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OF U.S. PRESIDENT JIsmy € A R T £ R TO MEXICO. THE POLITICAL
CLIMATE FOR THE VISIT 18 NOT ENALTLY PROPITIOUS, AND THE

. JNOPPORTUNE STATERENTS WHICH MAVE COVE OUT OF WASNINGTON MAYE
SEEN BADLY AECLIVED In GOVERMMENT CINCLES AND COUNTERPRODUCTIVE
In CERTAIN RZSPECTS. i
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DECLASSIFIED UNDER AUTHORITY OF THE
INTERAGENCY SECURITY CLASSIFICATION APPEALS PANEL,
E.O. 13526, SECTION 5.3(b)(3)

ISCAP APPEAL NO. 2012-051, document no. 8
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EVER SINCE TME RECENT VISIT OF POPE JOMN PAUL 11, LOPEZePORTILLO

INTELLIGENCE SOURCES &ND METHODS leOhYED

, 'uﬂ?naﬂ DISSEMINATION AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SYBJECT TO
: CONTAOLS STAYED AY BEGINNING AND END OF REPORY

RELATIONS ®ELL UNDERGO A uﬁa PHASE OF DETERIORATION,

"3 . THE *DIFFICULT" POSTION IN WHICH

PRESIDENT JOSE L O P'E 2 = PO R T I L L O NDW FINDS HIMSELF,

- MAS BEEN UNDER CONSIDERABLE. ATTACK SROH WITWIN THE GOM AND THE

lﬂstl?u?’!ﬁhlt ﬂ!vﬁLUTIONAkV PARTY (PRI) FOR HAV!NG 'VZOLAYED'
tﬂi CQNSV!TU'!UH BY I&LOIIHG Yﬂ[ POPE" visit, /?ﬂE GOM, Of
COURUIQ NAS OBLIBA?!D 10 FRD'IOE CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT FOR THE -
" MoPEeS VIBITE NOI!V!H. QE?OR!' OURING AND APTER TWE VI!I?:

-m-tnvtl-PONT;L;n HAS BEEN ON. THE DEFENSIVE AND, ON SEVERAL
"'DCCASIONS, WAS MADE PUBLIC STATEMENTS IN EFFORTS T0 CLARIFY

THE POSITION TAKEN BY THE §0M; 3

& RESULT UF THE PaPAL VISIT, CHURCM=STATE ZOUILIBRIUM HAS SUFFERED

_CONSIDERABLE REVERSES,
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4. METHODS "INVOLVEDe«NQT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALSe

5. | 11 1s & wELL ESTABLISHED FaCY
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" THAT THE 5OM NEEDS TO SELL 178 EXCESS NATURAL GAS TO THE U.S, . L e

"IN OADER TO FINANCE TME NATIONAL SCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ALTNOUGH

THIS IS ESSENTIAL FOR TME FUTURE GROmTH OF THE COUNTRY, IT IS

ALBO ESSENTIAL POR THE PRESTIGE-OF LOPEZePORTILLO, AT THIB POINT, &N
. AGREEMENT ON GAS I3 REALLY NOT CRITICAL IN THE ECONOMIC SENSE,

BUT IT mILL BECO®E SO IN THE NEAR FUTURE, A GAS AGREEMENT,

MOWEVER, I8 ESSENTIAL POR LOPEZePORTILLO FROM A POLITICAL

STANDPOINT o TO WARD OFF CRITICISM NITHIN THE CABINET AND 10

ENSURE THAT ME HAS A FREE WAND TO CONTINUE HIS ECONOMIC, FINANCIAL
AND POLITICAL POLICIES, FAILURE 0 ACHIEVE A GAS AGREEMENT -
TIWETH THE U84 WOULD BE.A WARG POLITICAL.BLOW FOR THE PRESIDENT -~

EPORT_CLASS BECRET=eWARNING .NOTICE=«INVELLIGENCE 8DURCES AND ~ = ==

dLL PORTIONS CARRY CLASSIFICATION AND CONTROLS OF OVERALL DOCUMENTY.
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