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,..-----------------.:...----- SUBJECT 

USSR GENERAL STAFF ACADEMY LESSON: Principles of Preparation 
and Conduct of a Front Defensive Operation 

SOURCE Documentary 

Summary: 

The attached intelligence report is a translation from Russian of the text of 
a lecture at the Voroshilov General Staff Academy on the subject of defensive 
operations. It starts off with the statement that defense is generally 
underrated and, consequently, too little study and training is devoted to it. 
The topic is developed under three ~ain headings: the circumstances (the 
situation and objectives) of assuming a defense, the options for structuring it, 
and the principles of preparation and conduct of the actual defensive operation. 
The paper is illustrated with numerous examples from World War II, which serve 
more to justify defensive actions and prove their importance and necessity than 
to demonstrate the brilliance with which they can be executed. 

End of Summary 
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PRINCIPLES OF PREPARATION AND CONDUCT 

DF· A ~i!Q~.r D~ll.'N.Sl'IE OPI.!:lUI'l'IOIW 


Under the principles of preparation and conduct of a front defensive 
operation we shall consider three points: first, the conditions of transition to 
the defense, the objectives of a front defensive operation, and taskS of a front 
in a defense; then the d1seosition or the defense of a~front; and~ finally, the 
principles of preparation and conduct of a front defensive operation. 

One of the principal tasks assigned by the Minister of Defense [for 
training] of the armed forces for the new training year (2 words illegible] is 
the in-depth comprehensive development, study, and practical assimilation of the 
methods of preparing and conducting a strategic and operational defense. The 
importance of these tasks at the p~e:"!~nt tJI1le ls d~e above all to the growing 
possibility of a surprise attack [~ word illegible] without full deployment of 
troops with mass employment of fundamentally new w~~pons, particularly cruise 
missiles [line illegible) conventional weapons systeias. The mass effect of 
these even without the employment of nuclear weapons may have a decisive impact 
on the course and outcome of an operation. .However, in the practice of 
operational combat training of troops, the issues of defense are accorded 
insufficient a~teution as noted in the order of the Minister of Defense. The 
MOD order on operational training bids us to put an end to underrating of 
defense and to pay more attention to training in defensive operations, 
particularly those to repel a surpris~ en~my invasion. 

The nature of a mode1•n-t1av front clefen~1'ie operation shows substantial 
differences from the natur•e ot' iii(fel'en.stwl oper·at.ion i n the past war. This is 
due above all to the availability of weapons ot' mass destruction and to the 
increase in strlki.ng p<•wer and mobility of troops, to the availability of high­
power long-range precision-gui.ded weapons. 'this has complicated the tasks of 
reconnaissance support of the front deien~ive operation inasmuch as 
reconnaissance i.n a defensive ~ation i.s organized in strict conformity with 
the tasks to be perfor-med DY the frnnt t:roops as well as with consideration of 
the conditions under which t.roops""goover to the defense and of the possible 
nature and likely axis of enemy acttons. 

Considet'lng that a f>·ont defensive oper::stion involves a wide range of'i . questions, it will be easier to consi.;ler the basic fundamental principles, [ 1 
word illegibLe] necessi.ty of propE<rl~t undE!r':;;tancHng thi~ tasks of reconnaissance 
support of a !£gn~ defEmsJ.ve o()f)ratJ.on. 
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Conditions of transition to 11ns defense, objectives of a 
~defen:~5vw fJp9r~'li«ln, !!;!i'.fi '.:J:ii.i:::: o1 ;; f1:·u·nt in cl;af®nse 

A front d$i'eruse in a modern W"cll', as stated in the 11Princ1ples, 11 is a 
temporary form of combat actions. It is undertaken in those instance when an 
offensive is impossible by virtue of lack of forces and means or lnadvisable for 
operational/strategic or other reasons. 

The transition of a ~ to the de.fense may take place before the start of 
or during military actions. What is true of the ~ is also true of the army. 

Before the start of military actions a front may go over to a defense on 
some axis in a ttt!•eat. p<e':':l.od to repel an enemy invasion in preparation, and also 
to cover border ar.eas <P.nd to suopt'-rt the tr.-ans.t tion to full combat readiness and 
the deployment ;:.t tlt'oop~ (forces) i.n a continental theater ot' military 
operations. 1b.1s f..s .~ Mr,r principle. !"orme.rly and right after the war, · for 
some reason, the mattar ot t.h.e tran.!lition of a front to the defense before the 
start of military actions to repel a possible enemy-invasion was never 
addressee. 

At the start of military actions, the need for a front to go over to defense 
lllay arlse if the eneJUy antf!!!pate.s the fr-ont l.;roops iiideploying and in the 
delivery .:>f strikes, prilltarily with precision-guided $1eapons systems, or when 
~ troops sustain heavy losses from enemy nuclear strikes while the enemy 
retains the aoUHy to undertake an offen$ive, as is possible both after a 
surprise nucleat' attack o:.nd aft.er &:~1 e,:wilo.\nge of' retd.p:rocal nuclear strikes. · 
Neither is it out of th~ owesUou t,hat; a t'Nmt win go over t.o defense at the 
start of' rllil.it""ry actions "as a. result of Eiie-·i.lnsuccessful out.COJ!!e of a border 
meeting en.gagel'!ent. 'r'he.~e wm~ct~; imply the transition of a front to the defense 
at tho beginning of offens.ive operation.s, when an offensive is planned but does 
not materialize as a result of a nuclear. e~change or a surprise attack; a ~ 
offensive opel!'ation can likewise be thwarted with conventional means, including 
precision-guided weap¢ns systems. 

During a front offen~1ve ooeration c; frcnt may go over to defense to repel a 
counterattack:-1ri~preparaticm or already be-gun, of strong forces or an enemy 
count. eroff.ans~.ve 1 Nht'ln continuation ot an offern.sive to crush his groupings in 
meeting al;tacks 1.~ 11:0t supported by the n•t::ces~:>ary supe;:-ior!ty of forces and 
means.* Xt J.s trll.e tr:,a.t during 1;.!)8; yee.1·s ot ~.lle Gr;~al:. Patriot.ic War, the 
duration of sunhi def<::rt..::::l ve opt:ll."'aticr.!:'> :j<c:S nc;;:. long --· for in8tance, the 

* This was often the case during the Great PatrJotic War; when a meeting attack 
did not. result in the dafeat of the enemy's counterattack groupings, the front 
would go over tc the defense. 
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Southwestern Front in February 1943 south of Kharkov, the First Ukrainian Front 
in November 19'1i30n the Kiev ads, the FJ.ret Baltic Pront in Augu.s t 19411 on the ·· 1 

S1aulia1 ads, and the lbird Ukrainian l..l'ont in 1945-.- ­

A front u~~n..- ~o&s ovet• tv til& uefefll:le iil ·full str-ength. A front defense 

can be prepared betorenand or during combat actions (in or out ot direct contact 

with the enemy]. Beforehand ls when the transition ls before the start of 

military actions in a threat period, and at the time of transition it is clear 

that at the state border there will be no contact, and both we and the enemy 

will have a strip.of no man's land [z~na bezdeystviya]. 


A front defensive operation in a main western theater of military operations 

will usually he a. component of 2. strater,:f.c off.enslve operation and be conducted 

in the interes::rj of the 1\'~in groupin~ ot troops, For the far eastern theaters, -" 

a strategic operati~n at t.he very ontset of' a war f'lay begin with defensive 

actions. 


Thus, the tl'an~rltlm'l of a front. to de.ftmse mav be made in the most varied 

circumsl;ances. 'l'he situ:ttion wHT-determine the objectives or the operation, 

the tasks, the combat strength of the front, and the procedure for preparation 

and conduct ot.' t,he rr..<?~.~ ciP.t'ensive operation. 


The objectivtt ot' a front defensive operation is now defined by the colllDiander 
in chief of armed forces. in t.he theater of military operations. The objective 
depends en the concept and tasks of the .strai',egic operation in the theater of 
militar-y nper~UtJns, the iltportance of Lhe strategJi.c axis defended by the front, 
the avaHc1bilily cmd arri\lal tlrr,e:> oi" m1cJ.e.ar. arJ<Ji conventlonal weapons, the 
combat tasks of u-djac•ent units and t.he condlltions of interaction with them, as 
well as the force of the anticipated strike of the ground and air enemy. 
Conslderatlon 5.s also given to t.hE• capabH!tles of the strategic means slated 
f'or use i.n the defense z.one of t~le front.. 

Everyon~~ kMW$ thai; in t.he Great Pai:ri<Jtic war the objectives of front 
defensive oper·at!.ons t~~re Most varled.. :•:n the first period of the war, fronts 
would go over t.o the defenr.e to prevent. an f'OP.MY bt<eakthrough to major 
industrial and aoministrative-politir.al ~enter~ or to targets and lines of 
strategic ~.mpm~tarwe to buy time for <:onr:entrat5.on and deployment of' reserves 
for counter·t.hr•usl;s and for" going over. t.o a com·.teroffen~ive. The objectives of 
defensive oper'Eltiorls i.n thEt n.rst per-ioci of l~ha war in many operat1or1s were not 
achie\red. One mw¢. on1y polnt t,c) th•.l objoo t.:l\ms of the defens1ve operation of 
the Bryan.sk Front. In August 1941. thP. firyan::::k front was created when Guderian 
and the S~cond·-Arm1r [1 word illeg!tHe] t.urnect .iotlth';t.he Supreme High Command 
creat.~d the 8ry~;.n:1it J'ront t.o pre,;ent h!m. 'L'his objective was not achieved by 
the Bryansk Front; alt!JougtJ, as Ollr hiBt.orians tell us, the Bryansk ~ was 
not in.fer.lt>r l·.c the Ge.I.'IIIM.s 9 th8 Ger·m;ulfl h~..\t':l the ~tduanta3f) in t.anks and we did 1 , 1' 

not ye!·. know hot! to f:!t~bt. 
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Neither were the objectives of the front defensive operations in the Battle 
for Moscow fully achieved, parUculal' ly··y~--the first German offensive which 
began in late Septercbmr t;ry <e3'rly O::: t ot-r.r .. r,IJl i!i3 aL\ '-mt:~n~ the Western Front 
sustained h,:, ~ v;r :!.wa ~e m!,; was !' ~1.';!.· (;it•H8ll'~j d th•.:: ~Juzhay:srt.: lirle of defense; 
other front.::, t<.l.:., tt:.:J. l o!JJ to aci'li~~ld !;li<:~ vbj.sd;iv&a of del'e:nsive operations, 
although, of course, conducting them brought about conditions for bringing up 
strategic reserves, etc. And in the subsequent November 1941 German ~ffensive, 
the objectives ~ere achieved, because the fronts held their positions and had 
nowhere to yield further. -­

Subsequently, in connection with ~deq~te numbers of tanks and artillery, 
increased density or forces and means in defense, and the change in the general 
stratggf.c situation at the front~ when d~fensive operations were conducted in 
cond 1. tions ot' t.ha stratep;tc ort"ensfve of •:;u..-. troQps, ClbJectives were different. 

