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Summa.ry : 

The following intell igence report is a translation from Russian of the text 
of a lecture at the Voroshilov General Staff Academy on Soviet operational art. 
The text is a fairly well orgal'Jized stan,iard textbook treatment which touches on 
a few of the themes of current interest in Soviet operational art, such as 
integrated planning of nuclear and nonnuclear scenarios In operations and the 
effect of the introduction or precision-guided weapons on the preparation and 
conduct of operations . The paper opens with 'a brief history of Soviet 
operational art, followed by a discussion of the role, tasks, and general 
principles of, the theory of Soviet operational art, the principles of the 
preparation and conduct of. operations, and the problems of their application in 
the present-day context. 
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SOVIET Of l.mA'.i'lONAL ART 

Operational art.. a.s a wajor· CGiT•POi1c:mt ot' Soviet 11lili t.ary art. [word 
illegible} on the basis of the theory and practice of our Soviet Armed Forces. 
The experience of Soviet operational art took shape in the First and Second 
World Wars, and [word illegible] in the Civil War and Great Patriotic War. 
Soviet operational art is con6tantly changing, improving, and being enriched 
with new [wcrd illegible]. 

A major factor influencing the content and development of operational art is 
the leadership exercised over the Armed Forces by the Communist Party and the 
government (two !lords illegible.l, and th.ei,. ~onstant and careful attention to 
the problems of strengthening the aefense capability of our country. In 
addition, the development of operational art is influenced by a number of other 
factors, t.he main ones of which are [three words illegible], scientific and 
technical progress, the state of the country's econcmy, the level of [technical] 
equipping of .the troops., the state of combat readiness and training of the 
troops~ the statf! and odentatlon of the development of the armed forces and of 
the probable adversary•~ tlieory of military art, the special features of the 
theater of military operations, the [word illegible] of the troops and practice 
of the allied armed forces [two words U legible). 

A large contribution is being made (to the development] of Soviet 
operational at·t l:.hrough the currenl:. development of l:.he theory of the preparatlon 
and conduct of combinea-arms, fleet combi.ned-ar·ms, joint and independent 
operations, which is being •.h:velopeu in the course of operational-strategic and 
operatior1al e1f.er·c:iseB. i·n order t.o aecomp1ish th~ assigned tasks, the 
operal~J.onal command is now l.ttrc wonl~; Hlegible] of all brc;nche.s of !-;he armed 
forces ,. branct1 arms, a.nd spN:iaJ. ' tr·oops >~il~hln t.he context of a [one or two 
words 'LEeg5.b1e1 opera.tLor... A modern ope~'ation is thus [given) a combined-arms 
nature~ uhich is under~t.ood as ( thr·ee Fords il1egible] operation of a large set 
of [several words illegible]. In Order lio. 00200 the Hlnister of Defense 
focuses the attent.ion of commanders and start's on [line illegible). 

Tl1Js lect:urf! Hill a.dcii'C:Ss the [mai.rt] i.ssues of Soviet operational art, the 
main stagns of as de,_;•elopment and the ma.tn issues of theory. 

Main Sta9e:. C·~ the OP.\'t:loi)met,t of Soviet Operational Art 

Ohject.it;e preeondH.lons for t11e orig.in (~f.' operational art were created by 
the deve.lopnent of th•'l productivity of sool.(~ty anti by cranges i.n !.t.s social and 
political struc t: urE~, as fle.ll a.s .1.n Lh•~ sta,te of armamenls, organization of' 
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troops, and methods of conducting military operations. [Two lines illegible] 

organization, armaments, strategy and tactics [word illegible], depending on the 

level of production achieved at a given t:i.;oe and the quality of (word illegible] 

materials. , 

(Unknown <>.iilcu:,t; of t;e;d; .r.·lssh;g. j 
!', 

In the postwar period in the Soviet Armed Forces operational art developed ' I 
i 

on the basis of the study and assimilation of the experience of the Great 
Patriotic War and second World War as well as the improvement of armaments and 
military equipment, particularly tanks, aircraft, and .artillery. 

The fourth stage of the development .of Soviet operational art began in the 
1950s, and was characterized by 1·adir::al changes related to the advent of 
fundamentally new weapons with l:.i·emend,,:,_rs qffens i ve capabilities. This stage is 
linked to the advent of n~clear missile weapons, the equipping of the Soviet 
Armed Forces wfth nuclear missile •.,teapons from the strategic echelon to the 
tact!.~al echelon, the introduction af electronic means, and the complete 
motorization and mechanization or the troops, which increased combat 
capabili.ties. immeasurably, brought about substantial changes in the 
organizational structure, and necessitat-ed further development of operational '

l; 
. 

art. ,:.,i ' 

1'he scientific and theoreti cal ro,mdations of Soviet military (word )~
illegible] improved on the basis of the i ntensive development of military ., , 
science and art... Changes i. n the nuture of modern operations, the increase in 
their scale and .scope, the .substanthl J nc: re:;tse :i.n the . complement of forces and 
means pa. rUc i p.;~ting i.n .:~r. operation, the !·d. ghly dynami\! nature of operations, 
the compJ.ex i ty of the t.a .sks being p.~: r /ormed l t~_r r, ioords illegible 1 substantial 
changes in [er1d of 1ine il.L ~!gible]. 

[Unknown amount o i text missing. ] 

General Pri!1c: iples of th~ Theory of Soviet Operational· Art 

Soviet operational art encompasse:; the theory .and practice of the 
prepc;~·at i.l'm alld condur.t. of combined ·-arms, jolnt,, anti independent operations. 
(Line illegible.] .. • t heo r y and prnntice , ( part of line il l egible ] practice, 
in or·der tr. [ word i li~!g:i:ni.e j ~~o1i ie t. nfJ(:t•rt.U. ow1.l o.rt, t.he tl"leory and practice of 
preparinr, anrJ cond;.;cttng coinbine(J··il!'m:::, jo i r.t. and independent operations of' 
formations of tM hranct:<'!s oi' th~~ acmed for•c,~G. 

The ltteory llf opera t.i.o nal.ar-t. i :> a :;i~t·1ctly !:dentifically validated system 
of knowV~clge ;:.bout mili tary actions at the [operational] scale in all spatial · 
spher:-es. The pt'act.ice o f operational a. l't includes the activ~ties of commanders, 
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staffs, and troops (forces) of formations to prepare and conduct joint and 
independent ope~ations . It makes sense to speak of theory, and it makes sense 
to speak of practice. Sometimes theor'y oyblt'ips practice, and sometimes 
practice lags behind t.hrorj'. T:",er·C: :ittXtl'J ~ G~' CO:JrSP.: be a [word illegible] 
close ( theon,.:: lc::l! 1 [t l~t; · ~c· r·:l:; l.ll·.:;:i; :;_bie l ;:.,3 ,':.ii8-:cn the two, and theory should not 
get too far at;e;;:ti of pr ' ~~:::tic.:. lf it i;;; ;w;;. suppo:l'l~ed by a material uase. Soviet 
operational art encompasses both the general principles of the theory of 
operational art as well as the theories of operational art of the branches of 
the Armed Forces (the St~ategic Rocket Forces, Ground Forces, Air Forces, Air 
Defense Forces, and Navy·) . 

What tasks are per·formed by the ti1aor.y cf Soviet operational art? 

·1. So11iet of.)erationaJ. ar·t stud:i.es the laws, nature, and content of modern 
operations.. Before the ~1ar He spoke c; f.)'B?..t . dt'".al about. th~ nature of a future 
war ana the 11atur:-e of future opera tJ.cn.:;: For the most part (our assessments] 
were correci:., ~.hat. this ~o~ould oe a >J<<.~:' of motors, wittl extensive utilization of 
vehicles,. tanks , motori.zect troops, etc. T'ne organi.zational structure of the 
forces and the employ1nent. of aLL the branches of the armed forces in an 
operation are determined by the views on t-he nature of war. Research on the 
issues of the laws and nature of modern operac.ions is naturally a key task of 
the general theory of Soviet operational art, and of the theories of the armed 
forces branche!>, because it will affect the nature and method of utilization ; 
tor example, of formaUon.s of the Ground Forees, combined-arms armies, tank 
armies. air armies, [inriepende;tt) armies. [Line illegible) wili affect the 
organizat.ic•n.<.'.. struc:l;t; t' ~ of the arr:1ed fr:rce:.;: [end of line illegible]. 

2. 'l'ht~ nt•~t- !'!od:.:. of p ·•opa!'i.ng aDd t';o,·,d u. l: \: :·..ng tJper-ai:. :L ons, the role and place 
of for·matf:J)ri$ _and larg·~ unHs ·of aL'W~ci f or.' 0e:.;; br-anches in the operations. These 
issues [ wok'·d i:UE:gl.bh: ] ( 1.md~:r l Ute wme1·a .L :-.th~ot·y ot So,riet. operational art. 
The Hini:>t.er of Defen.S<:! l~> em·r·,~nLly fcc•..zsing a gr·eat· dea1 of atb;ntion .on the 
prepo.ratlon ccri(1 c.:mdw~ t o.f [ ~.'ord 5. liegit:l8 ]. op~~~·ations. The attention of 
commanders and o(,X'r;; tione.J 3t.af.fs is di reG t~d tl' th-e tact; that it is now 
nece~;sary to cut do·o'n t.i'l•::. pr.-olonged p1~rlc-<:i rJf planning an operation t o a shorter 
peri,,d of time , it f';;"cmi:. operation ;: two words illegible] now in two or three 
days. t:ven t'oiH' to-·lFie days is written in tt1e 11 Principles", but in the 
[latest] ord...'ii"S tbe .Suprr,:me High Com1a::mct , tr.v~ sen.i.or poU.t1.cal and military 
leadership have concluded t.nat. t'our t.o i'ive days for fJ:tanning a .f!.?_!l_!: operation 

-- is unacceptable givtnl t rw prril:>ent. i1<ihl :c'•.~ of combat and the nature of the [word 
111egi.bl·8} model" l1 ope:'at.f.on . At.te:1~;ion i.:::~ rlJJ"ectect to tl1e f:,.ct that. f!'_9nt and 

-army cnmm?.md\?.l·s ;:~,nd : ~t:tf.fs .spend a :\.or. oi' t.ime -;l.oing work for themselves, that 
is, they woi~k ·~t. he~:td<' 1.1a~ t.:E'~ I·<: plann!.rt~ o-.n op•:!l"a t.ton 1 Hhile the troops are left1
 
to th,~J.r otorn d•'W!.c~~.s, ~~i .:,(, '"' t.z:~:k:5 a,:::. lgnr.:d to th•!m in peacetime. ~le are 

losing trw o~ml". fJt ot' the <: :cp~~r i.e tV~!'! of thn GrE!ai: Pat.c'iot >, c \>la.r, _when chiefs 

assign•~c:l tasks t'.o tl· l~ t:T•oe>ps ,. ~nd !~hen [ t l.1I'ee ~.rords illegible J.. lIn add! tion 

to j p1ann1n~:) [ Ltne i.U"!gi.tl 'l e;, Thi.-'S i.ncJ.udes the preparaUon and conduct of 
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operations. [word illegible} combined-ar-ms operations, joint operations, and 
independent opel"ations, and the methot!s of ~mployment of formations of all the 
branches of the at·med fon~es -- whctt b.J o.:.i:(:; l..t; assign, how to employ fronts, 
combined··arms ar·mi.es , t ;mk ::l!'mf.es, r:·tr~ .. . in f.'.n O~iEH'at!c•;1, :>s ·,rell as formations 
of other bt•ar: rJ;e·.:• · r'l' tiK 2.i'r,;·:: !! r:-.:wv: ~; . T!r i ::; i.nc:lud"J::: ;;r;.;:trwde of t.::.:ing nuclear 
and conventior:Stl K€.:i.b'CWD ;,;" ;·,it l:.b:. ea<::my. We l<ave r.o\-i· [switched Lo] the 
concept of a complex of delivery of conventional fire against the ~nemy 
[kompleks ognevogo porazheniya proti.vnika] in an operation. 

