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The Franco-German SYMPHONIE satellite consortium CIFASl, met on
November 13, 1958 to review industrial arrangements for the cone
struction of the satellite and to approve certain changes in the
satellite's antenna patterns and hence the earth areas they will
cover, In reporting the meeting Air et Cosmos of November 23
noted that "other modificstions are also envisaged leading in
fact to a certain redefinition of the satellite," These develop-
ments indicate that even the SYMPHONIE manegers were still unde-
cided as to what its functions will be and how these will be
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project was merged with the German "OLYMPIA" satellite study., For a
few days after the Franco-German agreement it was called "ATKOS", and
finally emerged under its present name, "SYMPHONIE".

From its inception as a French project the intended function of this
satellite was to relay communications, At first only telephony and

radlo broadcasting were mentioned, Later television relay was added,

The geographic areas of coverage announced for the satellite also changed
with these successive redefinitions so that at various times the emphasis
was on communications relay with the Near East, then Africa, the French
Guilana space launch base, the French Antilles and recently Quebec,

These redefinitions probably resulted from efforts of French space and

telecommunicavions satellite officlals %o make the proJject attractive,
snd thereby gain approval and funds, by relating it to the French politi-
cal objectives then in vogue, The initlal project studies probably
included enough options to allow new functions, services, and areas of
coverage to be announced as convenlent or opportune without requiring

a comnlate project recdefinition,

From the incewtion of this oommunications satellite project it was des-
cribed as an operational systems O0f course it was implicit that SYMPHONIE
would be "experimental" in the sense of being the first French, or
FrancowGerwan, atellite of 1ts type, but the present emphasis on the
word "experimental” seems to date from the ennunciation of the condie .

t ions under which the U,S, would be prepared to launch a foreign cormmuni-
cations satellite (the Vallotton reply, ref. B). The Aubiniere=Mayer
letter (ref., C) inquiring of HASA the application of thils U.S. pelicy

to SYMPHONIE describes the satellite as "experimental", The NASA reply
(ref, D) takes proper account of the nsed for a mutual understanding

on what SYMPHONIE is, and will be used for, should a U,S, launch be
provided, :

The successive redefinitions of the SYMPHONIE project, and the various
French ends wnich the satellite could serve (space, telecommnications,
technology, cultural and information exchange, military, broadcasting,
propaganda) reflect a spectrum of French interests in the possibility
of using such a satellite for other than purely "experimental® purposes.
No atiempt will be made herein to divine what the current French inter-
pretation of the term "experimental"” might be, However, the following
excerpts from varicus sources are of interest,
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On April 19, 1968, in PARIS 12883, i.e, prior to conclusion of the
SYMFHONIE Accord with Germany, the Embassy reported a conversation with
the member of (then) Science Minister Schumann's office responsible for
space affairs, The offieclal said France would wish to retain the right
to use SYMPHONIE operatlonally if it were still active after its
experimental period was completed,

Page 45 of the CNES annual report for mid-1967 to mid-1968, states:

"The SYMPHONIE program is a cocperative program between the
Pederal Republic of Germany and France which envisages placing

in orbit an experimental telecomrmmnilcations satellite intended

to distribute radio and television programs (in particular the
distribution of the Olympic Games of 1972 in Munich), to provide
telephone and telegraph communications, and for data transmission,”

- British weekly Flight International, a magazine similar to Aviation Week,
in its September 19, 1968 issue carried an article by J, L. Blonsteln,
reporting on a paper presented to the United Nations Space Conference
of August 1958, stated:

The paper proposed blandly that the satellite (SYMPHONIE) would
- be launched by ELDO., The authors could harcdly say anything else,
Tor it is understood that the Amerdicans have already refused to
‘launch SYMPHONIE, which the French openly and frankly admit will
be an operational system with intercontinental capability,"

Mr., Blonstein of course was in error in reporting the U,S, had refused
to launch SYMPHONIE (he could have picked this up from several French
writers)e

The Paris daily Le Monde of September 13, 1968, in describing the (then)
recently signed Franco-German convention for the construetion of
SYMPHONIE stated:

"Concerning the use of the satellltes and (ground) statlons,
the convention provides that the program will include perilods
of joint testing and perilods left to the exclusive use of one
of the two countries., It also provides that if both flight
models Tunetion well, one of the parties will be able to obtain
exclusive use of one of the two (satellites),"”
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More recently, the Paris daily Le Figaro of November 1, 1968, in an
unsigned arcicle, describing a projected Franco-Quebec satellite,
stated: ' : '

"Me Gautier (Jacques Gautier, Vice President of Radio Quebec)
recalled that during a visit to Paris, M. Johnson (Daniel Johmson,
former Prime Minister of Quebec) requested of France the inclusion
of Quebec in the coverage of the SYMPHONIE. - This would be the
‘method for involving technicians from Quebec in this new, advanced
technology, SYMFHONIE will bring us (Quebec) two principal advan.
teges: 1) It will permit us (Quebec) to receive experimental
transmissions, and to transmit toward Europe and Africa, and
thereby to have an outlet, 2) It will give us the possibility

of involving technilcians from Quebec in the construction of
SYMPHONIZ. Six or seven technicians will go to France beglnning
this autumn, as soon as the Centre National d'Etudes Spatiales
(CNES ). will have made its proposals.”

Comment : -

Some of the above statemerts will require clarification in the event
the SYMPHONIE management seek a UsSe launch for SYMPHONIE,
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