although this accuracy does 
net permit immediate employment of weapOns against submarines, it does make it 
possible to successfully direct maneuverable ASW forces to the areas where our 
submarines are located. Tbese fo~ces will then carry out (presearch] and set up 
prolonged t~acking of a submarine. S9~terrible enemy of the Navy, 
because if it is fun~ti2~~.~n._t~hreat period and at the onset of war, our 
submarines will (several wor~llegible] of the Americans. And strategic 
missile submarines are a key element [several words illegible]. All information 
concerning SOSUS is considered to be extremely valuable: information on the 
location of the shore posts, on the point where the cable from the shore post 
goes out [word illegible} to sea, on the location of the acoustic antennas, on 
the composition of the shore post (whether there is an autonomous or [two words 
illegible], etc.), the survivability of the shore post, etc. · 

·· In the opinion of' NATo us leaders, ~e course and outcome of military actions 
in the European and Far Eastern theaters~military operations will depend to_a 
significant degree on the stability and continuity of ocean lines of 
communlcalJR»n;tnejf(ro-not contemplafe military operations in the European and 
far Eastern-continental theaters of war without support from [word illegible] of 
the United States in the form of movements of strategic supplies, goods, 
strategic reserves of the a~med forces, etc. Therefore, when hostilities beain · 
the enemy will make great efforts to prevent the interdiction of ocean transport· 
movements and to organize defense of his lines of communication. This task is 
considered by the enemy to be one of the most important in armed conflict at 
sea. Thus, the threat from the direction of the ocean to our state and to our 
allies in the socialist commonwealth has become [two words illegible] very 
great. In coimection with this, by a decision of the CPSU Central Committee 
there has been cr·eated within a shoz' t period of tirne a qualitatively new ocean­
~ing nuclear~i;_~:__!le~t _capa~~~£_~~livedng._a powed'Ul retaliatory­

> reciprocal strike againSt any target and re ared to o ose a ssion on 
marT~natopel'Y'6'fiiiiD!a)OF'op'era ional and strategic tasks. Taking 
advantage OT~bie capa611Ttlresc)f present-day weapons and using large combat­
ready force groupings deployed in advance in the theaters of military 1. 

operations, ~he aggressor will natural!~ attempt to begin a war with a surprlse 
~' because this will give nim many advantages. Under these conditions the 
requirement for the combat readiness of our Armed Forces, including the Navy, is 
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greatly increased. This requirement is met ~ost successfully through continuous 
performance of combat service by the allocated complement of fleet forces and 
through the continuous presence of naval forces in the assigned areas of the ~· 
seas and oceans and theil' t"eadiness for co111bat actions. 

At the present time the enemy's strategic groupings deployed in ocean 

theaters of military operations are countered by the corresponding groupings of 

our Navy (submarines, missile-carrying surface ships, and naval aviation) which 

engage in surveillance and tracking of enemy aircraft carriers and missile 

submarines and are located in advantageous positions for employing weapons, 

ready to immediately deliver strikes for the purpose of weakening the enemy's 

nuclear might. 


In the recen~, when nuclear missile weapons did not. exist, combat 

againstffie enemy s nav:~ was usually conducted by [two words illegible] 
 ""'\.
destruction of gNuplogs of his for·C~$ in the course of naval engagements and )also by conducting ~stematic combat actions in limited areas of the ocean over 
a relatively prolonged pe~iod. 

The current sH.uation in the ocea11 theaters, howeyer. requires the 
· sirnultaneqys-de(eit'-of a "large-number of stdke gr6upins.t5 of the enemy's naval 

forces ~short periods of time :_~ver· enorli\Ous distances, which makes it 
necessaryto concentrate large forces of our· fleets in the oceans and to enlist 
not only the Navy's forces, put also formations and lar e units of other · 
firancbe§ of the Armed Forces o per orm he tasks. This, of course,] goes 

Deyond ~he scop~ of navaroperations and m2,!<:es it necessary to utilize qUite 
complex forms of st.£_a._~~ic .QP.erations by the armed forces. Lseveral words 
illegible] of a str-ategic oper'atlon iii an ocean theater of military operations. 

A strate ic o ~ation i n an ocean theater of military operations is an 

aggre~ of coord _ryatecl_!!ld i~terc.?!'_~ected (in objective, place and time) 

operatic~ st!}.kes, an~__Eombat ~~VE.!~ of lormations and large units of various 

orancliEiS of the Az·med "Forces (with formations and large units of the Navy 

predominant) , conducted according to a unifi ed concept and plan and under the 

unified direction of the Supreme High Command ~ the immediate command of the 

commander-fFchiefO'r.-the armedfor·(~'Llli,e ocean t6eater of mi 1i Eary · 

oErat:ion;l!. Strategic operations can be conducted in the Atlantic or Pacific 

theaters of milite;u•y OJ.l8t'at1ons. 'Ihe:r are divided by time into initial and 

subsequent oper:at:tons, H tl'le_Q!~g,in~!.!I1LQ..f a war a strategic opeFaETOrican be 

ccinduuted ·wnh or· withoutthe" ertployr.lent. of nuclear weapons. 


1'he objectivei3 of a .stt•ategic operation in an ocean theater of military 

opera-tions ret'in!t f r-ol!l the overall objectives of the war- and the tasks of the 

armed t'or.ces wb :~ t~h are 1:let e.rmined by the state ' s political leader-s . The content 

of the objectives of the operation are affected by the condition of the armed 

forces of the sides: the correlat ion of forces, the strength and capabilities of 
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the strike groupings of the enemy and of friendly forces, and the military and 
geographic conditions of the theater. In the initial strate ic b eration in an 
ocean theater of military operations the ob ectives can be to thwart or blunt 
enemy strikes from ocean axes, defeat the main groupings of naval forces, weaken 
the militar~· aM economtc capahlJJ.ttes of the enemy coalition, and cause coastal 
and island states to withdraw from the war. In subsequent operations the · · 
objectives can be different: completing the defeat of groupings of enemy naval 
forces in the ocean theater of military operations, interdicting the enemy's 
transport movements over oceans between theaters, seizing distant islands, 

iitralt zones, and the coastal territory [word illegipJe]. 

The content of a strategic operation in an ocean theater of military 
operations is deterniined by the O(l€:tat1on ·1 s characteristic features, objective, 
tasks, the cowpos:ition of (word illegibl.e] , as well as by [line illegible]. The 
charactetistic featu~es of a strategic operation in an ocean theater of military 
oPeraUonsa-r:e:----~ ··- -·----------··· -----,. 

1• 1'he need [to conduct it) ~t._~e very beginning of a war, among the first 
oper~tions ot' the armed for·ces, i<l order to defeat the enemy's main nuclear 
groupings which present a threat to the country and to groupings of our armed 
forces .frow oceat~ and sea axes bef'ot·e, ot• in the worst case when these groupings 
begin to employ nuclear· weapons. 

2~ The massed utilization of forces ove:r enormous expanses of water, which 
determines t.'he":tnter;eont;Trif"~ntalspaE:.ial scope of the operation. 

3. · n1~ acale a11d c:olliplr.:xity of ccmln;..;.rid ana control of a large number of 

groupings loca"Eed a.t substantial distances from their basing areas, and the 

complexity of command and control under conditions of intensive employment by 

the enemy of weapons and electronic wa rfare means. 


4. 1'he l.ar-ge volume of._ op.;:t"atio.!!_~ re~, and special suppo~ith the 

enlistment of ·1ai:ge-I'or·ces, including space reconnaissance systems, global [two 

words illegible], etc. 