3. The gE!neral theor'y of operat.i_onal art and the theories of operational 
art of the armed services t>rc;..nches study the methods of organization and . content 
of continuous coordination in an opera !:ion:. [This kind] of operation [two words 
flleeo;ible] ccmbined-<.>.rms fcrerations)? in which all or the majority of armed 
services br·z,nche.s ~ branch ar·m!> ~ and spec::i<'.l Lr0ops par·Ucipate . 

4. Comprehensive suppor·t (operat i.ona.i., special technical, and rear services 
support) t·or the combat a.c Ucms and l s~verc<.l . words illegible) of forces and 
means, such as .reconnai.s.sance , engi.neer support, and chemica.! support. 

5. Soviet operational art studies the problems of troop control in the 
course of an operation. A gr· ea~ deal oi' attention is presently being focused on 
these issues, particularly command and control which utilizes automated means. 
(three words illegible} airborne cont~oi posts. 

6. Operational ar·t eJ.aborat.es t· equ i r<~menLs regarding the organization 3.nd 
arming: of for·ma t'. i.cm5 c;i' b.~ · z, nche ::; or t.:~,.~ <;rmed fo r ces. On t.he br~sls: of the study 
of th.e n:;:\;w•e o f modr~l' n oi:<::t'a.t ion:s and IJi ·~·, m~: \ : ~:o~b ·~1 i eni.ploymer.,t of f ormat ions 
of arraed fc•r C>El!; .i. r. an cp:;:r ·2 t ion, t !"\E: ( '.'.H:.:: t ion i.s natura lly pose:d as t.o Hha t the 
organizat.ional ::;tn1:: turl!i of tr,<:se forn.a.\:ior,;5 ;riLl t1e. Tll .i~• question is given a 
great deal. of attantl;:1ri. ~;c v:t et. 1rdlU:.a.ry t.binld.ng i~; n:::r.r e;orr.ing around to the 
opinion th;.<.t '.;oMb:i. n \';o:i-~:ll"tn.S a:".rde$ ~)nd ·r:.:.ink ar1niE:.s, as t. t\E~Y now ar·e in terms of 
organ.J.zationaJ. st ructure 3.s eompar::d t.G t.h:: Y·BS.rs of the Great Patriotic War, 
are becoming more an:i morn alik~~v .'J:nci that \: hr::r e j_s no longer a need for both 
the combined-al·ms army and t he tank army. The present nature of ope1·ations is 
matched by the uniform tY<!din.ay3.] ar·my, which [worci Illegible] one from another 
only in the numbe i~ of tank nr mot.::>ri:?.e~ ri fl e large uni.t.s [included in it J, the 
[word i llegj.ble] [ nf t<,.r,j{:-;] . Nn~o~ ( m·.rd i llegH·le] Gr·oup of Sovi et Forces in 
Germany tank a.J' !f::l.es wh :1 ch na •Jf; t<;nlt divi:;im;:;. <md two mo l;orized r J.fle divisions. 

··Meam;·rlile . n l~nNbi nerl- fl.f'!}S .:u'!i11! hns fC:·'JT' r<lr.· tc<t'j~ •~ 
divisions : Thus , the comp.lernent ot' branch 8.rms 
illegJblH J. 

A gr~"'~ .d•laJ of att;P.nf:~i.on i~ be\.r:g gi.vcn r.o organi:?.;~t.i.on and armaments, that 
 weapons and 'combat eq•.J.i pmen t i n to 
j the· n~.tur-e of the modern opt'lra t ion and 
'n ~)f ll;o,v t ng reconna issanc e ·" Stdke and 
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reconnais~;ance-fire complexes in .ser·vice, because the enerny has them, and on the 
battlefiel d and in operaU.ons the engageu!~nt will be won by the side with 
reconnaissance-strike and recormais-sar.c<;·· -~ 11 ~;; complexes~ that is, precision­
guided t4eapons sy.stGm:r . 

7. The c:-:"·,: .;:.1: p!i, t:r.t ·~- ~· :• ;..::•J:n:L<::r,,:;uuow; vlJ th...; ap~l'<.li:.bmJ.l prepa1·a tion of the 

theater of milHary operati.ons. It should be said that in the line units they 

lag behind in these mati;ers ,. and that practical [word tllegibleJ 1.n operational 

preparation is a weak area. In particular, this is the case in the Far Eastern 

Theater of Military Operat l ons 1 whre1•e a lot of worl< has been done over the past 

15 years on operational p1•eparation, especialJ.y [in] [two words illegible] area. 

Hew roads have been built there, inc.ltJding f'1.Gld roads; work has been done on an 

airfield netr~o£~1t. for purposas of [two '~<Ords illegihle] aircraft. However, if 

the ide<>. 1.s lztrgfl-scale rr?deplo~rment. of t.ronps fn ~he event. of a pE!riod of 

threat or the start of a. t.;ar by t.t'l.e en:2my . a..$ t·ar as carrying out a- march over 

long distances, our prepa:·ation of the theater oi' mHitary operations still 

[word illegibhn 1nuch i>:et;t~<'. H; 1:!. par·tict~:uu· ly cJ.ear' that when [line 

illegible J. The qm~st.i.on w-as posed as t:o whether a marr.h can be carried out 

over (?12DO] km ,. f1•on1 thP. Trr:J.nsbaykal to Mongolia, l-or instance. These are long 

marches~, invol11 t ng [worrt illegible] crossing mountain passes, and these routes 

are -compJeteJy unprepared , in the ftrs't. place. in the second place, there is no 

water in the w~Us there in Mongolia. The wells are all clogged up, unequipped, 

and unprotecte'c, When we eauipped [word ill~~ib ).e] part of the1se wells ther-e in 

194~, the troups [ two WlWd.s illegib:Ce 1; in winter there is ice and in summer 

large [word il legi.bleJ water. Not:. only ic-r these theaters [part of line 

illegibl e }. 'fhE:I" e ar-'·' N<.my prc•ble:,;J.!'; ;.;<~,-. i. ch [ Un·:• Lll·eg:!.ble]. 


6. Opet•a !~iormj art cl<~cd. s Hi.th l; hl~ : :iL~·t< -c f th ;; eon t:.ent. artd methods of 

openlti.nnai t r cd ni ng :;f o(f f. eers ami '.:omm3.nd and control agenc:ies. The General 

Statf now i>as <:1 ~>peci. a:i. dJ.l' •2'Ctm·ate ,.Jbid1 dea.t.s solely uHh the operational 

train .log nf the tNJo_rm. [ ~!'he t'•J ;1.re] c;:mr2dns :-1ho on1y plan the conduct of 

large--scn j_e opel' a (-,iona i .. ~tr-a!.·, ":gi.G <•.nci ope-ra I; lonal en~rcises and . operational and 

combat training (par t of· llne i l legible ].· 


9 . The m-LKiy of f;ht\ vim•s Gi !~ i1(; prc,imblr' artv~rsi'>ry on tl~H condunt of 

combat act.:lona on i:.ru; opHrr:U.onal t.e3 1 rL Ope;:·ut i~ N•al art and stra.tegy, 

operationaJ ar<:: anri i;Dc.t.}.e!i tmr-k i~ o nn 2.val1. i f they do not account for the 

enemy , In-- ch~ \>th si;u<i:t ol.' i~he ew:wv .. t.i )H _c l:'ot•abJ~:-. np,ture of l11.s actions in 


-· offen. si.~re and rl fdens .t r e f.np :; ;·•o:. t i.ons ) , l'!i~• Heapons , and neN phE!nomena such as 
AirLa.nd Bal~t]. fL e t;(~ .. , nat. w~~dly x\J!~m a f.·:e y ta:s.k of Soviet operat1.onal art . 

Tt'!E:! ~.lffer~ thenea:; nl' l;he pt•nctlcal r•cUons ol" l~ommand•:'rs, :~taffs and troops 

to p::·~~·.l'f': an~J C;0!1dLxc:\; ir, ,y:!:.~ rn -'~fY?. t' at.ion.::; [ J:;, laq~ely <:let:ermined by·} a correct 

und•'l1'::;t-..e.~d !.ng by !~he.m o f t)K~ m.;>.jo r· ~-,~· i nc:i ~) ~.<'. :'l '"' o~er :~ t. '.•)nc.l <1.rt and the 

sV.ii.!..ful \ .t~tp.'t~.~HifJnt.a l :. t o n o!· t:h8~H! pr'f.nt!~ples ln. pr·ac:tice. The pr·inciples of 

Sovi~t 1r. !.l:l t<:\r·y a.r t ; ~ r:d c·pet•ar. i •:na ·; a1'i: are the fundamental id•~as, the key 
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precepts and recommendations fN' the pi"'E!pal:'E.tion and successful conduct of 
military O!)eratiort! of any scale. Hr.:.1•e•J~•·, Mtwithsta.nding a certain . 
universal.Uy of the conc;r.~ t.e appLfcat;l-:-i> ~> ;ii ;,;·,rn the frametmrk of strategy and 
operational ad. , thert.• ·;rt! ;'l1!\':' :~~an:r !'lf.:~ <;~!.'tr. f.:o~o"<:! !l1e3ihl~ ]. This is 
natural, beca :t;1 ~ [ Yoc•.': :~ n~~:~H! l<l] ::d.\H.f;i.! lt: ~\.1!· t :(!·3 G;·o:.;_md E'o:·ce.s Hill be 
[applied J w! ti-l i)lll.! i.ntt;,J ~l<.!cJ.i:.iu~l, f.:;~:· ;;J:;~ :ll: F'u:·e~s ;.;Hh anc\.:.ht:n', c..ild for the 
Air Defense Forces with a third. The detailed elaboration of these principles 
of Soviet military ar-t and operational art in the conduct of oper<\t.ions of 
formations of a:rmed fol."ces branches is t.her·efore a key task of the theory and 

· practice of Soviet operat:.ional at"t. TI;e pr·inciples of the preparati.on and 
conduct of operations follow from ttie principles of Soviet operational al"t; they 
are therefore vil"tually identical. 

