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a6, . - PATE 29 July 1988 ]
1985 ' :

SUBJECT . . _ .

USSR GENERAL STAFF ACADEMY LESSON:
Soviet Operational Art .

SOURCE Documentary : o ’

Sumnary:

The following intelligence report is a translation from Russian of the text . ¢
of a lecture at the Voroshilov General Staff Academy on Soviet operational art. ;
The text is a fairly well organized standard textbook treatment which touches on
a few of the themes of current interest in Soviet operational art, such as ‘<
integrated planning of nuclear and nonnuclear scenarios in operations and the {
effect of the introduction of precision-guided weapons on the preparation and

conduct of operations. The paper opens with ‘a .brief history of Soviet - g i
operational art, followed by a discussion of the role, tasks, and general 7
principles of the theory of Soviet operational art, the principles of the e
preparation and conduct of operations, and the problems of their application in %l

the present{-day context. ' : ) 3
- End of Summary P
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SOVIET OFLERATIOUNAL ART

Operational art, as a major compusent of Soviet military art, [word
illegible] on the basis of the theory and practice of our Soviet Armed Forces.
The experience of Soviet operational art took shape in the First and Second
World Wars, and [word illegible] in the Civil War and GCreat Patriotic War.
Soviet operational art is constantly changing, improving, and being enriched
with new [wcrd illegible].

A major factor influencing the content and development of operational art is
the leadership exercised over the Armed Forces by the Communist Party and the
government [two words illegiblel, and their constant and careful attention to
the problems of strengbhenlng the det'ense capabxlity of our country. In
addition, the development of operational art is influenced by a number of other
factors, the main ones of which are [three words illegible!, scientific and
technical progress, the state of the country's econcmy, the level of [technical]
equipping of .the troops. the state of combat readiness and training of the
troops, the state and arientation of the development of the armed forces and of
the probable adversarv's theory of miiitary art, the special features of the
theater of military operations, the [word iilegibie; of the troops and practice
of the allied armed forces [two words illegible!.

A large contribution is being made {to the development] of Soviet

operational art through the current deveiopment of the theory of the preparation

and conduct of combined-arms, rleet combired-arms, joint and independent
operations, which is Leing developed in the course of operational-strategic and
operatioral exercises. in crder to aegomplx h the assigned tasks, the
operational command is now | twe words lllegibie] of all branches of the armed
forces, branch arms, and soecial troops within the context of a [one or two
words iliegible] operstion. A modern operation is thus {given) a combined-arms
nature, which is understood as {three words illegible] operation of a large set
of [several words illegibie]. In Order ilio. (00200 the Minister of Defense
focuses the attention of commanders and stafts on [line illegible].

This lecture will address the [main! issues of Soviet operational art, the
"main stages of ihs development and the main issues of theory.

Main Staces of the Develogment of Soviet Operationat Art

Objective preconditions for the origin of operational art were created by
the develooment of the productivity of sociefy and by cranges in its social and
political structure, as weil as In bhe state of armaments, organization of
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troops, and methods of conducting military operations. [Two lines illegible]

organization, armaments, strategy and tactics [word illegible), depending on the .
level of production achieved at a given tiime and the quality of [word illegible] "
materials. .

[Unknown. awcunt of texl missing. )

In the postwar period in the Soviet Armed Forces operational art developed )
on the basis of the study and assimilation of the experience of the Great
Patriotic War and Second World War as well as the improvement of armaments and
military equipment, particularly tanks, aircraft, and artillery.

The fourth stage of the development cof Soviet operational art began in the
1950s, and was characterized by radical changes related to the advent of 3
fundamentally new weapons with tremendsus oifensive capabilities. This stage is A
linked to the advent or nuclear missiie weapons, the equipping of the Soviet :
Armed Forces with nuclear missile weapons from the strategic echelon to the
tactical echelon, the introduction of electronic means, and the complete g
motorization and mechanization of the troops, which increased combat: i
capabilities. immeasurably, brought about substantial changes in the .
organizational structure, and necessitated further development of operational ¥
art. ;

The scientific and theoretical foundations of Soviet military [word : b
illegible] improved on the basis of the intensive development of military ¥
science and art. Changes in the nature of modern operations, the increase in
their scale and scope, the substantial increase in the copplement of forces and 1
means participating in an operation, the highly dynamic nature of operations,
the Lompjoxitv of the tasks being pzrformed {two words illegible] substantial

changes in [end of line iliegibiel,

{Unknown amount of text missing. |

General Principles of the Theory of Soviet Qperational Art

Soviet operational art encompasses the theory and practice of the
preperation and conduct of combined-arms, jolnt, and independent operations.

" [Line iliegipie.] ... rneory and practice, [part of line illegible] practice,
in order to {Word ilieginilel Soviet operat:onal art, the theory and practice of
preparing and conducting combined-arms, joink, and independent operations of
formations of the branches of the aﬂmeo forces.

”he Lheorv of operational .art is a strictly s 1en€if1¢a11y validated system
of knowledge zbout military actions a% the Lopcrabxonal] scale in all spatial-
spheres. The practice of cperational art includes the activitles of commanders,
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staffs, and troops (forces) of formations to prepare and conduct joint and
independent operations. It makes sense to speak of theory, and it makes sense
to speak of practice. Sometimes theory oulslrips practice, and sometimes
practice lags behind theory. There should, of course, be a {word illegiblel ;
close {theoretical] [twe words illeginie] tefwesn the twe, and thecry should not o
get too far ahead of practice If 1t is nel supported by a material base. Soviet 4
operational art encompasses both the general principles of the theory of 7;
operational art as well as the theories of operational art of the branches of i
the Armed Forces (the Strategic Rocket Forces, Ground Forces, Air Forces. Air
Defense Forces, and Navy).

