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SUBJECT: Restricted Meeting with British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair (Ul 

PARTICIPANTS : 	 The President 

Will iam Crowe , Ambassador to the UK 

Samuel R. Berger , Assistant t o the President 


for Nationa l Securi ty Affai rs 
Mary Ann Peters , Di r ector for Eur opean 

Affa irs, National Security Council 
(Note t aker) 

Anthony Blair, Prime Minister 
Sir John Kerr , Ambassador to the U.S. 
J ohn Holmes, Pr i vat e Secretary to the 

Pri me Minister 
Jonathan Powell, Chief of Staff.to the 

Prime Minister 

DATE , TIME May 29, 1997, 12: 00-12:30 p.m. 
AND PLACE: No . 10 Downing Street , London 

Prime Mini ster Blair: Should we work through our cards? (U) 

The President: If you see me with al l t he cards they give me , 
you know it is going to b~ ~ long meeting because I have not done 
my homework. I f I .do it , I r educe i t to t his one card . (U) 

With r egard t o Northern I r e l and, . I would like t o tell you t ha t 
when it comes t ime that you think i t would be helpful fo r us to 
say somethi ng about a cease-fire or decommissioning, l e t me know . 
We may have t o wait for the Irish election. I have some pull and 
can call in chits ; j ust let me know. _..{.€t"' 

Prime Minis ter .Blair : 

E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 
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E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 

The President : I will think · about th~ parade problem. The 
conflict reminds me of the Middle East . Do yvu have a resolution 
in mind? ~ 

Prime Minister Blair: 

E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 

The President : One problem is that the people are farther a long 
t han the leaders. For people like Sinn Fein and I an Paisley, the 
confl ict is t heir whole l ife . ~ 

Ambassador Crowe: At Drumcree, however , all t hose peace-lov ing 
peopl e went indoors and shut their blinds . (U) 

The President: Those were the s ame people in the streets 
cheering us -- t hey need leadershi p. ~ 

Prime Mi nister Blair : E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 

The President: Some of my rich yuppie f riends cancelled t r ips to 
Belfast t o play golf . ~ 

Ambassador Crowe: The President has been strongly supportive of 
investment in Northern Ireland. ~) 
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The Pres i dent : You need a place f or the politicians 
re1evant • They have to have a 1ifer""'..I...Ll.iL...,.l;OL..I.I...._.Io..l,oU;i.I.U.,..&..J....l(._l:o!.J.:.U.S:""'--~~~
t heir ability to stop the process . 

I E.O. 13526, section 1.4(d) 

 

You've got it right with a 
guaran ee o some connection t o Ire::.and. I have l i stened to them 
talk and I t hink that i f t here were no political l eaders , we 
could ge t t~e p eopl e to agree . -+et 

Mr · Hol~es : f I E.O. section 1.4(b)(d) 13526, I 
~--------------------------~~ 
The P~esident : Sinn Fein needs to be on board wi t h the s ubstance 
~f the resolution, whatever the details of the r e lationship to 
Ire l and . What is t he role for t h e DUP and Paisle y? If we leave 
the extremes out, they can undermine the solution . I was struck 
by that when I met Pai s l ey . I d idn 't get a word i n edgewise for 
20 minutes , but I didn't care. ~ 

Mr · Holmes : f I E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) I 
I 

The President: You mean i f you give them a meaningful devolved 
government? .let 

Mr. Berger : We are maintai ning contact with the unionists -- I 
called Trimble recently . ~ 

The President: He is impressive. ~ 

Ambassador Crowe : But not a t Drumcree. And the. SDLP needs Sinn 
Fe in .in the tal ks so they cannot c r iti cize the compromises Huroe 
makes. (S) 

The President : You know where we are . If t here is anything I 
can do , let me know at the right time. ~ 

Mr . Berger: Mo Mowlam was over last week and we had a great 
meeting . ..ke1 

The President : She i s good, great on TV . Her happy face 
inspires con~idence . She seems soiid and not fu l l of hersel f ; 
you don ' t need another person over t here posturing l ike a 
peacoc k. .te1 

Prime Minister Bl a ir: I will tel l her that . ~ 

End of Conversation 
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