U1e general fpdndple.s of the J titeol 'Y of Sovt +:t operational art also 
include t.iw sttKty of the r.:.a j o1• c~:~. tegod r:!~ c.r .S<.)~ it~t: operational art , which are: 
the operat.i•M, t.t.Je <mgagsmen~. ~;umb<irt actiot~S·, .systematic combat actit:ms, battle; and 
the s·(rike. The g.e!:lera.i. pd.r;ciplt::3 of.· \;;\P. t heot·y of Sovie t operational art also 
study ( wor·d U ..ie~i.bJ.e l i.:-;sw; s of the classJ.f.ii:c:<.ti.on of oper•ations, issues of 
[wot•d. illegib1e.i Lcontr·oi. ot' mixed 1 forces co.nd means Un an operation} and of 
comprehensive suppoTt for an operation. · 

t he basic <iocwnents and the 11 Frine.1ples of the Preparation and Conduct of an 
Operation" provicie an fetpandedj <iefiniti.on or' the o~eration. An oper-ation is a 
complr:x and [word iHeg:i.t>le J category of ope1·ational art. Tile clearest trend in 
its historical cieveloplitent is the expansi on of the spatial dimensions, both 
later;;,lly .:.nd ln dq:•\:.1::1. [1'!-'<) wr::rd~· Llle-g!.bl~} ;J, c.:n:- t a .i n t.E:ndency is developing 
to car-ry rJt't. f .~ev•~:C<~J . W(> .t·ci,;; LI. l~?.Riblr:)) ,;f thE• br·a.n<:hEs ot' t.he c-.r-m.::-d forces, the 
devel.opm~.:mt of 01.:1.<~ t.:i.l . •::~H~J.d . · '[·i:i-:T \'; .!'•:J r.t: a:o:··rkrr. operat.I.ons and combat. act ions 
will be r::r:J rri <:~d out t•l1 th <: m.:rr'·:c' p:r· onounc .~d ps,Gf: : t.h<.;.n in t.he .Second l<lorld War by 
ground/air anci a:tr/nr:.,o,":;d. for·~;Eo r;rot.1r•ing:s . A::: o' re;;.!Jlt operat.ions of formations 
of a.1·mect t'otf:t•s br·an.ehcc;;< tvU 1. !::>~· ct·:<or;.ct•:,l· iu~d t•y <:t l.ar·f!er sc·~~· e, not only 
lat.er·ally ::o.nd lf.1 depi; t,•.. t•ut. :~ Jil • J ved.ie::z.Hy. This i~ the basi.5: for Uie 
definiticn of an vpera.tJ(•il. Flrst, i.t i.s .:..n :igtregat.e of er:gagements , battles, 
and strikf.ls ;.•hJ.r,r. <• N : c-.O•).l'di.1iat.e(l .;,nd Inl: ·~rr.al~' t.ed .i.n obJet'!tive, lorat.ion, 
raission, ami ti.ll'E', , S-t:(OOLd!. an ope.r·ef.io;; i..:. eQr.c~>Jct.ed acearding t.o a unified 
concept. and pJ..;m un.:\~r r-h~ J. ·::a.dt':r.sr, J~C of a c.omt:d.neci -arms command for the purpose 
of (s j.mulr<~naCl~•~: :i , \iir€•Ct ~,,c,om~>:i i sh;;,en !; oi' opE·rat.ional-strar.egic and 

..operati.onai m. i~sions •m a <eertain st;·Rr.ep.;. ~ Lot" operational) axis within a 
prescr':i. bE~d f.i·Dl'io<l ·:' i' t:.i.nl•?.. J f \oiH ~i'!k! ; a s ·r,r.·?;tf;g1e; opet'::.t.i.Nl 5.n a ttleater of 
mUH.m·y <•par-s. ~; ;;.cm~1:. n i rt.r!lt>\ies \. f.'.i. r !~ t. r.> f <-1 1 , t ilt:: sw•t of .U.:EE~~ operations and 
strikf.!:; by- ;Jtr<i i.; r,~ g :i. r; \: ';·:~ : (.~l'. r i'e<r, ~e:; .. F •~m~t. opera t.l.l)ns ace i:l"1e lJa~i:: fer a 
stratE:; ~ic' op•:wat J.on. If ~:: ;:a!:'=: ~ l ror,'Cclpt)l'at i on' j_t inclu<ies I fi t•st of all' 
the ,:,1et. of ar-m~;· Gfi'<;tud.\1!>. :m'i d t: ff.: n~~rv ·~:-·opf.: r:· <d~~. ons a.!i we n as t he combat actions 
of oth(';r· bn.ne;li ar·r,w .=.;~;<! bt·~~nd'•E' s of t:hn arr<ed f orc f.is . 
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[Line ill egible.) •• • as, for exc.mple, t.he ft•ont offensive operation can 
· 1nclu<le fi t•st-·ecne'lon ;;;rmy ope!'atlons ; !.nit.J.aL arid .subsequent offensive 
[operations], the set of def'E!nsiv-<: ops r··c..tls r,.!:i [word illegible]; army operations 
on several axes coni:Ju<.~to;d :rLth[r t.!~ ? r·~n t:; :?. ::t :.~ '' f;- :J r.t. .Jff-~·~.sive opet·ation. 
The operation <;f ,:; :>::-:n~ cr ::::~:. t:t.w;r.l :~.;n·,t:n ·.-,•, :• r/' Cl!~ t..:1e c ommi'.mer~'' tc· battle 
and conduct of q: .;? G.d.•.:;r:.:. t;y ':~·i,~ :;z;:.o:;:!.:.: ~cr;:;;l<;H: Qt' t;·,c i'r.:mt, a.-.d ttil! combat 
actions of rocket troops, front ai.r forces, front air defense troops, and front 
reserves a!'e component.s o(t.hefront offensive operation. Airborne la.nd in-g-­

.operations, amphibious landing operati ·:Jn:S , a.nd the initial nuclear strike of the 
front are lcey components ot the front offensiv-a operation.· As you can see, the 
content of fron'c operations I in cam:Pal" isoJn with the pet•iod of the Great 
Patriotic Uar, lline i1L&gible]. Th•:l same is true of the army operation, which 
consi.<Jt.s o.f comb;o t'. actions o:f fi.rsL-ecl1eJ.un d.ivisions, commitment to battle and 
combat act.ions of ~.~ecoM-echelon divi..siuns, combat act.lons of army operat-ional 
maneuvP.r grcups. anct i:hfl part'icipat i.on nf' t h8 a;~my in t.he initial nuclear strike 
of the frcmt. 'J'he arm_~ , oper·at.l.on has thus ~ome to consist of a large set of 
operation·;,-;-·engagement..•; ,. i:JaU.1~ ...~, st l. ' ik<~c~, ::t!1d [trcop i maneuvers · which are 
interconnected in oh.J '-'' '-~t.ivl,!, }_ocat'.if)n , .'.rld t: !.me. 

In connection with till?! ad..-cnt of reconna..:.ssance-st.rike and reconnaissance­
fire complexes , <.~ key component of· fl'e>:nt and army operat-ions i~ Ul•Z! deL\.very of 
strikes by reconnaissance-s t,r :i.ke an;fr-econnai.ssance-fire complexes. .Previously 
only the initial nucle<tr strike [ :<:::!!l p:ianned h now there is an order· of the 
Hinlst.er of !}z f!·~i'ISE:' t o plan the f ir:.i:. massed sl:rike by conventional weapons. 
Everything is pianned in t he same ' 'ay· <-, .s l.Ji~ an initial nuc l ear !;trike against 
top-pr·iorit.y \:. .<o. l · ~·;.; f.s f or a sLrikH by r · ~1·:; onnai ~ ; ,:;ance -.st.r ike and reconna.issance­
fire <;ompl{; U:·~, f'r :~: nt·. c.•n.a t i ,;rt , .aTKi <·•:-t:ket . t.r o,J ps usi.r.g miz;:.;iles \.Ji t;h 
convent.ional 11a: S:~~~?,;. Tilt:< i rti.Lal ,J ;;o;~: ; ; :::c -'~ t. l'i kf., by conver; tiona l weapc;ns is 
plannbi ~!it~: the ~l.:\lftt ! [ w:n •<.i i !..-h:gi.b J~~ l a.s .;.r, i.nitiaJ. nuc: J.ear strike of the 
front., am\ H. ; :;; a lso ::, key co,;,rx,r,.,ni: oi.' £:CS;X~..t and anr.y oper·a t ions. 

An ennagen:ent J.n "' ma~or cat.ef~e>r·y ,,f Sovi.et. operational art.. It i.s part cf 
an operatJ.on Hb:', r:h 5.!1 ~:.wo C<Kird.J'.n::'i.l :- ·~d .in •:,bje::t.i.ve, J.ocaticm , and i:.irnf!,. A 
front can c;onciliCt. .;~ bm·del·· lH:Btf.ng e?r>.£-:f• ?,~: ment, an engager.1ent. r.o break through 
We-i'or.wa<·cl d~fm; r.i.11e line of 'rii\~\'CI , for ex.:,mpl.e, .:tn engagf!ment on a Large water 
obst.a~le , an angaemner:t. t.o defe.'lL th-e; e:n<!my ' s c;per:ati·:ma1. reser·ves , etc. In a 
front 0ne or· two a.rm.i€.:: arB put int;; act L'm for· an P-ngc:,gement, ~1hich can have up 
ta 2C(i··?.Ol: km •.:-i' front;;g-;, . rn ;on <;,r ;ity t '·m ·::Ji' r. bre:r~ ciivLsions are (put; into 

·action ] hr <~.n r:r! ~ar,nn~~ r. L ,. 1•h ie:'r. n3r.t hl1Y·:: up. i:.0 1CIO-i50 km of front.aije .. 
Engag€!1'1lE\I'it.t: r- an bc. r,omb : nf'! t1··<·. rnts·: c.,fr a ir cie fe11sc, anu naval. engagements. 