What tasks are performed by the tiizory cf Soviet operational art?

i. Sowiet operationai art studies the iaws, nature, and content of modern K5
operations. Before the war we spoke & great deal about the nature of a future 4
war and the nature of future operaticns. For the most part [our assessments]
were correct, that this would ve a war ol norors, with extensive utilization of
vehicles, tanks, motorizeq iroops. sfc. The organizational structure of the }
forces and the employment of all the branches of the armed forces in an o
operation are determined by the views on the nature of war. Research on the '
issues of ithe laws and nature of modern operations is naturally a key task of |
the general theory of Soviet operational art, and of the theories of the armed 3ﬂ
forces branches, because it will affect the nature and method of utilization; .
for example, of formations of the Ground Forces, combined-arms armies, tank ¢
armies, air armies, {independeint) armies. [line illegible] wili affect the . i
organizaf;hnal structure of the armed farces {end of line illegiblel. ' e

2. The methods of peeparing and corducting operations, the role and place
of formavions amd larg: units of arme¢ Torces branches in the operations. These
issues [word illegiblel Oaxier] tie genecral theory of Soviet operational art.
The HMinister of Defense [s curreally focusing a greal deal of atiention.on the
preparation and conduct of [word 11Leu.;lm‘ operations. The attention of
commanders and operstional staffs is directed Lo the fact that it is now
necessary to cui dowm thie pro3onoed pericd of planning an operation to a shorter
pericd of ktime. 4 f~925 operation itwo words illegible] now in two or three
days. &ven four to five davs is written in the "Principles", but in the
{latest) orders the Supreme High Commanc, the senior political and military j
leadership have conciuded that four to f'ive davs for planning a front cperation o

" is unacceptable given the present nature of combat and the nature of the [word g
illegiblal modern oparation. Attention iz dlracted to the fact that front and

‘army commanders and staffs spend a Lot of time doing work for thenoelveu, that
is, they work ab headquarters planning an opacation, while the troops are left -
to their omm devices, wiin ao tasks assignad to them in peacetime, We are
losing bthe benefit of the ¢ syperiencs of the Great Patriotic War, when chiefs
assigned tasks to the tronps, and then [three words illegible]. [In addition
tol nlanaing, (line iilagihle,. This includes the preparation and conduct of
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operations, [word iliegible} combined-arms operations, joint operations, and
independent operations, and the methods of employment of formations of all the
branches of the armed forces -- what tasks L& assign, how to employ fronts,
combined-arms armies, tenk armies, ehe, . in en operation, as well as formations
of other brarches of the arps! Corecs, T includes. methods of veing nuclear
and conventicnal weapoay o hit the encmny. We have now [switched to] the
concept of a complex of delivery of conventional fire against the enenmy
[kompleks ognevogo porazheniya protivnika] in an operation.

3. The general theory of operational art and the theories of operational
art of the armed services branches study the methods of organization and.content
of continuous coordination in an operatlos. [This kind] of operation [two words
illegible] cembined-arms [operations], in which all or the majority of armed
services branches, branch arms, and specizl Lroops participate.

&, Comprenhensive sugport (operakhional. speciai technical, and rear services
support) for the combat actions and |several words illegible] of forces and
means, such as reconnaissance, engineer support, and chemical support.

5. Soviet operational art studies the problems of troop control in the
course of an operation. A greal deal or attention is presently being focused on
these issues, particularly command and control which utilizes automated means,
{three words iliegible]} airborne controi posts.

6. Operational art ejaborates reguirements regarding the organization and
arming of formations of branches of the srmed fovces. On the basis of the study
of the nature of modern opurabtions and = mathods of employment of formations
of armeg forces in an cparation, the ¢ an is naturally posed as to what the
organizacional structure ol these formabtions will be. This guestion is given a
great deal of sttention., Scviet wmilitary thinking is ncw coming around to the.
opinion that combingd-arms zrmies and -tark armies, as they now are in terms of
organizational structure as comparsd to the vesrs of the Great Patriotlc War,
are beconing more and move aiike, 3nd that there is no longer a need for both
the combined-arms armv and the tank army. The present nature of operations is
matched by the uniform {yedirayal army, which [word Illegible] one from another
only in the number of tank or motorized rifie large units [included in it], the
[word iliegiblel [of tanks]. Now [word illegible] Group of Soviet Forces in
Germany tank armies which nave tenk divisions and twe motorized rifle divisions.

"Meanwhile, a comrbined-arps army has four sctorized rifle divisions and two tank
divisions. Thus. the complement of branch arms and special troops {line
illegible].