' lbey consist.ea in i'lolc:iing occupied liners and areas, inflicting losses on the 
enemy, and buying time i'Ot' preparation of an offensive on this or that defense 
axis. l'aka , f:or inf'ta.nce , the rtet.'~nshe operatlon of the Stalingrad and Don 
Fronts i :1 thE: fall of i942, the Balaton det'ensive operation, the s l;rategic 
[illegible] of the Third Ukrainian Front. in 191+5 , etc. The Balaton operation 
was conducteci in t he concluding stage-oF th~ Great Patriotic War , · when our 
troop:J were t~-J.ready out;side Berlin. And, altt:::ugh the Germans created a 
poweri'ul str,ike grouping which included · the 6th SS Tank Army, the commander of 
the Third Ukrainian Front, Tolbukhin, decid~d not to move the front troops 
across the Oanutlfl . ae··a.;;sured the Commander in Chief that thefront troops need 
not withdra.,- behlnd the Uanube, that they would r-epel. a counterthrust at the 
line~ t:hey we·I•e on . In i:.hes,e difficuJ t condit. :lo~s 1, l>lhen the aepth ot' the front 
to the Da.nuhe W3.. s ju.st :51; \Qtv t.h,~ f l:"on l; C(mcJueteli a defensf.ve operation, set up 
an antitank defen:Je: , a nd the Cerm~.iw-i:,i?netr<l, t ~~d it 15-20 km. For a week they 
repelled thrusts, H. was :~i,1poss1blE• t.o iD•:H.mc C(lUnt.et•tlU>u.stsJ only 
counterattacks, t'(>.causg \:.here was no depth. lind still tne front tr·oops were 
assigned [rest. of line 1Ur:g1ble J. · ·--·­

In contemporary condit i ons the t.:a.pabllit.:f.e.'i of defending troops have grown 
markedly w:!.t b th•'3 clla:Ua.~Dity of nuclear, weepons ,. the increase in f'!repower of 
coiwent. ion~ :L wea~·, ons , particularly antitank means, prec.ision-guided weapons . [ 2 
words illea;ib:te 1~ and :nL'.: .tiple- .ta.un eh ;:oc-o:.ket. systems, <>.nri t.he increase in the 
str ikfng t'o~rc€ , ll':ot•il.Uy :. il.nd maneuverab.UU J. of troops . Therefore the 
objectlve of a con.tempor8.i ' f deffmsi. '!e op::r e.t.lon wl11 be more dec1.sive than it 
was in the; year ~: of t ho! C!' <::at Pat.~ .l.ot.i c war. ldth: adequate nucl ear weapons and 
convent.l.on?.l 1J :rec: lsiortl ·· ·~: ·-' J. neol $:tst~1:::s ~ t 11fl C•ll j ..;ct.f. '!e of a tron~ (army·) defensive 
operation nla;¥ ~ r::n3L~t i n ~.i1"•u· t. 1 r,tr. an !':lrl•.~my .off en:~ : 1ve in prepart~-tion during the 
time · ~he .s t.1...1ke r.ro u1:> .f.i'lg~·~ :1re concer!tr2Ung and deplC'·}'ing. 

'f'i'1e "Principles" stat;e that a .fr·ont defensive operation Ls conducted to 
thwar t an nff,~r,~! llff! oper.:·.Uxm of th.::ei!t'Hnr. H(Jwever :· in most cases the 
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objective of a front defansive operation will consist in repelling an enemy 

invasion. (counterthrust)? inflicting substantial damage, and holding 

operationally important lines and ar.ea..s , 'f.he implication is that a front, if 

forced to take up th:~ ·.1~ · !'m:::e, mw ,~: ::.:tf!:•l ·-::6 l.iJ;:.~~.s <i!':!~ h •.:;l!s adequatemean.s of 

.nuclear at tuck ::i..41J. c~r.~;f.I~;;J:.:mal w;U~t:J"'~ ~:.:.!. iu.u a;, sup.otoiorolty o\lel' the enemy. 

Once forced to tak~ t.il~ de.t'et.LSe, i;tlerefor-e, tha ooject.ive Hill not be to thwart, 

but, more typically, to hold lines and areas, inflict damage on the advancing 

enemy, an<i bring about conditions for going over to a counteroffensive. 


On reacning the seacoast in an offensive operation, the obJectiv'l of a front 

defensive operation may be to repel enemy amphibious and airborne landing forces 

and destroy them during landing. 


Tbe ob_lentJvt. <•f' a tront 1ef~nsive ~~rat. ion at the start of military 
actions may bl! to preve<ntaO. enemy iova$ g.or,. into our territory r to hold lines 
occupied in t:he tJOrder ~one~ ane1 sr.1~,~?'."'!: t he dep1o.YJ!le.nt of a st.r-ateg1c grouping 
for the off'en.sivEl .'!nrt 1t:'! organf.?.ed co!Mli t!!Jent. 

A question that is nm1 being generally considered is that: "The first front 
operation of the initf.al pe:rf.od ot' a war is an offensive-defensive operation." 
Perhaps this will be renected in the new "Principles," which are going to be 
completely revised. It is necessary to bear in min.d the option where a f!:2!l!: 
will not only r'epel an invasion but. itself conduct a front defensive operation 
with subsequent transition to an otren~ive. A number-ofiauthors in Military 
Thought -- the chief of tile Haifl Operations Directorate, commanders -- are 
addre.s.si~?. such !~ult:t-opUon planning of a ft•ont offensive operation. At the 
first stag.s !;])!$ is C\.1i"JC!.:~:. of a n•c•nt ci vf,~!iil1~ie operation.. lbey even propose 
creatiflg ir, ·:;be f .rcmt stab' and l.r1tiii.; ~~~rlltions directorate of a theater two 
group~ of ot'f~\cei:i";·· .. ·oll•! i fi:J>;:.up wou.l.d h~mllt; ctefGnD6 ami plan control or [battle ] 
1n a front •:lefen~1e i, tht:1 ot.hf.W woulcJ. :;:t Uthi ti. ~M! be pt'Bpal"ing and plalllning a 
front: offerwivE: op:~ral;l'.<:!l'l ~rt&J:.J.e t.h•E~ def~ctsl.ve (1perat;ion 1~as being conducted. 

The oojecti v e of n f':c•c,n(; (aruw} def'en.ii.1re operation is achieved by 
fulfHJ.ment o.t" a number -oFl'asks, the main ones or which may be: 

Infliction r)f" oa m.:.~ge on an er\t:my Of.'spa:ring to deliver an attack . 

kepelling of an enell'y offensive . 

-- Hoir.t\nr, or' as~1 1. gru~ct U.neo {.:.r<";; :::) an d pr cvl!nttng ~n ·~nemy breakthi'Ough 

in!;<:} th•a <'.ep tt; • 


Crush1.nr. of E':nemy grouplngt. t.hat J)enet.ra t e or break t.hrough. 

ReGOI/ery o f" a lost r ositJ.on.< 
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We used to consider three tasks: infliction of damage to an enemy on the 
approaches to a defense, repelling of an enemy offensive, and crushing of an 
enemy who breaks throuy,h. These tasks ar.e the baBi.s on which cooperation with 
the troops of the frc~~~ ~;-:d 2-J"r.l'f ln ti1;f~l'..::<! iz: or'~lli!:l!i::e:d. 

Let us beak" in 111ina that the definiCion of these tas~ takes into account 
the experience of the Great Patriotic Uar. It is necessary to consider that the 
enemy will create a grouping and may penetrate the defense, and it will 
therefore be necessary to repel a penetrating grouping of the enemy, [ 1 word 
illegible] crush it, and keep all rrve of these tasks in mind • . It is felt that 
in individual .cases, under conditions of employment of nuclear weapons, when, 
let us say, the front goes over to a~d."ense f'r•om the very first and has adequate 
nuclear Weal)O!lS or un<:lert<\ke.S a d.;tliberatf'\ tre.n.sitf.on to the defense, the 
objective of a fron.t defensive operation may be achiev·ed by performing a single 
tal!lk, Le. r intTic.:f.in~ <lamag~ on t.M E!l".\ailly ~n the approaches to the defense. In 
other- words, tn~ eD~~lY (~?.n take sucil nv.r:lear m· convent!Qnal damage at the very 
outset that ne ::tbl'!ndcns the ofr~ns.i1re, Rut t.hf.s li!(ewise (depends] on the 
circv.mstance5 :;;nd may happen rnost fre,~u~Jntl:; 1mder c.onditJ.ons of a deliberate 
transition ot the f.!'.~~ (army) to oet·en.se. 

To achieve the obJe~i.ive.:J ot' a frc.nt d.efensive operation and accomplish 
ta:sk.s, the theater collilll8oder in cili~'f·afid the &lpr~me High Command, when a the 
first; operations are being pr·eparecl, determine the combat strength of the front, 
Which may include 3-~ armies (including a tank army), or 2-3 armies and 1-2 army 
corps, frc;nt air i'.~rcas, ~-2 front mlssile brigades, and .1-2 111otorized rifle 
(tank ) diiiTiit..:ms unoex· fNn(. suiii~7d1nation. 1'his rdll give the .front, depending 
on t.he import;tnca .::f U'l;~··s·~~; !l.tegi <\ ads t t2-..?.0 mo\~l)!" izod rifle ancf '"Eank 
didsion!;, J .. t~ nlr ciil.:L~d.on~, .:md 3·-~l ,~ep~rat. :J air r•t:g.i.ment.s. But from the 
experi.en<~e; of d13i"en.:;.::: ir, b:le .r·~~>~•·s af t he. O:'e~.t Pat!'iotic War, it 1\ias often the 
case that if the front .went. over to defense, its strength was changed and its 
grouping dimi,l.~.snecf"·b:r, sc"'l' ,. a t:ank a:rmy; u:c.it::~ wero t;~en away and transferred 
to fro,,t.s thnt were [cond\lct.ing?] an ot'fensiv13 on the axis of the main thrust. 
But J.t is ()os:sibl.e that H', :1.ft.er a defE'rllS•:!, the front is slated to change over 
and cotrtduct :,.•.n ol't'ensitJe Ol>~rat.:ton, it. ;,rU.l reJn.:l.in af.the strength it had when 
conducting t?ra .~: t2~~~- oft\ m1lve nper:i \: hm .. 

rr a f:r'on t ls l;anduc t ing a def"ensf: on a coa.stal ax l s, it may have 
subord1.Mt~ · t t:l it larg €! unH.s of !;h~ nG\vy . i:n ~;ar t.icu i.ar , !naval base!!, coastal 
111is~1Ha al't!llery tml.t. ~; ~ Gi~~ vnHs of na11a ;. :t nt:'an t. r~r. 

A front ts C\ ~1S i Rne d a 7;one f or defmw13 . 'l'l'H~ wjci l;lJ of' the defense zone of a 
front Xs"'up tC\ 50(1 k~1 i n i~Ond1.t1ons of 3. HE!St.er•n tl1~~tE!!!' of military operations,
ancfas mud~. l?H 15{;0 kt;l i n t iie A!1 5. an theatnrs of J~UJ. tat·!' operations. The depth 
of def~~nl'!e nf.' a front fro ,~ tha f::.r;mrd t')df:!E! tCl the ).ast Hne is as much as 
350 km. -· ··----· 
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Disposition of a .~!.~~! defense 

Of great importan.~~~~; ~;)I' rm~Jcr~:;:;;. f'l;1 _-:;on1:'uct of a front (army) defen3i ve 
operation 1:: i;[·y~, s!::i.Hft.l dis~r.;·ai'L!on af ~ ~HJ d-alf~l!!il). 'Ihe dispt~sitlon of 
defense Of \;li<J l';.•Oi'.i ~ Uj'~.:! ak"ll(f :;__, iiCCO.-ci<ld Veo•y i.ll.llib al:.t~ntion il~ the 
"Principles" and~n-all our periodical literature. such as Military Thought • 

.DispoBltion of defel".lse, in contrast to the past, includes ~he following 
complett of interrelated elements: 

-- The grouping of front troops and its operational disposition • 

.-- The system of defer5e linest area:;;! and positions created in the defense 
zone of the front (army ). 

-- f'i"epar-ed st.rtk~s wlt.~ nuclear ~o~ea.pons ootn on tne approaches to the 
defense an<i 1..n t:ne .;epth i. 2 wmts Hleg:tble ) or th('! enemy. 

-- A new element is the system of integrated fire damage to the enemy, in 
front: of the.· torwal'.'d e<1ga as well a.-; in the event of penetration •Jf the enemy 
and oelive«"y of a .rr.c:?!!~ counterthrust (of army (;Qunterthrusts). 