Cotrll1&.t ar.tion s al'e a frn ·m of: the OJX'ii ' B r: :lona l. employrr,f.:nt of.' forr~s. tions and 
large; unJ.ts or .:r·med f'o i'<.: E>:; tr·<mehe; wit!i i i; t;l'", (~ context of an operation on a 
larger scale. or e. [ Horci illegibl~] op~?rat.ion. f l.ine illegible! f.Eo~~ air 
force~, ( 1:nrd i : . : ~g'. li l ~o. ] nn O[~er~_ , t. :i. < • n : c:<'.ll pc:~•l: .i. c i. pate only in n n opf:lr<:,t i on in a 
thea t er or nLt:l jt.firy CO(i f'HI~ i:) rt:> , ! "c:•.r E-"::croiln'l.e , :~!1e n t. he ~· f.tr·e as.~igHed . 
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Systematic combat actions. This var-5.ety of combat actions is a special form 
of the operational employment. of form<:,i:;.ot.s u i' the Air Forces, Ai. r Defense 
Forces, and Navy Hit.h 1ir:1.it~d n ::-• .}:' c~ t i "i"::::-. an<:\ i•ii.~ ;; ir:m::· :;.o c·: ~·el; continuous 
pressure on t!·:·: =~·· ; ,,·Fn . i. •1.::::· :;r; Icc::.:; •;:; Co l'J L~, <~ !:C: C: I'Ea::-2 ,;. f<.tvot·aule ;:;ituation 
for friendly !v:·;,;::;; in :z.. ~,;,:; <.i.:ular j <.J',!a. Yil.~ . :> tj'pe or coidila:; ac'~lcons, as 
[two word:<.:· illegible], was employ<;d e"tensi.vcJ.y during the Great. Patriotic War. 

The battle .is thP. basic form of the tacU.cal actions of troops, naval 

forces , and avi2t.ion. A battle can bEl a. combi1'led-at'm.s, air defense. or a.ir 

battle. 


A strike Ls a. component of operation::; , o;:ngagements, and combat actions and a 
special form of the operational and combat emrloyment of large units of 
Strategic Rocket forces, Ground Forces , !i :lt i··orcP.s, and the Navy whj.ch consists 
in hitting enemy t rooi) ~wn.upings anct g.rounu ., ai.r, and naval targets -1ithin a 
period of s.hm· t duradon L'Y '~XE! i' tir:g poW•?.r·.l'ul press,,.e on th8m Hi th nuclear and 
conventional 1.1ea.pons or troops. 'fht.t~ ) ir, adcilr.)on to missi.le strikes , fi.re 
strikes, and strfk~s by t·eccnnc-.issanr:e-strike complt:-:<es, there can . also be troop 
strikes. 

the general princlpJ~s of Soviet operational art also include the 

classifications of modern ope.rati.ons. 'i'he ''Principles of the Preparation and 

Conduct of an Operation" presently classify operations by type: combined-arms 

operations, fleet combined-arm<; operations . joint operations. .and independent 

operations. · 


G~mhined-<m·t(l~; op <~r<• t ~<:Hlf. a~· ·:'! ~ ~onr.\ u ,:;t,ecl w:n:h l'.\·1e part.lcl.pation of all or 
most of U1a branche.:;; '.lf t ':' <: z, rln.e-1. /r . rce~; , hr•anch ar·ms, ;;u•d spec i <~l. troops. 
Combined-ur·;n.:;: :•pet'at;\.on::>; .:J.t E c:ondue·ce•:i '.mde:· n, ,~ le.,•.der·~;h;i.p ot' a. ~o1~bin~d-ar:ns 

comm;:.r;d for thi' purpotH: of :_c:compllsi·,ine a .1aq~:: nt.lii!C)er· t•f 
[operto.tfonal- )~; l·. r · ategic: ·,md oper-c.Uon.:.•. l l.;1skr. of dl..fferE:nt type$ simul r.ane:::usly. 
On the basis of this definition, combined-arms operations are [word illegible) 
as foHons: ~ ~;trat.sgl.c opec:?.t.icn in a t.r:<:at.-<.r of mU.itary operatiom~, front 
opera tio1:s , al'·nry c·pera ::. i.un.s anci c:ul'p:; oper·nU.r;.ns. The devf:lopment of the theory 
and pr·ae;tic~ of the pr·epara·~io,n a.nd conduct ot cor,,bined-arms operations is 
natura.Uy the focus of a great deal of attention by the lheo~~y of ::>oviet . 
operati.ona). ;a. r·~ , r.ec.aust:: (:omcolrwd-;;r·,T,.s cper·aticms ).nulude virtually tr.1e entire 
·set ,,f op<::rr.t.i.<iM. corit'ltjctec1 by a comt;ir.!!d-·aJ'l\\.5 command (commander-in-chief of 
the l:h!"laJ;er· of nli 1itr~ r y O{)-E';rilt.tons ., f l.' 0n i; (}OI:Hr.:mder, nnd army and cor.ps [1mrd
illegi.td.e J}. · ... .... .. . 


In gener~ l [ part of · line il legibl e ] norunlneo-ar Ms and fleet comoined-arms, 

fleer. oper;:~Uc. n :;, npe1· a. t :tor·s of c!i •..rersfLE.K\" !:'or·ce f.lotilla:.> aJ.so (Horct 

illegible] the sa~e, wi~h a slngle ohjentive. 
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A joir.t operation is P<J.r.t of a comb.i.ned·· A. I'JIJS operation. Joint operations are 
the first (two 1<10rds illegible] condt..:cted w:i.thin the context of combined-arms 
operations. Joint operations arc cond"~..:.:.tc.·:.! L·y formations of one or several 
branches of. thf.> armed f0r e r~s, ~~s.nd1 ~!'l"i : 'l, :::nr.~ s;;-<af' !<1 .l tr0c~.s to .carr:y· out 
opera t .ional-s L·atP.l.f·: -'l>Kl or,,o.::-.-1 tlt'i' ':J J. !~:,c;l.~·: ;;r· Lrno ,~ 11.1: J P :;, .sLnel.e t:n•·:'.. Joint 
operations in··'•_; d,,-il,.r.. ..... l'.".li'>'···!·,'-2 0'''' · ~tj· · :~ j 'l . '-' !" 1'·''~1 bi , ·. :;•, i ·'•l' 'd' ' l.b"' r·po·eations

4.. ..... . ..~ · -"' ~ ... ,,..._ · · • ... · ...... ~ ... -v r·· ... - ......... 'J -~ ••r .. ·- -- ...__ -- • - ..,... ...... t 


antilanding operations, air operations, and air defense operations. Air 
operations and air defense operations ate conducted 1-1ithin the context of a 
strategic operation in a thea.ter of military operations. Airborne landing 
operations, amphibious landing opera.tions, and antilanding operations can be 
conducted ~oJlthin the context of eiti'!.Gr a st.·ategic operation in a theater of 
111ilitary operat.ions or a ft•ont operation and soill·,times even an army operation . 

Independent operat:ans e.:tn IJe conduG tecl H.i. tr11n the context of combined-arms 
operat.1.ons or joint operai:.1.ons, gener·aLl? by an opet•at.ional formation of a 
particular branch of t.t'.e arr.1ed for cP-s .t.n coooer-ation with formations of' other 
branches of the armect i 'o<' Jes til' ~ ndep<;w.:J,:mtly , :i ,)d.epend.ent operati.ons include 
operat.lons cf r.he air ar•mies or.' r.he .'>Ilpreme H1gn Commanct~ air defenst~ operations 
of inaependent. armies or ,~f an air de:i'ense district, and certal.n naval 
operar;ions· of. forrnatibr,s and groupings of naval for·ces .. 

Op,.;ration~ are divided by mode [po vidam] into offensive operations and 
defens.i.ve CJpera~ions . Soviet; operationa l ari:. naturally ch,wotes a great deal of 
attention to the development of combi.neci-arms o'(fensive operations : the 
strategic ·Oper·ation in a t~!eater or' militat·y oper·ations, the front offensive 
operati.cn., and thB army offensi.ve c-pc t•a t. l ,Jno 

.Zr1 adrj ition 1,~.:.. ot/<. : 11~;il• <: o~~ecai:.~.c lrt • ; , S<l\li.'2c O}•<: r2t.Lm3.l ar'i', a!~;o studies the 
laws eli' t t'!-:.: vwoparaUon :::1.nd conduct of eombi t 1ed-· ~ t l'ti1S o,el'en.si.ve optH'<<tions: a 
stra t:egi e c. pe ~ ·al:ion :e n '~ t.heat ."r' of n:d h at};. opet·aUons (-chis 5.s pr·imarily a 
[word i. J. l cg,itJ j_e] c•i' !:t;r·,.tegy) , artd Hi l:.i:·tin t;hf, ;;.ph.;)r·;, ot opet·;-.t5.onal arl'., the 
condu.GL of front E1nd arm'l d eh:n~~l.vt' oper2.U. on~ .. 'H 1 t~ question of front and army 
defem1i ve operail ons i.s the for:m: of a great deal of at:tenti.on at '""'f.'Fiepresent 
time, Morc~ovr:r-, in connect:irm Hi th the "'·d11ent:. nor-. c.n.1.v of nuclear mi.ssi:le 
weapol't~:, but a:l;m of pr~•e.i.~ion-guf.ded tmC<ponf> 1 it. i.e h~U.eved i:.hat. even when 
convenUona:.i. u~;,apc.ms <H'f;; employed r \~ hr. situati.on o.f a L'.!:.0:'2.~. or army can 
freq11€r.t.ly r..hanF_;e rad5.c~U.v [part oi .Line Ulegi.bJ.e) offensive and will also 
conduc: r. (li11e i ilegible l. 

Op€•rnt.f.ons aH; a.lsn r15.v id(:!d .tnto in.i.ti.al. r;nd t.utJst:quent operati.ons: initial 
front. ~na avmv npet•aL ~l ons <>.nd ,:;ui"J!'>F;rJuP.n t fJ •,·.;nt and ·nrmy opera f. i.on.s (primarily 
offen~l:i. ve op•!;:,n.~tons:. iwvet·i~hei.o;::;r; 1 ;; Hi;<;;:;(}\ So<; Xet ~Jpe)·ai:.ional an studies 
both ~.l..,i t. ~. al and S1Jbsecpt7.r,t offens i v.;: O!lcra t l on:s! t~w main focus of thea r .Y and 
practlGe .~.~ ol! th~:: pz·epareUr.n :and conci.u.Gt; of J.niU.al ;)ffensivH operations, 
becaoHe t-.he ~;;Jix,nwJ.en~; SHC I.!e.<>.:. of 2. :str-;:>. ~-.e~~). c opm·al: ion '-i.n a t.heA. tAr of military 
operations will d~perid on the in f.UaJ fr·ont offen~tv~ operat.'ions. 
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TIHo Clllaract~:~ristic Fe<Ul~rcs ~:-.d ." ~;r:ciples of the PreparatiOil 

and Conduct d ~~t.•mb~l'\1'!1-11:·-,..,;; . .l"i:·,t. '~"~ lrn:lr!f. ·?'1.:ilfJ;1~ Operations 


The ctu~r-•3:·:;~~ -;·l!:t;L·. f,J;.~ ..••'t.'.S all·.:l p;·ir.·.::i.r . .:.t..::; o~" U:.:: pt"epa:·lll.t.i.Gn d.I.d conduct of 
an operation, which proc:::!ed from the pr·inciples of Sovi.et operational art and 
Soviet mill tary art, are as follows .. 