Pt

A rreat deal of attention is being given to organization and armaments, that
is, the himely adoption of new. systems of weapons and nombat equipment into
operationa) service whinh [correspond] to the nature of the modern operation and
modern combat. The problem has now arisen of having reconnaissance-strike and
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reconnaissance-fire complexes in service, because the enemy has them, and on the
battlefield and In operations the engugewsnt will be won by the side with

reconnaissance-strike and reconnaisgsarce-lic complexes, that is, precision- 4
guided weapons systems. vt

7. The cevelspient o8 rzeomeendabions on the opevetivnal preparation of the
theater of military operations. It should be said that in the line units they
lag behind in these matiers, and that practical [word Illegible] in operational
preparation is a weak area. In particular, this is the case in the Far Eastern
Theater of Military Operations, where a lot of work has been done over the past ‘

; 15 years on operational preparation, especially [in] [two words illegible] area. M

: New roads have been built there, ipcluding fleld roads; work has been done on an ¥

; airfield network for purposes of [two words illegiblel aircraft, However, if
the ifdez is large-scale redeployment of troops in Ehe event of a period of
threat or the start of a war by the en=my. as tar as carrying out a march over
long distances, our preparation of the theater of military operations still
[word iliegibic] much bebier. It Is particularly ciear that when [line
f1legible]. The guestion was posed as to whether a march can be carried out
over [?1200].km? from the Transbaykal to Mongolia, for instance. These are long
marches, involwing [word illegiblej crossing mountain passes, and these routes
are -compietely unprepared. in. the first place. In the second place, there is no
water in the wells there in Monguiia. The wells are all clogged up, unequipped,
and unprotectec. When we equipped {word illegible] part of these wells there in
1945, the troups.[two words iilegiblej; in winter there is ice and in summer
large iword iilegible] water. Nob only for these theaters [part of line
illegible}. ‘here are agsny problens which [;;nm iillegitle].

< itk the nasw of the content ard methods of
operaticnai Lraining of ofiicers and goamand and cortrol agencies. The General
Staff’ now bas a special div torahe which deais solely with the operational
training of the troops. [WS sre arel comrades who only plan the cosnduct of
large-scaje cperationai-st gic end operational exercises and operational and
combat Lralning {part oi” iine iilepibvle]. ' ;

B. Operabionsl art ﬁeal

9. The study or the views cof Lne protable adversiary on the conduct of
combat actions on the cperational scale. UOpecational art and strategy, .
operational ar: and tpcbies work Lo ne avell ir thﬁy do not account for the
eneny. in-depth siudy of the eneny. the trobable nature of his actions in

" offenzive and defenaive [operations], nis Weapons, and new phenomena such as
AirLznd Rattie. ehe.. nakurally form a key task of Soviet cperational art.

The effectiveness of the practical actions of commanders, staffs and troops
to prensre and annduch modarn operations [is largely deferminev byl a correct
undarstanding by them of She major orincinles of oporatwunal art and the
skililful funiewientakion of these principles fn practice. The principles of
Soviet military art and cperaticnal ari dre the fundamental ideas, the key }%
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precepts and recomrendations for the preparation and successful conduct of
military operations of any scale. MHowever, notwithstanding a certain.
universality of the concrete applicabicus aivhin the framework of strategy and
operational art, there 4re alan many sppaifie [word Illegible]. This is
natural, becausa {ugr?* il la] crinciple far the Ground Forcaes will be A
[applied] wita one lnderpretabioa, for the 4le Forces with anciher, and for the ;%

Air Defense Forces with a third. The detailed elaboration of these principles
of Soviet military art and operational art in the conduct of operations of
formations of armed forces oranches is therefore a key task of the theory and

" practice of Soviet operaticnal art. The principles of the preparation and
conduct of operations follow from the principies of Soviet operaLional art; they

are therefore virtually identical.

The genera) [principles of the] theory of Soviet operational art also i
include the study of the major categories of Sovief operational ari, which are:
the operation, the engagement, cumbat actions, systematic combat actions, battle, and :
the strike. The general principles of Lae theory of 3Soviet operational art also i
study [word jlieginie] issues of the classification of operations, issues of -
{wora. illegibiei Lcontro: of mixed! forces and means [in an operation] and of h
comprehensive support ror an operation. i

¥he basic documents and the "Principles of the Preparation and Conduct of an o
Operation® provide an |expanded] definition of the operation. An operation is a
compiex and [word iilegibiej category of operational art. The clearest trend in i
its historical develiopiient is the expansion of Cthe spatial dimensions, both : ;
laterally zind Ia depth.  [Teo woeds illeginla2]l a certain terdency is developing A
to carry aut {seversi woras iilegible] of the tranches of the armed forces, the
developmant of Uline 1il el ¢iore wodern operatlons and combat actions
will be carcizd out glth 2 mocds propounced pace than in the Second World War Dy
grounds/air and air/reval forsce grounings. A & rezuli operaticns cof formations
of armed forces branches will be charscterized by a larger scope, not only
laterally end in depuk, but 3lso verticaily.  This is the basis for the

) definiticn of an opersticn. @First, it is ap aggregate of engagements, battles,
and strikss which are coordinated and interrelsted in objective, location,
wmission, and time. Secord, an opereticn is conducted according to a unified
concent and plan under vhe i2adershin of a comhined-arms command for the purpose
of [simultaneousi, direct accompiishueni of operationai-strategic and

_operational wissions on a nertain stiaregic [or operational)} axis within a
prescribed neriod of vire.  If we nake a sorategic operation in a theater of
military opersvicns, b incluses, Yirst of all, the sunt of front operations and

strikes by strategic nuolear forces" Front operations are ihe b i
L al OfﬂlJtLCH, it 1ncluae~, first of all,

strategic opzration. £ ol _
the =et of army Grifsnsive and dctrnnwv~ operations as weil as the combat actions ¥

of okther branch arms zug branches of the armed ferces. b
. i . s
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[Line illegible.] ... as, for example, the front offensive operation can
include first-echelon army operations: initfial and subsequent offensive !
[operations], the set of defensive opsxatAvuv Lword illegible], army operations
on several axes conduchsd - £ of a frant offensive operation. 4
The operation of & 2 rar group, btae commicment to battle i
and conduct of uparacfony by the second echelon of the front, and Lhe combat
actions of rocket troops, front air forceu, front air defense troops, and front
reserves are components of the front cffensive operation. Airborne landing i 4
.operations, amphibious landing operatiunu, and the initial nuclear strike of the - 4

. front are key components of the frent offensive operation.” As you can see, the
content of frong opzrations, in comparison with the period of the Great i
Patriotizc Var, (line iillsgible]. The same is true of the army operation, which i
consists of combat actions of first-echelon divisions, commitment to battle and
combat actiens of second-echelon divisicas, combat actions of army operational N
maneuver grcups. and the participation of the armv in the initial nuclear strike o
of the front. ‘The army cperation has thus come to consist of a large set of
operations, engagements. pabiles, strikes, and {Trcopl maneuvers- which are
interconnected in objectiive, locatinn, :nd time.

