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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Chief,

SUBJECT! ‘Racent Radie Froe Eureps (RFE) | 50X1, E.0.13526
: Broadoasts te Peland

REFERENCE:

1. Referanico memorandun: doscribad the 6 January dasmarcho
xiade by Polisk Vice Ministexr of Forsign Affairs Wintewicx to U, 5.
Ambessador Sioessel on the topic of revent RFE broudcasts to
Polaad. The memorandim alue digcusssd cemunents made to s
U.3. Embassy Boun officer by West Qerman Foroign eﬂice aﬂlela).-
cn ihis same subject.

2. Subsoquent to osur 19 Janusry memersadam, Ambassador
Stecssel, ia & 2! Junuary mossags (Anpear A), appressed his coneern
ovar the contest of five RFE broadeasts to Poland during the peried
16-29 Deceambar. Ambsssader Stosssel omphonixed that tho Poles
are “seasitive” to the “use of vitupesstive language conceraing
Polish palitical personalities” and he noled that the West Gormians sre
also "sensitiva” to likely Folish protosts on this matier to Bonn, He
sxpraszed the opinlon Mt BFE “stiacks on Polish personalitios’ may
darnage U.S. isterests st a titoe “whan it is oot kasum how much.
influsnce Gensral Moozar wmay have on the policies of the Polish party
apd govermmeat and the Polish sititade toward the U. 5, is uot yat
clear.” The Ambassador noted that ke bas proviously recomianded
that RFE avold “blite# br abusive lunguago and tone” in its brosdeasts
and sheuld not pnmlk a “npsclal blas" to be shown zpainet selected
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political hwon. He concluded with a wmuﬁ Bt RIPE “reavicw
its broadeasts with fhe dim of slarinsting haveh atincks oa personsi-
Ities sud, where necessary, morlmrmg thte overall tone of iia
broadcasta,

3 The question of rucont RFE broadeasts to P«laad was also
raised by the Woest Qermoon Forveign Offics officlals on 28 January
in the context of 0 U, 5. Embasay brisfing on Sepator Case’s proposals
regarding RFE and Radio Liherty (Aonsx B). The Gexman official
mantioned that it is no secyet that Sekeel, Bahy and Brandt are
not enthoniantic about RAFE and that additional problom brecdoasis, ..
wauld only ceuse heightened ivritation.™ He also vald that he was
uninformad ss to what action Fovaign Ministey Schasl might take
wiih rogard to the two broadosste he had described cavlier (refszent
mamorandus:, parvegiraph 3).

4., Polish diplemmc ‘roprasentstives in Washinstan lmm i
also brought up the gquestion of recont RFE brosdaasts with U. 8,
officialy. On 21 Decembsr 1970 Polish Ambaesador Jerey
Michalowski, in & couversation with Reputy Assistont Secrataxy
(EUR) Richard Davies and Mr. Deyle Mariin, Polith Affaivs Officer
{(EUR/CHPF), said that RFE had beusned “exaggorated reporilag with
ans satl~aocialist and anti-cemmunist sland, hoar after hour, ™

. During this discussion, the Ambassador also cammented nagetivaly
An recent VOA broadeasis to Poland, Mr. Davies volcad his under-

standing that tha Arabassador was aot naaking & demaychs and, Is
connaction with the VOA broadcasts, sald that he would be glid to
1o0k inio the eitoation should the Armbasseder provide him with
raforancea to apecific broadcants {Anngx ©). On § Jenuawy .
Anidrzel Wojtowics, Firat Sccrataly it the Polish Bmlsssy, divcussed
AFE ond YOA brogdessts with USIA Assletant Divecier (USSR and
Engiern Rurope) Kamptes Jenkins. Woftowics said that R¥FE broad-
casts to Poland are “a difforant stoxy” than the VOA brosdcasts and’
he coroplainad that AFE “in just dolng s rogulir business,..lna
sitaation Mke the ot bocemes an &mwmu irrzitant for tho Polish
governmgnt. ™ (Arnax ’B)
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‘| 50X1, E.0.13526 | s, |diszussod theso devalopmants m»ernisg

