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COUNTRY USSR |
DATE OF DATE 24 June 1988
INFO. 1985 ; _

- SUBJECT

USSR GENERAL STAFF ACADEMY LESSON: Strategic Operations
in an Ocean Theater of Military Operations

source Documentary

Summary:

The following intelligence report is a translation from Russian of the text
of a lecture at the Voroshilov General Staff Academy on the subject of strategic
operations in an ocean theater of military operations. The lecture opens with
an assessment of US and NATO naval capabilities, with particular attention to
ASW forces and means. This is followed by a general definition of a strategic
operation in an ocean theater of military operations, its objectives, content,
scale, and duration and a broad ocutline of the principles of preparing and
conducting the operation. The paper concludes with a brief enumeration of the
future directions of development of strateglc operations in ocean theaters of
military operations.

. . End of Summary
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STRATEGIC OPERATIONS IN AN OCEAN THEATER OF MILITARY OPERATIONS.

We shall consider two topics: the content of a strategic operation in an
ocean theater of military operations, its objectives and the tasks [of the
forces]; and the principles of the preparation and conduct of a strategic
operation in an ocean theater of military operations.

‘[Several lines iliégible.] ... question of military science naturally [word
illegible] [the study] of the ocean as an arena of armed conflict [three words
illegible].

In a future war the conflict in ocean theaters of military operations will
be global in scope and will be an essential part of armed conflict as a whole.
At the present time the United States and its allies are building up an
unprecedented naval power in the sphere of the world's oceans. Their sea-based
strategic nuclear forces now include 736 ballistic missile launchers. SSBNs are
the main component of their strategic offensive forces. Fifty-five percent of
the nuclear warheads in their strategic arsenal are concentrated on these
submarines. In the Americans' view this grouping is capable of hitting 2500, or
more precisely, 2262 major installations on the territory of our country and
that of the socialist commonwealth countries.

The probable enemy's naval power in the oceans and seas also consists of
carrier groupings, which are the basis of the general-purpose naval forces and
the reserve of the strategic offensive forces.

The naval forces of the United 3tates, France, Great Britain, and Spain
currently. have 20 attack and 4SW aircraft carriers on which approximately 1200
aircraft are based. Almost one half of these aircraft carry nuclear weapons.
They have 1800 nuclear bombs with a total yield of TOO megatons and are capable
of hitting up to 900 different targets in ocean and sea theaters of military

" operations to a depth of [1500 km].

Antisubmarine forces and means included in the global ASW system are located
in strategically advantageous areas and are supported by the enemy's expedient
basing sxstem. In the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea alone, these forces
and means include more than 350 ASW ships, approximately 150 submarines,
including 60 SSNs, and more than 400 ASW fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft.

The enemy's antisubmarine survelllance system in the seas and oceans is
based on the stationary underwater sonar reconnaissance and surveillance system
SOSUS, which is an extensive network of coastal sonars with acoustic antennas
situated far out at sea [several words illegible]. SOSUS is a passive
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directional hydrophone system which operates using subsonic frequencies, that

is, from [a few] up to 400 Hz. This enables the system to detect submarines and
surface ships and vessels at quite long ranges. With a probability of 0.5,

SOSUS detects submarines in the Atlantic at a range of about 350 miles on the o
average and in the Pacific Ocean at a range of approximately 650 miles. '

SOSUS covers a very large water area and is capable of 'detecting more than
60 percent of the submarines located at sea; for all practical purposes, it can

detect almost all of our su es. The American command is thus [virtually
; every one of our submarines.with a very high accuracy; the accuracy,

N
?

in determining location varies from 15 to 50 miles. Although this accuracy does
not permit immediate employment of weapons against submarines, it does make it
possible to successfully direct maneuverable ASW forces to the areas where our
submarines are located. These forces will then carry out [presearch] and set up
prolonged tracking of a submarine. SOSUS is a terrible enemy of the Navy,
because if it is fungtioning in the threat period and at the onset of war, our
submarines will [sevéral words’illegible] of the Americans. And strategic
missile submarines are a key element [several words illegible]. All information
concerning SOSUS is considered to be extremely valuable: information on the
location of the shore posts, on the point where the cable from the shore post
goes out [word illegible] to sea, on the location of the acoustic antennas, on
the composition of the shore post (whether there is an autonomous or [two words
illegible], etc.), the survivability of the shore post, etc.