In connection with the advent of reconnaissance-strike and reconraissance- "
fire compiexes, u key component of LESEE and army operations is the delivery of
strikes by reconnaissance-strike and recomnaissance-fire complexes. Previously
only the initiai nuciear strike {was piannedi: now there is an order of the
Minister of Defaense to plan the first massed strike Ly conventional weapons.
Everything is pianned in the same way &s Yor an initial nuclear strike against
top-priiurity Lﬂ1§=t5 for a strike by reconnalssance-strike and reconnzissance- ;
fire complexes, {ront aviation; and rockeb troops using missiles with ik
conventional war The irdtilal mz ¢ striks by comveritional weapons is 2]
planned with the same [word illegibiel as initial nuclear strike of the : e
front; and it iz also s key componsnt o feeng and army operations.

e

An engagement is a mafor category of Soviet opsrational art. It is part of
an operation which is also coordinabed in cbjective, locaticn, and time. A
front can conduct a border nesting ergagement, an engsgement to break cthrough
the rforwzrd defensive line of NATG, for exzmple, an engagement on a large water
obstacle, an sngagement to defeat ths enemy's uperational reserves, efc. In a
front one or two ermies ars put into aciion for an engagement, which can have up
to 206-%0¢ km <f' frontsgs. Tn an zray owo o three divisions are (put into
‘action] for an engagenent, vhich can hava up ho 100-350 km of frontage
Engagements can be combined-arss. air, ailr defense, and naval engagements.

Comhat actions are a ok of the operational employment of formstions and
large units of zrmed forces pranches within the context of an operation on a
larger scale or a [word illegible] aperation. [Line illegible! front air
forces. Ivord ilisgible] an operation, can perticipate nnlv in an operetion in a
thearer ot military cperzbions, for exmanle, when they are assigned,
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Systematic combat actiuns. This variety of combat actions is a special form
of the operational employment. of formai.ons ui the Air Forces, Air Defense
Forces, and Navy with limited o misziony 49 exerh continuous . i
pressure on t!w aqepy, D170 e, and oreale & favorable situation 1
for friendly forces Ln {& purticular] ares. ¥his type of combatl actions, as :
[two words illegible], was employed extensively during the Greal Patriotic War.

. The battle is the basic form of the tactical actions of troops, naval ﬂ
forces, and aviation. A battle can be a combined-arms, air defense, or air 4
battle. :

A strike is a compeonent of operations, sngagements, and combat actions and a
special form of the operztional and combat emnloyment of large units of
Strategic Rocket Forces, Ground Forces. alr Yorces, and the Navy which consists
in hitting enemy troop groupings and ground, air, and naval targets Jithin a
period of short duracvian by exerting vowsrinl pressure on them with nuclear and

conventional weapons or trocps.  Thus, in sddition ro missile strikes, fire ﬁ
strikes, and strikes by reccnnaissance-strike complexes. there can also be troop %
strikes. g £

The generzl} principles of Soviet operational art also include the
classif'ications of modern operatiens. ‘the "Principles of the Preparation and
Conduct of an Operation" presently classify operations by type: combined-arms

operations, fieet combined-arms operaticns, joint operations, and independent !;',
operations. 3
&

4

Goinhined-arims operatians are sonducted with the participation of all or d
most of the branches uof arued forces, beanck arms, and special troops. i

Combined~arag operations are conducted undsr the leadership of a combined-arms
command [or the purpose ol zcccapllshing a larges aumber of
[operational-istrategic arnd operzilonal basks of different types simultanesusly.

- On the basis of this definition, combined-arms operations are [word illegible]
as follows: a strategic operzticn in a thesater of military operations, front
operacious, armv cperabions and corps operabions. The development of the theory
and practice of the preparation and conduct of combined-arms operations is
naturaily the focus of a great deal of altention by the theory of Soviet
operational ari, cecause comoined-aras cperations inciude virtually the entire
‘set of operaticons conducked by a combined-arms command (commander-in-chief of
the theater of miili{tary operations, {rouni coumander, aud army and corps [word
illegible!l),

in general [part of line iilegible] combinec-arms znd fleet combined-arms,
fleef operaticns, operaticns of diveraified-force flotillas also (word’
illegiblel the same, wikh a single objeckive. <
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' A joint operation Is purt of a combiined-arms operation. Joint operations are :

the first [two words illegible] conducted within the context of combined-arms 8
operations. Joint operations are condu.ted Ly formations of one or several :
branches of the armed forres, hﬂanoh arm3, and sperial tronos to.carry out
operational-stratezl T t wrily of 5 single bypa. Joint
operations include alsboros anding o-:Vﬂtimns, areniblous landing cperations,
antilanding operations, air operations, and air defense operations. Air /
operations and air defense operations are conducted within the context of a
strategic operation in a theater of military operations. Airborne landing
operations, amphibfous landing operations, and antilanding operations can be
conducted within the coantext of either a strategic operation in a theater of :
military operations or a frent operation and scmatimes even an army operation. !