1. A high level of combat readiness of the troops. 

2. Integf'ation [yedinstvo] of t.l'".€'• ptf:par·aUon of modern combined-arms, 
joint and independent operations to accomplish missions under the various 
conditions that a future 11ar could possibly start. a.nd be waged, with and without 
the ell!ploym.ent. of nuclear' weapons. YG~' Gir·t" fr.milia.r wit!'l the evolution of this 
matter: ~orhen nuciear m.issile weapnns fi\~st a;ppec:a•ect in the ea.rriy 1950s, we did 
not acknowledge . the com"iuet ot.' o !Je~·;>;tf •)MI in l·lrr;.i:.::b eouvenx.ional weapons alone 
were ~mp1oyed, btJ't. p.tanneri only oper-a t . .i.o·.1s Jn H!1 i.eh nuclear weapons wer.e 
employed 'fhen t.he employment of nudea.r and conventional ~o~eapons began to ben 

cove•·ed in separate ~ians. We have now concluded that we have to plan a single 
integrateo lyedinuyu·) operation for the employment of both nuclear- and 
conventional ro~eapon:;. This principle of the .tntegration of preparation and 
conduct of a1; operation means that a singla task is assigned to the troops that 
is the same <~ith and w:i.thout. the employment of nuclear weapons. A single 
[?objectiveil. 5. ne} of <:.civance of tr·ocps, a single offensive zone, and a single 
depth ~o Wl'1i r.::b mi.ssion.s cu:·e cat•r ied out an~ established. The reason for this 
princil)le is \;be fact thai; we do not kno~o~ how .an operation ~>:ill begin, whether 
it. will irtvoi •, •? ri · H~:L~'t<iY i·feap:•n:5 •Ji:" "' pnr J.od .ln f·ihi.(:h <X•il',ien l:. irm~::..l >wapons are 
employed fo ).)c~! ::d by a l:.r·;:,,n."!H. ion t, ::. t. ! ! l~ et•JpL•.J'IT.lE::F, .Jf nw: L·::>:u· •rr:;a[.JCJTV>, or how 
long LilJ.:> per·J.(id .en Hhich ccrr,lenl :lo:w. l <wapu n~• :'!rr! E~:.;pOi.oyed will la.3L. ·In Order 
No. 00:20(, t 'rt.::: i1U\ :Lst. ~;r · nf Dc f en:se rn.~: ::>.3s ignecl dtt! task of trair.:i.ng r.roops and 
staff.:. r'c•r .::\ -:;t;i.i)rw in HhJ~ch convenr. i.on:\1 Hee~pons a.l()n-<:~ are ampl. oyed , without 
lowering the /eve]_ ot' r.roop t.r·aini.ng for actions i.n which nuclear weapons are 
employed. 

j. A high :Level of acUvity of the l.roops, resoluteness of purpose, and the 
large spat.l.c.:t. scopEl of l'J:idet·n comt•lr.wf.-r,t'm5,, joint., a.nct independent. operations. 

_ .Resoluten·es~ •Jf r:\trpoM {:fnclt<des re~;olutr:nes~~i (h.ro rrords illegible]. [Line 
illegJ.bJ. F: .] ( t m.}, front "pnrr.tl.ons arn .%ll<:~ttctfai to c. d~:pth of \'600··700] km, and 
the oh,ie~t,t.,;~, of a"'f""r-oni; offsn.~> flle opm·ar.fnn !.~;. to r:'iefe<-.i; the orpo:>!. n.r~ army 
groi.1p or fl•.r;n t nf dii1-i}r~:ot>al: ).e ~dur: r·~a.\' J' ,. l;o rlrd'P.M. tbe ne.nresi; stru i:.egic 
[resm''IesT;.,;,r;r, co gn:,n qni:.roi nf a :\',nn a. L a c! epU1 of tip tAJ f..UO-·'flll) km. The 
object it.'~'tl o!' front. ~.ri\:1 <i rm~r r)per·at i. on ~~ Lt-mr•d l.H!:\g.ii1te J , s.i.nce the sp«tial 
sco~ of a i"r·ni:~:r:··(i[i~r~.L i.on [1wrd HJ.E;f:i.tle } J.n a "'.orie of up to 500 l'm to a depth 
of 600-·700 h:iil,-··;;it.h high rat<:!~; of adv<~nce, li0 ·-50 km ( pP.l' day) . 
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4. Acl"deving the objeeti.ve of an oper·ation Lhrougl'l t.he coordi.nated 
employraeni of all brc.nel:les of the a.rmed for·ces, branch &rms, and specl.al troops 
of the fronL and arrnv. Sinc:e modern c;.;~l.lbl.:;;_;\;-arms ooerations involve the 
part.icipation of rnost nr RU hr:>.nrh~''" .:.)f' t!::c: :1rn,:r:d f~t"C:<e~, t>r-.?.nch arms, and 
special troopn, \I:~ ;~2 ·:•! ar :Lc;0~ fc.~· r·)'!.,: co.::< ··-~.l"!<'<h:c: f.:nploy;:•~nt illlC: cl;;.se 
interaction c::.f I\:.!'r.~a;:.f.otJ~ c.. :: :.::ll :Jt <:HC[;8!$ c- f U!0 o:r mec f-:;t·ces, o;·anch arms, and 
special troops within tl'le context of a strategic operation in a theater of 
military _operations, frc,nt operations and army operations. 

5. Decisive concentration, massing of forces and means on key axes. This 
principle [:l.s taken] [word illegible] [from] the elfperience of the Great 
Patriotic War·. One example was when \'..he 20th !\.r·my of the Western Front f.irst 
broke thr·o•Jgh a sector of t1"1e German defen:sa on 10 January 1942 [ threelines 
illegible L ,.hi.;; pr inc:i.r,le 1-"a<l pan.icu:Le.r.iy ell iden t i.n the Stalingsad 
operation, fot' example, when the Don Front (pc.r·t of line illegi.ble) the 65th and 
2.11th armi:::~:.. The 65th lit·my broke tlw(,\igh- a 6--l<m secl.;or: two rifle divisions, 
two tank brigades, five a.t•I:.Hlc:t"y i'egtu.~nts, a.nd i i ve t·egimenr;s of the RVGK 
[Reserves of UHl Suprf<me High Comm::Jnd}. On thH remaining sector• there were five 
rifle divisions. [n the final stage of r;he war the attack groupings of front 
troops included ')0 to 80 percent of rifle troops or' the front, 40 to 90 percent 
of the artilLery, and Sc ::.o 100 percent of the tank [word illegible]. r·or 
example, in the Yass:y-Kishinev Operation, to~hlch was a. classic example of massing 
of forc('!s <~nci mea:ns on t.he <>.x 1..;\ of the ma.i.n thr•ust, the fron t.s h.roke through a 
16-km ;>ectca· of t.he German defense, aporo;t.illlately four percent of the total 
length of the front. [Two ~Jor"cis llhw.itJl<: ] concentrated approximately 80-90 
percent. cf' ';."ne rif'J.e c! .i.lri.'li.r:Jn-" , [nu~·:r><~r· .U.itc;gihle 1 p~<rcent; of:' the art.~_ .llery, and 
all ;:h8 i;<,nl.:!; of tlw :'PO\it or, t.!1ls [ l~li'O ~;cn·js i.lL<:g:i.h:·,e] (sector:l. Such were 

the prine:.',p1.es of m;;,sslnli.. [r.hrel? <mr'ds :.~ '-(:f.J.1b:i..:] of cnmmanders ro effect 

int£!ns ·i,;r~ n·;;... ss:Lng oC fore~~:.::~ and means n t·; keji a)~es .. 


h ~~; c;J_c;,,r. , tlO \~HW:-'r' ,. UH t under pt·(~·sen t. <~ond i. t.i.ons lie can no l onger adopt 
this prineip1e of rnf..:>Sin(i in i.ts entirety and apply il; to a moder·n .~£.'2_nt, 
concentrat~.llf; i.c:;ndlng f6r·Ge:;; ., deployment fOI'C:es, a p€r·cer.tage of artillery and 
tanks~ etc. "to ~weak tnrough a 20-km .sector. In a spec.ial issue of "Military 
Thou)!htn r.:omm~HP.or·aU.ng •~he <:J.(Jth amJ.iv(;rS[ii'Y of v:lci:or:v in thP- G1~eat Patriotic 
War, th~! Mhli.si·.el: of D!~.f nnse ~:tai·.e~' : th<ti; [grew~er j us~ must be ma(Je of the 
exper·ience of i:.hP. Cre2,;: i'3.tt.-:lotic Hm" :· hnt. · H(e car;not me.:,t·,anicai:ty l~r.ansfer this 
exp.:.r.iP-nr:e ·' not. even (:en.aJ.n p::-incir-'1."3 o~· the pr··~par.ador.. a.nd condur;t of 

--ope!:'2,t;.ion5. Thf! main trJ::ng,. :rmwcwel', :l~ : r·e;:. o:Lnt.•~;rwss cf purpoSE!, ~:un::;rise in 
the doJ.ii/EH•.Y rd stT:lkr""' <>;a:':nnt tile enr:ny anr', :\.n the ernpl<•ym(.::ni:. of [•mr.-d 
11J.r.gibhd for{:t;s and mer;t'it!.j r,)lr~se ;lre r;,i.'ir>.cip.-\.l?S whictl we con tl!le. 1\ccording 
to Cll;:';:>r:;nt v'i.f:•li'.S 1 moder-n demd.t. .'le.s ar'f! [p<;J'i.·. r)(' l:Lnc iUegib1e] ind :~ .rsct fire 
posittcns, per !<ilomr."~~·~t of .front i.n A bre~Jkl;l;.rour,h .~:IJctor f;•om 15 to 20 tanks, 
12 t.r} 18 c:.'.t·(waft 2111d cn111t.Jat ~LeU.copt.~. r·s, and a. r.JOt.ariz8d rifle battalion in the 
atta.dr E!Ghfdrm . Thu;:;, rmw'r~ t\~ ;.w) 30 t;tH!k .'l' a.i1.d 30 C!J'tLl:<.ery pieces ar-.~ massed 
[two linHs U1e;iJb1~], 
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6. Effect. .i.ue engagement of t;he enemy with nuclear means in an operation. 