" In the opinion of NATU's leaders, the course and outcome of military actions
in the European and Far Eastern theaters of military operations will depend to a
significant degree on the stability and continuity of ocean lines of
communication; they do ncl contemplats military cperations in the European and
Far Eastern continental theaters of war without support from [word illegible] of
the United States in the form of movements of strategic supplies, goods,
strategic reserves of the armed forces, etc. Therefore, when hostilities begin -
the enemy will make great efforts to prevent the interdiction of ocean transport
movements and to organize defense of his lines of communication. This task is
considered by the enemy to be one of the most important in armed conflict at
sea. Thus, the threat from the direction of the ocean to our state and to our
allies in the socialist commonwealth has become [two words illegible] very
great. In connection with this, by a decision of the CPSU Central Committee
there has been created within a short period of time a quaiitatively new ocean-
ég;pg nuclear missile fleet capable of delivering a powerful retaliatory-

eciprocal strike against any target and prepared to oppose a ssion on
marltine axes and to PEPTGFW iajor operational and strategic tasks. Taking
advantage of the capablliitiés of present-day weapons and using large combat-
ready force groupings deployed in advance in the theaters of military
operations, the aggressor will naturally attempt to begin a war with a surprise
attack, because this will give him many advantages. Under these conditions the
requirement for the combat readiness of our Armed Forces, including the Navy, is
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greatly increased. This requirement is met most successfully through continuous 5
performance of combat service by the allocated complement of fleet forces and @
through the continuous presence of naval forces in the assigned areas of the .~ ;
seas and oceans and their readiness for combat actions. , ﬁ

At the present time the enemy's strategic groupings deployed in ocean
theaters of military operations are countered by the corresponding groupings of
our Navy (submarines, missile-carrying surface ships, and naval aviation) which
engage in surveillance and tracking of enemy aircraft carriers and missile
submarines and are located in advantageous positions for employing weapons,
ready to immediately deliver strikes for the purpose of weakening the enemy's
nuclear might. ,

In the recent , when nuclear missile weapons did not exist, combat N
against tne enemy's navy was usually conducted by [two words illegible] %
destruction of groupings of his forces in the course of naval engagements and )
also by conducting systematic combat actions in limited areas of the ocean over
a relatively prolonged period.

—
T

The current situation in the ocean theaters, however, reguires the

S S R X

 simultaneous deieat or 4 large number of strike groupings of the enemy's naval by
forces in short pericds of time over enormous distances, which makes it o

necessary to concentrate large forces of our fleets in the oceans and to enlist
not only the Navy's forces, but also formations and large units of other

branches of the Armed Forces to perform the tasks. [This, of course,] goes !
yond the scope of naval operations and makes it necessary to utilize quite i
complex forms of strategic operations by the armed forces. [Several words 2

illegible] of a stralegic vperation in an ocean theater of military operations. ;

A strategic operation in an ocean theater of military operations is an
aggregate of coordinated and interconnected (in objective, place and time)
6§€Fétioq5, scrikes, and combat actions of formations and large units of various
branches of the Armed Forces (witn formations and large units of the Navy
predominant), conducted according to & unified concept and plan and under the
unified direction of the Supreme digh Command gnd the immediate command of the
commander-in-chiel” of the armed forces in the ocean th
opepations. Strategic operations can be conducted in the Atlantic or Pacific
! theaters of military operations. They are divided by time into initial and
( ~ subsequent cperations. 4t the peginning of a war a strategic operation ¢an be

conducted with or without the employmenc of nuclear weapons.

The objectives of a strategic operation in an ocean theater of military N
opera:ions result from the overall objectives of the war and the tasks of the
armed forces which are determined by the state's political leaders. The content
of the objectives of the operation are affected by the condition of the armed
forces of the sides, the correiation of forces, the strength and capabilities of
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the strike groupings of the enemy and of friendly forces, and the military and
geographic conditions of the theater. In the initial strategic operation in an
ocean theater of military operations the objectives can be to thwart or blunt
enemy strikes from ocean axes, defeat the main groupings of naval forces, weaken
the military and economic capabilities of the enemy coalition, and cause coastal
and island states to withdraw from the war. In subsequent operations the
objectives can be different: completing the defeat of groupings of enemy naval
forces in the ocean theater of military operations, interdicting the enemy's
transport movements over oceans between theaters, eiETE§'3T§EEﬁE‘T§I§ﬁH§T
sEraIE strait zones, and the coastal territory [word 1llegib1e]

The content of a strategic operation in an ocean theater of military
operations is determined by the operation’s characteristic features, objective,
tasks, the composition of [word illegible]; as well as by (line illegible]. The
characteristic features of a strategic operation in an ocean theater of military
operations are: " T

1. The need [to conduct it] at the very beginning of a war, among the first
operations of the armed forces, in order to defeat the enemy's main nuclear
groupings which present a threat to the country and to groupings of our armed
forces from ocean and sea axes before, or in the worst case when these groupings
begin to employ nuclear weapons.

2. The massed utilization of forces over enormous expanses of water, which
determines the intercontinental spacial scope of the operation.

3. The scale and couplexity of command and control of a large number of
groupings lodiled at substantial distances from their basing areas, and the
complexity of command and control under conditions of intensive employment by
the enemy of weapons and electronic warfare means.

4. The L&!gL volume of operationai, rear, and special support with the
enlistment of "large forces, including space reconnaissance systems, global [two
words illegible], etc.