Earape, Inc. s aad armntd 1o have all of the partinent amem

traffic shovm to My, Waltpr, BFE's Director. We aleo provided

our initial svaluatice of rowent Polish breadcasts to hoth men {(Anusx
E} As a result of tho recent proposals nade by Sanatey Casn
ragarding the Radlos, we informsed AFE that we consider it
imporative that the Radio aveld broadeadting sny vommentaries
which might be considered "problom brosdcasts™ by the Went edman
and/or Polish govarnmants (Annex ¥). Althdugh we assumsed that
this was already baing dione, we have obtained confirmation from

Mr. Durkes that skraosdinayy procsutions azs jzdoed haing token
{Aonex @)« it skould be noted, hbwevar, thas this propkylactie
action was initinted ia order to avold furither ceamplivating, in dur
relations with Benn, the slzeady difficuit situation brought abont by
Senatar Case. It doos 3ot indicote that 'we agzree that sithar
Azsbagsndor Etoosscl's or the West Germian !'w'dsn Oﬂica coraplaiats
can.be mﬂdu-d folly }ulﬁ!hﬁ.

50X1, E.0.13526 | 6. | Ivtwa on thiy mattc! sonte of which might

be used a_.s talking points with the Dopariment of State, follow:

a. The three additional scripts, mentionsd by Ambatladcr
Stossnel but not by the German afficials, ars stiathed as Annex X,
COf thego thrae, one script containg no referemce to Gonaral Moezay
and the cihoy two includu comansuts similay to thoss objsciod to in
the sarlier two scripts. The pertinent phrasss are: "...police
sloments, fram thige very nature the anast vegrassive, grouped
around Misczyslaw Macaar, s supporter of tho use of the rmost brutal

. aund zuthlsss farma of yaling, based cu violsnce ond tervds. .. " sad

"the bandit usits, (raioed and prepored for thalr tank according to
the methods and instructions of Miscryslaw Mncsar, vustly contrih-

. uted i March 1968 to the spreading of the student riots. .., the same

thing happensd now, ..." A third pacsnge,; atizibaied to reporis in’
tho French pross, includes the stataxnont that .. . fear primszily
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seisod the apparatus of viplence and the man (Moezar) who ta
'Wﬂﬂ Baans”

b. We aﬂaﬂﬂ Beane agpunents on R¥i's traamm of
Geperal Macray in the refarent memorsndwn [paragraph 5=b. ).
While ws believe that the general thrust and objectivas of RFE's
criticiam are valid, the lauguage used in thens pessages could
again be considored injudicious st fho time of bzondeast. The

‘wozds "bandit units” should not bave besn usad. In our view, itie
Andisputable that Genersl Mociay is and Jang has beew a-contrnl’

figere in Polish political life. Yo naguesticnably exerts groat
influsnce on the policies of the Polish party and govermment aud,

-in RFE's opinion, the palitical struggls boiwesn Mocrey and Gierek

iz 2 dominant foaturs of the current political situatian. RFE's
Polish broadcasts wauld lack cradibility with their sudiance should
RFE ignove or dowmplay Moesar's huportance. bioczor ds the
Farty Sacretarist membar specificslly charjed with cestvol ovar
all lnternal socurity matiers and the securily apparatds is koown
by all Folos to be "brutsl sad yuthless” 2nd it is gulity ay charged
{or its yole in the Gdanek disturbances. It ls difficult to see bow
RFE ean commment on Mocssr and the U. B. is any but snfavorable
Yers. W wonld consider thet the “generalised eviticimn” of the
wilitia, s recomuneudsd by Amkassador Siespssl, without
meutioning Mocxar at all would be inndegquats in tarms of RTE's
eretibility with its sudience. Without huaviag snitcited the RFE
rusnogement' s viows on this maiter, wes would recammend that the
Dapartment aof State offer ite gpision on exactly how and in what
texme RFE ¢ould or should traat Gamoral Mocuar und the sscurity
services. (Iu this connsetion, it is ixmportant to note thas the
curtsnt State/CIA/RFE paper on broadeasting podicy for Folaad is
dated March 19866, Cloarly, it i3 in noed of revision, and thia acilon
tiag beea initiated. )