The scale of a. ~~~rategJ, c opet~at; ion w-ill be determined by its objectives, the 
area of oper·atiom> of tJ1e strike gr•crupings of the enemy and of our forces, the 
lo.cation of installations on enemy territory, the capabilities of our forces, 
and the C(mdtt.lons of t.!'ioS t-heater of !!!ilitary oper·ations •.__.9.!l__~h~Lb~~.!_$ of._all 
these factor-s. it can u-:: t:sllmal:.ed t.hect. the ..sc._:are·-oran-Initial strategic · 
~~ti<?it..tn ~-t::~.9.9.."?~.~!:~~:..t.f::r· __of ~!:!.!:_!;.~_rY..<?E.~_rations will reach 3000 km in depth
ana2!;.i0'(1:.3l;ut'J klt< or- mot·e in breact"En 1 Hl £Fi some 9f the tasks of an initial 
operation carried oUt to the ~UJ::~- depth of the _oce<;in theater •. 

The duration of a strategic . operation will depend on the objective, the 

content of the tasks being carried out, the perioas of time during which the 
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tasks are carried out, and the weapons employed. In a war inwhich nuclear 
weapons are employed the defeat of tbe enemy's main strike groupings can be 
achieved within three to five days, which would make the duration of the 
strategic operation t.nree to ff.11e days. · 

The destruction of surviving enemy [naval forces] will be determined by the 
specific circumstances of the situation <@d by the condition of the forces ·of 
our fleet after an exchange of initial nuclear strikes. In military operation·~. .· 
in which c_onven~lc:mal weapons [alone] are employed, the duration of ~n.~ . 
~l"'a-t_e.:gJ~~- ..<:>~~t-~Q~ in an ocean theater of military operation.~ can be 35 to 45 
diyS:or more-- 12 to 15 days for defeating the first echelon of the enemy's . 
strike groupings, and 20 to 30 days for defeating the second echelon. 

A str·ategic formation called a :·•grouping of armed forces in an ocean theater 
of military operatiousn is created to conduct a strategic operation in an ocean 
theater of wilitar>y opet'at.iuns. Thi~i grouping of armed forces includes the 
forces of on~t.,~~ral _fl_~~~' l:ar:~units of an ooerational air army of the 
Supreme High Colllllland, coas~l formation~ fu~units) of aH Q,;fffse forces, 
and la~ units of il"bOrnetro---:-: !~dition, [partf'o~v ftiJ Jl!'6TeJ can 
be operationally operativr!OJ [wot4f ~-gible] to the commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces in ~he ocean theater of military operations, [and] a front or arml 
or, in an extrem~ case, army corps E,Eerating on a coastal axis as well as larg_e 
units of military~osP.2_~viatl_9n and la!g_e units ot' a strategic air army of 
the Supreme High Coillllland can 6e operationally included. · -

At the beginning of a nuclear wa.r ana in the course of the war large units <...~_-.:.... \ 
of Str~tefli<L.~~s:.U:9.r..g~:!J.!l~J can deliv·er . str·lkes against enemy targets in 
an ocean theater oi' iilllital:'Y operations accot-ding to the plan oe a strategic 
operation of nucle<!r fO!:'Ces~ Such st:dkes can be carried out in support of 
[word illegible} the coif!mander--in-chier of the armed forces in an ocean theater 

?­of military opers.tions. 

In genel'al a .!>trat.egic ope~·ation in an ocean theater of military operations 
Will include initf.al and StJbsequent ')pe!'ations of a fleet or fleets, initial and 
subsequent Ol)eral;iol'ls ot a coastal front (coastal army), an air operation, an 
air defense oper-ation, amp:tliblous land-ing, airborne landing, or amphibious and 
air assault landing opet•ations in which operational-strategic assault forces are 
landed, antiJ.anding operations, and, i11 addition, strikes by the nuclear forces 
of trJe country w!.ti'!i.i". ':.i1~_'?.~~~':!:.~__'?_(~~P.~~~-tion or ~t.rategic nuclear forces 
against enemy navart:aii~e t.3 In an oeean theate1• of military opecations. 
-----~------. -~ . ------- ... · · ·----·--·· -·--· ~- :.. ----------------

A stt•ai;eglc oper·atiu(J in an ocean theater of military opel'at.ions will not be 
the simple s~ of all these operations. These operations will be united b~ a 
~.Q.~ii,hich wHl be manifested in tfie interrelation and 

interconcti t.tonaJ.ttofTfii.:r.:asurrs··c;r·e:-er-rarnoperaETons wrtilffie results or 
other operations, in th~~ unity or'"CibJectfve··orrneoeeraiTOns -- the destruction 

..__.......~,...· · --'·'oQ-... ~~~·-·· ....,.......~---·...·~---- • 
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of the main groupings of enemy naval forces, SSBNs and carrier groupings --and 
in the need for all these operatiomLr&..t.r:. 8onducted simultaneously at the 
beginning of a war. 

The ta..'!l'.s of. the f"ornes .tn t.ne opP.r&.t1.oo. are divided into t.he immediate task 
and the subsequent task. The mmediate task of the forces in an o eration will 
be performed by conducting the n a ee o~era on, n al ron oieratlon, 
an air operation, air d~ense operation, amphl lous or amefil61ous and a r . 
~nding operations, and antilanding operatlops and will include: defeat of the 
first echelon of strike groupings of enemy naval forces, missile submarines and 
carrier groupings; defeat of groupings of enemy ASW aircraft in the air and at 
their bases; seizure-of strait zones, individual islands, ~nd coastal sectors;
aereaf:of"·-enelliiti:_o.2Q_ gt:o\iPfngs·on ~.£.~Stal · axes; .. combat With enemy assault 
landing tore~; l:'epu·; .s:i.on of an anG"'Y ai;r attar;k; and gaining supremacy in seas 

'"@ilch ar·~ ad 1acent to QYr_Caast and in 1n9..lirldual areas of the oceans which are 
of operatiQ.OOLJ!!!R9.J'tanc~.-~.2..Lc!.~f 1500 km· · The immediate task of a 
stra~glc opE:I:'atic.m ln an ocean ttleatet' of ndlHary operations will be performed 
to a total depth of [word illegfb1el 1500 k!ll and over a breadth which, depending 
on the theate);', can vary fro1A 20QO to 3000-350() !.<n!, broader in the Pacific Ocean 
and narN~ero in the :\tJ::!ntic Ocean. 'I'he ~ount of ti_me it takes to carry out 
~iiiUI!ediat;;; ta.sk.l..~_j_g_~~<:!..-1~ a~r:;. . ~~e. 