To conduct. &.n op-eration the modern fru :-. :. <;;;.; ·; allocate 800-1000 nuclear warheads 

under conditions of tl~'? l;l~~tt?.~r. Tt!r??T·~----c.f HJE<~!"y Oj!~:-a t. f.on:~; of these, half of 

this (wo~:d i11 ·:g:'t-,.:..-~] i :: :;,J:rJ•:atn:l ·:·, ?: f' · m~t :.'•i')t:x'8'l.ll.·r, [ flor •:' ilJ..:~c:,ioleJ the 

initial nuclt-::T st~· ~ :,J~. ~~r. i;!, ;; a::i::: c.:;' ·::.i·Je--;;:;i;I ;;tll'u.::t an a1·1ny car; [allocate] 

150-200 nucle:ar warhea•b , of which 50-60 percent can be [word illegible] the 

initial nuclear strike. 


To llit the enemy wHh nu.clear means the follolling are employed: front and 
army rocket trooJJs, h(-:avy arf:illet•y o f tile f'l·ont. r.~l'lich is noc [word Tue-gible] 
to the at·rn.y, oq~anic ar't i llery of moto:'fz,~d--'i:fne ami t ank div.isions, [152]-mm 
howi tzars, (word illegible] self-propell ed (word illegible J, and front air 
forces. Thu.s , for flxample : effectively hitt.ing a Lanc·e battalionorthree 
batterles (the ol d gE:rH.':J~ation) requ:l.res approxi.mately three nuclear warheads of 
(nuilltJer il.le?,ibLe) ki .loton.s , it taV.e:~ appr:' ox:i.mately 12- 15 nuclear warheads t o 
effectively h:U; m1 opp<J.S.lilf, ei.1emy di.i;.<;:;ion 011 the mc. i 11 Li.ne of ciefense and five 
or s:tx nucl~~.,.,~ -.;ar·he:ads fm· a div:is:ioil in l::ne s~cond echelon Or' reo5erve. It is 
part:icularly l. word 1niss:lng -- 'iim~>Ort.ant.} to effect. losses of 90--;S percent in 
hitting the ~neruy:s n1Jcl~ar- attack means: Pershing battalions, Lance 
battalions, nucleat• munitions depots; tl·oop control posts, tactical al.r control 
centers, rward illegible } control center:;. and now also precision-guided weapons 
ground control cent~rs and (end of line illegibie ] . . 

l.. li:f:i"•~cti ;;a deli.ve:cy of convend•Hlii.l. fi ce agfd.nsl'. the enemy . Although we 
devised· this ne1~ term , -~ eolllplex oi' d~U •tery or conveni:.ional fire aga.inst the 
enemy," ill t f.l.r; G:··ea t. 2;;.;_. ~- :i.() i~ic wm• de ·,~ 1iery o.f' .f.i re ;::cga in.::~t che enemy was also 
(wor.·rl i..i..V~Ki.J:l i.c~ j [.,.n:L:·,} ::.he:>e- ccmr:·lww.~, ;>:~c;mse at t ·t.U .e :ry fire, scri.kes by 
aviation, t \o~..:; -r .-r i lJ .. eg 1t.:t:'..~~ J 'I mtne!l , r~ : ~ n lo, ;. :i. V(~ ous ta.c i r?.s ~ ~~i"; c ~ r<~ere planned. Now, 
how~ver. UlH ~.:omoJ.e .'i . ,)[' de} .;_vr;- '.' \f ·'j f' con\!ei'Jti om>.l.. f\.l'e aga.i.n.s t the r~ nemy has a 
broader< rr:,or·~ :>ubst.an i:ii',l. conU:.i,t., Ll,:::cau::>·o- i'i: i.nc l ,)des ;trikes. by operational 
and t.act.l .:,&.l. mis.<;;tl.:?.s 1-':it.h ·~on·<nnt. ior,al w:HrH:;ad.:>. This b<"!came oarticularlv 
eff(W t. j\vE: :h'hr,~n c1u:> l c<;:1.· 11arheads began to be use<l. In 1973, r~h"~ [three wo~ds 
ill~glblej (operational missiles) and [two words illegible] mi~siles [without 
clusi; € :r ll: >.rl't·~;~ds) ~.;,:, r ..;:, i>;'.e(j·:·· an •3nt.1.re bal.t a.U.lln t' .i.n:d, .:S-iO mi..s.si l.es; but this 
was ( HO:.' ·:i ili•;;gibJ.e ) . ''fnen spec iat c.lu:> i·.er ~~3. \'heacls w·?.re used tl",-2 comt>a t 
cap;:H,lU. !:-:J. ,Bs <)f n··ooke t. c:·.r·nrl':J:~ for· :7,el. :l. •r (~ r :!.ng f l t•e Hit.h convent:iona. l. m.l.ssiles 
wero gl"e~r.i.y enhanced. 1'!1i.s lncliJdeo· i~iH~ de l.i..very Df ;u·Ullery stdk,~s from 
ind:lrc~t f i.!.'e fl'".'~~it'l.tJ \ l <:l, as w~H :w f"l'' e o/ t ?.nks, 1\l'Gfls, :~nd [t;..IO :-1o t ds 
ill· ~ ;;,lhl ·;:.j .:n:;-:,l.i. ::ir·:,;'l,;., !'i.1.i.::; :i. n -~i.m'r's ::~r.l'i ',~B ~ by :H'I111f :3-dat.fon, attack 
heli~.':J)Ji:.•: Wi> 1 an(i ;· r ·O i l ;~ :"?.V!.bUon. ;\ m:;:.~ or ·.:or·1[JOi1 , ~ni~ oi' ttlr.-i e:omple x of' deli very 
of COI·'l,(':l!:i f~i'. on•d. {Cr:~~--~:•:;;'. :ln :-; i; l/'1 <:: en,::wr iJO;r i.:: l;he 1.•me of str·l.ke~: by front and 
army ~·e{<f..I~Jill:tl. ::>S.!I!W~l··~i (:,ti.i<:E: ana l'f!~0!1(la.i. : ;.Sai1C ~l-folt'"' C:Offiple:<eS ( fr•ont andarmy
RUK.s anti I{(J,~s ) " · ,.. 
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8. Achievtng surpd£<0' i.n n.e:ti onl:' . \~e emplo:yed this principle particularly 

extensi-vely dur ing the Great Pa trioti c War-. For example, Marshal of the Soviet 


' Union Zhukov [line illegible]. He :;aid \~i ~;;; L ue have come into an organization 

where there are patt-ern-:.. Pi.:-st. of nl"l, ;~·? 0 .: . .-1: n?t- h';> .::rt ~,c be deceived. For 

our part, we ('..~r·~'.·r.~·. :::1 .; :.;rf.,:u ."l r ·1<H1 a.r ~~·: · :3.:t: l"c:s t.·:. ci:~::-:•ivs the e.nam.'/. [Word 

illegible] we ·~;-.-:.;: · :: r,c. t.. [,:;,~r ': .ll:·, J U1c.L t!.1t! t:~·.ei.tY ,;cul~ •:c.ic u:st: i1.!.s o hn plan 

against u.s, that [we wouJ.d not be dec.eived]. (Tuo words illegible) of the enemy 

a [large} grouping, (4000] tanks, more than 10,000 [~o;or· d illeg~hle] of 

artillery, cavalry corps, [word illegible] large units, combined-arms (?armies]. 

All these mEasures. c_, f tho:! [r·IOrd illegible] plan we1•e carried out. We had no 

complete gua.l"'an.t.ee tha.t we ~ IO'lld sw:c~e d in ach.teving operational--tactical 

surprise. Therefore;, Lline illegible J the ene1:1y could determine not only the 

axis of om' attacks, but. lie could also guess [Hard illegible]. We could not 

count. on t he: en..emy l:teing .so Lfmrd Ei.egtble J ;:hat he would know notbing of the 

operatton bE• i nr, pl"epa!'~~d , U€ither ttl!: :~6rnr,1:cr:der nor the staff could give such a 

guarantee. And &.!though 1m perhape d ~.c 1 not ~u cceert in completely concealing the 

entire concept f .:>f t hE• O!JI!:l'a U oi'• J, tile li i s tuJ.~-Oder ore.rat.ion l-ias a classic 

operation conduct.ec oy the ·ist. Be 1.oruss ta.n ~no 1st !J!<r<'l..i.nian n·on~s; t he mission 

was specif'icall~r assigneii.. to the [ word illegib.':.<:!; depth, but in..7 act ~ee came out 

at t.he Oder Lword iUe~ibl e 1. 1\nd e ve n [word il.:Leglble] Georg5._v Konstantinov ich 

said , "Comrade ! i Uegib1e], why h;we you ~- topped '? The tank annie:; mus t be sent 

directly to Berl i n!;' ii•? responded , "H;je ec·U ~ll:i cerr:.ain ly send them ~:here. But 

would they return·? 't'hat ' s ano r.her ma.tcer·!" .in ot.her words. r.het· e Ha;, an 

ele1nent [liM ilJegible] . 