-- The systeJD. of alr defense (whieh includes, for- example, the groupings of 
SAM troops of ti'ie fit'ont. ~!::- def'en~e), antitank {defense} (which includes moving 
barrage fire, e.nd al ,'Jo the lines deployed for the fr·ont reserves, army antitank 
reserve.$, ano moMle .obsta::le d(:Jtachmoillts), a.nd <.mf.l'Ianding defense. 

l'ho .:osy;st~:i:t of deftmse ·of l~i'J(~ fr ont anti army los [re.st of line ~ illegible]. 
EstabU.shlu.mc or tl.w t1•oop group1ngd L· ~ i;he ftrst or!nciple of a front defensive 
operation; gstablishlllent of the troop gro...pings in defens€ is a cc)111plex matter' 
sinoe t he i nl 'd.a tive jx~ ri~ t \:erm1ni. ng the a:r.is of thn~st; helongs to the enemy. · 
Therefore~ it h1 ne<!lls.Sai:"y C.o cmalyze the possible variants of his actions and 
e.stabli.sh a ~rC'upintr. and ope.ration.al disposit.ion that takes this into 
conslder:1tion. 'lit1e gNuping and opera!'. l. cmal <1ispos l U.on may depend entirely on 
proper ~'essment of tr.~ likely makeup o-f the enemy gr<1uping and the nature of . 
enemy acUonl). tt)e grmJt~ing; o:t' front t rOO!JS l n dHf:?. nsc l.s established by axes 
depending on tile possHl.hii actlons..oi'"trJ.e enemy, and it includes the grouping of 
troop.~ defending on t ha maJ.n ads, the groupings of troops defending on other 
axes, a3 well a:J eave: 1.ng troops v eountet·thrust gl'oupings of front troops, and 
group:l.ngs <Jf h•on. t ro ~.~ k et· t r oop,. , f l4 0 I"i! \:. ?.:i.r· l<WCE!'!v ?.rt!llt>ry, spec:l.al troops, 
and r,rcur j.ng:; "'5'f'"I hfl fr·ont rear ~et\d.·(;es. Th.ere is a.J.so a definite operat.ional 
dispcM t:T.ou Gf ft' •:i>l!t r,:()C:p:!. ' L e. I J.ocat. :l.cn c.i" ti'OOp~ , force~, and mea.ns in a 
def1.n1t.n sy:< t~.m '"C\ep~'lld !. ng c,n t h.e na ~ ;ur·,, of' actton:; or the groupings ant1 their 
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combat mbsion. Xt has a first and second echelon, a grouping of rocket troops, 
air defense troops, and other groupings. 

The 1mportar.tce o-:- ,;.-:.tE~!;H:-"lt!.llz thE o·ocf~1:l.ngs .~.'t t.roop8 and the operational 
disposition C.Ui.J f.11l:.;~.!.!J!.J] m·~ ~l'•t.J ~x.-~r i;;:•;;~ Jf tt1t.: G••eat J?at~·:l.oti.: War in the 
Central and &'uil'<m.:::t;h t-';r·,ml...:~. Tt1a i.A:mla·al Proltt, cooal"Jded by Roi<ossovskiy, 
fOOU8ed its lll8i.n sffort,;-on a 95-klll sectorwhere 24 divisions, or 58 percent of 
the motorized rifle divisions of the front, were concentrated. Ten of these 
divisions the commander placed in the-first zone of defense, 6-12 km wide; nine 
divisions in the second zone of defense, S-14 km wi~e; and five he placed· in tne 
army zone of defense. To defend the re3t of the sector, 200 km, he allocated 17 
rifle divisions. The largest nUIIIber of r·einfo.,.cements, as much as 50 percent, 
wera ln t.ha 13th Arll'lJ'· The avera(le [artiller•y] density of the artillery units 
and hrg~ units of the 'RVl";R was [ 36 per kilometer, 105 per kilometer?] on the 
axis ot the main thrust. It must be .:>rd1 that on this front the coDIDiander was 
able ~.o precHC'.t the ads of thP. Ger.me.n main thrust ..a.ther accurat.ely: the main 
thrust of the Germl:!n!l' \'!<'1S aimed r5.ght at t.hf;~ (:it.n Army of General (illegible]. 
The commandflr d~t.ermJ.n·:ar; the op~rat..tona.l d.Lsposi t.ion o!' the !~..!!.~: accordingly: 
the first echelon had ;. oombined-<~.rms armies 1 the ~econd echelon had the 2nd 
Tank AriD.V, andi hte reserve had 2 t<.nk -::o:rps. 

'l'i'le vorone?.n r·ront, CJommanded by Gener~l vatutin, nad difficulty deter•ining 
the main thrust of the C-P.rrn11n.$. lt was not the comlll8.nder's fa,ulti Harshal 
Zhu.W.ov's mell!oirs highlight thls pointj in. particular, describing Gen~ral Vatutln 
as an able, ener~etic, koQwleageable commancier. It was difficult to determine 
the directim' o!' ti1~ Gut'!!\~n main thrust, ther·e were :;;o many axes on which the 
GermarJS '~ould [ illt'!(JHll.v) ~ t1ut the !li.iitt ones were three. Therefore, the main 
forcefl were pla.ced in t.he oent.er and on tne lf!ft .side of the front, over a 
164.k!J\ Sl:.f~~'!:cll;, or• btO··tH!:\.t•cls of' the l..:mg[·.h of th~ front -- 12 divisions ln the 
ll8in ~011a,, 6 divl.s:Lon:~ in 1-.i)e se6or.d, cli!d one division in the army zone of 
defen..$e, t'm• !! coca) ol' ;:' ti .riJvisions Ln tl~.ese 164 k111. The greatest densities 
were e.!'lta1>l:!.stH!d in tlle !.loth and 'lth Gua.rds flrdes, but it was the 6th Guards 
Army that. r.,as a~h·~ked. TL1e German:; had established ver•y high densities and had 
a sh-·tO··One SUJle.dori.ty i.\1 tanks Rlm~e. l3!Jt ,. since 11; wa:; ha!'d t.o determine 
the main t.h:rust:J ot !;(1<; G;n•mans, t;h"' t'1•cmt conmande:r h>id c1·eatcd a ~trong second 
echolol!.. 'l'h·~ i:'i!'sf; H<:>heJ.on ha.<l ~~ ~ombirwa-arms armies. the se.conct had a tank 
army andi a c''~1h:\ nect-,~ !'Ills ;:ll'~\y, ilHd the )'eso:::1• \fe had thP. ·35th Guards Rifle Corps. 
True, the B.us:31E!.U.!I llal\ anci;!leJ• .retwr.ve fr-:mt there, to which, as you know, was 
attact'lad l~t'lt\ •.)tb (:uarci:~ :~am< !i.t•mlf ot' Genera"! Hotmistt·ov anc'i t.he 5th Guards Army 
of 1Qonera1 ztw.d•Jv. I'!t~!!'l~ a"~mta:;. launched a counterthrust em the 12th of July. 

'!h~t, 1s thE'~ :i.lnpor•t:.an:::;e f)f e.':;talolishlng t.1•oop groupings and an operational 
d1spozLtir·!~. E'·~~.·,.yUtfx:g t:J.spt:~nct:s CK1 proper' :s>.s:st:-:'!:1mr,nt Qf the nature cf enemy 
action$.. Cr':r'tl<l. t;tll~r· 'Jh.ll:m!'.:h:ln~ f:.>J' .ln:>t,;~nne, :in the BaJ.at.on defen.siiJ~'! operation, 
COJ("rec<~lj' a:o;:H:::~.!lf!d t.he ar.l:·; of thP. c;erman t.l1rust. and knew that the Germans 
usur.J.ll' tried to ddJYF.1r 8 strong ~.n.t ti.a1 ~1.ow 1 ~o he nreat.ed A Vf!ry strong 
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antitank defense with hundreds of company antitank strongpoints, mobile obstacle 
detachments and ant!l".ank reserves t.o turn back the strong initial blow of the 
German tanks. 

[We have seen] that during the war there was a first echelon, ~ second 
echelon of a tank ar'"Y and a combined-at•ms army, and a reserve of a tank corps, _ 
for example. ­

At the present time, a front's opel'ational disposition has two echelons, as 
a rule, wit.b. a comblnect-ar'll~e!'ve. 'fhe first ec:hel~n Clf the front usually 
ha$ ~ oo~b1. ned-13.1"'!11$ c-.rm1.es. A fir~t-ec:tl~lNl arm~r defends a. zonefS0-200 klll 
aero~~ t-he front; and tl1 ·~ depth of de.:f·1':-.n::.e of:' a first-echelon army is some 
100-120 laD, depending c·n how many defense lines it establishes {one main zone of 
defense plu~ cne or t•~o :'!.rl'!y cteren!.~ H<'l~s). 1~ f1.r:>t.-echelon army, in turn, 
beside.s [its om:t?] daf~n.s~, also us1. 1~.J. J.y Ms l:uo ec!1e1on . .s. r..n the main zone of 
defense the defense is usually occupiell oy fc.l4r motol'izeel rifle divisions; the 
secor.~ er.helon employs the t.ank c1hrisior. (or divisions). The combined-arms 

! . reserve is generally assi~ned as::;ault-lan<iin~ regiments and assault-landing 
battalions in an army. 

If first-echelon. armies occupy the defense at the border in an initial 
operation, they usually est&blish a secw~ity zone 20-40 km deep from the border 
to tL'!·! for~Jal!'d ~u'ite ai' Uw main zon~~. 

'Hw :;m:mui e~hG~Ion of tne front consists of a tank army or, tailing that, a 
combined-ums srmy (c:.c on<:~ \Yl' :iioie"antty ctt·p::;). 1'ne second echelon of the ·~ 
is 1ntentieo for c~o::l.ilfe~·ing a rr·ont count.erthru.st. an(ii smashing penetrating 
grouping$ of tl!~ enell!Jr. it ia-u:3uaLLy L'cat(~Ci soru'i'.t1.h::1·e on the front defensive 
line.s at a distance of 150-200 km t'r 'Om the:· forward edge. 

l'!1e comi:.~lmHt· ··amw rm:;'1rve of f.l"t1~ :tl'o-nl:. (:u·my} i::.: meant for tasks that come 
up unexj)'wtedly in the course of a front (army) defensive operation. Tile 
combined-arms rP.serve of a front usually contains a.n as.sault-landi!:!K brigade for 
combat.tinG e!ll:!!·tY farc<:H, 1ncil.;(fiug tan!:< f"orce3 that bz;~a!i.-through: and tank and 
motor!zelj--rH'l ~~ di v :l. .'!: :l c..m:; , ~· !i:li.c:h I)CCupy :u·eat: neal.' pr•epared defense lines. The 
reser•Jes ~M:!J i;1.~ l<.wat,~d: 3.t a <Est:.m~e of 100··300 km [ft•ora the for•ward edge]. 

Mc-tt.e1• elH1?r::11t ot t.l\e opet'C\tivJi.at tHsp<>s::tion of (.~:_~;!~ troops will be the 
grol1p1.ng of t!:!~l.~~ !'oc\w t. tro~Jp:;, 'f.~~1se arH t,he f.r:o~.~ mi:::>He bdgades 1 R-300 
anrl R··~OO. 'T'h>"~ R··100 b~:• .'l ga.:Je .f.H lee<'\ i:;,:;!d :K,rMl 60-lto km frcm the fc)!•Har.d edge, 
usually bey·~nli tile sP.·c.Jnc~ -;r.cn,,;; thE'. f{-9(l() l>r;.gade is not closer than 300 km. 
since .its 10i•HW 1iLt1\: of 1m.mcll :ta 300 kn. 'fh~...efora it is located at maximum 
deptt, t-o tl'~·. t' i. t. :.~<'-i' r.:,:.l:I.•!·""'-' iit.r :l !.< . ,·=~' i 11 .r~: · on. t ::-,.f tr:e :tr..~·.,-a.l·d edge ~nd <wen ln 
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the event ot' a penetratlon of the enemy to depth. Were it to be placed closer, 
it would first of all tit~ necessary to change siting areas in the event of a 
penetration and, secondp it would not nav~ 'he capability of delivering strikes 
directly in front of :::·};1 .:'t~·:";;;~td t:.:~;~' :·~· :3.g.;J.tt:::i: o. pci·Jt:!·~:tat!on of the enemy to 
depth. 