The scale of & sbrategic opeéation will be determined by its objectives, the

area of operations of the strike proupings of the enemy and of our forces, the
location of installations on enemy territory, the capabilities of our forces,

and the conditioms of the theater of military operations.ﬂ_On the basis of all
these factors, it can be estimated that the scalé of an_initial strategic

ration fn an ocean tineater of military operations wili reach 3000 km in depth
and 2000<3000 ki or more in breaatti, with some of the tasks of an initial

operation carried out to the entire depth of the ocean theater.

The duration of a strategic.operation will depend on the objective, the
content of the tasks being carried out, the periods of time during which the
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tasks are carried out, and the weapons employed. In a war in which nuclear
weapons are employed the defeat of th%e enemy's main strike groupings can be
achieved within three to five days, which would make the duration of the
strategic operation three to five days.

The destruction of surviving enemy [naval forces] will be determined by the
specific circumstances of the situation and by the condition of the forces of
our fleet after an exchange of initial nuclear strikes. In military operations |
in which conventional weapons [alone] are employed, the duration of a-Subsequent
g;gggggjpwggg§§§}gggin an ocean theater of military operations, can be 35 to 45

ys or more -- 12 to 15 days for defeating the first echelon of the enemy's -
strike groupings, and 20 to 30 days for defeating the second echelon.

A strategic formation called a “grouping of armed forces in an ocean theater
of military operations” is created to conduct a strategic operation in an ocean
theater of military operations., This grouping of armed forces includes the
forces of one or several fleets, large units of an operational air army of the
Supreme High Command, coaStal formations (large units) of air defense forces,
and large units of airborne troops. }gagddition, [parﬂﬁﬁ?’If§§51T¥égTBTe] can
be operationally loperativro] Lword iiiegible] to the commander-in-chief of the
armed forces in the ocean theater of military operations, [and] a front or arm
or, in an extreme case, army corps operating on a coastal axis as well as large
units of military Transport aviation and large units of a strategic air army of
the Supreme High Coamand can be operationally included. - -

¥

: At the beginaing of a nuclear war and in the course of the war large units

Gﬂ{ . of Strateglc Bocket Forces (RVSN) can deliver strikes against enemy targets In <
an ocean theater of miiltary operations according to the plan of a strategic
operation of nuclear forces, Such strikes can be carried out in support of
[word illegible] the commander-in-chief of the armed forces in an ocean theater
of military operaticnus.

In general a strategic operation in an ocean theater of military operations
will include initial and subsequent operations of a fleet or fleets, initial and
subsequent operations of' 2 coastal fromt (coastal army), an air operation, an
air defense operation, amphiblous landing, airborne landing, or amphibious and
air assault landing operations in which operational-strategic assault forces are
landed, antiianding operations, and, in addition, strikes by the nuclear forces
of the country within Lhe eoniexi of an operation of sirategic nuclear forces
against enemy naVal tdrgéis i an ocean tneater of military operations.

SEd

B

e e

4 strateglc operation i an ocean theater of military operations will not be
the simple suu of all these operations. These operations will be united by a
—single concept. which will be manifested in the Interrelation and

intercon@ig{ggg&igxggg_gﬁEIVgsﬁlgﬁ_gffEEFgéin operations with the results of
other operations, in the unity of objective"gﬁ’the operations -- the destruction
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of the main groupings of enemy naval forces, SSBNs and carrier groupings -- and
in the need for all these operations fq be conducted simultanecusly at the
beginning of a war. e

eSS o

S

The tasks of the forces in the opsration are divided into the immediate task
and the subsequent task. The mnediate task of the forces in an operation will

be performed by conducting the initia t operation, initial front operation,
~ an air operation, alr defensé operation, ampniblous or amphibious and Er. "
_TIE__BE_Qanasinns, and antilanding operations and will include: defeat of the
rst echelon of strike groupings of enemy naval forces, missile submarines and
carrier groupings; defeat of groupings of enemy ASW aircraft in the air and at
their bases; ggizuré‘ET’Etrait-zones, individual islands, and coastal sectors;
defeat 01" eénemy Lroop groupings on coasial axes; combat with enemy assault
landing forces; repuision of an ercuy alr atlack; and gaining supremacy in seas

Qrigg_ggg_ggjgsanh_hn~puz,poast and in individual areas of the oceans which are
of operational importance to a depth of 1500 km. The immediate task of a

strategic operation In an ocean theater of military operations will be performed
to a total depth of [word illegihi=a! 1500 km and over a breadth which, depending
on the theater, can vary irom 2000 tn 3000-3500 km, broader in the Pacific Ocean
and narrower in the dtlantie Ocean. The amount of time it takes carry out
the immediale task is 12 to 15 days o more. :

