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SUBJs EMBASSY RECOMMENDATION RE SYMPHONIE LAUNCH REQUEST

REF3 (Al PARIS 224433 (B) STATE 150329 (C) CA=10678
© 4D} HAGUE 76505 (£) STATE 246910

te EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT US REPLY TO SYMPHONIE INQUIRY (REF a)
SHOULD BE' FAVCRABLE N PRINCIPLE» AND IF POSSIBLE MADE BEFQRE
NOY 12 MEETING OF SPACE MINISTERSe SYMPHONIE: {S DESCRIBED AS
EXPERIMENTAL AND THEREFORE, PENDING CLARIFICATION OF ITS EXACT
ROLE, WOULD SEEM TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A US. LAUNCH WITHIN PUR.

VIEW OF VALLONTON REPLY (REF Bis HOWEVER, IN OUR VIEMW _
THE. SYMPHONIE INQUIRY IS NOT YET A SUFFICIENTLY PRECISE PROPOSAL
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE: LINDNER CONVERSATIONS [LAST PARA PAGE
4 REF Cio : :

2s FOR EXAMPLE, WE THINK IT .IMPORTANT THAT THE SYMPHONIE CON-

SORTIUM BE REQUIRED TO DEFINE MORE CLEARLY ‘THE USES“TO WHICH THE
- QUOYE EXPERIMENTAL SATELLITE UNQUOTE MIGKT BE PUT. IN A MORE

GENERAL VEIN» FRANCE HAS NEVER BEEN PRECISE ON THE SCOPE -OF
COVERAGE FOR A QUOTE REGIONAL: UNQUQTE COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE

"OR SAYELLITE 'SYSTEM- THUS, IT SEEMS 7O US.IT WOULD BE WISE,
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AS-WELL AS OPPORTUNQ "IN THE PRESENT SITUATION TC TRY TO MANE(VER
EUROPEANS: AND ESPECIALLY FRENCH INTO POSITIONS REQUIRING PRO=

_POSED DEFINITIONS OF TERMSs THIS GUESTION ALSO ARISES IN CONNECT-
10N REF D WHICH TENDS PLACE ON THE U+Se THE ONUS FOR DEFINITION

v3c'EMB HAS QECEIVED VERY FAVORABLE COMMENTS FROM MANY QUARTERS ON

UoSo LAUNCHER poLICY OF. REF Es« WHILE EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR
PRESENT CGOPERATIVE U»S+ POSTURE» PROF. BONDI; SECRETARY GENERAL
- OF THE EUROPEAN SPACE CONFERENCEs SAID HE. RECOGNIZES 1T GOgs AS
FAR AS UeSe COULD BE: EXPECTED TO GO PRIGR TO DEFINITIVE INTELSAT
NEGOTIATIONS AND UNTIL: EURQPEANS PUT THEIR HOUSE IN ORDER AND:
MAKE OWN DECISICNS ON FUTURE PRGGRAMSo BONDI COMMENTED THAT HE
WAS SOMEWHAT EMBARRASSED THAT LINDNER MISSION HAD TAKEN PLACE IN
ABSENCE A SPECIFIC EUROPEAN COQPRERATIVE PROPOSALs SHRIVER
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