1be subsequent task of a strategic operation in an ocean theater of military 
operations··-n111 !)e ca~d.ed out by conducting subsequent operations of a fleet or 
fleets, sub8eq,uent ope~· ation:S of c'oasr;a1 frg_nt~ (armies), and subsequent air, 
air defense t and antna:;ding ope!'<:tlons, ar•d will consist of completing the 
defeat of' st.!·ike groo..:.pi.;1gs •:::f ent::~C!:'i :la'llal i\:rce.s: • defeating t.he second echelon 
of t he e!H:Jn::r" f::;; :>cdl{8 gr·c·u:jlngs 1 S$BN.s and e:ai':r-ier groupings, defeating 
advancing r·e~er·ves or ·~•~t::my naval {()l'Ces~ d.::feating t :toop groupings on coastal 
axes, ~~ car~·-ying out <~.M l,;;:isk ot-_~!E£~E~in.rt...ti:J~-~my's ocean and sea 
transpot'l:. mo\rm·.s-:-·----nit!'-:rcrosecj'uen ',~ task is performed to a 

1"r0m·me-·rrmr-to-which tr.t:: imme!Eal~e t.ask i.s performed. The 
initial .str·ategic opE:!'a t ! !)\~ Ls thus O!! l.;r,e order of 3000 km. 
it takes to perform the subsequent task is approximately 20 
the total aJiiOLmt of ti;l.l.tLL!.e.(tu.;l.red !;;s:u,?m2J..ru.·ru th~ tasks of a 
is 35"'t045<f&j8:·- --- ­____....... . ....-.... ..-......-·~-

depth of 1500 km 
total depth of an 
The amount of time 

to 30 days, so that ·~ 
~ strategic operation 

. 1'he )nain a.tm of Lhe acl:.ions of tbe for·l:es in an init_i_~l str;:~.t~g_tc_..operation . 
in an oc!;an·cllec'ltet' of' i.Iiili tary opurat:Lons Ls to ctes_tw_ the ®9.Y 's missile 
submar·lnes and tJtt•ikt~ (!c:J.l:·ders in ot·der t.o dim:i.ni:sh the nuclear capabiliUes of 
e'nemy.·-na-~at "};;r.-t!~-.s·-s;--nre:··iita;(lnmm ex cent .an";rto"=prevffireorol'Unt enemy strikes 
on ocean axes, to de:fea \.:. t roops on U.l*'; ,::n~my ~ .'3 coal3t. i and to seize island and 
coastal statH$ of the tmemy l:oa.lition and force them to withdraw from the war. 

".i'he main aim of the actions of the forces in a 
/ operation can be to destroy convoys and c:arg,o ships 

Y~W ~.eCRiH 

TOP SECHfT 

su.Q_s_Eltluent strate_g_!g_ 
in the ocean and in ports, 
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dastl'oy porots, and defeat antilan.ding g!"oupings of enemy forces at sea and on 

coasts in order to provide support for lapd\ngs of our operational-strategic 

assault landing forces. 


Suppgrt••rH!~}-.'?!!·~.•9! a .tros .in aP~ .i ~~~~l.~l..E,'?!Jh~.f:.Si9-2P.~~-tlon in an ocean 
theater of military operaErons Wlll consist of d~stroying or neutralizing ASW 
forces and means and air defense forces and means, that is, those forces and 
means which [oppose our main groupings] in the performance of tasks on the main 
axes; hitting key installations in the system of command and contra~, basing, 
and material-technical support for enemy forces and troops; and gaining 
supremacy in enclosed seas and seas adjacent to our coasts. In subsequent 
stratesic 9,.p9r!.t!Ens .• ln ,an ocean theater"of military operations support actions 
ana aillls wlll conslSt ot d.::str·oying ·ch~ :a:m•ees and means which provide cover for 
enemy convoy~ and wt·dcll oppo:s~ our' <1s,;;ault landing fok'ce:s. 

In general. the operational rt~~osij;. iQ!LOf fJll:r-es in a strategic operatign in 
an ocea~'! t hea t e!' <:: !: l!!l.l :t t ary··ope (a t.l iJ!lS ~ 1 i li include three echelo.!l~:.; , tbz. first 
echel;m o'l forces and t roops, which consists of the .combat seryice forces of the 
neets which are alr-eady deployed at sea, with allowance for their augmentation 
in the t hreat ~riod, unit~ and large units of naval, long-range and frorit 
aviation , a.nd ~l~ .rut~ ". at'ge units of Ai r Defense Foi~ces avia~ion[)the second 
echelon, Hi'5ic!~ co~1S!5tB o:.f t he reJ.lainlng combat-ready fok'ce:s of' t he fleets and 
the remai ni lig ..;orabat-rea.dy f'orces and t r·oops of formations and lar~e units of 
other• braneh~s or the Arm~d Fof·ces 1=-nl' tic :l pa ting in thi s operatioq'; )~nd the 
r~ C'· 

To perform the assigned task:> pr ovisions are made for the creation of the 
following for-ce gt•oup:tngs i n f~ht ~d:e}. o: ls ~t t~1e operational disposition. The 
first gk'oupli'lg ( [ whid1 i s in each] echelcm) is the grouping of forces and troops 
for aci;ion on tt1e main a:d:s to destroy the enemy ' s SSBNs and carr ler groupings. 
This grouping w:i.ll i!!al :..:de (jiversified ASW forces , including ASW aviation 1 ASW 
submarintl~>, anti lc.x·gf.: tmH..s of' ASW ~:1ips~ and diversified stdking forces, 
including rza.va:L rr!.'.:~s :Ua~·(;~~· i~y!. ng, long;- r ar.ge , and ASH aviation. missile 
submarine::~r and nd .ss:Ue :sHips. 'fhe second grouping is for support actions to 
destroy (neu Gra.Hli>e) ~h~ (:nemy's A~W f m·ces in the interests of fr i endly 
submarine:s ~, r·for• min£; key t asks ; to <I.;Jslroy (neutr· aliz~) [I!Onti nental] air 

· defense .forces and means :tn sectors where fleet aviation and long-range aviation 
fly over enemy te~ritory; to destroy (neutralize) installations in the enemy's 
system of cotru~\arid ar1d crm(,r-ol , ~urv~iJ.lc111C~ t r1aviga.tion, and other- types of 
suppor- t; and t o des k oy ( n~ru tl'aliz& ) en~IT!Y forces and means in gai ning supremacy 
in se:as Hllich ar•e ad,iacent ;~o oul' coa.:;t and i n operationally impot•tant areas of 
the uoea11 • '· 

'Ihe fe.t~m've ~ <ts <: f on,;e gl'OupJ.ng , i$ the reserve or forces and means 
intended for- r·ei nf orr:J.ng t he groupi ng on t.be main axis and for replacing its 
~es, a:s-;;ei1a?-t'!'Dr.:..R.e r-.!~)rnlJ.!l1L~~Di9J:ese~n ta~~ wh J. ch ar f.Se"S'Uddenly Tn the . 
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course of an operation. During the period of conventional operations the 
reserve will of necessit contain nuclear g~oupings, which above all will 
nclude uni of nayal m ss e-carry1ng; ASVand long-range aviation. The 

ob ec n..J:!i~!';.~ ...~~~ ~~l!.'f.~...P.~!~~9Forr-,r·-~'1raterrc-·opet'aEion in an ocean theate.r 
of military oparat5.onsT.~t.~..2.??~-~}E.<i!::f.cLw}.JJ:L~h9.~e of other strategic operati~s: 
a strategic operation in an adjacent continental~lieater or military operations, 
an operation of strategic nuclear forces, and a strategic operation to repel an 
aerospace attack by the enemy. In turn, it has an effect on the attainment of 
the objectives in these operations and utilizes the results of these operations~ 

._Therefore, precise coordination of the efforts of [word illegible] groupings of 
armed forces in the various theaters of military operations will be one of the 
main factors for achieving success in the course of military operations. 

ih•:i_r.~::. :t. p.1:. es of ti'K~ Pr.·~~1.'&ti<:•t•. and Conduct 

or c:. 5:::-z.te1,~~.c CJp.tt.i'l'.t;ion :i.n <-~. n Ocean 'rheat.er- of Military Operations 


The prepa:tation of a strategic operation is generally carried out in advance 
in peaceti~e, and usually includes the same measures as other operations, such 
as a fro_-:!~ operationo Ti'le iwediate preparation for an operation is carried out 
when tbe threat of war ar·ises and specific combat tasks are received. It 
consists of claJOifyirtg the oper-aCion plan and tasks for the forces as applied to 
the developing s:i.tuatiun. Of pat'ticular lratpoL·tance are preparation of the 
force.:i and iliakli1g them eombat; l'e&.dy, [ flnal prepar-ation) of the ocean theater of 
military operations ~ and deployment of the groupings in the area where the tasks 
are to be performed. 