R

R

The subsequent task of a strategic operation in an ocean theater of military
operationd Will he carrvied oub by conducting subsequent operations of a fleet or
fleets, subsequent operations of coastal fronts (armies), and subsequent air,
air defense, and antilandlng operations, and will consist of completing the
defeat of strike groupings of enewy naval ferces, defeating the second echelon
of the enemy's strikte prounings, ISENs and carriler groupings, defeating
advancing reserves o) enemy navar forces, defeating troop groupings on coastal
axes, and carwvying out the Lask of disruptlng cthe enemy's ocean and sea
transport HOVERSTEST ~THE SU0SEqUsnL task 1s periormed to a depth of 1500 km
Trom the 1Tie €0 wuich the immediabe task is performed. The total depth of an
initial stravegic operabioe 1s thus on Che order of 3000 km. The amount of time
it takes to perform the subsequent task is approximately 20 to 30 days, so that
the total amount of tiuwe preguired Lo perforu chie tasks of a strategic operation
is 35 to 45 days, A

e e e e £

. The pain alm of the aciions of the focces in an initial strategic operation
* - Nawva e oraiEy " s i 0 Ty k) 4 it '
in an ocean chiéater of military operatious is tq destroy the enemy's missile ~
submarines and_strike carrvlers in order to diqéyggh the nuclear ca es of
e i 8 5T T i i 72 sk R ‘ " [t AL M 57 4 IR RO W)
nemy naval forces to thé Tazlmum excent and to prevédt or plunt enemy strikes
on ocean axes, Lo defeat troops on the enemy’s coast; and to seize island and
coastal states of the enemy coalition and force them to withdraw from the war.

The main aim of' the actions of the forces in a subsequent strategic
operation can be to destroy convoys and cargo ships in the ocean and in ports,
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! destroy ports, and defeat éntilanding groupings of enemy forces at sea and on )
: coasts in order to provide support for landings of our operational-strategic W
assault landing forces. ‘

Support agkions or aims in ar inirial strategic operation in an ocean
theater of military operations will consist of destroying or neutralizing ASW
forces and means and air defense forces and means, that is, those forces and

“means which [oppose our main groupings] in the performance of tasks on the main

~—— axes; hitting key installations in the system of command and control, basing,
and material-technical support for enemy forces and troops; and gaining
supremacy in enclosed seas and seas adjacent to our coasts. In subsequent
strategic operations in an ocean theater of miIItary operations support actions
7and aims wiil consist of destroying the forces and means which provide cover for
enemy convoys and wlilch oppose our @ssauli landing forces.

In general the operational disposition of forces in a strategic operatign in

an ocean thaater of wilitary operabions wili include three echelons:: the first
echeion of forces and troops, which consists of the combat service forces of the
Fleets which are already deployed at sea, with_allowance for their augmentation
in the threat period, units and large units of naval, long-range and front
aviatjon, and units ans large units of Air Defense Forces aviationi,%ﬁe second
echeion, wnich consists of the remaining coimbat-ready forces of the fleets and
he remaining coumvabl-ready {orces and troops of formations and large units of
other hranchss of the Armed Forces participating in this operatioqgﬂand the

reserve, » b

To perform the assigned tasks provisions are made for the creation of the
following force groupings in Lhe echelons of the cperational disposition. The
first grouping {[which is in each] echelen) is the grouping of forces and troops
for action on the main axis to destroy the enemy’s SSBNs and carrier groupings.
This grouping will incliude diversified ASW forces, including ASW aviation, ASW-
submarines, and large units of ASW ships, and diversified striking forces, -
including raval missile-carrcying, long-range, and ASW aviation, missile
submarines, and missiie ships. ‘The second grouping is for support actions to
destroy (neucraiize) the cnemy's ASW forces in the Interests of friendly
submarines performing key tasks; to destroy (neutralize)- [continental] air
defense forces and means in sectors where fleet aviation and long-range aviation

. fly over enemy territory; to destroy (neutralize) installations in the enemy's

' system oX command and Gonoroi, surveiilance, navigation, and other types of

i support; and to destiroy (nsutralize) enemy iorces and means in galning supremacy
in seas which are adjacent Lo our coast snd in operationally important areas of
‘the vcean. \

The reserve, a3 & force grouping, is the reserve of forces and means
Intended for yeiniorcing tne grouping on the maln axis and for replacing its

losses, as weli as for performing vnioreseen tasks which arise suddenly in the
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course of an operation. During the period of conventional operations the

: reserve will of necessity contain nuclear groupings, which above all will

JZ nclude uni ,gf;naggl;:1§§1;§:9§rrying,*BSW’and’long—range aviation. The
objec nbasks, and Ling yer;uuo ol a slrabegit operation in an ocean theater
of military operat)onsTgre coordinated with those of other strategic operation3°
a strategic operation in an adjacent continental théatey o WIIItary operations,
an operation of strategic nuclear forces, and a strategic operation to repel an
aerospace attack by the enemy. In turn, it has an effect on the attainment of
the objectives in these operations and utilizes the results of these operations.

_Therefore, precise coordination of the efforts of [word illegible] groupings of

armed forces in the various theaters of military operations will be one of the
main factors for achieving success in the course of military operations.

Principles of fthae Preparation and Cnnduct
of & Sirategle unx»?»ion in z2n Qcean Theater of Military Operations

The preparation of a strategic vperation is generally carried out in advance
in peacetime, and usuaiiy inciudes the same measures as other operations, such
as a front operation. The iumediate preparation for an operation is carried out
when the threat of war arises and specific combat tasks are received. It
consists of clariiying the operation plan and tasks for the forces as applied to
the developing situaiion. OF particular imporcance are preparation of the
forces and making them combab ready, [final preparation] of the ocean theater of
military operations, and dpployment of the groupings in the area where the tasks

are to be performed.

