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Summary: 

The following intelligence report is a translation from Russian of a fragment 
of the text of a lecture at, the Voro.shUov General St.aff Academy on · the subject 
of the Soviet Air Forces . The text covers i n brier outline form the mission, 
tasks and organization of t he Sov iet A'i r For•t;; es. Interspersed with. this are a 
few facts and figures , such as tha scale of paz•tic!pation of airbOrne land!ng 
forces in the exerc i se ZA i:"'J': D-8!, !l!ld some .sm·pr.i singly candid commen t s, 
particularly on t.he BACKFIRE bomber. 

End of Summary 
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THE SOVII::: Ail! r'ORCES 

[First part of sentcmc<J .Uleg!ble] m.f.ss!.on, tasks, co~position, weapons,
development ln the po.st1:tnJ' period 1 and cur,:-ent status. 

Mis:slon and ta:sk:s 

The Air Forces are a highly maneuverable branch of the Armed Forces whose 
mission is to perform strategic and operational tasks in the airspace oyer 
continental and ocean theaters of 111ilitary operations in coordination with the 
other Araed Forces branches and independently. If we refer. to the "Principles", 
we see that the mission of the Air Forces is set forth somewhat differently 
there, with all the main tasks inclnrl<?.d. 

The uin tasks of t.ile Air forces are: 

1. Defeating e1~my aviation groupings, ground forces groupings, and naval 
groupings. 

2. Gaining air supremacy and nuclear superiority. 

3. Air $upport for ground force~ and naval forces. 

4. Combat with enemy· reserves. 'i'his i.s one of the · mos·t important tasks. 
At the pre~ent time 50 to 60 percent of the forces and 'means in a theater of 
military operations are in i;he second eche l•:Jn or in the reserve. It . is 
therefore difficult to sa~r~ particularly when nuclear ~<eapons ar·e employed. 
which is raore impori'.ant t c1est.royi ng the ~·nemy' s first echelon or destroying his 
second echelons and reserves. 

5. Cover for troop groupings and installations from attacks and 
reconnaissance by the air enemy•. 

6 . . ~-:str_~~~!9_n a_E~ a~.~-~~~ la~~~n of__!!:!.~i t~.!L_~ili tary-industrial , and 
energy-produci11g inStaffiiaons, admini~;trativE:··political centilrs. ancl 

-!;lo!ll'4L,1.9~~l'lH.QJJJSJ!!Jl!er~:: Pert'ormln!J t h!s tclsk leads Eo undermining of [ the 
ene11y' s 1 mili.tary and econom:\c capab.1Hty c·.nd dLsruption of government and 
military co11mand and ·cc•ntt•ol .. 

1. Dropping a1rhorne landing for~es : Which is also a very iraport ant task . 
In re5ponse to "t\irLand Battle," our mili tary science is developing the so­
called ,.three-dimensional operation, 11 Hh.ich is a front offensive operation in 
which a large number of a .l.rborne la.nding forces areemployed. In the ZAPAD-81 
exercise this theoretical idea was put to a practical test. In the course or a 

TS 8888620 
Copy i __ 

I¢P 51!Cli:F.T 

TOP SECRET 

http:m.f.ss!.on
http:NAOONAI.Sj


C.O 119'7 697 TO~ SECRET 

; 

• 


Withheld under statutory authority of the 
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (SO. 
U.S.C., section 403g) Page 5 of 8 Pages 

~ offensive operation -- 15 day.s -- 1~-0 airborne landing forces of various 
types were dropped. Three or these were operational, two were operational­
tactical, and all the rest were tactical ~or-~as. The total number of personnel 
in the airborne landinr; r.,r~es rear.htm 80 :.000 r..ccordl.ng to data fro11 the 
classified publf.:)<!t.ion 11 ~l.:lltal'Y Tho:.:.gbt," or 50,000 eccording to the fila on 
ZAPAD-81. Tha t.otc.l nUlti:o.:· "f c.t~;n it. a cc;ibir.e<i~c.r·ms arDJy [line illegible1 • 
••• that is, virtually an entire combined~arms army is dropped into the rear of 
the enea~y. 

8. Aerial reconn&Jssance. Aerial reconnaissance i.s carried out in the 

tactical, operational, and strategic depth, forces and means permitting. 


9. InterdictinK ere~y troop maneuver ?.nd transport movements. 

10. Air t1•ansport of troops anct mat.eri ei.. 

11. Special tasks : electronic.~ warf ar·e, supplyi ng troops and aviation with 
POL, troop tran.sJ.l()r t, eva<:uatior& of the sick and !Wounded. and a number of other 
ta~k.s. 

12. Disruption or the operation of the ene•y's rear services and 
tran~portation. 

1'he Air Forces are equipped with manned and unmanned means to perform these 

taaks. 