Ingependent operations can he conducted within the context of combined-arms
operations or loint operaiiouns, generally by an operational formation of a
particular branch of the armed forces in cooperation with formations of other i i
branches of' the armed orces or indepsiczntly.  independent operations include s
operations of tne air armies or the Supreme Hign Command, air defense operations
of independent armies or of an air defense district, and certain naval
operations of, rormations and groupings of navail forces.

Operations are divided by mode [pa vidam] into offensive operations and
defensive operacions. Soviel operational art naturally devotes a great deal of
- attention to Che development of combined-arms oifensive operations: the
’ strategic operation in a theater ol miiitary operations, the front offensive
operaticz, and the army offensive cparatlon. '

ional ari aiso studies the

In adéition Lo offensive operations, Sovize opsrat
laws ol tha praparation and conduct of combivnsd-prag defensive operabtions: a
strategic cperalion in a thearsr ni nilicsry operations {(this is primarily a
[word iilsgibiel of strategy), and witiiia che sphere of operational art, the

conduch of front and army defensive operations. The question of froni and army
: defensive operations is the focus of a great deai of attention at the present

time. Moreover, in connechion with Gthe aduent nobt cnly of nuclear missile
weapous, but alsc of precision-guided weapons, it is helieved that even when
convent.ionai weapuns ars emploved, the situation of a iront or army can

frequently change radicaliy [part of line illegiblel offensive and wiil also iy
conduct {line iliegible].

Cperaticns are aL 30 G viﬁﬂd Lnrn 1n1 ial =nd subsequent oprvat)ons. initial
front. and army operabion ront and army operations (primarily
offensive opuJ.;‘nno.. s, airhough Sovieh Operﬂtlunai art studies
both jviitial and subsenueni 011eﬁr ve aperations, the main focus of theory and
practice s on the preparaticn.and conduch of initial ufrpﬂhlvo operations,
becanse the subsewanent sncoess of a strategic operaion 'in a theater of military
operations will depend on the init{al front offensive operations.
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The Charactaristic Features znd fraiciples of the Preparation ] 4
and Conduct of Combined-fArms, Joind, 2ad Wndependent Operations

The charactoristic [aeiluces and principles of the pregaraticn aad conduct of ’
an operation, which procsed from the principles of Soviet operational art and . i
Soviet military art, are as follows.

1. A high level of combat readiness of the troops. IR

2. Integration [yedinstvo] of the preparation of modern combined-arms,
Joint and indspendent. operations to accomplish missions under the various
conditions that a future war could possibly start and be waged, with and without
the employment of nuclear weapons. You are familisr with the evolution of this &
matter: when nuclear missile weapons {irst appeared in the early 1950s, we did H
not acknowledge the condueb 0F operations in wnich couvvencional weapons alone
were employed. buf nilanned only operations in which nuclear weapons were
employed. <Then the employment of nuclear and conventionai weapons began to be
covered in separate plans. We have now concluded that we have to plan a single
integratea [yedinuyu] operation for the employment of both nuclear and i
conventional weapons. This principle of the integration of preparation and 2
conduct of au operation means thal a single task is assigned to the troops that g

: is the same with and without the employment of nuclear weapons. A single '
[?0bjectivesisne] of advanve of trocps, 4 single offensive zone, and a single
depth to which missions are carried oub are established. The reason for this

principie is the fact that we do not know how an operation wiil begin, whether -}
g T :

it will invoive naciesy wueapsns or 2 period In which conventilonal weapons are e
employed fioiicuszd by a brg ﬁLPI”n o the enpioymens s auciear weapons, or how L

i weapons are empioyed will last. In Order
No. QOR00 (hnae ¥inlster of Dofense goed che task of training broops and
staffy for acclons in which conventinnal weapons along are =2mpioyed, without

. lowering the ievel of troop training for acrions in which nuclear weapons are
emploved.

long bhiis per n which conventior

3. A high ievel of activity of the troops, resoluteness of purpose, and the

large spatial scope of madern combinad-arms, joint, znd independent, operations.
_Résolurensss of prurpose {includes resoluteness| [fwo words illegible el. [Line
illegitie] {km}, front operations ars ccnducted to a depth of {600-700] km, and
the ohisctive or a frent offsnsive operanion is to defeai the oppesing army
group or fiont of the }1wbab=e adversary, Lo defeat the nearest strategic
[reseives |, ana to gain control of @ iine ab a depth of up to 600700 km. The
objectives ar front and army cperabions fword ili@ginlﬁ}f since the spatial
scope of a fiont op plel in a zone of up to 500 km to a depth

it operabion [word illeg
of 600706 kxi, with high rates of udv(‘ce. b0-50 km [ver day).
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4. hkchieving the objective of an operatiocn through the ccordinated
employment of all branches of the armed forces, branch zrms, and special troops
of the froni; and army. Since modern coutincd-arms operations involve the
partlcipatxon of most or 21l hranches of ths arned fercss, branch arms, and
special troopn, the I arises for the convlinated enployment and ciose
interaction of fornaiions ¢f @il branches of the armed forces, oraanch arms, and
special troops within the context of a strategic operation in a theater of
military operations, front operations and army operations. .