‘c. BRFE's criticizn: of Mocrar snd the intswsal sscurity
foress must aiao ba balapced againgt the totslity of recant Pelich
broadcasts. Batwacn 16 and 31 Decenbor, RFE's Polish broadeasting
departmont was on the alr for about 144 hours and most of this time



http:tl'AP,VJJ.tq
http:lt1PCf.ID
http:1i'llllDO.ft

C05455045

Qg
DL

-~

was devoted to newacasts and political commentary on Pelish
dovelapments, It eppoare o us What four short critical pheases on
the internal sacurity forces, at a time when theso weye Jdiling
largs numbors af Poles in the disturbed Baltic args, ie an Indica-
tion of ramarkably restraint under the circumaetinces, It should
also be recalled that the mepshers of RYL'y Polish atafi are and
considor thamsalves to be Folish patriots. In thie comnsetion, we
noke that the intermational preas has corried & mimbhor of storgls
congerning alleged atrocities committad in fudd-Bacomber in
Poland; thosa reports wera not carried by RFE on the basis that
the stories wers inadequately sourced. An eamplo of a drait
soript on this subjeet, rejoctad by M. Walter, h attached as
Annex L

d. One of RFE'S priacipal functiens is to leval criticiem. -
of peopla, inatitutions and policies when sach criticism 15 justifivd,
Criticiem must, of courase, be constractive and petty recriminations
and vituperation is prohibited. In this regard, an occagionnl slp
canuot, yealistically speaking, slways ba avoided, Chviously, ifa
promingnt party or governmaent lsader~~and Mocsay is both--ig a
hardiiner who dassrves condommnation for his actioas he will be .
aharply criticised, and BFE, 8¢ o rosalt, loavas ituslf open to !
chargen of chowing a “spacial bias.” Daspite thaso comiuents, 18 ie
possible that RIE fs, in foct, guilty of showing a “spocial bias™
ngalawt Moczar and this will be digcusaed with appropriate RFE
officials and, if trus, correctad. .

6. Ambassador Stosssel, in hiz sacond meusage (Amnex A),
mentionad agsin Winlewics's sccusation that RFE broadcant copmmantery
to the effect that Party First Searetary Glorek went to Moseow in
sarly Janunry "o got his owders.” Althongh the Ambassador esuld
aot locate an RAFE script on this subjoct, it is presumably the éne
attached ag Annax J., Insolar a9 we can detzrimine after a thorough
teview, this is the sole canmnentayy broadeast by R¥E on the Glarek
trip. It is cloarly wo colncidonce that the Winlowics demarche was
widds on the same day thet this seript was broadcast, It is cvidaat
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that this then appeaved in the daily monitoring veport which is
prepared for the Foreign Minisiry and other pavty snd povernment
sifices. As a reading will sbow, this script in no way supports
tho charge madse by Winlewies,

£f. 1t should be strosesd that ths Weoat Gorman official's
view that the “Radics general line ox the causss of the ¥ioting was
incorrect” and that YRYE poarteayed the workers’ uarost as a resuit
of anti-Soviet fealings™ sre both irvefatably arroncous. In sdiition,
Ambassador Stosssal’s aoexiing inclinstion to secept Fintewics's
charge with rogard to the Glerek trip to Moscow is, ap discussed
in the fovegoing paragraph, incorrect. In sum, both the Ambassador's

- gud the West Gorman Forsign Offico ahotgun-type ariticien: doss, in
. fact, boil down to four shovt pagsuges, all deallng with General Moczar,

and one inccasequantial rexnrk cosceraing former Txade Union Chief
Loga-Sowinski (ves relorent mammerandure paragraph i+a, ). Thig in
much diffevent L2010 the far more generalized Wast German and

U. 8. Embassy charges that the overall treabment givon by RFE of

the Folish situation is and was basically srroneous, that the Radie
normally sass “abusive axd bitter langasge and tono on its broadcasts, ¥
and froguently and harshly sitacks numeroos Pulish peraonnlitiss.