Further, the groupings of all· defense troops include army and front SAM rj}
brigades, which cove~ the main grouping5 of front troops, the r,rcn~ing of a~r 
forces, the front control post, the second echelons, and the reserves. The main 
groupings ofairdefense t.~;•oops noli/ include troops Of froift•Sl~bordinate field 
air def~:nse as well as the corps anct •1iv:151J.on.s of centrar.:5ubordinate air · 
defense which perform :t.hei~r tasks in !;heir established boundaries (that Is, the 
forces and ll'.~3lla c)f Air Defense of the Country r sincg they cover groupings 
within lY.lr11er m:U.H2.ry r:a.stdcts ancl gr-oups oi' forces). 

1'he air f'JrOeS [7.!'C'lllp:tD!l includes fl.1~.ht.el:' ~ qy,i.~ter-bC\IMber 1 and bomber air 
divltdons anf.r a:rmy avlat.ion. 1-'rrmt. a.vlati 1.ii'l i.s lo,~a.ted someWhat deeper in the 
we::otern t!te~.te;t".':l cr r~.f.Hta.r:t operaff.ort!r· fo!:' .<1 front defense. As fo::- the far 
eastArn theaters of military operations, it is hard to say what is deeper; 
regarale.<J.s c,f rroel.;her· 11; is offense or defense~ there b simply no depth where 
the::;e fi(;lds coulci be con.central;eci. At•iJly aviation is located at a depth of 
50-8<» kill, fi¢.!:.~:- anal attack aviation no closer than 'i00-l50 kll, t'ighter-:-bomber 
avial<iou 15u-~u0 k~, anti bol!lber a·vlation somewhel'e over 200-2~0 klil .from the 
forwarti eci~e. 

~:. fl'ont cr·~aa.t.et\ l-3 a.nt-.itank L~es-er •!es. and 811 aruy i-2. In a front the 
antiwiik'"re!e~·ve, is tJ·te· ant.ltank a~.·tillerj t·!:·igade. a r-ather powerful brigade 
with four autUL\nk ootr;,lli ::>n~ c? 1d:t~d Gnmpos:U:J.o;~" 'fl''l·ere are 10:0-mm guns and 
antH;~nk gv,iaeu: ,. ,~s.:~ll!!c·:, <:'-3 ~:' obilc' ot··:,!·.a.c.:u~ d·=t.;;:Ghl)tents (ground-ba:~ed), and 
one Cl!~ ttto tuc-'ll.:leopt.~r-nlt..~<;r.ted lr·.:•i>~J.e obst.:.~.cle c\9taehments in a fro~.~· 

lli ao.(a'.;t<Jn,, f;(~~~n·eJ,,: . ell~rP.tmts of t.l~;1; opera.tlmm.l tUsposition of tl'oops of a 
frofilt. il!.!!Y b."'t .g.:l.t'to1·ne. la. ndln~ t'or-c(l·t:: 31Ki ra ic.Hng ·de ta.chments. The Gomma.nder of 
the-~klti~ ·~i:Uta!'y tl.lstt•tc: ~., CoL Gen. 'i'a.:?;ov (no•• tn the Far East) r..r·ote ln 
HilH.;).ry· Tt!c;Uf!~•t ~"' !g.lj.l{. tt>a,t. t.I.1E' f:!aHle Mi·) _, ln Uv~ eourse of <::x:ercJses whi~e 
del.i\,r~&rinrt: a ft'OI~t ccn.mt~·rthru::.t, cr·~;;,te:u a f!."OT:1t oper·attonal maneuver group, [4 
woro~ tnr.,~itTEi1:- . --- . 

_q s::p.o.;·at•.! (3lf'm~mt o.i' th-'! op•3f's,t.i.oz;c:d d.ispo.sition of front troops may be, 
now 1~ comii t,:i.ons ot' r.he (!T.'teation ol r•e;Joi'Lna.i.$.sancE;/str.-ike and 
reor:lntJf.lli.!J.S6!"ce/!':tr•a •:I(JIT:p.i.~xel'1 tho;, gre<t1p.t.nu; of fr·.:;nt rv~'!<:mnaissance/stl•1.ke and1 
reccnillaL.~;.ia~K:':~/ fi"·~ c.:omrJlt!ze~. 

I~ r~~r·t~:-~r· ,;_;l,?.J11ent; of t.flE'. dlS[ICJS.f.t.ill{l of' a defE.fCJ.S~ 1.:'1 the syst.em of defense 
limw 1 &!t'rCl<'!fl, fi,!i') p<?;:it,tnM, 'ii'rAe.t. l~E:fens~ Hnes &;~fJ est,ablf.sher.l'l First of all, 
tbat,'! 1.!! t,t,,~ rcr•ts.rd :~.;!c;·Jd i;y >;c.ne, 20~~0 k.n d<:ep, Its purpose J.:l to clelay an 
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enemy orransiva, ren!al the axis of tl1t~ ~lain thrust, and force the enemy to 
deploy snd o~_:>e:rat6 on inconvenient ax,es, It is u~tually defended by forward 
detaohment$ of' [Hord 1.Hes1ble] d1V1.$ion<~ ot the first echelon, and these are 
reinforced motoi"ized :•1.ff'J;,) :mri t .c::r/f ·,, _:!&hr ~7J l~d , :'i.7JC: .1~;••unc; [word illegible) 
defend1.na; o::·. [;:2 ·;!.:.t·dr; i.llJg1">:;,_,3}. 

Next come·:1 t.hs main zr:m.e of defense 1 whlch is for inflicting decisive damage 
on the enemy. The main zone is defended by the first-echelon divi~ions or the 
front and army, generally by sotorized rifle division. The depth of the main_ 
zone of defense is 20-25 kll. A main zone of defense usually has 3-4 post t .ions 
-- two for the first-echelon regime:,'Jt,,:~ and o:r.;e or t110 for the second-echelon 
regiments. 

'l''hen there <t:re one or two any dlefense Hnes. The first army cfefense line 
is occ:upi~d by t.ne secor~d. ec~. elon ot ~m !:!P!I!Vi t-.hes<J are tC\nk or motorized rifle 
divl~1ons. The i'lrst ar~11y detensh•e line i..S prepared 40-60 1aa back from the 
forward edge. ln ttl~ Gr~a.t. f'".tr;.ot.i.c !ia!"r 1.n pe.r.t.'-cu.lar' in the Kursk Bulge, the 
depttl Ot" tht1'. llla.fcn ?.OM ot ·i()fCll~Hl lf7;;!..:.'l 5··7 ;en, end t.1'le Cl.f.~trutce fr~m the forward 
edge of the raa.i n zone to i;he second zonf.: a m~re 11-12 km. Mow, as you see , the 
llla1n zone is 25 !':Iii, a!'Jd from the fo~wa~d ooge of the main zone to the forward 
edge of t'tle first army line is 4.0-60 1<111. 'that is t.he first army linei the 
secc:-;d army <iGfez1se l i~~, to e$tal>l ish aepth ot defense, is usually defended by 
aray or front-. re.~erves. 'l.'wo front lines are estabHshed; the f'irst fi'ont line 
is ~ack T5'0-2oo km t and the SEicoiia <.'50-30u kDl 
zone. !hey arre occupi.ed by front reserves ··­
d1v1.sion.s, n land1ng-a:J3a!lJ.t bl"igad,~, m1d the 

Ht> ·s~' 'ie .~ l.:!!is 1 t.lwr·.~ d.i'!.; iD I;t~rdlt:t :,on lir;·ss 
diV13iOn 1 l;ln:i !JI'l,~i( in !·i'!l <:l.~'t'l'..1< or fx·cn~... 'IiJey 

from the torward edge oT"the main 
separate· motorized ri.fle and tank 
secorh~ ech,Jlon of the f!_£nt. 

ao<i po~rt!ons -- positions In a 
a.r ·e ~.u!;ablished to preVf!l'lt the 

enem~r ~':rQnr ;JPl'eiMi .!.r•g (~ut irJ t.fi-~ ciir~lcH(Jr! of the flanks ( i.. e., in th~ event of a 
penetration), ami thesE'! ,i;,l{l'i;erciiction .lines [10tli be':'J t.he line drawn i'or conduct 
of a tt·ont co•.mtl:1rt;l1r!J.:!it~ (m~illy ccunter·UJ!:'UHt.s). Renee ti'le distance bet~l'l een the 
line~: -is";,_,"'~ 40- 50 l:m behmen anrry .Ltne:J, <<nd. up r.o 'WO b(!tween f!.~~nt ones. 
Tha idea i~ tint. thH E<O <?.>'IJ •lanliOt nt$gG l~iat~ th:ls sp.3.ce quickly, and at the same 
t1111P. H r~t·!f1ts OU!' t!'OOiJ:'!> ;'ln tile af."i;w Clllii fL"cnt t;o [hold these lines with} a 
large 1JrC1!p1;;. ~ to d;~H'.Te;. a ccu;; t·~ r i:: hrust oii-tl?.ci pene·tra:ting grouping of the 
enemy. nne more zone is or ll'~Y he established. Behl.nd the main zone of 
defense ~ .or1 tb.e m;rJn lH~e.'l.v a;;.p,.s of en.-~J1l.Y t.hrust.s, there may be a second zone of 
defens~J~ or au !ln!c·.>-••l'lied1ate de,f'eiii::•e l:Lns .. It is prt!ps.t"ed and occupied by 
depar tJ.ng fir n r;, -~·t.l h~2c,n tmEf. <~!111 fo!''F8.!'c! ~m it.s of th•:, ~e. cond echelon. 

A f:~ont. m:va.nv lif:$ r;.c.dt of H. :~ fr.•r ~~·~ s .fi!'ld T;' ~~c>, n!:l crmc:entrated :i. r, the first 
echf! lQri·..··~~·fl':at :L<:. ;:t,,r .:i t :Ls ~e;l.J.f:d t!w ~;!'IJ. ri ;o;0n& ,~f .;;ef,~rJsc. But mor-<!.! and more 
authors ar•<iJ tr:;;~!.•~t!. nrr tr,ar. rl.~ al!'nly :'l.h.m!J ;~ M · 11.:ay h:Jo.v~ bu~. 
the fLt' ~'• 'L er:i1€:1.CI";: and [{E(f/ ;·,hr-: maln for· ,~e;:; ln the: ser.:oncl 
aut.h•.:'\I' ha~·. jc:l.r>.t":d. ~.fi1! pi"OpCi;.>:lng u~~a~ ~~b:: Er?:!'IJ: ~() JJ.k<::tdse· 

part of it:r; forces in 
echelon. And ncm an 
-·· have part of t.he 
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forces t~nd mean-s, SB'J one-third, :l.n the fir-st echelon, and put two-thirds in the 
second echeJ.cn, and reserves in order- to have the capability to counter enemy 
thrust:.. If t£1a ads of \~he thrust and ti1e nature of enemy actions is [2 words 

. illegible] 1t is ;pos.:-. :::.J.;; dUE.:- i..:· c:.. :.:::!.iJJ. .l zcw.; d' !.l~o:f~n.!.ie on the axis of the 

main enel!ty ~.i.:~·:l;!;~ .:.;~ · tc. .:;<>.'UII.Si' ;, ~;.;ur,i,. .;!·U;r'uiJt, ~Lc. Hut 11Pi•J.n.::.lplcs11 still 

elect the Oloil.iuli wl'~l• t<•t:r lCtJ•g;:: pat•i;. of 1'orc~.s atu:l means of the front and army 

in the first echelon, though it is not out of the question that some-instances 

may see a [s1!181l?] part there -- but then this will not be the m?.1.n zone of 

defense~ but the first defensive line. (And the main zone will be the first 

army line.) 