N e R e TN T )

T

=5

A central roliz in Lhne prepavation ol the operation is played by decision-
making and plamning of the operation. 'The decision for an initial strategic
operation is made vy the oqueme High Coummand, and for subsequent operations by
fhe commander-in-ciial 07 the arned forces in the ocean theater of military
operaltiisT ™ I VUNLTASE 0. oLner operations, the decision for a strategic
Speration is wade up inqig;;jgngf a_textual document with a map attached, \\
TT_he illegibie].

o

B ReRE

Planning of the operation 18 based on the decision which is made {with
consideration for} thdedbLOﬂ of the overall plan for the strategic operation
as well as cne piang for the fleet and front operations, air operation,
amphibious landing operation, antilanding operation, etc., that is, the plans of
the operacious which are componenis of the at:acegic operation. Plannin for_an
inikial ogg*atiou is donie in peacetime under bthe direction of thé General Staff
[ By the comiandse-ta-oniet sad Hx{d SEafe of the Navy, which [functionsl as the

stafl of the nommandur—in~‘axef of the armed forces in the Atlantic Ocean
eatew of M1$Lu vy Operabions, In zddition Lo the Commander-in-Chief and the
- MATA SEATT AT bhe Wavy, the commanders-in-chief and main staffs of the other
branches of the Armed Forces which allocate formations and large units to
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4 participate in the operation alsc take part in planning, as do the Deputy

; Minister of Defense for the Rear Services and his staff, the branch arm

3 commanders and chiefs of special troops, and the commanders and staffs of the
i fleet, front. and foruwations of long-range and miiitary transport aviation.

Planning of an initial strategic operation in an ocean theater of military
operations is carried out lcng before war begins. Planning of a subsequent
operation will be carried in the course of concluding the initial operation,
wnen thé results of that operation are clear.

In preparing the plan for a strategic operation in an ocean theater of
military operations, particular attention is given to special preparation of the
initial strike, whicn can be delivered uvslng nucliear weapons or conventional
weapons alone. I eltner case the purpose of the initlal strike is to blunt to
the waximum degree a nuclezr strike by the enemy from the direction of the
ocean. In connectisa wich this {twe words illegibie] of the Initial strike [two

5§> words illegible] is for missile submerines to be destroyed before they launch
! their missiies and carriers to be destroyed before attack aircralt take off from
' them.

| Tasks are assigned to the flieet, [ront, and other formations by the

§ comméﬁaéF:Tﬁ'Eﬁfé?ga?-the armed forces 1g_Lgg_Lng3Lgz,gf_mili&any_ggggg&igps in

: - " his operational directive. 1nhe fieet and {ront commanders and staffs generally
draw up tiie general operatbional directives for an initial fleet or front
operation as well as the operational directives of each flotilla and army, the
operational directives of fleet and {ront air forces, the directive for rear
services, the directive for teconical support, and the combat orders and combat
instructions foi tue Lypes of support (cumbatc instructions are issued for
reconnaissance;.

Cooperation among the groupings of Armed Forces branches in a strategic
operatfﬁn is organized by the General Staff and the commander-in-chief of the
armed Torces 1 —ha e oceqn Lneacer of military“Operations. Thils cooperatlon
requires “"eyise socrdination of the effoerts of the fleets, fronts, and
formations and large units of other branches of the Armed Forces that are
carryiag out tasks both on the main axis and on auxiliiary axes.

4 very importanc place in the praparation of a sirategic operation in an
ocean thneater of milw@ary operations beloags to the organization of
comprenensive support Tor the opzration -- opevational, special, technical, and
rear services support.. The main cabegarjes of support for the forces of the
Navy which are carrying out Fasks in the ocean include reconnaissance,
maskirovka flannuriage, concealwedt] and deception], electronic warfare, all
E a3 Ot“aexeuiy, ard protection vﬂf” weaioons of mass destruction.

e Dl i
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Reconnaissance in a strategic operztion in an ocean theater of military
operations 1S organized by the Geners! Staff in support of all the branches of
the Armed Forces in the theater. Strateg;g_zgcgnnaigggggg having as its main
objective timelv warning of preparations by the enemy to attack our country, is
called on tn svgpovnaﬁﬂé immediate vreparafion of hhe branches of the Armed
Forces to conduct straoegic operations in ocean and continental theaters of
nIIitary operations. In order to achieve this objective, the entire set of

reconnaissance measures irust support:

1. .-identification of possible times that enemy actions will begin and the
possible time that nuclear weapons will begin to be employed'

2. lidentiileation and clarification of the composition, disposition, and
actlvities of the mwzin nuclear grouplings of naval forces and their combat
readiness;

e e

3. idenbtilicaiion of the overall sirategic coucepts of the enemy's naval
command ;

e

s

e

R sy

4. identification of the enemy's capabilities for opposing groupings of our
forces in the performance of tasks in the operation;

5. ddentirication of the organization of all the categories of support for
the enemy's naval forces; .