Com~-3Sition 

[The AJ.r Forces consist. of Long-rv.,nge~ A_V iation, f.!:2!!.~ Aviation, Army 
Aviation, and Military Tr-ansp\.rt /w1.ati.on:J T.he;:;e liCr•: previously referred to as 
aviation oranche$ [ vicly ~,viat.sii]; nott the ''Principles" simply state, "The Air 
Forces consist of Long-!W.nge Aviat.!.on , Front. Avia.tion, ~rmy Aviation, and 
Hilit.ary Transport Avf.at..ton, and include the following components [roda 
av1ats1! ]: bomber aviation, fighter~bomber .aviation, attack aviation, fighter 
aviation , reconnals.sance ~"vi.::tion~ transport aviation, and special aviation." 
The rirst thr.ee air compon~nt$ -- bomber•1 fighter-bomber 1 and attack aviation 
were sometimes ret'erred to in the literature as "strike aviation... 

Long-Range Aviation 

Long-Range Aviation is a aeans of the Supreme High Comnand. Its ~i~sion is 
to per form tasks i.n the opera tions.l c:;r,,~ :li:,;•atesio dep t h. 'l'he components of 
Long-Range Avint. i on are: oo~1ber aviation , reconnaissance aviation ) and special 
aviation. l.ong-Range iw iation i.s P.Qu ippeo wH.h the following aircraft : t.he 
3-M; the 'flJ-95, which i s subsonic t no t tha latest. aircraft in any event; the 
TU-22 , whi.ch i :> newer : " n d t:hP. TU- 2'2M , wh1.c h i s someti~tes called BAGKFIRE. 
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As far as the Tll-22 and TU-22M are concerned, they are a·re completely 
different aircraft, notwithstanding tht; i:'.-.:;~ that they have the same 
designation. There are t •r<~ ~~(l~!)n:!l r-:~ :- ~.hJ.~ .. 1'h,9 nr~t r.sa~cn is that the 
de:sign bureau o·{.;l i:t;t. l;'IC\\'1: :;:l!•:•tJ·t>;h i!1().'i<lJ \'.(.' t v.L! ld e: '1\C!<: . 'liC'Ci:'3.ft • t~ut they did 
have 11oney fo:·· upgr•udi1~~ t~·;.;: t'U:--22. :Jin.c0 ~h~ 'l'0·-.22i~ \.lil[; ""'ipe" it', t~l·ms of the 

- [R&D) work, it was decided to begin construction using the money allocated for 
updating the TU-22. At thi.s time SALT II had been negotiated, and [the 
Americans] were supposed to sign it. When they aooused us of building a (new]· 
strategic bOmber, we responded that it was an upgraded bomber. Th~ refueling 
device was quickly removed (and they started to include it in the set that came . 
with the aircraft.). When the aircraf't enters service in the field, these sets .f­
coae with it and [will be] (word illegiblel for in-flight refueling. When_ 
necessary, all this can be (r'!ord Ulegibl.e J within a rew hours; While (the 
TU-22 ) does not h~ve vnr!.ablP.~sweep 11.1.ng.s1 ~~ the TU-22H) does ? and· it has 
completely d.U'!'erent equJ.pment and dHferent. ch?..r.actP.ristlcs. 

Long-range reconna.1.ssanc.e av:l.atJ.<Jn is eq11.tppP.d with the TU-22R and TU-22MR, 
the IL-20ii. and i:;he '1'0.;.95. · 

Special aviation has ~he M-3 and the TU-160. Note the differ~nce: t~ 3~M 
i3 a combat aircrait; the ~-3 1s the same alrct·af't! but a tanker. 

Front Aviation 

Proni:. aviaUon is- the lffi'gest bra1x:h of aviation. 1t is intended for joint 
actic;r:;swl.ti': fr•ont la~oops as well a:; q~r·a ~.:\ons <)f i~he other branches of the 
Armed For-ce~ ..- ·y;:.-is the liiH:tr; at.t.ntlk l• t~.:.r.:; ;>f i;h<• ft•ont comman<Ser·. The 
componlinb of fl'\llii: a1;Ja t-.~•'l!'J ar.; ! brihlbet• av:ia.i<lon·;· -rTg!lter-borr•bE:r aviation, 
attack avS.at.l.on, f1gttter aviation, rnconnai~:;ance aviation. t.ransp<:>rt aviation, 
and spel~J.al ~·!.iat ion. 

Front. bomber aviat t.on is equi~d wit.h the SU-24, which has replaced the 
YAK-2l.r:··-··r·he :•.atc:sG 1mrs1<m Js the SU-;~JH.f, Nhich has improved charact~ristics 
and in-flight refu~:U:.ng <'..apal)1lity .. 