Tile next important element is the syst:em c;f prepar·ed strikes with nuclear 
weapons. Strikes are pr>epa.red acc.ordl.ng to enemy troop concentration areas, and 
also on the l.fnes ot' Hkaly enemy deph"~ymt'!nt in cC1111bat tormatlon while 
approachin@' tr..A torl<•ard ~ctf',e, <~.s WIP.lJ. i>'!l f · U.r:~e UlegPJle). 

'i'here wf..U Of" a syr.te~ t;>f Jnt~~~~atE':!JI nr·1.ng on t.lle enemy tlhich !.ncJ.udes 

prepc>.red stri.k-an 'fH.h nuclear tl'ea.poliS 1 the syste~ c·f pl:"epared strikes by rocket 

troops ~ith con•JentionaJ. mi:Jsl.le~, and strikes of artHl.ery -- massed artillery 

fire! rolU.ng t'<'rrag~s of' -..rt!llery flre~ nred oo.rrages of artillery fire, and 

prt-cislon nre of ?.t•Ullery -- on the l.ik:ely axes of ·the enemy offensive. 

Artil.ler-y f'ire is also established fot' the eventuality of army and front 

countertbrusts. An important element of ttle system of integrated fll'lng on the 

enemy will noll! he ~t.rJken of t.he rfl(;onnai~s?..nce/strike and renonnai.ssance/fire. 

complexes Clf t. h~ . !:f.?.!1~ a_nd army. 


Tile $:j·zt~!l; of n.1r d:~.t\; ::;::!e 1:> al :.:,<:t ~t'tr.<mlzed :!.n a tmifi.ed systee: a!"•d includes 

rada!." r-~zom'l'ii~= L?ar; •.:H! Df' i:.h~: ai:r t:net~y, l:.hf> sy.2.ten or fi~ht.er air co·'/er, surface­

to-all."' o.is:JLl ..e. cov··.n·; and UM sy:;;t.;;n nt ~~ootrol a.f uiir defense t.rocp.s and 

flght.et~ a~Jta I.. J.oa! oi !;!';~ {~Q~~ aJ.r for.'c1.~:::;. 


':i.'t'Jare w..nl. b·~ a syst.•?='i t;tf antttanlr defense whicl1 incorporates a.rtillery fire 
on ~t:~ ~ tank :l a~g:1 I JJi. :n~ at1o.i units c·f tho;, enemy, line$ of deployment of anti tank 
res~•·•Jes an•i mo1~.ile "t~ta.r).;. ~:· d6·t.achm•>'nt.s, Jr~d abc; [ 1..-ord illegibl•?) of' · ant Hank 
mean~ of [word illegible} large unHs and units. 

':l1'.1e~e wJH !:•.:: ·a :S3•::sll~ro of antilandL-;g defens€ ' . 'fhls means combatting enemy 
airl)IJl:"'tle lanO!:lnf: 1'cn.:•~$ L:~ ~<c·r. (js tlleg.U::.1eJ ail"hnd c·pG:l~a:tion. Th.is is 
ess0•1tlally t.h~· cteUvery of sti~H, •e;":; t.Q ti:JE: run c:..:~~t11 of ti:'ie di.spo;;,ition of a 
trcmt.. CJr· r;no~r rlf.i.tb ~ ; ht;;. s :.i. !f:' '' ltt~.n:.ov.r:: lano:Hr.g of airbcJrnl!! forces in the depth and 
[8c'fi.on'r .1 ot opara'I'Jon:~J. groups, which t.he enemy caL!.;; 1;mobile r,roups'' and we 
Call 1;1!!S;fi"lrt~'='.r!' f:\'C!t!;JSH • . 

1"'!1,,,.,,. l·:n.l. 7:tf: i.!. ~.: :;.' >'I tem r..f enr,lnf.•~!':' c.b.:=: t~. d ·as. Xn pa.J'Ucular [3 t~ords 
llleg~ bJ.?.1 c~ ::rw·~·r.t :t.imr:l. •1hn tAdc.c!, :;a)!, explr:-.. ~J.vE': t::bn t..aclP.s ahead of the forward 
edg..,, ~s wel.l. ,.~~,, mJ,::!f.!~r ,:tt:~t~c?."•'·' (.ll'i th~ rm~t llnpol'tant e.nc1 mo~t. llkel.v axes. 
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The!:e are the 11aJ.n elements creat.ed! 1.n the zone of defense of a front: the 
groupinf, of tt.roops ~.md its operational l:l.:i.a}lVsition, the system of defensive 
lines, areas~ and po.7.1t:':r.n:: )J.H!l!: -:tr;J :'t:-'e-:::1;.;,\l .Ll ··;~J{! <::orw !Jf defense of a front, 
and the sy::1 b :n 'l f l•~ ·;;ur:;t '>:. ~: ;:;~ 1':!!'s ..::;:).ill:;;t,:£1 t;;; t.::;.e ~r.:>,.\J. --

PrrinciL,Ies of prepariltion and conduct 
cf a !!:!!!!! defel'llsive operation 

The preparation of Ill front defen.s.tva operation includes a large complex of 
measures. .Naturally, tbe basis for all!. the measures for preparation of a 
defensive operation Is the decision of the front cc>mmander on the conduct of 
defen.!le of the f ront:. - ­

fin important mea.s~1r.-~ Ls Lbe C1eterllllnat.'r.on a.nd ASsignment. of tasks to the 

trOO(lff. A cif':ft:m.se .t mp:i.J e.-:~ •· it the t"rnnt haS jl(~F}n rorced t.o go t.o the defense 

(t'rom ofr'~MP. t.o C.·~fr:m~;.<;: ;i t .~?.mos t l l.~~~.Y~ a. r egroup.'i.ng <Uld change of troops and 

thei~ occupation of assigned lines, areas, and positions. 


An iDiportant element oi· prepar-ation ot the operation is organization of 
nuclear and conventional tiamagc to t.ne enemy, organization of air, antitank, and 
antH!lnding def~mse, crgar.izat.lon of ~ounte!."preparaUon if contemplated, 
preparation •Jt' army and fr-:-::1~ co\.mterU!rw>ts, organiza.ti.on of cooJ:.oeration of 
troops, engineer prt;:rl8ra~IOn-of t.he zone of defense, organization ol' all types 
of support. (l)perational, special 'r.echni,!cll, :-z&~ services, [ 'i word illegible) 
reconu.xLsJ~.r!;;~ a.:·1~ G t.l"1 r~r· t.n:>E~s of O:!t1ppo!.•t.} t <:•r.·gaDJ:?:atlon of tl"oop control, 
mon1!; •:lr1 11~: of' ·(,h•z, t"~:ll..:Ho:;~, ; r•.f tree' ~';:; , r:::!t,:;·.b1. .lsrut•":nt ;;.. nd pr,;;pE:<- positioning of 
suppl ie~s o.i t ft3. t>:: •i"' iE~ J o '!'tV:': .'!H!<C"[Uf:f:,(!E< ,:.:;' \:h<::~':. ~t, e .:..~:ur·e:s ~·md t.he lil'Oork of commanders 
an.ci ~ t.aff.s '~ :i .U. t.l.epHD!.\ c:n ti:Je 
·prepared . 

J.mportant fEtCtors l .v l~!. l i~H~ 
defE~nse, l;be type nf w·e<:\poc-;: s 
natllre of combat activity oi \;be t .roops of Ltae f~:~-~~: and the enemy at. the time 
the t.'x·ont. i''<:,:: ~ :· n'~!i l;c:;,&k::.1 t'c.or the <i:f'Jf•~m~:·t\, ~'lnd the av~~ u~.bHHy c1f nuclJ?.ar, 
SPflt~'i.;r.- ·and C!Or?.v:ent;ioll'e,l;. ~1~1,;.;pm1:> end 5u~·pUf:: :: of ot.her mat. erl~l. 

i.:hl~ r' ronl; conm·r~md~r makes the dec1s :ton on the ba:~ls of thorough study of the 
tas~R an(fcor~prehenstve evcd.uto.tfon or t.he s H.m:ition . Naturally, the most. 
impor·i'.M t (~ ·::. ;~: c.F.·~·,t 'Cll' th~~ i'~·-:~r1 i; x·~llil i <lll(l'8• ' ' B ·: 'l ..~ t. errm~ r..'lt f.em nf t'r>e f1K!!~ of likely 
enel\1~ ' thrl.lStH ;:,~\(') t.hfJ · ~r ~:~ f.j6j; cf trnop gr,·mpl.:l~S em t;heRe altes. ()t~her elements 
are t-.he m~thods: of !Ji!:.i:;.\.;1g the a<l vanc .i. us_.: enet,li' and the operati onal disposition 
of tr·oops nf t.h·~ front. H;c CC£1mander 1 r1 dec:Lsicm for· the defense must 
necet.."!arny prr.v.J.de for ~ .S;rstern of tfof(ln!ivfl Une~ •. areas, and positions .. 
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Natura.Uy~ if the;: fr~o•~t a.ssv.JUe3 ~~he dil:t'ense l'l:l.th advance preparation, it uy 
have all thc:le llL,es . If lt has had to go to the defense, then not all these 
lines oay be eat.a['>lished. A main zo;•~, Oii€. army line 1 and one front line - ­
the~e must nacessarP;r t1r. t:.!:>~n.~H s:>;:,; , rr tJ nc•. :La. ::,vr:Habl£:, the front 
coeander, ~o '.!p:i.:.\:!.: t:,f.. d r:.:::l"":l.:;;..:J ;:.~·.:e; [ .:; ! < .1 .::a,:;·n • LO;;;;u.:.:lly cal."l·l~::i'"O'iit a 
regrouping ~•;• ;;i•>E: Lerra:l,&, 11ili;;.ri, H ' t>N~reu ir, ~avanctl, is dont~ while it is 
still peaoeti.me. In border m!lH.lll'y districts and groups of forces, ir defense 
is contemplated there, an lnc.oming couander will 1 as a rule, hegtr. with an 
operational field trip and update the tas~s of the front troops. Nor is a 
regrouping completely out of the questlon if the~e is time in the event of 
deliberate ti•ansition of front troops to the defense. 