A centr-itJ. i'Ol!:> ln ttt.:: pr·8pru'c.L_on oi' the opt:ration is played by decision­
making and plannin~ of the operation. The decision !.2:£ an iniUal strategic 
opera_~o~·, i.:> made bY.,. t~·~., Su_£~~igh Cv~..f!d, and for subsequent operations by 
fFie'(;c:,mm::'!ldE:;.•-in-ci·i i<::f' ~:,- tr::.. ar2~~<!,,. ,!~-~~·'!.. in _th& ocean · theater· of mill tary 
oper~~flm.s . "'"!LL.i:3J.di1t!M.1.- · ill-'?~~'-..£fJ~~J);.Qll:'h-.ttJe decision fot• a strategic \\ 
$~at1:_q!L~'?...!l!§l_dfo::_ _up~_in ..~\lt!__!..QJ:!!L.•o.£~-~'i~iil._do~t with a map attached , 

LJ.l.Tie illegible . · 


Plamting of the oper·ation is l:la:Jed or1 the decision which is made [with 
conside1•ai:.lol'l fo!' j prcpara.~ion of the over·all plan for the strategic operation 
as wt:ll as ~he planH to'r t.he fleet anc\ front operations, air operation, 
amphibious lanctlng opor.al~5.on ' antiJ.anc.l ing""operation' etc.' that is' the plans of 
the operadolls wh:Lci'J at·£: components of the str·ategic operation. Planning for an 

I initi'!.,l_'?~~!!~~~?..~l ~.:> (~o-~:~.~-~- .e~l:'_(:~-~~.•.l!e undet· tl1e direction of the ~eneral Staff
l cy t he cornmander-TI1··'B:1ll1f r:W!~ Hc-.f(! ;:;!;aff' or the Navy, ~ih!,£~ [furicllOnsl as the 
· staf£...9.L.t.h~.,.Q~l~~fi:~d-~J:.:-:l~l~:!2'!f.ljl_[.~:!f.J~~:='-. -~~!fi!.?:_L:?.~-h'!.~_At~~an 
"Theate~· o:f Mi;!..~.<icr...Qn~.i:.ia;dQJlS " In &.ddlt.lon to the Commander-in-Chief and the 
· Main·;:,~e.!T~5f t,hf! N~'!'.'Y, ':.he cornm.J.!V1e!·~'J-in-c;Yi. af and main staffs of · the other 
branches of the A:rmed Forces whlch allocate formations and large units to 
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participate in the operation also take part i.n planning, as do the Deputy 
Minister of Defense for the Rear Services and his staff, the branch arm 
commanders and chiefs of special troops, and the commanders and staffs of the 
fleet, fron~.~ and fo!'lllat:i.Ot')$ of long-range and military transport aviation. 

Planning of an initial strategi.c oper·ation in an ocean theater of military 

operations is carried out long before war begins. Plannin&_2f a subsequent 

operation will be carried in the course of concluding the initial operation, 

When the resuits of tfiat operation are-clear. 


In preparing the plan for a strategic operation in an ocean theater of 
military operationst particular attention is given to special preparation of the 
initial str·ike, wtdci'J ~&n be deliVE!t'~u u::liY'tg nu~lear weapons or conventional 
weapons alone. In elthei:' case the plU'pose ·:Jf the initial strike is to blunt to 
the illa:diDum degr-ee a m!t~l8il'' stJo:'ike tJy the enemy frolll the direction of the 
ocean. In -::: nmif.~ctJ: ,::~CI w1u·.~ this l t;,1o wu :!'d.s U.leg1ble J of the initial strike [two 
words illegible] is for:- m.!ssile sub·ma.rines to be destroyed before they launch 
theit" mi.s.;:~iies and ec:a:t'1'iel'S co be clestr·oyed befoc·e attack arr:crarr take off from 
them. '"~--·-· 

Ta.s~<s al"e assigned t.o the fleet, front. and other formations by the 
commander-ln-chie( of'the armed forces-rn-the tQ~ter of military operations in 

· his operatioaal dicect:LVe:"-nle-i~I~~C~ld fr·oat commanders and staffs generally 
draw up ti"1·.:: j~-eneral op.::r.::tVf.on&l clh·ed;ives" for -an initial fleet or front 
operation a.:; well a.;> t!'te operati.onaJ. rUrectives of each flotilla and army, the 
operational dlrect;ivi:3>il of fleet and i:'ruilt ai.c forces. the directive for rear 
sel"vices , th-= r!!c~ctt~;· -:.: i:\w t~c;·in:i.(:a.I'suiipoct, and tf'1e combat order's and combat 
instl·uct:Lons fuk' ti::t~ typo::.!> of .::.upfJort (cotaba'c instl'uction:S are issued for 
reco1ma:lss.s.nc.; }• 

pooperation among the_groupings 9f Armed Forces branches £n a strategic 
qperatton ~~ .. or_gal'l~~~~~~Ge~~~~..~~-~ff · ~ th~ commander-in-chief of the 
armeaT~~~:J Tp;.. 11~~~90 toea-cer of mf1_1t<!a:_qperations. 'fiils cooperat1on 
requ1r-es pr•,ao.ise jOo•~d : t:-tation of th.-:. ~ne:rt.s c:. the fleets. £~· on~s, and 
formation~ artd lai:•ge units of other· br<~nch·~s o:!' the Armed Foc·ces that are 
carryL'lg out t;asks bot!! on thE: maJ.ll <1xi:::: and on auxlliar•y axes. 

it vet·y i nipl)r.·taui:. pl aee i.n th<:: pr~'.~~r·:-.tion of' a s l~rategic operation in an 
ocean th1~ate::- o:t mH :i. to.ry oper.·atiuno> b~}.CJ (tg» to the or-ganization of 
compr'ehensliJe ~uppor·t l ::JK' the op~r-&. tion -- ope1·a.tional, special, technical, and 
rear ~el~ifice::s suppof't.. TQe ma,l~\lrJ.ruL.Ol' support for the forces of the 
Navy which a~ out Easks in the ocean include reconnaissance. 
maskl.rovi!.:i""G:~<'i.l1souflftgef ~e£;l!ne!:if7""ancCd'eceptlon1, electronic warfare, all 
!ype8-of''der~ns~~, <ji'!d p!·dec:t!on t'!'0!!! Jf.~~.nons_ .9f.._IJ.!.~'> des true t ion . ....... ........--~ . ·-··--····...... --·.. .. -_... - ____,.._.... 
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.Jeconnaissanc~ in a strategic ope>·~,t:!.on in an ocean theater of military 
operations Is organized by the Generf:-L..~ta£f' in support of all the branches of 
the Armed Forces in the theater. §!r~tegic reconnaissance, having as its main 
objective l::.~'!l~fJ~--~~:c~t-flg oi· pt•ep<wations by the enemy to .attack our country, is 

fu;~=~ ~~ ~~n~~~t~i£:r&~~~~~~tb~~P:j~?~.~~~;/l~~~JJ~.o~fl~~~~~l0~h!~te~~m~~ 
military operations. In order to achieve this objective, the entire set of 

reconnaissance measures must support: · 


1 • . -identification of possible times that enemy actions will begin and the 
possible time that nuclear weapons will. begin to be employed; 

2. identif.lc;:t.tion and clad:fica.tion of the composition, disposition, and 
actlvitleo:t ot !::.!~~ !!!~in nuclear gr·ul!pl!!g:;. of' nalial forces and their combat 
readiness; 

3. lde~~ti~'i(;~ticn ~~:!" tlle a~~~!·2.:!.l ~h··~tegic concepts of the enemy's naval 
command; 

4. identification of the eneruy! s capabilities for opposing groupings of our 
forces in the performance of tasks in the operation; 

5. identiflca.tiol'l of ti'Je or'ganizaLion of all the ~ategories of support for 
the enemy's naval forces; 

6. dt:t.eetlL"•Ii (•i' ehanges in t iie, basing system and ir. the system of 

prepar.at1on of the oc,ea.n theat er of ~11ll .ttary operations. 