L.i.ke rr.:my c • ~)t;ra t:t •;r.~:, the •)per " '· t on tif d 1e i:;i; lil:t'a .:nian Front I~<~ i;ake Kiev 

in if1l.!.1 ir'll'.lu l) ,;,d ·~ x ~:en :> . l'K r.;emmn•s i'm· iiiu ::;kiJ·ovka [oamou fl ae,e· ~--conceu lment. and 


' \.1dece p t kn], ancl hhen Flj'h<::i Y:tJ '<; jJ'c! 'i'ard·: Ir:·~ li ·;,· · l;i~s-i.t·an..,fc:r·reti .frGI\1 one [£:_o_!!_~J to !'l 
I 

ano ther· , [ lil":•; U lef) h l ,; l • It. ,)a::;:·;ed e:amp . i. ?. i:. €~:l.y :mnot:l.t!e<l wl'ten Lwor·d illegible] 
i i 

I 

tank aJ~my Ha.> [ :m· H.-died ] .')0 ~:!it t (J ttte n,:n·th. 1; iev l·"-~::> t aken b:,r an a U;ack from .·i 
the nm-t.h. Th .i ::· 't ia:; <1 [11orrJ i.Ee;rLt·.~'J l &i".C<i(:k wi·l.::etJ th(?. Get•· m~m~> did not expect., 	 . ) 

, ·I
;i
I 

1 : 
,:.1 

9. [Bold l r.mr;e.U'It:.: o:f' t.• :r•'J•Jp.s, fo r·ce.·; ;mo me:tns ::.nd ti.me l_'l es ta.bl :~ shment of 
resel've.s . -n·~ e <![l_L"J..i cu\'.fon cr t hi.~.: pi':'L1c ~. plfl .l :-; a:; 1.1 new stag~, ina.smuch as [ two 
wor·d:: .Lllegib.i_,; j r r 0nt ~ ;pe1•Ht ~ ('ma l. ;,t ;::..nr~u 'If." gn:up:; ar .s noH being se t up; these 
are t3.l'!l< •W~'.:L•? :-; , a.nd -rn · c. nJloaber o.f mLU t a..-y d :L~tr· ic ts a;:-my cor.-ps or t t1e 
Rese r vE's of tltG :3up~· eme High Command ha'''" be,::n :::~ 1;. up. The:>e speC-ial 
[argantzat :im::::_f rxm.s .~ :>t. o:f' ta:l!{ :w d motr.; r :i:&ed ri .fl e llr·.ig adHS. Th.is l:~ nds 

··gree. t. f:l ::- l!l( ) i.::.:; :U.t ·!r r.o t.he ( t.wo r_.or:J.s j :. l.:~g ihl e:i .set >ip t.:J opP..rate ~-n t he 
operat}_<::)na .i. <I•O'pUii of ~-r!.'<; ,o; n<i.'·my 1 ,:. .;;e!:\:msro, -~·-t~t e-ff f'r' om t he main f'·:w -:;.es of the 
fron t. . . Th<~1f [ t.l·K < \4·.-::rd;:; i.:! leo;tbie! o f' ::;_ ta ! ~k .'3.!" !11_\t . lr< comoined-~rms and tank . 
armT$.s : .'3.:rmy t.1 fJ<~rat. .tOf'li:'.J •n:m·.o•w·:::r· grol.itV.' ·~:msJ.s!.. of ta11J{ •:Hvis!.ons o~ motorized 
r i.fle rl i:.r 1.~i.f.•': ;~: i.n t;ei:.rled ~.o ,:~ pe!'at.n :\.:n i ~: ·:.1 lr.: t.Jon :fr ·:-,m the<:! F13.tn .s:rrn:r f orces. 
[Word U lt:.g it>lc ·; [2.ci:.L:)'r. _ a bJ•.):;_d o ffc:n:;. i •Je by air L~ carried out. F<H' example, 
dur i n:;.; r r::•::P-n t m:~ r:euvet's [ :; i nJu la !".l.ng ;,_} f ront. o i'Te:nsi v•~ opera t in:1 , t.wrJ drO!)S of 
air· bor11e di '.' i .s i.•Jn:_; , tM(• n r t}·J r· ·~P. d r·o ~x; ;:;(: ·:~.f."r- tJIJ I'O'il <l.$8aul t br· .t g<..<. lit7~S , tJ1reP. o.r 
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four drops of a.it·borne assa:ult regiments c:f combined--arms and tan!< armies, and 
two or ti1rae drops of motOl:>.i. zed r.ifle t,;,3.t.taiions wer·?. carried out. The total 
numbe!' of t;,·oop:o lar:d•;d ln t.llE: course .;:.;> U:0 front operation was up t.o 80,000 
men. 

10.. F\tl1y ~=- L: "~~Jd i!t::n;; f:.r · (.\t!:J 1.. t.J.I.: _-~-it~?; ill~·~·d.~.~-p~:.'~J.ticc:.L and psjc!~,c-logical 

factors [two h"ords il.leg:lblt: J st!ccess ')f' oper·a.ti.cms and combat. actions. This 
requires :!.n-..depth (knolll<'dgE:) of the polit.ic<·.l moral·~ a.nd psycholo~ical state of 
our troops, c)!'ganization and conduct of active political work, systematic study 

I

I ~ 
of the moral and polit..ical qJ.lalities of the enemy, disco'lery of his strong and 
weak points, active countermeasures to tlis ideological di.versions and 
propaganda , and exerting a purposeft:l ideologic2.1 and psychological influence on 
the enemy's :;ronps and population. The special l.\Oth-anniversary commemorative 
issue lOf 11 ~.\l.itary· 'Jilought") conr.aJns an art.icle by Gener<:>.l [three or four 
words illegible] of the i S'C Belorussic'.n l-'t·cn\~, who cites so~ne interesdng 
information on political 1mrl< in t.he 'ist-"lfeTo:-wssian front: how many [radio 
transmissions] ·bwrd Dl..;g~ble} t.o Ll·;.:: Gt-t';lia.ns, how ;u;;;;;:y-Teaflets were issued, 
and how the pol:i.IJ.t!al WOt'Kf).t'S car·rif!d oui, rear .~;upport. mea::;ures for thl.s 
operation, foi• eltampJ.e, ,_,up!.Jlying fue i. 

11. Firrn, continuous troop conr.roJ. anci comprehensive support f'nr an 
oper·ation. tw t.he i•Princ!.ples of the Preparation and Conduct CJf an Operation" 
state, o~erations and combat act.lons must receive comprehensive support:. 
Suppo,•t is a major duty of comma.n<i~rs ano staffs of all ClP.vels.1. Three types 
of ::;uppor r. ar·e curr·ent..ly :list .inguistted: upe·ra~ional supp.,rt, special-technical 
support, .0\n.-J "~'" '"' s·~ ~-vicas :'•!..I? port. · 

, - ·~~5:9.!~~~!:.~.~~?:~~g , ,~ sr·a,. r:~ : ;.J'T: _ c:: ,t; ·"~: ~J "·(~r ''i>f:-r<tU.o:.ma}. s:;ppc>rt a11<i HiE be 
,,.,., .,,_,,_,,. . .1E": • '' - ~- ~- ,_ ,, 1adarE.sgea t n , , .,,.. !J,,t,qc.d .:. Je~.:curr::s. 

The pu;·pr:t>•' of [:.J:_()~~-~_r::_t;_~_r~.nJ!.:..C?F~...' ~~~.<'='f~t-~n__2_f__~:~~- --c.l0.~~:!:.u~~-~.l?.r:' is to cr·eate 
favOl·r.tJl.o eO!~rJ·:_t.ioll;: ini" Lht~ 'v;.. ,:.ops tm· 'Jr::m·c:ting tlllOI>t" ccmilt.hms of t:mploymenl; 
by dH;; •::;v:my of w<~apou~; Gl' ma.~: s destrut;C.:l·~n, :o¥. ~:··JC\tly ::opo~ald.ng, to reduee losses 
from I'!U (~ .i.e;itr, ci1f.!l!\iCa.t ~ id.o:i.og:i.cai. > an a C•thf_,;;" i.:ype~; Of' io/"eR[JOll~ • 

El t!ct,r•on:((; :.far tacoS :j. n r~l udn~: the sr; t t).f rwa.sur r.::·; CC'i'dl.lctc:,d by tM.c _£ron t 
cor,w~an~i~i:-"{;jj:·}~i;~;oiini.iit:2J:•ing en,::·my •~.h:ctTordc s~r::;;tems, t.aki.ng U1r~m ou.t of action 
by delivet· :Lng st.lo:Uce"' against t;1;,1:.m •:•1' Fl.th Dpec.!al [i;l'OL!.ps, -'a• lectl~'->t.lc 
cmmt<~rmeasur•'?S, <llld c~Jf!c 'ccor-,ie co<J.r:t.t! l'-. C<)Urt'r:,:onneaslJr·.3~. ThL::; c.o\le :,·s var I.O\lS 

types of NL?.<1·3~ 1Jrt>.:3: :tneji__tJdin:y ad~J.\1'8 !llr~a:3U" ~;o-: . !:; (.$ n •:•l•l l.K•::J. .i.tHI?.d t,l·,:~t if t.he 
enena:y: .::-:ml:"'1~:;y::; ~;)..:~o.;~~ron.t.c ·~~~(~<:lns, GVf! ~:·t .i.\1 pedGt-:!t.imt.;_. 1 8. \-. eu ecci.s:;;s- 'Ch·2 d..l:;trict or 
front GOmmand<~i· r. t.','G En,~.s i. lJ.!~r::ib 1 ·S) ' 1 am speaking "on the basis of the 
expeFiP.ncP. of P.)(l'!l'cises ln the Far East.E:rn M.U.it.a.ry Dist.rlct. It t.ook us eight 
hour!:; t.o :t'f;~\:!r:~· i. '·'e 2. 1; if,'lV~-;~- :~~.;s.-:. :!.:?, 1.?; f i'' 1:·m t.!'!(7. 5 ~~:·:. ~ ~. l~my i..~D.d~t •.':0:Jr!d5.. t. ions c-f jamming • 
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[Reception is) in fits and spurts, approximately 15-20 minutes, [two words 
·illegible] agznt cOlm\llmtcal:ions . In fact,. the only r•eception l.s via wire 
communicaUon~•. [·But; thi.s ] is in p•eac0Lirr.<: [t;ord illegible]. 

Opel'at.i.onnJ ;r,:?('!.dr•J',IC?. L.o C:J.r -~f.i> i . :·-~:; r~~T n·:.:.:: Pt!l'IY!i!) ::·f DC!lCCJlircg our 
actions ,th~;,. i'Z"C::Y.t>t:J-;::.:.lH l.hl ';.:~i. ,. <;.ll..;~ l:i·oq; g.-·..;,~ pl.:;&.!> being i\.1>'mt.:d from the 
enemy, tn other words, fc.r the purpose of decei.vlng the enemy and establishing 
favorable concJit.ions fo1r troop maneuvers, [.such as taklng up an attack 
position), commitment to battle of second-echelon armies, etc. 