Pl~nnir.g of a. front defensive ocEn'ation is done by tasks (to be done?] by 
front tl:'O(\pS to car..ry:'G';;;t; tne ob j~ct:lves of the opera.tion in the Ukely 
dJrect.lon or a(jvar.ce nf the eneNJ' [2 !.rOr(/B :Ulegtt-.lej ot combat actions of front 
troops. The tJOSt dP.taHed plam•in~ is devntea j~o tne deHvery cf the first 
nuclear str:i~e, t.ne ctmouct ot' Hr~ cmmt.e.~prepar~.tlon, toe repulse cf an enemy 
offensive in f.r.cmt of the .fonrard MZB ~ tne conr.ht~t of conr.bat act.ions beyond the 
line~ of the main z~ne, and the delive•.'y of counte~thrusts [line illegible]. 
Plannlug a defensive operation involves developing a. pla.n whose basis ls a 
genenl operation::tl part (just as Jn preparation cf an ot't'ensive operation) on a 
map with attachll'ent of an eJryJe.nator.v text. St.arti1~~ ;;.t the ruaJn zone of 
defense~ ti'JEt distance: to the Hrst army Hne h I~0-60 km. 1his is regarded in 
the front as the tactical z;;~e of df~fense. Next, oeginning with the forward 
edge-;r-t~e arwy line (~0-60 km) to the full depth of the fror.1 is the 
opera.!.; l oual :!~ ·~·ne of : i ·~.f\mta , ,. 

ltlso <ffe 't·t)l.opeci, ;J,:; in an ofi:'•;,ns i \'-:: op.;Jn. t.i.or.<, : L~ a ~lau of tr1€ first nuclear 
stril'e' !I 'IJl i'S'i ol' r:.. •.-": (;()~tn t.<:::.t' ·Ji'•~i)l'l 4'i:'.l;J.(I1'1 ( i.r ,::ont.enn;;la-t·~d I, & pJ.an of front 
troo~ pl:"ep8r:r.~ '\jion in an air 01: ai.i· def~:;Jse e;pex·ation·, a pl~o of antHanding · 
defen:Je 1 n p.tan uf Oi'JillbHL ~11ap!'J>Y~ten ;, ,1f b1·~~nci'1 at·nts and specia 1 troc1ps of the 
front., ana aJ.~'' planH fm·- H.ll i.yoes nf :.>upp•1rt c1!' t.he front defensive operation, 

. recoiinalaMitlf:·!:l , engJ. tw~~r c!flli ehe~J.cal .:JUNu:n·t, el·:J~t.roii'Ic~iarfar~ ' etc. I which 
are co.!lpow'mt.'i oi' t.ht! plnn .. 

H; i~ ~:yp:!'cal t(1flt- Ur~ p1•ep~. :cat i.m:, and fire damag.e-- t.o the enemy ls _planned 

with ~}.!. tasks wnich fro~t troops carry out . ~Y, for instance, .the task of 

front t .X' OO:il:l lil to h :l flji~j erlertlJ on the appPQ;lC}i(!S to t-.he defense t fire 

couii"t:erpr~ptu••al;1on t s ciom:. !.f' l'\•ont t l'OOp<S ai' Q performJ.og a task o f repelling 

a.n i<!Pil!liY ofi~'er. rr:'lv· • > .l~ .h·e ~; ,, repnJ.-the nnemy •)f. t\m.sivc~ is planned. T.f f!"OJ!~ 

trC'~oplJ- are f·1~T't'V1'l!IJI '-g i;i~H r;21SI.(. <lf fi<)}.;;IJr,g J :! !'ll: ~~ and pos:;_ tiC!lS 1 fJre· S.upport Of 


troops f.s p l.Wi!~M. F!'t)!:J~ ~nd 3.rt.y ·~ounf;HrtlH'IJ.:;i~;:; ana, consequent.llr 1 il new stage 

of fil·~~ St1p;:~.:-rr. Ir: ctr~"t·~r,;_;,:J invoJ_ , , ,~:'! :"ite :wppo:• t o'l t1•oups in t.h~ r:r:nduct of 

fr~!1~ and -llJ.'!r.Y \J,?UI'! t.~t't.hr :ml:.~. 
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In defen..'!e the average standaH'd operational-l;~wtical unit [word illegible] . 
of fh•e d81il;!.fl.O oi~ the en<emy is ta!<en t:.cl· be hitting of 30 pel"cent of the nuclear 
targets of' tha enemy st.r•J.ke gl·oupinr~ ·;~nt:'..li~ dl~iJ'lClJring and conducting a defense to 
hold a rmf.!l ~:one of c':-:1.f'c:crlr:-, H J.~ : c;):~·~'~'\n<:'f'd t;IB t t.a a ·:1-.0!;pth of 25 km 
det'end!ng t. :..o;,;.: [!.L!St 1;1. t; :;,a j.)<;! e.mt ·.;;t· U;::! ::.:11 g,;!.,;;:'] cl' (;!Jc u:a!1: strike 
grouping of liiJc vli~iotji. 'l'iJiu corl~lu~t·al;iiJil is us~ to ~ettl'lliine ~h~ 
reinforcement of first-echelon troops of the front and army and to compute the 
density of fire neans per kilometer of front.--oensities of firinr. me~ns are 
understood 1.n conne~tion with recoima1s3ance/str1ke and reconnaissance/fire 
means. Th9y c:annot. be cons:!del!'ed as they ~rere during the Great: Patriotic War. 
lbere are gr~at capabilities f'or maneui/'erlng ~"ire with the use ot' 
reconn~issance/strike and reconnaissance/fire comple~es. 

~. ft~~~~ c:ef~n.s1. •re op.\;r.atlon IJIRJf t;egln Vl'l.rfN1S ways. During co~duot of an 
opera.t.ion w·nn ct:.nvant.fonaJ. weapons .. a. C:t,~ :< ·,"':n:::ti\'e c-peratlon may, depending on the 
conoltionf:~ heflin YHh the repe:J.:..tng of E'lleJ!fY aJ.r· .sl;t'ikes, the can<:!t!ct of t'ire 
cou.nterprepM•at.!m::. f1.r.~ J.nt:er·<Ucttcn r~r the <:>.r.tv.:m·~e .3nd df'pJoymen.t. of the 
ene111y 1 attd !f~;,·~! r.l'!p~l:U:.nf!. o.f a li'~ a~m>.1.~U. tHt.h <H~vanr.e pr-epa;:-at.J..on of the 
det'ense ~ f.~:~~~ t: r<'<'Pli$ ~til:t repe). the enemy s tr il<e with a preestablished 
defensive grouping at prepared line~. 

J:n a riefense oncupied in a short r.i111e under enemy pressurer when the front 
has not esU.bli:shed a dE'fens:ive grov.p!TJg~ a defensive operation may begin with 
repel.l:.i.ug Gf .st.r:i.k{•s in the troop tii8p<.)Siti~Jn in which the previous combat 
action, i.e.~ the oi.fensive, was being concil1cted. 'l.'.his is the most difficult 
varia.nt, t.r; t~e> h·om •:·:ffe;rJd\1•.: t.o V:eff;n$.;: anc; e.stal:•li.sh defensive tr·)OP groupings 
under ";~1~· ·::-:..r p.('..!!.lttur ·~: .• . 

Jll.H:·i.•l~ aoLi.'.>rt~· wJ.'r i1 ;:nc''· ':UI" ~l<'<lG·:•n:.-., ::: 0'(~:f·.;1fl ,!'.LV·:: vf.JEH"¢t.lon ma.y b.e~;in with 
rept)ll:illm" u!" . ·~r.:<~ : my :rllli.:l •..!ar: ~:t.r. ·!k~ a.n•i -:~1H'V(~K'J' of ~1:1(1 f:.i.L';S;t '..IUl\leal' strike onf:lt'.:

the "'r•E'l'li:f. Jif'l;,::;r 1.'.::[.'$ll.b1S' of t.~'\'?. 01t"my WJCiee:1k" .S l;.r· i.kt:: and ue:J. i.lo'N"Y of the 
firs\< m;;c},r;;r;x r.h•::i.kl: C· z~ \.Of,t,·Pt'ior.-H.y \:.a:q~r:t.s, ~· li-':lps m\i.St lJr:! · ta\<r:m promptly to 
ascl8.ri:.a.in tile ~~ ii:~.P.t\·. f.on ,;,;!(:, i:.h<. r;,,c•fi!IX•·<:itlm; of mu• 011'11 and enemy t.roopst to 
rest.or·e: ·:1·:."•ntrl)1. .nr.;,:: ~IJI!I~r~t effcc:t.fv<:•r, ~f; .~ 1 ,;,z:,-:1 .:1lso to .:;.st.ablJsh mlnefi13lds, 
lncl•;.dtng rill'r;1~)~'.:r i~· iT if!, fl't:, .V:'; s. · 

St1b.Sf;qm,n1:. r;;::,milclt. c;r;t;ic•ns m:;,l be c:,:.:,;tuet.ed on .se.uE~ra.te axes wi th a limited 
COillple,Jent of troops • iorce~, and means. If nece!3sa.r.v, the front coMander may 
make 'J~Klclt·..;.<d or n,~~Ji cl~('L'?. i()TJs" !J:ncier· ff.!\rr:>r·8bl.e condi cion~;t a::s-· ·the '1Ptinciples" 
point out., O:d 'atJc'd.1.lf5 t:r·Ct(!fL!.I, .:.~ft.·:.H' ttl(~ fi·: ·f;l:. .;md ::H!itlSl'!C,lllent nuclear strikes , 
must r.·1r;nr·alm.'.J' .'!O cwn." · k .l t·n.r:. :.fffll!si:>"e rri !::!"' ~J . s. r t. m' ;.\J.l fcwr.as to fln.tsh off 
the .Cippr;.•.".ling ,r:,:r •e.~' Y l'.r·oo(/ :' , In th J.::. •;~ ;~.:7,~, em 0ff:'P.n .::~.ve opt:!':lt5.cm is p}.annect and 
or@'&!d ~er:r ;.;•1 U: rJ 1~.1~'.\. i:<":C, (; <''ftl {~!.•~>:!<; r t. cf the ( ~:1.• r'1 .' 1•.1 'cr!f'.] t!"ocps, f'oreP.s, ani'! 
mear.•n. 
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If ths ~nem~r !llllnages to renow the off'erisive, all available troops, forces, 

and l!le&ns !:U'G IJS<I)d f;o Npel f.t o 1:"h~ most eombat-ef'fective large units and units 

are [ HlegibleJ on the ma:ln axmJ. 1.'ne 1.11ain fo1·ces of defending troops are sent 

to hold the most f.. mr,..:~:: t . :J:: r~ t:~· •.=s:~ n ~! :~ J. .t~le.::, 'J>l.i ~:!.::: tc I.'LiJ'!! out .an enemy that 

has broken ~{;.:":;;~;;); 1. dt..J::..:,k,;.t·· nu~:lc-.a.· ~-~.\ r.:.~ · ;; .;~I:J•i;~c3 a:.1 ii.ill!, c.:.:1li .:~liver 

cotmterattaci<~ l;lu"ld uouu iie.t"tihru.sts. 


When defense is conctucted witlll nuclear weapons as well a.s Hi t.h conventional 

ones, troops acting in the forward security zone of the front hold their 

occupied l)osit!on.'J and during the preparation of sir and art1J.ler,y support 

inflict maxinum losses on the enemy, forcing him to prematurely withdraw his 

111ain forces. It .is nec~ssary, at l <!ast i'roH behind the forward security zone, 

to ir.'e!IUfy the ads of t .he main tllrust 8~d [project-] reJP.force!l!ent of the 

defense on tne Qlain a:tes in tlme. 1'o def.\eive the enemy and get out forces out 

from ur.tder his str•ike, e~pecially in '[hf; <"'il\'J?~t of an lmTDediate tnreat of the use 

of nucle~t' waapC'nl.". par·J:. (If toe tJroop8 of the sec.:>nci ecnelon aud reserves, as 

wen as some •.m:.u.~ «.nt:' J~!"re Bl'l\t.~l of NJ~~r,;t troop~ ~.no a.l!"t.tller!f ~nd air 

defense t.roop::.; e(·<..'l tliJ: itiOVt'H'1 tCI pr,·e!~·z · nr:' ;).rns. 