11le sy.~t,etil of: re.:;umia.i~sc:mce whi.ch m.tppo:t•ts thE: pr eparation and conduct of a 
strategic operation is based on a general disposition of forces which features 
extensive u.se of ships and aircraft deployed in the theater for combatting enemy 
[word illt!Jgib:l:aJ .:.nd 0f special gi'ouph1gs or r'econnaissance fo:rces and means to 
track the e11~my a 'l~ ~lea l3Xtd in ttls baBes. 'I.lie first echelon of reconnaissance in 
a strategic operation w~gl_~.~ th~f.9!r&~_en_<t....m_~~-l!!:!!.ch are deployed in the 
constantJ.v oueli:eUJlit: c-e.-·nnnalssar.c.:: ;;)ystem in the theater.\ - _;:zrr.:rn!.:I::W::sz¢ . ._ . . . 

In comba t; actions in wh:i ch conventional weapons a.lone are employed, the main 
task of r·ecormaissance will be to a scex·tai n ti'Je duration of the period of 
con·;,tentional wad·are an:•i \:.o a~e:~r·t.aln and dar if'y the signs of preparations for 
and times of l~r · an.'l.H.l on t.o :nuclear act tons, as well as support in directing our 
stril~fng·· -~,.o-~::~;;s- ·'to ·~twa···~·l:;~ii;yTS"liJain-riuCiear· gr;oupings and target designation 
support, that is, ~uppor·t in del:i.vedng the initial strike. 

. 1'he effor-ts of.' reconnaissance will subsequently be focused on ascertaining 
the results of' nuc:lea~· strikes and on support in directing striking forces to 
surviving or l't::cenUy d'Oiteeted encl!ly gr·eupings. 
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The main component. the core of . ~,..t.tr.1i.t:~c operation in an ocean theater of 
military operations ~:..~.~f~.~,__f_!lit!~J.-~1.}.9,_~.1;!9.!~.9-~!l~-.f!eet operations, each of 
which is ~!L~&gr.~g~.~!:: . ~~~: _,~}).~~££~H!~,~gJ.~9. . J:totUJ.a..m<L.S.QJJ.adron .9~!aUons and 
separate n~..Y~. b... QJ?~r.s:ltJJ?.r.r~ 1 ~ngaffement.~; ?.nf1....1l'2!!'!P.§l.t__"lS::.t.!.Q.t\S. Naval operations, 
which in their content and ob)ectives most fully reflect the specific nature of 
armed conflict at sea, occupy a special place. They include naval operations to 
destroy enemy missile submarines, naval operations to destroy enemy carrier 
groupings and ASW forces, naval operations to destroy ground targets, minelaying 
naval operations, naval operations to disrupt the enemy's strategic ocean 
transport movements, etc. 

! naval o~~~ion~_destroy e~emy missile submarines will encompass several 
areas silr!tlltaneou;o;Ly. It W':U1 te ~a~:~.l: '~d _:J~ ·t u.sb'!&: t,M lt!aximum ~~ity of ASW 
force3. Mia.:Jile .:;ubt!,~:d!i>S;':! )o[lll ~ie -:i.es t Y·t.)jet~ in ~ W'JI'd illegible as, combat 
patrol area:3, •.}Y!. t.:!!e· T'•i•.1t!':!8 of p.~.:•,-::o>.g:::: .cf tl\·2 L>J.ssils submarines from bases to 
these pak0l e.!'>:::as , .01~ :at t.~2..~.!.:';<•;;::; Gf bi<:: Bi.s:Jlla su!Jmarines. The entire 
complex o'l weaporLS ( ~t::Vt=:{· al words i lleglble] will be used to do this. The 
search fo't lilissile submadnes will be cal."'r ied out over• enormous expanses of the 

. \. ocean tht::at~~· or milltcu'-_y u~itat.ior,.;;, lil Or·~ than 20 million square kilometers. 
~ .;J · ~~~.l:_'!'_ill ~iil_ti'l~~..-~~~--}ie~ Lhe ou~b;ceak of war, and when the war 

