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B E e ft E "r)1NO FOREIGN DISSEM/CONTROLLED DISSEM/No DISSEM ABROAD/BACKGROUND USE ONLY 

COUNTRY CZECHOSLOVAKIA/EAST GERMANY/USSR REPORT NO. CIA Statute 

SUBJECT PERFUNCTORY NATURE OF E.JIBT :BERLIN DATE DISTR. j JULY 1953 
VISIT OF BLOC FIRST S:&.."'RE.'1:ARH~r. 

PRECEDENCE I'.RIORIT'l 

DATE OF REFERENCES IN 
INFO. 2 JULY 1963 

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

SOURCE WELL-PIACED BLOC OFFICI.4L (B) WITH HIGH-LEVEL CONT4.GTS IN :i.i!E CZJOC:HOSWVAK 
"PARTY (KSC) AND GO'l/"~.'T IN P.RAGUE. 

l. SOXl, CIA Statute 

PRESIDENT ANTONIN NOVO'I'I\T'i Of/ BIS RECENT 'I.RIP ~'O EAST :BERLIN, 'mE ;l'RIP BAD BEEN 

.A.RRAOO-ED ON A FEW HOURS' MO:f.'ICE AND INCLUDED NO SUBSTANTrJE DISCUSSIONS . NOVOTNY 

WAS ACCOMPANIED ONLY BY A MEDIUM-LEVEL OFFICIAL FRnM THE 'IB.IRIJ DEPa'lt:nfENT (GERi.'Wl) 

OF THE MINISTRY FOR FQRgIGN JU:'FAIRS 1 'IWO FUNCTIONARIES FROM '.mE CENTRAL COMMITrEE1 

AND HIS PERSONAL INTERPRETER. TEERE WERE NO EXPER'IS OR filGH-RAl'OCI?iG PART! CIR 

FOREIGN MINISTRY ADVISERS IN N0'70~trs EN'roURAGE. HIS ONLY CON'J.ll\.C:T WITH SOVIE'.r 

PREMIER N. S. KHRUSHCHEV, ~...::::;:· l}ERMAN OFFI CIALS, OR 'IBE O'.U:i"m SA'I·ELLITE FIBS'.r 

SreRETARIES WAS OF FORMAL, S(:"CIAL NA'IURE. NOVOTNY RECEIVED NO DE:LID1AT10:NS .A.T 

THE FAST BERLIN YIU..ll WHERE :a~ STATED, NOR WAS HE INiTI'l'ED ·ro A'rr-END .ANY ME:El'Jm-S 

wrm THE EAST GERMAN OR 0'.1'£[~1 'BLX DIGNATARIES IN EAST BERLIN. 
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2. AT WALTER ULBRICHT1 S BIRTHDAY RECEPTION ON 30 JUNE, NOVOTNY GREETED 

~ICHT WI'IH A FEW COIDRA'IUIA'IORY WORDS WHEN HIS TURN CAMEr FOR '.IRE REST OF THE 

EVENIID HE STOOD IN 'IHE BACKGROUND AND WAS SPOKEN 'ID BY NO ONE OTHER THP..N MEMBERS 

OF · THE. CZ&l!OSLOVAK EMBASSY INi FAST BERLIN. ( SOURCE COMMENT: KBRYjSHCREV I S VISIT 

I 

·I 

TO FAST BERLIN IN CONNEXJTION WI'IH ULBRICHT'S BIRTHDAY APPEARS 'ID HAVE BEEN PRrnARILY 

DESIDNED TO PROVIDE AT. LEAST TEMPORARY SUPPORT FOR ULBRICHT .AND HIS REnIME. THERE 

WAS 'NO APP.ARENT CONN:E)JTION BETWEEN 'IRE VISIT AND THE OV.ERAU,, GERl,(.AN PROBLEM OR THE 

CURRENT SINOwSOVIET TENSIONS. 'lHE INFORMANT BELIEVED THAT THE PRESENCE IN EAST 

BERLIN! OF. 'll!E SATELLITE FIRST SEXJRETARIES. HAD BEEN ORDERED A[' THE IAST MINUTE BY 

KHRUSHCHEV IN A MOVE TO LEND WEIGHT TO HIS SUPPORT OF ULBRICHT.) 

3• . SINCE THE VISITORS WERE ALL ~E'llIER ONLY DUROO 'IRE: THREE-HOUR STF.AMER 

TRIP AND A!l' ' ULBRICHT1S BIRTHDAY RECEPTION, WHEN THEY WERE NOT ALONE AND HAD NO REAL 

OPPORTtJNITY FOR SERIOUS TAIK, 'lRERE WAS APPARENTLY NO RFAL BLOC SUMMIT MEETIID. 

4. (FIEID COMMENT: . THE SOURCE WAS .ASKEQ FOR ANY INFORMATION ON A REPORTED 
. . 
MEETIID OF WARSAW PACT DEFENSE MINISTERS IN EAST BERLIN OR ON REPCBTED MOVEMENTS 

OF SOV-IET TROOPS AROUND BERLIN. HE HAD NO INFORMATION TO CONFIRM OR DENY- ·l'HE 

ru::POR'IS • ) 
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