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LIBYA: 

Special ~alysis 

ActMty in Africa Intensifying 

Tripoli has quietly rein'ligor11.ted·ej/ort1 to ·ldentih .pnd-pide 11161,rsive 
groups In CluUl, llbala, lllid llwanda.sht~ last Y«f.'· Idris. Delly's 
aeivlre ofpower: iii C/rfl!Iprobably el1811"6 illat Q.adll"f/i.·will colitlnue 
his assertive polky for at least the nat seFual inontlls. c::=J . 
During a May 1989 meeting ofMathaba,a·quasi:govemmeotal 
organizatio:p tasked with. eiporthig Q@liati.'s:revo~l,itic:>n, the Libyan 
leader told d~gilt(lS that events in lhe·U:SSR and the P~estinian 
intifadah p~oved.· :.his theoey that oopular uprisings against oppressive I 
governments were ineVitable,I l·He urged . 25Xl, E.0.13526 
the delertes to identify) aid, and guide such movements as they 
emerge._ _ ' 

The recent appointmi.mt as Foreign Min,ister !)flbrahim Bishari, a 
black Libyan with extensive experience in A.frlcan affai~_aJso 
suggests ri.mewedintel'ellt in Africa. Bishari will be,in a poiiition to 
implement an agsressive. policy. in.A,frica, em.eoying~adhafi's
customary mix of diplomacy and: subversion; 

Current Activities 

Support for insurgents in Chad, Liberia, and.Rwanda susge~t$ 
Qadhafi is seeking low~t·, low-risk opportunities where clandestine 
support can sharpeit existing ethnic1u~d mbql tensions. Qadhati aims 
to promote bis .unique brand· of ~IUtionary·'sociaiism .and to. 
weaken US and Frencll infh1ence in the region. [:::J 

Chad. Tripoli has provided anns..ammunition .vehicles; trainin and 
safehaven to.Presi' · · ne 1989 · I25Xl, E.0.13526 

.._______.J "'4}'•,... ·1s p ease wit e y•s.victory an · is 
return of approximat~y 435 Libyan POWs and already 1s see~ing:to 
strengthen its:influeni:e in'Chad. Trip,oli I 25Xl E o 13526 
is flying m(ldfoalsupplies and possibly otJJ,er cargo into N'Djamena ' • • 
and has pied~ n·ono allow Goukouni Weddeye, Ha~~s Ubyan­
bac.ked rrede,ssot an.d a potential Deby rival, to threaten the 
reg.une. · . . . 

Liberia. Qadhafi,.Ms pi;Qvided Ch~rles Taylor's National Patriotic 
Front with money ~nd weapons through Burkina since last January, 
according to sources of varying reliability;[:::J ~' 
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Ilwanda. U,bya maY have provided financial and military Support to 
e~hnic Tut$i rebels who ~nvadCd ~wanda from .Ugandlt in early, 
October The rebels 
currently ~oo~ducting a 19w-intensity guerrilla campai~ 

Outlook 
. . 

Qadhaft offered ·assistancC'to.the jD!)urgents in·Chad, Lib~ria, and. 
Rwanda only 'after they liad begun 9peradons, ~g he requires 
a demonstration :of cominitmentbefore he will:provide substantial 
aid. He al~tcerta~IJ:lY.Wejgbs ~ pro~ectfl f9i a grQisp•s ~eali 
against the 'risk ofneedlessly ai>osing.hbnsetf':toretaliationfrom the 
US and France and. censure by tlie..OAU. He alsO does not'wish·to 
jeopardize t!:te political gains h,e·beiieves·Jte has-atjiievcd through 
relatively modi:iate behavior in the past two years. ,__ _ _.__ 

Qadhafi•s expectations almost certainly are unrealistic. He is likely to 
press Deby to settle the Aozou Strip disput~.on favQJ:"able terms. and 
to return Libyan dissidents based iil Chad. Duii11g a m:ent' meeting 
with the USAmt>a~ado).", however, Deby reasstrted Chad's claim to 
the Aozou strip.and denied promising Qa4hati anything in return for 
assistance. Qa!lhafi has sought assuran~ fro~ Taylor, evidently 
without success, that he wowd ~pcl US representati~-from Liberia, 
sever formal relations with W3shington; and eiltablisli agovernment
modeled after Libya's ifhe came to power.____.______. 

Nevertheless, the Libyan leader is unlikely to reduc;e his meddling in 
Africa soon. He almost certainl.y believes.the ~rtunitiris for ' 
advancing his political agenda in the regi()n through clandestine 
supt:Qrt for subversive groups outweigh the lintited tjsb. '---'~--
! ~ I . 
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