,. _>. -t begins all the mis~lle subr · ein tracked J, both those in place and those 
~~~~ \under w.ay, will be de~t~oyed by com t service orces. The main objective of a 

~- ~ naval operation to destroy miss le submar nes is to destroy the maximum number 
, ..l.'.fv of mL~~lle ~:.!l.)•n<:t :dr!e~ be:fot·e ':~wy .l.:!u: 1 c~~ ti'!eir- mi.~siles, because each missile 
~- submarine ia a s·t;k··ategic hlsi;~J.latl.:1i \ 2.f!•i .Its de~uuc cion is equivalent to ~ eliminating ;:)0 to ,~I:J u: nu(:it!<H' l<i2tfh0ads. !'l:' ()lit the enemy 1 

;; st.~ategic nuclear 
arsenal. 

· Destru.£_~.to.n..!~'.etu:t.~9~-1~!:.JE~~J2l:!l~s, whie;h are the strategic nuclear 
forces-~iie:t•ve, will al~l) be cal'I' ied ouf at.; t.he beginning or· a war at the same 
time a_~_Ji~--~~~~.tc....2J:.:_!Je~~£.2.Y1~?~~~~~}- car·r·ied out, and willl~-~~.~-di}.~:> is being 
be can:Lt:•l m:t :ht ·t.h-;; n•.i•J:r.-se of oot·.d'!.!~tin~ an lndep<endent. naval operation to 
destroy cart' h:::- g.r·oup:~n~~~ . ·nle ~!'Ot-1p:~:1;i o! for~~e5"forseek1ng out and . . 
destroying ~n~my C9'!'t-lt::!' g~·oupinge lt! at! llcean theater of military operations 
includes . llu~~-~!?.!'-!'>.£91~~12.1}~~~s._ wl:_~~-~-i!!§~ _.!.l!:i-?~J}es~ ~m1 CQ~does, ail:'-capable 
missile and ar' tl :i.lt":r:-) .:sii :~ p;; !· naval mi ssllc-r;ai"ryhll?, aviation, and long-l:'ange 

. aviation. A sp.::~.i<=:t. 1 ;:;J' u!J.pJng c.r x'(l!::.c~3!~__ (::.~t!~~. t ~t.~ _(?J con1bat ser"yice forc~s which 
in peaC;el;l ;ae t. r·acit '3 :lYN·aft 0a1· :d ~r· s :in (!l)lltbat p a i;.r·ol ar·eas, combat assignment 
areas, and At t he approaches to these·areas. : · · · 

'I'he ini v:.f!.l ;..'!l:; r lk~ SL:;~d :~;;t aL:'C!'·;:dl_; '~~rr let'S I fJOth those in place and those 
under way, t!l:.l. ll be tie1i~r 1:r ed by \':h~ combat s~:tvi~·e f.orcez, and subsequent 
strike$ ~dll :::t=: ~.1e :a~::::~·ed u:::-p ;.~ oxi •i!21~ t~ X y l:lrl'o i: o tf1re c~ houx-s later, depending- on 
the dl.:~t;anct~ of ~h~ c:al'Y.· oiet·s t r otii: t he I:><J~ ing are~s •)f our aviaUon, by naval 
missile-carryJ.ng aviaLkn, long-«arigC:! a ·:;ia tiun, and ml'ssile and torpedo 

TS #888537 

Copy 1_'1_ 


\ t'. 

http:missile-carryJ.ng
http:a_~_Ji~--~~~~.tc


C011 97695 TOP 8E:CRET 
l'OIP' SiCrHiT 

l fo 

I 

WARNING NOTICE-INfiWJGCHCf SOURCIES OR METHODS INVOLVED 
NOT ltiEI..l!ASABU: TO t:.O!tEIGN NATIONALS/ 

Withheld .under statutory authority of the 
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 
U.S.C., section 403g) Page 15 of 18 Pages 

submarines which [two words illegibt e) are ct lrected to enemy carder large units 
(for the purpose of] exploiting succ. c .~s. ~1mbat with enemy carrier groupings 
employing conventional weapons requires an increased detail of forces and means 
~d pximunt,.~.l.~!JE.MlJ.~:)_ii'j~~g§!~'siYlc'e'·~ear·r:fef:s'roupiligspossess tremendous 
defensive ca.pP..b1J.H.l':!1'3 aT:~.d the G:J.rdere thems~lves hav~ considerable combat 
durability . For exaiTiple~ in an initi.al mass bombing attack ,2n American carrier 

. 15{2~ is capable of hit.tinf up to 25 airborne targets, that is, cruise missiles 
..... or a:rcraft. Sinldn~ _?.-n a rcraft. car·rier, however, requires at least 15 hits by

f... 	 cruise missiles or at least 25 hits by torpedoes. Therefore, in (word 
illegible] in .which conventional weapons are employed, (word illegible] with 
carrier groupings is possible ~~ly by enlisting substantial forces and means. 

In a strategit; operation in ~hict1 conventional weapons are employed, an air 
opera_~.!.~~.J:9...~~~~!i.. ?r:_~~(~-~--~l!~~~~~!~:?~~-·~£::-_wle~..ruLaYiati_9~Pings will be 
h~orta~'c . ~al"' l:id~>"ling i n th:i .s or~rat:t on wi E be aviation of' the fleet

eeWJ; 8. 'J:l :!L:t.m:: of ,·: :)~L-:~t&l for· n~nt:t oni5 of ail· def ense :to~ce:>j long-range and 
fron~ aviatl or:: , l::..l.'·gG Ul i: lts and i.mit;:;; of' :.;; t ~ · &.tt:ig:lc and ope~ational air armies of 
the Supr· ~me Hlgh ColitillaM r r;;ck~t ·~· !"f.! (.':;~ ~u:.d ru-tlll~l·y, airborne troops, Spetsnaz 
unit-s , anc ~~l~~tr>tmi .;} w& >.':t£< !'e ~mit~ " !:1~ ai~ OQ"J;oation will be conducted at the 
j)eginning of t he war~llil.J..Lwill_~ ot:Shoitdur·ation 1 three tg_ five days. 
Arrcitner·-cr,ai:~;ctei-lstic ieature of theair""opera't'fOil"is Ulat' if will be conducted 
\'!U1W.W" nucl~.fll.. !tt:apot~~;, H.s l'esuU.s will 11ave a strong effecT-on the success of 
a stt'ateg:.l.c op~k' at'ion uiidel' con'Jentional wal' fal~e conditi ons. 'fhe main cont~nt 
of the actions of the forces ln an a.:f.r operation will be the destruction-of 
~r.i\Lt.J~.t-~.!k'(f.~L~"'!ln~~f.!~.~~-1:'.11'' ., ~~--~e~t,a"'SiW~~i"a1Jzation and 
destnictloll ot ~~ .;:; .s~r,J es &. !l•.~ eonduc \; o'~ ope~·a. t;i0n&J. ~eriai t'ecm1nai ssance. 

- ·-·"··------ - . ..............- .--·-·..-·-··"-- -·- ·-·--··- - ·""" ... ....-·- ... ..._._- ·-·- -··- ··-----·-------- ­
1/Es b ·u(; Ll vii or a :i.. rt.;I' &. J:' ~ at ai ;· ' L~(;-hts tising conventlo11al weapons can be a 

difticull; task due ~u i:.l!e i'aC; t that \:.ht: E)li~Wy li<~S f. bu 11 t J 111any .:> turdy shelters , 
includi ng sMlters tm' ( ~.~m·u :l.Hegi\:ile j air·c:r" al't. For' eXal!lple, at airfields in 
the Fedt:.i'al Rt;;pub:L ic o/ Gt; c;,tany alo(,e mm•e t.! !an [ '!000] sheltel's have been built, 
including liiore <~he;! f~0(: r e !.!:fo!'!.:ed sht8 l t.e;.'s loiitl·, a t::over thickness of 600-800 
mm, al Most a, tiie t er of' cm:i:;l't\:.e . Th8 inei:'fec t l vtmess of actions against 

\.air f i eld:! wk L·.:h iH>VG l:J ~· ·.I. rdy shel'cen·s \oiC..S d.e1nonst rated in parti cular by the 1973 
Arab-Israeli t~ai.·~ when lri the coul'Se of the t;.lwee days from 10 October to 13 
Octobtlr , a*' a r~:suH. or mc:t.ssed std~(l S by i.::il'c.eH &.iz'c!"aft against Syrian 