Ot.he?" types of opE·I'atlcnal support include chemical supper~; topographic and 
geodetic ~por_S:, whfch is now 11lso induded Hnrier opF.:!'ational support, involves 
the prepara.t.lcn of topogr-aphic and geodeUe ctat.a nece~sar.'f for the effective 
employrn~nt o.f' rocket troops c.ncl of wec..pons i.n general., and even includes 
provision of troops w.ttl1 t!'H?. us1.1al map:?·i and hX~~om~~~~gr~~Lqgical support, which 
accounts for the effect. of hydromel>?.orologleaJ conditions on the combat actions 
of troops ., 

Spe•:ial-technical suprori:. Speciaj.-t;ecimj.cal s;Jppor~ includes nuclear­
tec~!~~~~}--~~P.P.~)!'l·., which ).s i:.he prBpara tioP. or' nucl.ear muni i:.ions -~v'Tion-t and 
army nuclear-t.ecbnical unii:.s and (ront and ar·my missiJe-technicai !:Jas.es; 
misslle-tE~chnicai suppor.-t, which dea-iS only with the preparation of missiles; 
techr]0~l_:~UP.P.~rt. whl.ch covers an entire range of t.ypes of support (artillery, 
tank, motor <;ranspon., avia<:ion e;tginee1• .support, ztc. ); and mstrclag:i.cal 
~t:PE.":!!::.~· :.·~:;:~:~ : is carried out for t!1c: pur·pcwe ot' standardizatlon-aiict--accuracy of 
mea~UI'8t~en~:;s necessar·y iur r.h•:! t:fl'eGt'.i.I'H en"Lp.i-':Jymen~ of w~<:,pons and combat 
eqvipi.H:nr,. 

Kear ~ervices Support. Tha· mccin t.:.rpes ::)t rea t' serif .ices support include 

logi:;~i.c. 0:_~~.0.?.!:.~ ·, ~;ri::;.:;_;~J; and <:·t~lt1r type~~ uf support [c;r modern combined-

arms, joi.rd;, 2nd ir.dependc;n~, op·;~l·at.i.cms.. · 


.~r: ad i r. .',,;:-: t.o thE: J.ncre.n:> ing}y ;nai.l:iiaf!et,ed r.a hn·e oi oper3. t.iona..L art as a 
who i.E>. an<i of l'•<lc.h bn.nch of l".he m·:~~-.~ f:;rr.e::; }:od3.11.ictua.. Lly, there is an 
inc~s;;s!:.gly :;t:-::~g ;;,~:~r!anc.v for im;ei·penetration of the theory of each hranch 
of tl~t: <::··:::E:d ~··c;:·;.:~:s ;;it.h r.lir: g:enm'<~1 t.hf.::ot'Y of :ioviet; cpHrational art. This is 
due t.o t;he fF~-r;t thn r. urtdf.>t p:'e.'.'!ent··d~i.:r cnn<.l:i 'c:! l)tW fuor· ci i.llegtble 1 e;;ncution of 
major operational tasks, an~ 1s 2lso rBl&~ad to tha (~orct illogible) utilization 

· in r..n t:lp1H'at;i'.on of r.d. i: f:d for'r.:ns, fm'l': r;-, ;·.:~rms nnd Jar·ge units of different · 
bran.ch~~s of tho al"'med f'or<<•.l(;. O!.J€r<'<J.::i.ons [ha~/e becorM-: the main] fo1•m of [ 1o~ord 
illegH1le j ncl::torK• r1ot or!.(~~ at n.e ;;:tl'<;.tc,g:\ '.'l leveL tmt. at the opec· at. i onal level 
as HH\ L M.os t or an iJ:.~: hrranGh~s of' \".he at'rned forces can qad.i c i pate in fran t 
an~ <>•·mv ao:<:t'at:~cn;5. ;.r; ;;.;iGition to nava1. forces . ail' forces and t·ront forces .. '. . . . , . -·----·­
and l,!r:ar.·.~• op<Jr-aU.ng on ;. •::c•e.s t;;~ l ax ls c2n pc:.r tic i t: •c:·.t~ in naval opo:)r'a ti.ons. 

Resr~ar· ch a.nd d l"\fl~l.opment (•n p ':·nblerrL·'; ot t:he I'JI.''A\xu-a!:l.on and . condw~L u;" 

opet'at.i.on:; .are U1e mo~;t. ma:;~,t•;l~ and ...:·ump1.ex ta:'.i<: c•t' Ltte theory of operational 
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art and of the gf'neral pl'incipie.s. 

The material base [twrd illegible ~ ~s ~; ·;,;t ::.»tantly being upgraded. Both sides 
are putting new types of '•l ':·~Pc:n an~\ t:o!r,t::.:t -~"'~ip'ent !:ttr< s8r ;r i.ce in mass 
quanti ties, a:r.~~~ -r:··:r.}. · ~· ·!\~· i·t?.;; p:::·n,:. s . n·~1 (>:~ n v. ~ n t·. -~ ·:n.:: :~ ~--~ - ~~p o ~~' .'S c~>n t lnua to improve 
[two word.s ilLi;!.l:.·:..d ::th •.:: 1·,:. ·:·r ;J!'E.cl:::i.m: .. gui:J.ecJ ;v.o.;2..iJ<:;,~~ sy:.::t.:.::n~. Hany points 
of Soviet operational art ~o~:tll apparently hav-e to be revised, especially those 
dealing with the preparati.on and conctuct of operations. PreviousJ.y it. was 
believed that th~ main per.iod in the delivery o.f conventional fire agalnst . the 
enemy was preparation fit·e fo r the attack or advance, and.... [Line illegible.] 
•.• [ 10] perc•:-nt of [all targets ar~ apparent.ly l hit during the period of 
preparation fire for ;J.n att.ack or advance . With the employment of precision­
guided weapons, this point. wi 11 probably be revised, beca\lse while previously, 
during a period such as t.he period of f.ire in support of movement to contact 
[ognevoye obesp~cheniy€ vvdtlf.z:henivc. vc ysk ], c.nlv fr'ont air fo.rces could deliver 
strikes,. now rocket troop~ using precis.ion-guided iif.;apons can deliver strikes 
during t.hi.s pel"i'.oci. Ti.IU.!.i , '<"~i.·at\3ciS !l&z·Li;;:t·• (>&;i :ii' .f iv~ pe;:·cent of aU ta!'gets were 
hit during th:i.::; per:i.e~'t, 1'c ;.snow bel :le<Jed U1~t. thi.s wJ.Ll t.hP. ma .in per.'iod and 
[two words ille~tbleJ wit.h crossfire, wh.icti 1dll bfl aimed at [ward jlJ.egible] 
from i:.wo dlt•aci:.J.ons [two woras n:...egibl~} nucleal' ettack means, l;roop control 
post.s. and grotmd centers of preci.si ::m-e-,vided weapons sy$tems. Ke\i· p;~v.cedures 
have already appeared [ 1.n .i [ two words i lJ.egiule :i [operat.ions); t.hls :is already 
stat£:d in l.:he 1 'Princ:i. pl~s of the Prepara tion!' " ] [linE: i.llegible l. Its 'l r~;sult 
of tbe appearance of ne 1~ weapons, man y point;-; of' the "Principles of the 
Preparation and Conduct of an Operation" are be1: ng re \d.sed. 

't'be economy , ~cience , and techno.i.ogy ~u~e developing vi.gorously unde.r 
preserit-ci ~-ty ::.CJ l•·:iH:i.:.m.:;, :·1U .·'::h m;:dr.e~, H. IJO -~~;i. b.L:; l"•?;l:I:ti.'.' •31 y q•.Ji C.kl.J' i:.o [~Jor·d 
illegH•l.:,_l l:.h?. ·i..a. t ..::.-;t. ~ " ·: e n\: i . fk ?1' • :: '-~EI -:~ ~"'' ~·- ;.rh i.c:h go out :iJt\".:.) thf! fiE~id, making 
it n<.:<.:;e.s.::;.~ry v ..: a.•::·::c-um·. I\.- ;:· '.)fMnge.s t \.bz-:~e w o ,··~ 'l il.Jegj·_b :i. e.l arw~cl comb:,-,l·.. As a 
res1.\l t. o !' the ~:qui.pni np, '--'.t' L·•:lr.)p.::~ wi.'ch i.l•1[.ll'v'tW1 "'~.:>.pon.~; and cxrmb.'ll t i:!qtlipmen t and 
furtiv~ x· ch.:.n(?;,;,;,; in che u ,,,:K•'·Y an~i pr2.c:'r. i e·a oC opl?. .l'c' t.ic•n.,tl ::u• t, i i.!'st of all 
[word i.ll.•::g;i.bJ.<i t.t·w pr0t.:1.,m of . inCl' ·''";~ ing ch-': c omba t readines~; wf tt·t:•ops t..o 
comilK:t. ope ;•a: r.i<:n.s -~nd c .:;n:bc>.t. action.s t•c ti·J Hi th and ~>.~J.U , out.. T!UcJ.ear 1:•eapons, and 
issu~s ~•uch .;, .~~ . >' <'l~~ t.or ing ~, tt::•d< gr·oup.i ng:_; t.•: <:: \::.?.I'.I·. L2wor·\.hy st.at.('' C\l"Vi actions 
under C•Jilc\ :1. t. i . .:•r,.s c:.t t.he E..mo i. e> 1rrr,ent o'i· n<:<u t.r on ~·<?..:mo n.s. Th;·,re i.s no l!le.ans of 
such 8 ft:n':i .:ur,ental nattn'f: ~;h i. ~~h [:::an i!C ~~G ill ~lish t~· 8 S('l. lll~ thi.ng j a.~ t.~ J. zure and 
landing by ::~i.:r bor· n·~ lc; nd :i_,Jg ior0r:s, .:·•t~ i:ions of fo:<'}lar<l ct etachnwn:ts, f :t.e. The · 

..	impor.'t.ancf, .-;-, f' t.heor·nl:f.. (.:~J. fd.E! bGTctt.io!'! c.Dcl pr·a~t i.r:<l } . t :ol u tf.O::l or t-.he problems of 
compri8h·N:S! '"'' i:t.i i'W>::Jl't o f .~,peNd: :1. .:-,ns, ii' iZ> •: :~ ;;: J.:i. rccc;nn:dsl';ancE: , 1: s inc,r'F.:asing. 
Profound tnmlli.(::1Wl of.' ;,i U. 1.t<l rtr t;h<K•l'V. i)<l:'t;.0t' L',rilr t..hn t.\u~orv oi' 0perati.onal 
art 1 ma~:es it pc· ?.;~;fblE i'.(: cl:!!r.ui·.e t(·,:::. t;~;; }:S :yf.' [ r· €-~ ill'ilJi~tU>clEI.nee] ~cuppor.·l; for 
combat a.C':t\r.tl'1!: 3.1\d DDecau,,r:.<: , _ [ i'.wo 1-lt:>r'd:; U.!,n~·ib:lf': i t)!.€' or·N;ent.; ::~ituat.:l.on, the 
nat11r.e. of moder·n c.~: • t::~ai:.i( , ns , t-\'1e forms ;-,r~, d m~~u:c· dB M' prc:p<u;tng and e:c.r•dlt(~t.ing 
operat.;i_onr; , anci the r·o :C e c>.Ml pla.cE: in r.h2m of Cper;;,t 'con;:.l , ~~pecia:! --1; rlchnieal ~ 
and rear ser v~ c~~ s u ppo r t . 
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