g+ Ve are struck by the fact that Polish "sonsitivities™
are givan such woight by Aribissador Stoessal. The Canumuniofs
for thelr part, of coarse, pay little head {0 U. 8, sensitivities on
this particalar ispua. BSoviet and East Kuropsan madla zaport - -
extensively and frequesily on palico bhrutality, stowmi-txoaper iactics,
ete, in the U.5. given aay opporiunity. This bhas heen particolarly
true, lor examplo, during thoix coverage of raclal disturbsooe: and
incidents connscted with the 1968 Chicage Dexsacratie convention.
RELZ's pccasional camuoents on comnnnaiet secarity policy activities
are considarably ncors restyained than those made by the communist
countries. '

he Vie should reltesats our &on‘vuﬁoa that RFE'a coverage .
of the *olish situation hes been entirely responsiblo theoaghout the

L!;" i!n"‘,- i ?. f _.;.,_,,5"-_‘

B i :
e



http:l'eatrabl.ed
http:llOAri.ty
http:illlco:rr.ct
http:0111'f.pt

C05455045

continuing Pollah exrisis, 'I’hu Radio shoald merit. (and it receives
from East Buropesn citizens and West European mcﬂh) high
marks {or doing a wemarkably affective job.'

i« Poclarsd Went German apprehennions svar a probabdle
Polish densvche on BFE broadeasts are ovardeswin. The dufinifive
Ge¥man position on this matter wag oatlined to appropriats Folish
officials during the Wast Gerroaa-Polleh negotiations Inst fall. -1t
should not be diffiecit for this position to be reltsrated if necesssey,
In thic connaction, it night not be inappropriate for Benn b0 indieate
that Soviet Bloo broadeasting trsatiment of West Germaony ie alpo
open to criticism. Ths “tit-for-tut" matsrial, now avallable in
Bonn, supports this position.

J+  On maay occasions, -hleh-lwnl Pelish cfficials have
taken pains to indicate that RFE broadcasts have Hitle if any impaet
in Poland. These attempts to diminish RFE's actoal importance, -
by purtraying It as belug no more than a minor nulszance, oceur
stmultanscuely with the contipucus, heavy barrage of criticism,
which ia the truor msasure af the Radia’s offoctivencys. The well-
kaown West German corrospandant Hans-Jakob- Stehle, for example,
reporied that foxmner i'olish Party First Seerstary Gomulka to8i
hize an 7 Dscomber 1970 that “...he noither reads nor lstens to

what RFE has to 2sy, becsuse aaly the opinions of sszious cpponsnts,

ma’ lhlldﬂ.'m, _mr‘“hm'llo" (Am Kv) mm’ view of
RFE brosdcasts wis cfferes un 7 Janzary to RFE's Gensvy Buteau

Chiof by the Firet Secrotary of the Folish Miswsien to the UN Headguariers
- in Genevs, Roman Wlasle. Wlszle, whoso positien would presumably

" make him familiay with regime visws on recont R¥FE hrosdeasts, sald
thizt it is his Duprossion that thers has boen 5 Yirend toward moderation”

in recent RFE's broadeasts to Poland. His éoxuxent, of courss,
atands in sbvioas contradiction to the atataments made by Pelish
officials to U. S, officlals and the treatment afforded by Polish medin
{Annax L),

|50x1 E.0.13526 |

k. Theere ls 50 cbvious cmtrabisﬁm-, of cosrae, botweon

objectives and current RFE broadeasting policies. This
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argument canoet, however, bs made with the Dopastment of State.
The subject matter of the crilicisms that bave been raleed sarlior

by eur Ebascles in Bucharost and Prague, aand now by Warssw,
might be connidorad to he eatirsily consistent with an| ! | 50X1; E.O.135]

26

objectiva, As themse, howover, may be inconjistent with Stata/
CIA/BFE broadesnst pollcy papers, thoy are more difficulite |
defond. A broadeéast which stated that Gisrek wanf to Moscow
“ta geot hin orders” weuld be consistent with harassing the Soviets
but iacansistent with RFE poley papors. '
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