airl'iel~s Ls:::vef'·eJ. H!)P(~ ,.:;: J.:U.egiblel ~').:.- ·~::- · aft 1-1e:re de.::;t royed ,, because [several 
word8 ili egi b!..e .l; b:~ L th~~ :;.>.t. t<:t t.~ k :i. :r!~l ~':<:~ d E•: t he J.t.<'&el i s t l o:>t more than [number 
illegible] .:\lrr.r-a ft of t.h~~!. r [word j.J . le~it>le] to hits by surface- to-air 
mis.s :i.les. 'i'h i s r· esli !. \:; · ~d i'.ri the ~ubM::quenl; t·r<.:.~s il:. ion of the Israeli air forces 
to di fier·ent cacti ce ,, tk'!e t; ;:,\cU.c.s of fword illt~gi.ble .1 air·cx•aft ~ drawing Syrian 
aircraft ird:.o aer i.a l ,:!owb<><.L 'J.'t;!-1.1'-t. whsn. i 'c j s ..!~:!:.~.~~!:1..1.9 ne~trallze en.emy . 
a~~~~~9IL.ii.~..aiJ:i..:tf<.:i.~i:'L~!h1g!t.§t.r..~._~SJ!!:~~d w~;~ - S~fJ..J~.!~..JiC..B..Q!lS Jibi ch are aimed 
~.Lm!.k~ i•1iLJ&~. ~~.f!· L1~~i.~~-- -~~!~~-~~~-~-..~.Y..[s~:,.~~c_t-:.~ ~ ':.!....~~~-~~!ir~~ns.._:~e airfields 
or 	---maKJ·-.-.-ng t he l' Uri~!ay;;; - -l .lriu~;c.O,l.e, are mor~ efr ect1ve . 

.. ·~·- ...... ...... ~..... ~ · --- ......,.... .. ~... .-....·-···---'-·--- ·· ----·-.. ·-·.. ---· 
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The objectives of a fleet ope<'af:.ion ~o~hicil is conducted simultaneously with a 

[word illegible] ~ operation are t: o ct~f'~at coastal groupings of enemy 

troops, capture important coastal sectors, islands, and ports, and, in certain 

cases, to improve ba~ii'.g cOi\<.ilt.iCJl•.:> l\:.1" l'let:t ful'<:.;:s. 


An air defense operation is conducted with the joint efforts of formations if 
j 
( 
j 

; 
if

of air defense forces, air defense troops of a coastal front, and fleet air 
defense groups to re~l enemy airstrikes against import~oastal 
installationsp troop groupings, and naval force grouping~and1Q interdict ~l > 
overflightS by strategic aircraft Into the Interior of our__territory. ?~J 

Amphibious landing operationsand amphibious and air landing operations in 

which lanu:!.t'ii>S i'ot•ce$ 01. an oper·atiOliCOll·-stratt::glc or- operational scale are landed 

are ca.t•t•iel.i: uut t u -::.:=.• ' tul:'€1 strait :Gc: m)~ ar;d !BU?,t'o~·l;, has!pg conditions, to 

captu~eliii~f.\~~ G(,a~~-~i. aY·~"a;t&:Thf'iS'Iant1s ? tv as~Lst gt•ound force~ on coastal 

---·---- • 1 ... , ••• ~ · ~-- --·...-:- ,:::. -:.-·-:.~,:-:~ ;..""'IIC',; ;-\0" ' ; ~ =! :..;".~-·- 'l.....· -.:~ ......... ;.,..,_ ,,_.,=-' .-,..'"':·-:... >.. ..~ .. ~ 


axe~ ln amca.~ :,.ng; P.fa~:m:1 ~oa~trd. grt,lJptng:;"., and ~:o eause indlviriual countries in 

the enemy cC•!Ll.ll~S!L~Ji:lJ~~.!.C:.:E-_1-:.!~~· A strategic operation in an ocean 


"'£1leatdr of l4llitar·y uptu-ations can .include an antilanding oper-ation as well as 

comb&t actiuklS ~u tl"ii.WO.rt debarkai:.ion 'oy enerLiy assault landing f or-ces on OUr 

Coast Or ..L ·' n ·:vi~ -t·,e )• · · •.. .. L._· J . > f'rn~__ -vd •vf._, ·~t-<· ·· ···•· · t •-w· t.,._ ~x-oop"'_ ] ~r • l""''·r ,_ j c;._...,ct_:\._ ...0 

' ~~ 

~n u. t~t!':?.Legl-J Oi-'>el"ct1on J t! an oeean th&at€:1' of military operations which 

begins with employment of conventional weapons alone, powerful, coordinated 

strike~ mu~~ t 'be t'leliv ~rt:!d ii1lllit:dJ.a t t:J.r aga:l.w-> t \:.lie enelhy both at sea and on land, 

and C.he deli'..i S!)'Y of tn~ :~nitla. l str·lkE: iigaJ.net t he en~my is par·ticularly 

illlpoft,ant; , •n·~e ))::f.t3.;';/ c!i;.r:lke r!m,os:~ ~;. ··~ dE:lilfer<sd !iUd<.!enly, 111 cl1e shortest 

poss i ble tim~ ~ "'!!~ :!.1:: :'~ '!; t' t ~e·:·~·ei ''i f~ !.! C'!t p~ · ~\ :"~ (~'!'J ~1i'/(~ s uppor t. The main targets of 

the initial ~~1' :/.l'e ai'e enetriy 1uisdl~ ~ubt1iat'lne gr·oupi.r:gs and carr i er groupings 

which aN:! tb:~ !'l:~~ ::. ~ ot \: ~:e ent?.my ~ :o n!.l el. ~ar ~: :igh l~, ASW gl:'ouping::>, and important 

ground tat·g~t:'1. 


r·'1'fi.e mcd.n ~ole ir. Ulti: in:ttl&l s U·:i.kt: is pl&ytld by combat service forces and 1~ 

~ long-rcmg~ ancl naval missile-car!'Jr1.nr, avlat.ion. 

'the ruvst llllf;o:.·· tant r·ule in suppod;ing u-,., initial stdke is played by 
recouna.issalif!~ . Y.L 5..;; r-t:::corma1s .a<:m ue Hl::!.di provides dE::seri.i)tlons of enemy 
tar·ge '~s, c.nc.l :l~~ i B r~.:,;f,tRiaissc.nce t.•lii (':h ;:; ;·,o~;s wh~r· e 'i:.li.e most J.mportant targets, 

1or. as t.hcv f.!Gil ~&.y, ; l:. f;p··l-JI.' i i.iL' Hy '' t.a. rgt., /~ s l tho~.a wtd.(:h ;;,.re to be hit in the 
!niti~. l sia• :U~ E:) eri-e :~ ot : :1ted o:d; tlie pr' t~ :.3 t-mt .:.moment.. [ Won.~ illegib~_ e] Order No. 
00200 eat'ly t h:U' yeal'~ Li> r~tddi ~;l';e at t~ntJ.cm _ of all command personnel, all the . 
Arliie<i Fol'c~~ 1\!Cl,f l Lfoou.st::l5 J <ill ~'~connalssanctJ of top-pr lor i ty t argets. 

TI:e mtJ.n 00ntiml.1n[; cb.1ective of our' forct!s for the entire period of 
conventional OJ)(:r·ation:·; hl tel u.ndel'mine the nuc:lear- canabilities cf the enemy's 
ocean groupi ng and n!ax ).l\lttrll [word lEegiblnl of nuclear- might [against it]. 
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,Hhen the tr·ansif. i on i~ bein&Jlad€; t o ~~loyraent of nuclear weapons, delivery 
ot the Initial nuclear strike on the r.•rder.s of the Supr~me -High Command must 
thwart the enemy Is C!.~f~t~-toyr_e-§P.T us'-ijl delivering the initial nuclear 
strike_and must Jl!akt~ :l i;. IJV:li;>ffilii l;.:; $t:1zc; ar.~ ih<.intai n the strat~ic initiative. 

. According to our sti:'·atP.~rl;· ·-ilnlt~;.~-ie·adei'·sr...Fh'e most i mportant thing is to 
'; prevent the enemy froru pre-empting us i n delivering the initial nuclear strike;

~V"" it is in this sense that the term 11 l·etallatory-reciprocal" strike should be 
~~JP understood. In .this cas~everything de~nds on reconnaissance. If . 

v""'n?. reconnaissancern&'!cates that the enemy .is ..actually _pr~paring .. for actions [word 