-

5. Declsive ccncentration, massing of forces and means on key axes. This
principle [is taken] [word illegible] [from] the ewperience of the Great
Patriotic War. One example was when the &lth Army of the Western Front first
broke through a sector of the German defense on 10 January 1942 [three lines
fllegiblei. This principle was parvicuierly evident in the Stailingrad
operation, for exampie, when the Don Fronkt {part of iline iilegible] the 65th and
24th armiss. 'The 65th Army broke through a 6-km sector: two rifle divisions,
two tank brigades. five artiiilery cegiments, and five regiments of the RVGK
[Reserves of tihe Supreme High Command]. (n the remaining sector there were five
rifie divisions. I[n the final stage of the war the attack groupings of front
troops inciuded 50 to 80 percent of rifie troops of the front, 40 to 90 percent
of the artillery, and 5C to 100 percent of the tank [word illegib]e] For
example, in the Yassy-Kishinev Operation, which was a classic example of massing
of forces and means or the axis of the main thrust, the froants broke through a
16-km sector of the German defense, apuroximately four vercent of the total
lengih of the front. {iwo vwords iilepible] concentrated approximately 80-90
percent of Che rifie divisions, {number '}L‘Qxhlel percent of the artillery, and
all che iznks of the frout on this [Ewo epihie] {sectori. Such were
the principies of massing (chree words i“’ LLUi 2] of commanders to efiect
intensive nassing of foross and means on key anes.

Iy &8 cleqr, however, that under present conditions we can no longer adopt
this principle of massing in its entirety and apply it to a modern front,
concentrating landing ldrces, depioyment forces, a percentage of artillery and
tanks, ete. ©o.break through a 20-km sector. In a special issue of "Military
Thought” commencrabing the &0th anniversary of victory irn the Great Patriotic
War, the Minister of Defense states thai [greaver] use must be made of the
experience of the Grear fatrictic War, hut we cannot mechanically transfer this
experience, not even cervaln pe inciples of the preparation and conduct of
coperations.  Yhe i g, Dowever, is resciufeness of purpose, surprise in
the d(livery or v ainst the enemy and in the employment of [word
illegitile] foress and meang; these are winciples which we can use. ficcording
to current views, modern densities are {parh of line illegiblel indirget fire:
positicns, per kilomebsr of froat in a breakthrough sector from 15 %o 20 tanks,
12 to 1§ zireraft and combat kklﬂvnrtar , and a motorized rifle battalien in the
attack echelon. Thus, imore than! 30 tanks and 30 artillery pieces aré massed
[two iines tilewibie].
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6. Effective engagement of the enemy with nuclear means in an operation.
To conduct an cperaticn the modern front csii allocate 800-1000 nuclear warheads
under conditions of tie Western Thentar of Miltary Operations; of these, half of
this [word ileg:hlal iz 2l Itz front cation [wors illegible} the
initial nuclezr strliue. u Uk

: of The maiil GArust an ar my can [allocate]
150-200 nuclear warheads, of which %0-60 percent can be [word illegible] the
initial nuclear strike. 5

To hit the ememy with nuclear means the following are employed: front and
army rocket ftroops, hcavy artillery of the front, which i3 not i(word 1Lleg1ble]
to the army, organlc artillery of notorized v L?- and tank divisions, [152]-mm
howitzers, [word illegikle] self-propeiled (word illegible], and front air
forces. Thus, for exampie, effectively hitting a Lance battalion of three
batteries (the oid generation) requires approximately tnree nuclear warheads of
{numper zjlpgibLe] kitobtons. 10 takes approximately 12-i5 nuclear warheads to
effectively hit an opposing eneny divasion on the main line of defense and five
or six nuclear warneads for a division in tne second achelon oc reserve. It 1Is
particularly iword missing -- 7important] to effect losses of 90-9%5 percent in
hitting the enemy'’s nuciear actack means: Pershing battalions, Lance
battaiions, nuclear munitions depots, troop control posts, tactical air control
centers, [word illegible} control centers, and now also precision-guided weapons
ground control centers and (end of line illegible].

1. Effective delivery of convencionai fire against the enemy. Although we
devised this new term, “complex of delivery orf convencional fire against the
enemy," il the Great Poorichic War dedivery of fire zpainst the enemy was also
[word jiiegibiz] €wit*" ese compinies, oecause arfilisry fire, strikes by
aviacion, {wors iliegi mines, «unlozive opstacizs, efc. were planned. Now,
however., the complex corwentional fire against the enemy has a
broacer, mors sutl canss it includes strikes by operational
and tactical ] wirheads. This became particularly
effective when nJU>ue: warnpads began tu be used. In 1973, when [thres words
illegible! (operafhional missiles) and {two words iilagible] missiles {without
clusier warieads] wers uzed, an entire vabtalion Fired, 3-10 nissiles; but this
was (word ilisgiolel]. hueﬂ special cluster wavheads ware used the combat

capabilitias af rockel troogs for delivering flre with conventional missiles
were gre y envanced. This includes the deiivery of artillery sbtrikes from
“indirect as weil 3z fire of banks, A10Ms, and [ two words
illegible] A g Mais includes anriwes by asrmy aviation, attack
3 15 aw‘mulcn. A ome wonen’ of the complex of delivery

helicovie ;
of bonv&uuLonni i1 b g bﬂud) now ia the use of strikes by front and
army retiuna ana reconnaissance-{ire comolexes (front and army