The 1111$slon of fighter-bomber <Wiatinn .ts to destroy targets in the 
imDed!ate operat.lonC\1. and t.act.tcal depth. It, ts equipped with various versions 
of the SU-l'r , suer, llS thf! Sli·· 1'7H3 t.nd 'fiJJ•. !'iHii, and the HIG-27. These are all 
varia.ble-gemi1;1:;r:: ~. ir~r.•>i't .. 

The mf..sM.on ct attack aviai:ion is ;:;o ~err'orm ai r support t:asks for troops in 
the bat,t).eflP.lcL 1.n thE• trtci: i cal :~.nd imr.1eaiate operat:lonal .depth. It is 
equipped lllth t.he SU-·25 . [Line illegible. ) • . . It is in the field. H proved 
its worth quit.e well. .ln Afr,hanist,an. (Lin·e ill-egible. l an aircraft with 
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the wings and engines mounted high. It is .subsonic: it does not need to rush 
about the battlefield ·at high speed~. 

The mission of. fig"t.~~ :w!3:tion 1..!0 !".t.: t'I-?.I'Pt.::-oy thf\ .r. ir. ene~ry. It is equipped 
with the MIG-~3 . ttte J1T.Cl ..2?, "'hh~l'l 1..~ <'. 1'£:1~!· ;n,,~u airc:;•art.~ and th~?< KlG- 21bis. 
which .ts rtnishi!!g Ll!J ~l.o.:J ,;:<:~vice llf,;: il~ the !ielcl. It is a p1·et~f good 
aircraft; the F·l5 was built to counter it as an air combat aircraft. It proved
its worth as an air-superiority fi~ter quite well in the Near East • 

.(Several lines lllegtble.J 

••• in some ways it Is better. and in so~e ways it is inferior. In what 

ways fs .tt inferior? llot in the avion1.C$, as you might. think. but in the range 

and enduranca . 'this is our l'llisfGrtune. which [word illegible j . 


Other aircraft ~-"e the long-range f1.ghter-inter~eptors: the MIG-31 and the 

SU-27. 


'.t'he lli:s.sion of rt~connaissance aviation is to conduct air reconnaissance in 
~upport of a front offensive operation. rt is equipped wi th aircraft which are 
ba.Hd on co•~t afrcra1't: the SU- i '/Mjll, S0'-17M4F<, SU-24HR, HIG-25l<V, and 
HIC-21R. The HIG-25 is considered the world champion. It has a very high speed 
-- 3000+ (kr:s/hr ] -- anci it:s ceiling is higher than 30 km. Tills is the aircraft 
which ~~as [ taken] to Japan, 

Front tra.)~U.'.Irl:. aviatimt 16 ewzipp~a tdt h the A!i'-26 , s01oet.t111es the AN-12, 
and the..H'i-26, Hl-6, ar':d f\ij:-~~ h·~1:i.c•.Jt)i;t:r,s. 

'fhe mission of spE,eh~l av:tet:ion is to 11-~!!'fOl•m .speuia l tasks: refueling of 
aircraft, ja1R!II1ng (the.r:. t.s, electronic w.:orrare), freight transport, evacuation 
of thP. sick ,<mel wounded, at.c. · It is most.ly equipped with t.ranspor.t. aircraft. 

ii.r<~~y .h1.a.i:ton 

Army Aviation is a ms ans of t.he commanders o t' combined-arms armies , army 
corps. and moto~fzed rifle and tank divisions. Its mission is air support for 
troops in th.;~ bat.tlefie:l<i . The comp·:m-e.nt.s of .Army Aviation are attack aviation. 
tran:tport avJ.at.f.on, ancl ~!='Ed~J. avhtbn. 

[Army a~tack aviation) is equipped with various versions of the HI-24 attack 
helicopter ; t.hG latest l'(:rsion L~~ t.h\'! ~U-.;! t~. a. 

[Arny ) transport avlation is e~uipped with t he H!-6, which is the main heavy 
transpor t tt&l!:;-:>pter i Chf: 1-H-26, a nEw hel t copt..er- which is larger 1 perhaps not 
as much a~ half aga in a!: l~rge . but: n<wertheless larger; and the MI-8. 
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In aa•11y special avia'c.ion HI-8Sl'li MALTA helicopters are used to jam 
[com~un1cat1ons ) , and HI -2RTR helicopters are used for electronic and technical 
reconnaissance. The 'i'U- 'l~ll TANGOYZER L : .~~: Longer in service; 1 t was not cost­
effective. 

The components of Military Transport Aviation are transport and special
aviation. 

Organizationally the Air Forces consist of formations, large unit.s, units,
and subunits. Forrtations are the Ope1•ational Air Armies of the Supreme High
COmmand (VAVGKON).... . 

[ Ene1 or' ciocUJuent a5 r~ce.i.ve<i , I 
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