P ~ . illegible] using nuclear weapons, and that in fact he could, --according to all 

' our signs, . eliver a strike at a particular time, at this po-int !J.~ill d_pliver · ~~ \d

Mls'~l. t~.!...~.~~-~i~!,!!.~l~~f.-~~r.!Ke· . , ..Th~s . 1.~ the way it is [worked out] at ail the
Y" e•erc, ......:s 1 """""""r·~ • ,.,., . ,_,..~ ., i • • ..,o-·1h • ,.:. 1 ~ A -~Q 9 · '• '"'" .; - C. .•L " '"' " ...._ . ' " ~- ···o ·- ·· ./.. .· -' . . 

~"".··e ~ ... " .~-- ~ " ·i ·Tl'·c l ....<) . ,. i·.-dk"". ·: .. ,. ., · ~ -:' .' ""~ "' .... ·'m:;;r--,·1' •.,+-···I ·Ii· r. a ·' l o'wirw· oWJ · "''• ..,,._ ., ..._..,._~_ .... .... ... r_,, ... _. {.! .· • .., , _ _ \ , . _.._ , _. "' • ' """-"'"'· , ...,.~.. '-• """ .,&. . l c;.:. \ ..I. a. vc. :l ""'-- ~ . 


Silllultaneoi:i.i:~;s.:~:i.fih'"" ~~--;; · ~1i!If.Yi;::c~5E;T~e"";·~: · -:the-.ST.r. . TeRfr,"-cur.fear.- r~r. ' it is-a
rjl-- { aellf.~J'e~-:-.il-;l till&m.~9~iJj~ -~JB.~*E..~::~l~~--~ili:fiii~~--~Ji~~1P.~-· e.ilJTre deeth or the 

"'Cil:Spc:!:i.1b,Q.Q. ' ' ""'' 'm e;i,n~ t.he enem~·! s n~ral for·ces. This i s why the objectives 
ot U1e operation ar·e litet~ally ac'h!e;e"d wi fhTrithe three to five days during 
which COillbat a.c t. :! (>Yli:l ri.! ' t':: CO!!C U~~teii" 'Ifi:;l~ich'"nuClear--weapons a~' e em-ployed, 
becau~e t.b.: enewy· i~ hit tv \:.he ent ire depth [sever·al wor·d::; i llegible]. The 
princf ple taa··g\:s cs of ti·lc il)itial s tr·:i.ke c:a1'e ilds~ile submarines and the aircraft 
cat-r1~:.:-' ::> uhll:tl i'm·m tlit:: basis of [ ~i1e t:nieu;y 1 s ) nuclear· raigt1t., ana the i nitial 
nu<;le&.t' s td.kt1: l"·~Y 1Jlli'' t·:.;~'(:es Hl:S.i \:.1-(er· ~;tm· ,:; . he cl'ucial co the subsequent course 
of t he ~-; ~roa r.e:~~:J.c, ~ :. pel: '<l. ~ i~;n a.nd t.u t.he a.ch [evemen t of the .main objectives, that 
is, thwart.ing or sub:-~ta. nt. :t ally bl unt ing r.uc t ear-mJssile -strikes by the enemy 
from t.ne •i.:O: r·o;,:;U:..:-,r! i;·? ::.h& · ·~.-;.;, an , 

[1E<pe!·ic. 1~;11 .:; ,:,~~ ~=·~t:: ;:,'.:1.; e~ ~ l. O i": ., st~!Ji: e.s,~: : ? !!t. :me:t.em' st.t•i~ can be: : D!assed, 
mu.,.._lt..i ... •·,1; e , ,:.., .:&.:.l1::,-¢l"' ;~d i"J·J·· ~ si~~l,.. fertGcl'e~·::!~·'Tili"nTffon7""~i1d can b~de.iTVe'red (only

~ ~. #... . .. .. . 
on par· til;l.!.lcir· J·ax~~1··rr;?}:~1!!~:JJuij"

0 
~f<..P

--
.....,

·.-·-..Q.f
·· · 
.
· ---
llt

· ··
l1l4t.ll!~~~~
· ·... - ·--- · 

eon~E_~t.forms which
have survived vr· "ii!hici"A i1a 11e jur;t ueen de t ected by ~econnaissanr:e. -m"er an · 
exc~~!!1$f;...£lf' .ll~~).&P.,\.'...nf~.Li kt::,.s, .l:J)_~.. "fl~:!.l:_~~-~-~;~~-~f£~!?~t.l::!.:E..:.~~-of s~~~.equen t actions \ 

Ovy1 '0l:'(;e""' i
.. · · · ·,\. I 

M ~ ul l 1 h A Of1 8. na{;e Oi"l. r~_$i\A - ..)~~·(1'1 1'\"-' rl.:..n<>~-~.. Yioi~~.=.T'--~
wFi1c!f..

U ..J; .....
··~~~~o..>nr 

"'ll."1\.)'l.t...'--••..-..•-.--·...--dif f el'E":nt ·--...J::.:. arm '"mt!"extene to I 

.Yl.e.. . !:@:.'~~.l~w.w. ~;.!J.ir:;~J:.llP.-i:~~.-:~...an.<LJ;roo~_!~~<~~£oF~~-;--Regrouplng and \ 

[iroi•rl lllegti~:i. e 1 ot i~h'3 f'or·ce.s [:<fld <'edt:i)luymtmt of l&l'ge UJU ts and units of 
naval mb::>H~i:i ~ <;ci~r· yl.ll¥.; 0.1hil ~Sw d."V ia t.iof• fr- on1 otber · 'chea t ers of r~ilil:.ary 
operat.iuas .~ br. ;~he. f!i.H."");,:J&•: of CL'i:!&. t .[ni\ ( wor·c.l 11l.;~ g f. ole1 groupings alid 
fores t <ill·i.ril5 t.h.:; •'::rlt: ll!.lf ll·, t·fK:C>i•er·:tng ba t.t:.lm~or thlness ar e consldered to be the 
main r.:ondi i~ i. on t oT.' rmr~. CJ(?.ss i n f.;ut)sr: quent. actiqn .~ t o complete t he defeat of the 
enemy~ _,., n<!.va..l.. :~ ·or.u co.i . 

Thus , l".l'l ~·. 1\l(••iern \ J~~· , ccnt:U(.:t in r:.(l(; a .li: theate::-t: of m.nH?..>"Y operations 
will. be gi uba.l :i. !l M;a:\e a.lld IJill bn an e~..:; ent:ta:L part of ai'med conflict [as a 
whole J . 'ItJw;.:. : ." "t. :~ ng m· ~::.-~ ~:; t:i. nr, c~r.e:r,:,r ni.!Cle?..r ·-t! i::,;sile s t r tkes on c.n ocean axis, 
dil!t il !:!. :~iHn;; ;;~.,.:; :TI\:~ l..U;:)t j ·-,:n::cr.cr.;i ;:; c.:; ~t:-ablli U:~!Z :.: !" t he 3tat~.$ of t-he enemy 
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coalition, causing coastal and islcmd .-::ta.t · ::~ to withdraw from the war, and other 
tasks can be ca:r:·rted out nnly throug!':• the unit.ed and precisely coordinated 
efforts of formatlons and largt~ unHs of various branches of the Armed Forces. 
'lbese tasks are car~:' :Lfjd uut ~Y eon~uci;1.r.g stPa.cegic v!J€:L"ations in ocean theaters 

, ( of t!lil!tary CJ~rat;i. ons. 

\ . The strategic operation in an ocean theater of military operations is one of 
the most important forms of st.ratE~gic actions of the Armed Forces, one in which, 
by virtue of the specific nature of combat actions at sea, the leading role is 
played by the Navy. 

Initial and subsequent fleet operatJ.ons form ·the basis of a strategic 
oper'a.tio&'! il) ail vcean cli.:::~te::t of liiHitak'.Y o:per·ations. The strat.e:gie: operation 
in an oc.ea¥~ trn:::d\;f::i· of Liilitary opt:f·atiGa!;:> is clo.sE.ly tie:d to otrxer- strategic 
oper-a.t:ior~. :U:. affet:t~ i;he a.clde~elileni; cr i.:;ht: objer::t.ives o:t these other 
oper·at:i.cms and In i;ut•n UJ'..:ll.lm:lS tbe r·e~mlts ol' t;"les.e oper-a\".ions. 

The following arejlirections of development of the strategic operation in an 
oceau che&t.ei' ~.f mlll't~r;':"' · (;pet·aUon.s ao:s a f'ot·n~ of' "stt'ategic acUons of the armed 
forces: 

·1. f'Ul' Ll!ez' t:~:l.(pansion of the scale of the strategic operation; 

~\ 
\ 

\ 
i 

4. an increase in the scale of as&~ult landing actions, including actions 
for la.nding ope:K'ational-strategic landing forces on island territories and in 
suppat•t of ti!~ a(;;;;loti.S ol (word illi:gible] !Sr'Ouplfigs of our troops and forces in 
remote areas .. 
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