H. detection of chaiyes In the basing system and in the system of
preparation of the ccean theater of mllitary operations.

T

The systen of reconnalssance wiiich supporis the preparation and conduct of a
strategic operation is based on a general disposition of forces which features
extensive use of ships and aircraft deployed in the theater for combatting enemy
[word illegibie] and of special groupings ui reconnaissance forces and means to
track the enemy ac sea and in his bases. The first echelon of reconnaissance in
a strategic pe*afion wtll be the forces and means which are deployed in the
constant;v o‘e~'“ eCnnpalssance system in Lhe theater.

R ——

S (AR AV i F T O IR A ATy A S Y

In combaf actions in which conventional weapons alone are employed, the main
task of recormaissance will be to ascertain tne duration of the period of
conventional warfare and vo ascertaln ana cliarify the 51gns of preparations for
and times of ftransition to nuclear actions, as well as Support in directing our
strikiIng Vorces to the eneiy’s main nuciear groupings and target designation
support, that is, suppori In delivering the initial strike.

The efforts of reconnaissance willi subsequently be focused on ascertaining
the resuits of nuclear strikes and on support in directing striking forces to
surviving or recently detected enemy groupings. :

SR I L e R i S
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The main component, the core of 3 stratasgic operation in an ocean theater of
military operations are the Ihitial _and _Subseguent fleet operations, each of
which is an aggregate__""1ncerconuenueq tlohijlagand.aguag_on operations and

separate ngval oneraktions, engagements, and combat achtions. Naval operations,
which in their content and objeéctivés most fully reflect the specific nature of
armed conflict at sea, occupy a special place. They include naval operations to
destroy enemy missile submarines, naval operations to destroy enemy carrier
groupings and ASW forces, naval operations to destroy ground targets, minelaying
naval operations, navat operations to disrupt the enemy's strategic ocean

transport movements, etc.

A naval operation to destrox encmy missile submaripnes will encompass several

_ areas simu LCaneuuslv. Te will e carriud cut using the maximum quantity of ASW

forces. Missile submacivnes wlil be

trayed In Ewovd illegibie as, combat
patrol arsas, on ine rontas of prasags cf¥ the missile submarines from bases to
these gat*u; sreas, gnd ab e cases of the missile submarines. The entire
complex of weapons (several words iilegibie] will be used to do this. The
search for missile submacines will be carried out over enormous expanses of the
ocean theater of militaxy operations, more tinan 20 million square kilometers.

~The aearuh will oeg 0 tavee days before tie outbreak of war, and when the war

"y ———wran s o

Jeing tracked], both those in place and those
under way, wiil be destroyed by /com service forces.] The main objective of a
naval operation to destroy missile submarines is to destroy the maximum number
of missiiz sumarines before they launch tneir mlustleb, because each missile
submarine is a strabeglic Installation ang ivs degiruciion is equivalent to
elinminating 130 to 2U0 auclear warieads from the cnemy 3 stirategic nuclear
arsenal.

Destruction of enemy carrier grouplngs ‘which are the strategic nuclear
forcés veserve, will also pe carried ouc al the beginning of a war gt the same
time as ihe ugsk of sesiroying missile sucmarines is being carried out, and will
be carried oul i the course of conduciing an iudepengggg_ygval ogeration to
destroy carrlfer groupings. The groupiag of forces es for seeking out and
destroying eneny carrier groupings ir an ocean theater of military operations
includes nuciear submarines with crulse missiles and torpedoes, air-capable
nissile and Actiilery Stiips, tmval i b«le—carry;ug aviation, and long-range
g of forces consists of cembat aervice forces which
in peacetlie Lrack alvoralt garﬁ,arﬁ in nomwat patrol aréas, combat assignment
areas, and at the apprcaches to these areas. .

The initial stribe zgainst alroralh carriers, both those in piace and those
under way, will be delivered by the cumba, service forces, and subsequent
strikes will be deiiverad asproximafely twe to Shree houes later, depending on
the distance of cthe carrlers {vom lne Dasing areas of our avialion, by naval
missile-carrying aviabicn, long-range aviaiion, and missile and torpedo
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!

submarines which [two words illegible] are directed to enemy carrier large units

[for the purpose of] exploiting success. Combat with enemy carrier groupings

AT AR RS

employing conventional weapons requires an 1ncreased detail of forces and means
qggﬁgg§;ggg_laFTE Tde " {i" 4GLIGHT§1nee Tdrrler groupings possess tremendous

L

defensive cap9h11i*1°s and the narriers themselves have considerable combat
durability. For example, in an initial mass bombing attack an American carrier

_ ggggg is capable of hitting up to 25 airborne targets, that is, cruise missiles
" or aircraft. §1nkiﬁg an . aircraft carrier, however, requires at least 15 hits by

cruise missiles or at least 25 hits by torpedoes. Therefore, in [word
illegible] in which conventional weapons are employed, [word illegible] with

In a strategic operation in wnich conventionali weapons are employed, an air
operatioq to weaken or ueﬁeak enemy uclear-uissile aviabicn groupings will be
Gt Tg G this on»xafvon will be aviation of the fleet

{mportant.
(Pgeeus,, avizbion of cosstal formations of alr defense forces, iong-range and

\

front aviaticn, large wilts and unils of stealegic and operational air armies of
the Supreme High CoumdianG, rocket wvocns aud artillery, alrborne troops, Spetsnaz
units, and alectronle warizre units. The air onevation will be conducted at the
%}ginning of the war, aug it wiil be of shorc duration, thrgg Lo five days.