1.he expe~ience of the .Great Patriotic War tells us that initially, when the 
possible statt of an ena~y offensive ls detected, it is still necessary to carry 
out troop <;nange:s a{lci e:spec.iaHy changes ot coratx-ol posts. 1nere is a typical 
exa01pie iu ttie tiryan::sk .Fr-ont In thf.! fit-st German offensive in September' and 
early Octobet- · j~llt 'i . when ··.front cont.rol pos\~s were iot:ated for a long ti11e in the 
saasa places ·anci the Uenan~-'kT;etl t.hea1 ~11; tr.ey first hit all the control posts 
and the t'rur t c.:n'u>anliel• lt,:<r i; eontro.'1 at'' i;i'w t:~· tmUf:!:.. This has to be kept in mind 
al2o in iiii<f;-;~;i's ·~~tm.d it.icns .• plrt.ic~~1ar 1 v Hh~n strHces C;an be delivered wU.h such 
gre:att acc;·m\a•>.tr f.:;. HO!"dn Ll·~gib};~J ou1 ole<}t.J•on!u ~eans, 1ne::tu·:Ung control posts. 
At ti~~ ::>a!ii•'~ U.!:~(~r tr) tH!Jii3htW :-£<!: :rl'! t.:;e ::<: ·~. cond >::\t:!le\ t)l!.!> aga i \"q,$t, ~th!ch: str-i.kes are j,

c 
l"'
. I 

pl?.11r;e~ ['):tr;t;• :L:C.\<: : ~~.b.:L1;. 'i. W11~n tt, . \~ b dc.1~e 1 ~~~. l..he 11 i!t•inc:iplt:;~;,r·. p..'Jint out, the 
sect,11d ecM:.\t.>rL!J :.m•i ~c(l•:;.:~tve~; may !>':: placed on the alris of the main enemy thrust 
[2 wt:>r.ds iller,ible] ooJ.~r with t.hf> her.inr.ing of th~ enemy offens:f.ve. 

!''ire .;.o;mb~i"pr•:.paratinn ir;: r;. o r;tlu.c.t·~d. up•:m oc.r;upatic·n by tf!e, m.a.in enemy . 
fore:.:;,~ C. .'i;. i:'. i.~pai.' I:. IJ : l."i! 8J"• ~?.8 tn tho;: riept.{;; or ir1. · ai.r.ed, t:ont~lct with defending. 
tro~!J~, 'Dn~ .t'!:" r:>n~. ocmrn:;. :-". •~<':' l<l'iJ.l. on tb? h7.si.;, <>f the :.latest reconnai.~$<ince 
data, flt'lt..?,tJliSh..t.h·~ r.b_j0C\: ;. vs Of r1fJU!"; tf:;•pr-?.f,J:ll'<l. ft; iC\,'Ji 0 r.he COJtpl.einent Of forces 
and m;.;sn., i ~1\••:; 1 '1r.d ~ a.nd i:.h:'! cti..SJ:•')S:i\',:icn [ :;: ;:.-o·rr)z, L1.ieg:i.ble1. 

Thr:o. r~~· inciple tf. •. ~·get.:s ;·,f i irr:- cour?.bi : r]:\f' r~ r~u·at.ion may ~Jt: mF)ans or' nuclear 
attn>.;l'r. 1 ~;t • ac :i. ~' ·l·:•rr-!{~lj·:·: :"i lf· :~a):':'J:n:.; ~ · ~';st.r:, ::n~·, an.i.LU;;r'J 1 fir-:si:•oo!:!i!h ·~d.•:m 'ic1.rga units, 
a\l!ation ;'1t tc: • :: ·'··~·x·d ;~J:n'.i ~~ 1/J;) ~ an.c; r,K'OC.!IJ .:;ml tr·ol p:J ,~t:~.:, The con..Xuct. or' f'ire 
count·F>.rpr<W<olr~· r.inn irril·oJ VF.•.'I hrg:2i un .U.:~: ar1d unHs of [!:_q!~ and army alfiation, 
rocket. t.ro<'p$ 1 ~rt,illery, f.trst-echeJ.on format.ions a.nd large unlt.s on the axis 
where the r:.or.:nt~~~ ·p!~epar-::.Uo:.~ is tsk1ng j;:lac.e, re~~om'la1ss:&Vlce/str1ke and 
recor<tla1.o3~a·w~f1/f l.r.!ft ,)Cl"JJ!1.1:~e;.:, , ~·;r.~r; l~U:If ~,uncr..ter:! ~. rt. f..1.lr~ry lal't:e !!nits and 
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un1t;s of tl'le :H:J<eor:d E•ch-elon and zo€ ·ser1re-s, and a.lso adjacent format.ions of the 
[illegible) [!ro!J.!plng on the ads of counterpreparation. 

Fire oournt(lll'prep:r·•:. t ~ ,.)!"' ls dr.n':'! '·!ft.~J Wlf:·t~e~t •..,. ~, :r , !;~.r, 1t~Hi 1 strikes of' rocket. 
troojps, oom·!::~2.:L:.J~2 u:~i..;.!Jl::~.!l, <>:iJ !J~.;.<~;e.w ::.;dlll:a:<:i fi:-c. ;l d\.E.ch:h·a role in 
counterpret."""'s.tlvr• ·,i.:.h · ~.,;;ltm~ t<.> IJ!:'<>:!.:lisl.:•n-&uiciot:<li !itia.p;.m., .sy::~~e~1o:>. We all 
know, from tbe exper.ten.e:e of the Great Patriotic War, ~~ounterpreparation [line 
illegible). And now this acquires gll'eater importance than before, You are · 
familiar with the count.<&:rpreparation conducted on the Central Front which drew 
on . f067 guns •and mor~~azos: s.nd launchers [2 wo:rd.s Uleglble]. The Voronezh Front 
had fewer - ·· 686 guns a nd mortars. · 

The N!:'lUl ts we all f>mov: col4!l!m'l1cations and control Nere disrupted and the 
grQt1pil'-(.! anti. <~.tl".l'/. C'!i'S Ot' the Cell'!ll'iT.).$ IO'i&.l'e delayed Sf\'1!8J'al hOUrS, but Still the 
main objectives bnal t.asik.s of counte:rpi' i'4."'·~:at;tou were not achieved. Either it 
began too earJy; or H ~ras not done effect.lvely eriough. This mea.ns that. 
reconnaisS<l!tlce r·~.:t~ i. ne.f.'!eo<wP.>.t~~ 8\rl~tt.J"~ ~:.~..~ snpros~r~ t.o strlk~ tne German 
av!a.t.lon~ tmt.; r,:t•<"Jn. .tt: t.nr.k cSf'~ tt,,e <iel•m::uls h::t.d mana~erJ t.o ta.k.e r.<ft" earlier , and 
so tne ~triV.P.t: were clelivered on er.1pty ca.iri'fe).as. 1'he1·e was no more time to 
reta.r-(iF,Rt. av1at.ion on t.hP. irJf'antry -- onl.y one opt. ion had been planned. And this 
too <;ugnt t.o bt~ considered. t'ront air forces ciici not participcl.te in 
count.arpreparation -- oniy ar·H'fieiry. Ji.nd to begi:n earHer when f.he Germans 
were dtt.Lng :i'.v. cunceaiment and powerful shelters, t!ieir personnel 'l tofould have 
su.fferea then 9 toG.J JkU.Jlery batteries on the Voronezh Front [line illegible). 
The lctea is that~ if counterpreparat.ion is carried out , 1t. must hit precisely 
re•}Ol.'H1o11;;~: .t'e(i t..:u•g1;\~::·, rt.» ;,•e .saJ, :~op-p.. irJd t.y t.aE'~E'~·•>, such ar,; 1maan~ of nuclear 
att.a~,;£r., ~ro<)f' voc?tt••:.l !;•1s br 1 g:r:Jun;.i-b<t:i..::d c~:nb~l." ;:;· of reconnaissance/strike and 
reconnaissance/fire ~maplexes 1 anci m~:i. l'! aU.ack r~rouplngs. 

Fi.r~ icti·; H'<~i d-.:!I.Ht ~·f i: <1e ;'J,d/\•:3l.F'ii<;<::, .:w.d. d.-::pl1;yr.1ei::t of the e.nr;,rr,y Ls done in the 
e\l'e!'l'~ ti,o:;;y >)ocupr a cJ e,p!i.H IJl' to pc;,si ~. :hx~ in i;l:le deptb, Flt'e repelLing o i' an enemy 
att.a.r.:k s.i~Jd iir•) Mippod. •if 6ef€ ,!!•1ing t.r.ct)pS ill aonr:: through full exploit.ation of 
the llr·P. c:~pab .i .LLL1.;,~:~ t:•f l;b.~ det'..,r,dlr·.p; tr·oop~:. 

L\•~w· l nr,; tbf' .:;oru~ud. c.:r· <;•Jtabt,t: a..::t.hm~. tc• t'lnl1j thfi ms>.in :zone of defen~e or the 
tir~t. Ur1~ . de· f .:.,nt'i.it'.'(?. t.:·o·Jp.~ re-•pt>l the atta.ck of the enemy anct inflict maximum 
losses on hi!'! . ShC'tlld t.hP. enemy penetl"at.e the defensP., first-echelon large 
units u.'i!~: (i.'l>:JrJ-ntl•:<.lf,,?l:"'(; .::;t,;~lke::~ :and fiN' ;)f ,.,.u t·}';;:,P.::• t.c' hit the advancing 
tro.:,;r.l,,. .. rn .:~o'.l\E: r.·,;;; .;:n~,:;; nown t(~t'1l•.t t.::·..::i(:,~ ; ,; ~~v b·~ 1.. 2>\.li.'lCh•:::d. ln cond 1 t i'•,ns when 
colmt.m':?.tt.oa.ci:a~ :>.r.;; n€f.'!·.h~•J' :.;dvt..:;;;.t,h: n0r. ·r.,o.s.stbl(?, ~:>?.0,Xlri echelons and reserves, 
regr.·om;-::.ct tf.!;,~t-ec:belC>:'11 :c.rr;H..~• an:l .:'i.td;sf.oJ~~ <i•:~pi<•J'~K'I at adv.'intageous lines hit 
the ..:,me:t~y i!!.t.r, .::d.. t st.:r·J.frr,:;;:, t.ank :anv: "'"'t.!.1l·~r-:r ftre, Rnd antttarJk gu l ded 
wear.rm!!., rteJ. <~:•.r l''',r,,j: aQ. '!f,at:\(:•!J , ;;Jii1 t1r.l.nr; diOl.l~ lXIJ;dHtDns f or ;;.n a. zomy· 
co~mLl':•rfJ. t.tan~~ · An ~f'i\\1! r: cur!!:.i1l'i'! tt:2C~{ i..~ delf.v~rBd on t.t~e deci slon of army 
cOII!rJ.::nc)~:r:. ' " H .L~ n>'"z:J 1•: deU. ,~er€.:1 tn t,P.t:.tJ.es beyond the main zone of defense. 
When o:t.1n.:.r,;· ~ns t!:at tt:.'.:J .first ~JUYl>'>lon or c.-.n arnty is not. going t.o hold the main 
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zone, eL1 :u~ty covntEJI:"~;hnw~. . {s d-:• 1 .b· !~ re?. .~.~t•os:J f:.he fi.rst or SEi.,ond line, but 
baalC'..aJ.ly ec;;~o.~s tho .t'Lr.s; ~; arilly Une. F.rc.mt co1.mterthrusts are d~~tlivered 
prinoipal.J.l' Qcross al'lttj• ;~Ji'ld ~!!.!: llroos·: __, .... 