RUKs and R0£s).
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&§. Achieving surnrise in sctions. We employed this principle particularly

extensively during the Great Patrictic War. For example, Marshal of the Soviet ;
‘Union Zhukov {line illegible]. He saiu §isl we have come Into an organization ¥

where there are pattarns. First of all, w2 234 not wsni to he deceived. For . If
our part, we oonavntad g fous plan of mu ¢t dezeive the enzay. [Word '
{llegible] we wzre npot {certaln] that the eveny would nol use his own plan P
against us, that [we would not be deceived]. [Twe words 1llegible) of the enemy :
a [large] grouping, [4000:] tanks, more than 10,000 [word illegible]l of :
artillery, cavalry corps, [word illegible] large units, combined-arms {?armies].
) All these mezsures of the [word illegible] plan were carried nut. We had no i
complete guarantee that we would succeed in achieving operational-tactical f
surprise. Therefcore, [line illegibile] ihe ¢nemy could determine not only the
axis of cur attacks, bul he could also guess [word illepible]. We could not b
count. on the enemy heing s0 [word illegible] that he would know nothing of the K
operation deinp preparad. Neither the cowmander nor the staff could give such a Y
guarantee. And zlthough we perhaps did not succeed in completely concealing the bt
. entire concept [of the overationl}, the Vistuia-Oder Uperation was a classic -
operation conducted py the st Pelorussian and 1st (krainian £29?t§' the mission :
was specificaliw assignen to the [word iilegib:e! depth, but in fact we came ocut ,
at the Ocer {word illegihile]. And even [word illegible] Georgiy Konstantinovich ]
said, “Comrade [iilegible], why have vou stopped? 7The tank armies must be sent 3
directly te kerlin!* He responded, "We cculd cerrainly Send them there. But -1
would they return? That'‘s another matcer!" [In other words, there was an ;o
elenent [iine iliegiviel.

Like miany ouneratlions, the opermLiOn Oof the s Ukrainian Front Lo itake Kiev
in 1583 inciuded exiensive neasures iov waskirovka 1nJmcuf ape, “conceaiment, and
deception], and when Ry cn’s sird Tarnds as svansTerred frem one {front] to

anotner, [line illegihie]. It passed compistely wnoticed when ‘word iliegiblel
tank army was [switchned] 30 km to the nurth, Kiev was taken by an altack from
was & [vord iflleglble] attack winich the Germens did not expect.

maneuver of Lroops, forces and means and timely establisnment of
reserves. ¢ apr)ication of this principle is ab a new stage, inasmuch as [two
words iilegivic]j frunt operational mu\ﬂHJF” froups ars aow being set up; these
are tang armies, gﬁﬁwﬁh‘a number of milltary districks army corps of the

Reserves of thie Bupr emp High Lommand hays bean set up. Thess gecial ;g
fdrganizstLox,? sonsizt of tanle and ﬁubﬁ”;’kd rifle brig aips. This lznds i
“greater mosility ro the {(two werds 1k | set up to operaiz in the :
opevaticral danth of Lhe snemy’s defl ; ot from the main forces of the .
“They [tun words illezibie] of s tank army. Ln combined-arms and tank - i

(. arny operation2l wanesuvar grouns consist of tank divisions or motorized "
rifle divisiong intended to aperaks in isolztion from the main zrmy focces. Fed
[Word iliegible] [ack a brosd of Tensiva by air is carried cu® For example, Lo
during rs t mAanewy lsimulating @} £ ont offensive oppra*xox, two drops of t
airborne divisions, twa ar bhpse drops of alrhorne assault brigades, three or L
- : : bi
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four drops of airberne assault regiments of combined-arms and tank armies, and
two or thrze drops of motorized rifle battalions wers carried out. The total
number of troops landed in the course o the [ront operation was up to 80,000
nen.

10. Fully accoun s Foroand viiliving worai-politvicel and psychclogical
factors [two words zllvgiblu] success of operaticns and combat actions. This
requires in-depth [knowledge] of the political morale and psychological state of
our troops, organization and conduct af active palitical work, systematic study
of the moral and political gualities cof the enemy, discovery of his strong and
weak points, active countermeasures te his ideological diversious and
propaganda and exerting a purposeful ideological and psychological influence on
the enemy'’s trcops and pouularinn. The special UOth-anniversary commemorative
issue to{ "ilitary Thought®} contains an articie by General [three or four
words iilegibie] of the ist Belorussien Front, who cites some interestiing
information on policical work im tha ist felorussian Front: how many [radio
transmissions] {word i{iicgitle) to Lue Cerwans, how wany ileaflets were Issued,
and how the political workers carcisd oul vear support measures for this
operation, for example, supplying fuel.

T FlrmA continuous trocp conkrol and comprehensive support for an
operation. fs the "Principles of the Prevaration and Conduct of . an Operation"
state, operations and combat actions mush recelive comprehensive support.
Suppoct is a mejor duty of commanders and staffs or all [levels]. Three types
of sugport are currentiy distinguished: operavional support, special-technical
suppoct, and rear sarvines support. '

Operztiansl subpor.

£ apsrationsl support and will be
lecLures.

»dasfruction is to create

The purpcse of uction
condlcions of employment

favorable conditions jor

by Ghe saemy of weapons of mass de crucuion. ahuiccly speaking, to reduce losses

from nuclear, cherical, picioglcal, ang other [ypes off weapons.

iudes the seb of measures comniucted by the front

ing enemy electronic svetems, taking them out of action
by delivering strikes agalust thew op. with upeui 1 grovps, @lectronlc
COUNT#TMEASUras,; amd fivofooﬂxc CO‘\@“‘v“UUH(P’W@dnJT@b. This covars various
types Of NEASU zoactlve meas i3 now believed that if the
enemy iy H S, even iy 2Lime, an ereccisss tha district or
front bOmmande {two i\nh_ iilpgiblz]. 1 am speaking on the basis of the
expe"ipnne of exercises in rhe Far Eastern Mi]itarv District. It fook us eight

Elacoro

hours Lo recsfve a o Prom Lie iy ander conditions of jamming.
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majoi operaticnal tasks. and is also r
“in an aperation of mixed fcroes, rorasiions and large units of different
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[Reception is] in fits snd spurts, approximately 15-20 minutes, [two words

-illegible] agent communicabions. In fact, the only reception is via wire

communications. [But this] is in peaceline [uord illegible].