--—_-..._

uclear ' _Weapons; its resuina will have a strong effect on the success of
a strabegic upexaETBﬁ under conventional warfare conditions. ‘The main content
of the actions of the forces in an air operation will be the destruction of .

o e e

enemy alrecraft ol airi rieids and in the air, dS welT"és neutralization and

destrucilon of i

. agrial recennaissance.

————

lestrucbivir of aircrait at airiields using conventional weaponb can be a
difficull task due te the vact thal cthe edemy tes [built] nany s urdy shelters,
including shellers for [word iliegible] airerart., For example, at airfields in
the Federal RepubliG or Germany alone more than {?000] shelters have been built,
including wors than £0C reinforced shelters with a cover thickness of 600-800
mm, aiwost a weter of concrete. The ineffectiveriess of actions against
airfields which hsve sturdy shelters was demonsirated in particular by the 1973
Arab-Israeiil War, when In the course of the Lhree days from 10 October to 13
QOctober, as a rmsuih of massed stieikes by Zsveell alrceaft against Syrian
airfields [several words 1ilegibial aircraft were destroyed, because [several
wordy iljeginie!, bub ﬁht :‘Ldﬂkiu& side, the Tscaelis, Jost more than {number
illegible] aircraft of their [word illegible] to hits by surface-to-air
missiies. Yhis resulied in the subseqguent. Lransition of the Israeli air forces
to different tactics, the tzchics of {word illegible] aircraft, drawing Syrian
aircraft into aerial combzi. %hus, when 1t 1s necessary to neutralize enemy
aviabign_ég.gxri;f;ﬁguyﬁ } ggg_eguxgpeu wihh bhexnexs, actions wnich are aimed
.mseiveo nub ni acbzon, such as mining the airfields

e

or max:ng the xunwdya unusanie, Tare more eriectives

i e e —— e 8 o S 1 A O 4§ 17 1 0 020 St
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The objectives of a fleet operaltiicu which is conducted simultaneously with a
[word illegible] front operation are te defaat coastal groupings of enemy
troops, capture important coastal sectors, islands, and ports, and, in certain
cases, to improve baxiug conditiuvns for Ileet forces.

An air defense operation is conducted with the joint efforts of formations
of air defense forces, air defense troops of a coastal front, and fleet air
defense groups to repel enemy airstrikes against important coastal

installationg, troop groupings, and naval force groupings and to interdict 13
overflights by strategic alrcraft INLG the Interior of our_territory. s

! . Amphibious landing operations and amphibious and air landing operations in
which ianding {orces on an operaticnal-strateglc or operatioual scale are landed

are carried ouv tu';altuﬂe strait zcnes and improve flegi b conditlons, to
captux !mpon»«ni 30 ‘t‘t:;d_ bﬂxﬂﬁ* ands, to assist ground fl on coastal
axes IM GBTEHLNNE Susny noastal SoCUPLNgE, and"ld cause individual countries in

the enemy coslltian to wlthdraw frox the war. A strateglc operation in an ocean

theater of miiitary operations can _inciude an ann;lgndlng operation as well as

combai actions Co thwari deparkation by enemy assaull landing forces on our
coast or in the flavk fov rearl of attacking iroops.

a2 strabegic oseratlion in an ocean vheater of military operations which
begins with employment of conventional weapons alone, powerful, coordinated
strikes must be delivered Ilmmedlately agalnst the enemy both at sea and on land,
and the delivery of the initial strike against the enemy is particularly
‘important ., The i serike mush be delivercd ,¢GCcnl/, in the shortest
possibie ¢ime, and It mus ¢ owpvanensive support, ‘The main targets of
the initiai steike arve enemy m;bulLb bubmar;ne groupings and ¢arrier groupings
which are tiwe busis of the enemy’s nuuiear wight, ASW groupings, and important
ground targets.

“The main role in the initial strike is played by combat service forces and
by lorng-range and naval missile-carrying aviation.

The ucst impo~haﬂb role in supporting the inicial strike is played by
recomnsissanes. LU is reconnalssance wlifch provides descriptions of enemy
targets, anc it Is recomnaissance whlch shows where the most lmportant targets,
or as they nei say, “oopepriority™ targess (those which are to be hit in the
fnitisl strike) are rouated ai the present womeri. [Word illegible] Order No.
0020C eariy this year, in which ihe attention of all command personnel, all the
Armed Forces wes |focused) on recomnaissance cf top-priority targets.