.Fil'on~; c': ' ' ' "1~:_r .tt!. .~: ~. ~.:~~:.,; , ':ll.::: iL'Ji.l~. L:H.l" '..~J:J.c: !:.1~.:; l;t:,. .::v;;.dud: :;, !'.1·,mt 
cot.rnte!t'tb.ru.~t; :;_,_l ::r.UJ::.J.-.:<:i:·.::..\ ~~~ 1.\:J .;.~.l:'uU;;Ml .:!uiu.J . ~t.i.,,l.:> -.liUI ac:i\~i"¥ding troops 
retain thel1:- ability to estabHsh defense on t.he flanks of ~:~. penetrating enemy 
grouping and are continuing to hold back the enemy offensive bt=~fore the front. 
It is mor-e advantageous to deliver a front counterthrust on both flanks or a 
penetrating enemy grQuping to ensyre the most. favorable condit.ions to ge~. out of 
(illegible). ' 

~:!:..<:!~~ and army countert-,hrusts sholilld be deliv~red unaxpectedly on the enemy 
dur1r~g t>.ctiot>s wit.h !!lV.d~~.r weapcms. 't'h-e ce>untert:t.trllSt may be preceded by 
deHv~ry C'f nuclear ~trikes ".n<i t.he et\nd;.;ci; 'f short fire preparation of the · 
attack. Utel~ this, tl:ie trocp ::;aploy and attack the enemy from the march in 
apprn11ch anc:l combat, ftW!Ii<ld:i.onli. W1,en act.:\r.m.s .?.>.re I}Onducted M:f.t.hcmt nuclear 
weapc.n.s r .::ounter 1;-hr.'t'lf:l t~ gP.net'8J.\)r !lr:J.J;.U:·t ?-.tte:r il no;,·el'fu.t f!.re pr"';.:-.ar::~.tion and 
as~al-'lt o.r troor.~ l.rt c:ol!'ltJat. tc·:rDII'l!.:ion~. 

Frol'li the exPf':rl.ence ot the Great PGtr1.ot:f.c ~ar 'lfP. know that. the conduct of 
!_r:~~!: co1.mter.-thrtmt.s . !.s. a complex mat.t.;;;.;' ~ut ~. at the same &l111.e, a very effective 
one. In We HattlE: fo1• Moscow, fO r.' instance, the counterthrust.s of the r'irst 
Shock flrmy of 0<3neral KIJZnetsov in th.e Y<L'<hroma area, the Third Army in the 
£illP.gibJ.e] area, and t-h1?. r.r>unterthrust. of ' th·?. Flrst Guards C8'1alry Corps of 
Belo!f ;.; •. tho:: .((&,:tt~ !·a ar··:·cJ ~•ere of dee : t ;-;~.ve: Jmp:;\t•te:n~}e. In tile Kur-sk Bulge so 
WG!:"~ ti1M•a •.::f 1:.~\~ ~'L:'t.h i ;uar•i~: '•'<mk J\!'m~ anti t.h.;: Fffth Gu.a!·ds Com!:-lned-Arms Army 
of f.:,;.nF.lr;al ?.hl!.•.ir..··r rlt:d.dr b;.'ti bE,en 1~l l':n~· i~o t.n(~ VoronP-z.h Front~ 'i'hP.y conducted a 
counterl:ht-ust on i~ .Jr.::\ov·., H :Ls li•r.;::•:Jf;:sal"v r.o say U12.t the..front counterthrust 
·ru· .•,,.,t ··''l'" ltt·,,J.,. ;<, ~····\·~)i"''' ~{' .. ,.,: .. :, j·h~, · . , . -upl"g of' t"her,· · r ,,,.,,,!•t'>'~'·r··~::::--;7.-oQ .L !$.','- · ~~ :..a.l. •' I ;•l~~1..J... ; , , ~- . •,.:,... ''-•U, 1l:''.,..'.·. - .;.'!':., :" lr i.!.·u.,~:,,.,""·~"· .-llU!: · ' -a. ..{;. I!,, C .• ·!.• • .1 .. ,~ OL llo 

Ger· ~1ar".'i; Jii! U;tu:~ :1-i'~•a. 111' P.:·•:;.l€t1kl,S:t·~· ;-,.y u,,;y· &•€:r.~ o!ilJ st.c,ppecl a;'ld 1~1mt over to a 
de:fem~•:l. ( tct. !:1~lly, t!'J•! r.J!Jj<:,etl.'r•.l was <!•.::hie:•;Jecl: the Germans .did not go any 
fur·tb·;r r>rl U'll~ a:d.:.::;. ) :H. !::, \~ happ;n·.~ci'i' Exac:t.ly \•tl1·an the count~rthrust was 
.sche<'luJ.i~·j. t~J·:': 4}-:;!'if<:=!rJ:.:: st~· IJC[{ flli'i.1n t'Jarcit::.!:", lbH:t T.h~; .:%~cond echelons, and drove 
Rct.:n!..St!'C!'7' ,'J U .Yr;\'1 G;;1 "-! !~' df1 t'f;;tr lk] Ar:·my. Zhc:dav'~' army, ~md rart ot the other 
armi~,.!; ~;•?w~r?.i kHom~tP.rs back. 'HlP.Y HPnt out. to the ftring posltiorui whtch 
thP-y h~.rl prepared r'or dHJ..1 ver ing st;r !k<!S i.Yl tile <:'OliTitf~r thrust anct took part of 
thP. ~x·t.i. :U.I:r l'J' c;.:~t . Ir:l all, lr:"\li tl:J ~, f: ! :l't. U.l · ~ry !-l!'lt; lost. and only pa;rt was able 
to in>:l !:"l'i~lf\l~:t :;·::,-,d l!! H_::Jctr<:, r,.: ._ A~• .,;r -:''.1 ;~an se_:,;) , ti: J (:::r · ~.J d--•.:•nl-~ h· ~ JD<>r~ pre.p.nra f.ll)n, and 
tb-a t.:l·o::.upt1 :i Co ·~·~= · ted ft·l 'l•'cU'd rJrt f i:Lir:~gJ<t;J.<d E>llrJ'.J.Jci tl-~,j_d the enellly. In th1 s case 
th€~' d.irt flc-'l i: JOl •c!~ .gt'q t i.1t f',-.'; ) ' 1.'i10ll'! : ~: ·~8llr' e f. nt.r.: -:::9..N.'.Ct.. \!C>TJt.,'J Gt. lilft;h the 
cm•!iJ(-,..:,r,L:~r' ~ 'i,!d:. §.~~·':F!i-'ll'Jt: , , ;~ :nd sr:! t:hl~~ g·roLtp:ln~:l hn;r~ nt1 f1nJ: HA.. ::. "~ :::y :· rtJ~;ing in direct 
( cm:n;.;~n·~ r:r!: r.. ~t r;i::Jt:: 1.10;\ ~':l,~i::nN J. ~}1 -~ ,~J.tL~;,,r,f! f:t)je.c t. f. ~r0 .._ .st0pp:L:l~: the Germans -­
wa.s ~..t -chiuv~<r: •).~~l t: a df!,_: J. .:; .i ~l~ t.nt·.~u . dHfi?ai·. tlas not achieved. 
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The d! l sposlt1c,n of t.roopl!l for· r!1!!l.il!'e~·ing count~~rthrusts should en.sure 

decisiv-e s:u!)'er i m:·I.ty in fol.•ces and meaf.l.s on the cho.sen axes, delivery of a 

powerful initial ~trike, the pos$ib1lity or exploiting the results of nuclear 

.strikes m1d fJ:re pt·e ~·~~r:::: Li.l.:~·;_ , : ~~ ~ ! c:' : •;::;:;l ·:. U.o:~ of f}!~ ·~ufu:;;t of the advancing 

enemy t.roop..i =2 ;;.;:L'·i:.. ; .!.lL~ibl<:]. ·~·aJ> a;.;t.J:.un.:; ut \;n,;:,;))~ pc>i."'tlol;.<otii'lg in the 

oounterth,~u.;;l.; ~(lv>.tlJ $l't.J!il J<:i;;~:t' Ailii!2t.i.ou <>•'ld oo con'lo~l;c:u at a con:)tant rapid 

pace. 


In e11ercises, lil~nJ distrtct.s, ¥~han delivering a counterthrust, establish and 
di'op airborne I:'orces , allocate 1•a:'!.cl detachl!lents~ and create an opet·~tional 
maneuve~· group ~· ·· no\; o:aly lii 1.:m oft'e~.s:!ve bwt .also in the counter"thrust itself• 

. In othar ff0r>ds 9 a count.arthrust can grow :Into an offensive op.~ration. Of great 
import.ano~ on t~o:::a .-~~ · 3~ where t.he coa•ntm·thrust i".akf'!s the form of a meeting 
enlle·ltlelllent &re pl'ef!ll;ltion of tha enmuy ami cle:•.ivef'y ot' fire strikes on hlm, 
rapid deplo~-r.e-nt Clf Jar·ge nnits a.nct t!:<' . :l'.t;~l 1:1: Mli'bat for111a.t1ons ~ ?.nd daring, 
dE!tell'l!llined ~~~~:.,HoM ot· t:r<:>~:.op.~ . S;1e~ess ~·n$1~. be ~rompt:ty e~pl.oit.Ad until t-he 
enemy to~nri niC~ ?~pt · oat~tn; r•z )~~:o,er,re:' ·? J'~ r.t.n~ sneo " .tf. 

During a deferJ.Sive Clperation sith or u1thout nuclear •1eapons the front 
Colllll8nder takes all steps to promptly identify en.emy means of nuclear attack and 
ground-based centers of' ~1 t.ri&r.e and fi:re cc•n1.pleJre.s. 

Defending troop:~ mus t. be prepa•·~d t.r;• CU(~OOt <'ii•borne landing f orces and 
airliooLLe troops in tociay'~> collte:ct oi' an airlanri operation. JUrmobil.e troops 
[in a concentr·c,t.ion ar-ea J anci ajrborJ;., ).a.r.tcUng for·cP.s in departure areas can be 
hit tn i;h ntte1.<?.:.l:r s.nd <dr· s i~1·:ik~:: . . In f.Lig1rC.~ iandir:g and airmc· b !ll:·~ tror,ps are 
dest.t'·::lJI'!'!l t:r il~lti; .el!" a. 1d..a tion, ::md i..lh" S<;::'etH>e tl:"n·~ '~!S, aoo ~ at low alt itu.des, 
ah.;o by f!lotO!'l.2i~· :J di.hr :taq\a w1ii:.!: 3.n·:i 'Jr/(t~. J:~~st.rc.ying J.ar.>O::lng forces 
&lreatiy· Cn,')c !;.t1e jl,: ;;•C· Ul1 '.~ l.'.iJ. !. D•3 do~h:l!;: b;r ~';!;:$0l''')i1~i fill •:! 1Jih•3 1' t!'OOpS t in partiCUlar t 
asaault-l<.UHi:ing lut' ig~de:.3, t<.;<;:,::rwlt~l<mdin~ r~'2';:l.tllent.s anci', ba italio:.ms, ll.l'ld also 
larra;1:'! t:1r..H.:> ar10: ;;m•H .tJ ti:.•cr.r:. f.'t~r·pim to :l:•G' r,<:,o.t• t.l'lE: 1<onr:HrJg a~o•ea., as ~ell as 
aviaUon and artH!. er~·. Antlons dnrtnr. an P-ng:a~ement w1.th an enemy ai.rhorne 
landJng force mu~t be v~~nro•~ an~ n~termine~ so as to prevent more landings. 

'1'h:: u.td~ · ·:::th··JiS nf ~:c f!'ont. def?.rn j i t'. >)~Jf;f:''<'.l t.!•.:m i;·2'\! (:~:<n.sidered to be ~.chieved 
if ttl\~ f A"C1;; t. t.t•ocp,:,~ r;~r f .':ir;-!li"f.tlf! ::u.~;:; i f.7'..:;:i :ta~ :t.::; ;: ~ ;;n~c!•Sh ttt~\ l encroa.cl'l.ing] enemy 
grr:ll.lplnp::<;-:-"i:Z.::·~r)ve:r '~ lee; ~ p~· ::HUc·n~ a.n\:1 \:ir1n~; clt'Ji)l:!l r.·:O<~•jit.ions fc·r an offensive 
o~·~!'t'!~. u.~~~ .lf ·Jr:·.(,., .l.,!l oc.r<t.:en:. •/r.~~ ~ -.,~c, t:1:.1 t-!:1•'' p:t!r· t~f.c:;~t'l..ru · !,;t.ratf:gie 2.)(tfl, 
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