S ’

e

2uk far oithe purpete sf i
actions, bhc 50, Lit heust,oand Letop grouplngs eing fuimed from the
enemy, in other words, for the purpose of deceiving the enemy and establishing
favorable conditions fow troop maneuvers, (such as taking up an attack
position], commitment to battle of second-echelon armies, etc.

[

Other types of operaticnal support include chemical support; topographic and
geodetic support, which is now zlse included under operational support, involves
the pr?pa;aticn of topographic and geadetic data necessary for the effective
employment oi rocket troops and of wwaﬂrno in generali, and even includes
provision of troops with tha usuwal mapz; and hydrometecrological support, which

accounts for the effect of nyarometaorolngzcaJ conaitions on the combat actions
of troops.

tank motor uransporu. aviacion eagineer supporv. QLV.); and ncbro{gﬁfcaA
support, which is carried our for the purpose ol standardization and accuracy of
measurcients necessarv ror vhe effective empioyuent of we2apons and combat

equipiiens .

. Rear Services Support. The mzin types of rear services support include
logistic, transoort, @8 . and sther types of support for modern combined-

arms joxni and 1“|e*fu 1 operations.

In sddizicn 46 the Inorsasingly mulbifaceted nature of operational art as a
wholie and of each branch of bthe armet forces individuslly, there is an
incrsasingly strong ;\“‘uncv for interpenetration of the theory of each branch
of ihe armed Sgroes with whe general theory of Soviet cperational art. This is

due to the faci thau under present-day condivions [word illegible] eiecution of
ed Lo thp {vord 1110g4ble! uttlization

branches of the armed {orces. Operations [have hecone the mainl forn of {word
illepiblel actions nob only at the siratepic level, bub at the operational level
as well. Most or akl hrancnes of the armed forces can varticipate in front
an¢ army opgrabions. in addition to naval forces, air forces and front forces
and means operating on i ccastal axis can pecticipste in naval operations.
Rescarch and developnent on problems of bhe preparation and conduet of
operations . are the most massive ami complex the theory of operational
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art and of ths general principies. P

The material base {word {llegible; a.( 1y being upgraded. Both sides ;i

are putting new types of wsapon iprent Into service in mass o

quantities, and rnunls i ST weapons contlnue Lo Improve e

[two words {11:;1nl:] [ precision- gl ded weapons systems. Many points 5

of Soviet operdtional art will apparently have to be revised, especially those o

dealing with the preparabion and conduct of cperations. Previcuvsly it Was ]

believed that the main pericd in the delivery of conventional fire against the L
enemy was preparation fire for the attack or advance, and.... [Line 1llegible.]

«.. [10] percent of [all targets are apparently} hit during the period of A

preparation fire for an attack or advance. With the employment of precision- i

guided weapons, this point will probably be revised, because while previously, ; -

during a period such as the period of fire im support of movement to contact a

[ognevoye obespecheniye vydwizhenive voysk], only front air forces could deliver
strikes. now rockst troops using orecision-guided weapons can deliver strikes
during this period. Tuus, whersas eariier ouiy {ive percent of all targets were
hit during this pecicd, 1t .s now believed that this will the maim period and
[two words iliegible} with crossfire, which will be aimed at [word iilegible]
from two directions [two woras iilegible] nuclear attack means, Lroop control
posts, and ground centers of precision-guided weapons svstems. Kew procedures
have already appeared [in| [two words iliegible| loperationsi; this is already ,
stated in the “"Principles of the Preparaticn{%] {iine illegiblei. &5 a result .

. of the appearance of new weapons, many points of the "Principies of- the
Preparation and Conduct of an Operation” are being revised.

, Thie economy science, and hechnniogy are devpLoplng v1goroualy undar H
preserit-day zouditions, which malkes b possibis i quickly to {word W
illegikle ! the iad selentific proce zo out into the fieid,; making
it necessary v acacunt for ohanges |thrse R 11!~ujmag1 armed combat. As a
result of the ping of tyraops with inproved waznons and combat equipment and
further change the theory and prectics of operational art, rirst of all

) {word rilzgibie) the protiem of .incraoasing che combat readiness of tinops co
conduct operzticns and combat actions hoerh with and withouv ruclear weapons, and
issues such as rastoring attack grourings o & tabtisworthy state and actious
under conditiong of the cmpJOtmenh ot nﬂutrﬂﬁ w2auons. 7Thsre is nc means of
such & fuudamental nacure which [can acocaplish the same thingl as seizure and
landing by airporne iasnding forces, actlons of forward detachments, ste. The
importance of theorabical esiahbcration znd prastical solution of the problems of
comprahensiva aupport of apsrations, abovs wl’ reccnnaissance, L8 increasing.
Profound knowledge of mililtary theory, particularly the theory of operational
art, makes it possible o exueuie the tasis of [veconnaissance] support for
combatl acticns and operations, wao werds 1ilepible! the present situation, the
nature of modern operations, the forms and meircds of preparing and conducting
operations, and the roie and place ir nham of cperationcl, special-technical,
and rear services support. :
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