S AT P e

5

B
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B

Tre mzin continuing cbiective of our forces for the entire period of
conventional upcraL;onn is to undermine the nuclear capabiiities cf the enemy's
ocean groupirg and maximum \word iiiegible) of nuclear might [against it].
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When the transition is being nade i empioyment of nuclear weapons, delivery
of the Inktial nuclear strike on the crders of the Supreme High Command must
wart_the enemy's abtémpts to pre-empt us in delivering the initial nuclear
.o Strike and must make it possible Lo belzs and maintain the strategic initiative.
According to our stratéeic wiiltary ledders, The most important thing is Eto
¥ event the enemy from pre-empting us in delivering the initial nuclear strike;
OM i 1t is in this sense that the term "retallatory-reciprocal® strike should be
/\wﬂ)ﬂ { understood. In this case everything depends on reconnaissance, If
| reconnaissance {ndicates that the enemy is actually preparing for actions [word
P 0‘6’9 * 1llegible] using nuclear weapons, and that in fact he could,-according to all
* JA ! the initial nuclear strike. This is the way it is [worked out] at all the

" ef@riizas, | seversi words iliegibiel.

The iniliiz: nuciuer . ’ Iyered immediately following or
sinulianéons, 3 ' i sveil " the siratesic ruc.iear forced’ it is
¥ dellveréed simuitanso gainsh, ail the terpets ang to the entire depth of the
dispesibion and dagine oF the enemv's naval forces. 'This is why the objectives

of the operaiion are lLiceraily achieved within the three to five days during
which combat zotions are condurkéd in which miclear weapons are employed,
because the eneuy is hit Lo the entire depth [several words illegible]. The
principie tarfeis of tne initlal sirike are missile submarines and the aircraft
carriers whichi {'orm the basis of [ine eneny's] nuclear might, and the initial
nuclezr ghrike by oy forces will therciorz be crucial to the subsequent course
of the strabegic wperacion snd tu the achievement of the main objectives, that
is, thwarting or substantially plunting nuclear-missile .strikes by the enemy
from the Giyeciim ol the agean,

llepending o Lhe S Lonneiear stvikes can belmassed,

muisiple, o de 71¢Ton, and can be delivered [only
" —— & g e o P 3 A -

on particular] axes TUITHRITUTLOSe of hithing nuclear weapons platforms which
have survived or whicis nave just been detected by reconnalssance. After an
exchiange of nuc:gap, giiikes, the nabure and effectiveness of subsequent actions
By forces and. tueons. wlil be dependsnf on & difTerent pace ami of THE BXLent to
Which che rabilewartliioasiof the Nocees_and troops is restored.  Regrouping and
[word iliegiie] of the forces and redeployment of large UNIES and units of
naval misslie-carrying and a3W aviation from obther theaters of willitary
operativis for che puarpose of creating [word 1llegiple] groupings and
forestalliig the cnewy i recovering battleworthiness are considered to be the
main condii:ion for suncess in subsequent actions to complete the defeat of the
enenmy ‘s naval forees,

Thus, in @ nodern war, conflict in coesi theaters of military operations
will be giobal in scale and wili e an essentlal part of armed conflict [as a
whelel, T Tunting sneny meelear-missiie strikes on an ocean axis,

Thuw
diminishing the milibery-econcamic capabilities of the states of the enemy
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coalition, causing coastal and island states to withdraw from the war, and other
tasks can be carried out only through the united and precisely coordinated
efforts of formations and large unilhs of various branches of the Armed Forces.
These tasks are carvied oul by conducting strategic opecstions in ocean theaters
of military operations.

- The strategic operation ir an ocean theater of military opeiations is one of

the most important forms of strategic actions of the Armed Forces, one in which,
by virtue of the specific nature of combat actions at sea, the leading role is

Aitﬁas_pi thE Al Ly fOrGE gruupxnga W

|

played by the Navy. —

Initial and subsequent fleet cperations form the basis of a strategic
operation in an oceann theater of miiitary operations. The strateglic operation
in an oceann theater of milltary operaticis is closeiy tied to other strategic
operations. it aiiects vhe achievewent of the objectives of these other
operaticns and in cuen uliiises the resuits of these operations.

The following are directions of development of the strategic operation in an

ocean theater cf milivary operatlons as a form of strategic actions of the armed
forces:

de.  furtier expansion of the'SCale of the strategic operation;

2. en lucrease in uni Liwo words illezible] of t«sxs carried out in remote

TR e

dur'a.oill ('

3. mwore scblve wililzation of alc ariies of the Supreme High Command and of
formations of tune strate ic Rocket Forces in a strategic operation in an ocean
theater of MLlltvry operaticne;

4. an increase in the scale of assault landing actions, including actions
for landing operational-strategic landing forces on island territories and in
support of tie actlons of {word i;;cgible] groupings of our troops and forces in
remote areas. | '

] | o . [}
1, . 0 . . o . oo
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