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In the meantime, Groves and Richard Steams, the new interna
tional affairs vice president, sought Lo take full control over those NSA 
activities and personnel 5 
They informed NSA's overseas representatives that Association head-
quarters would now review in advance all travel plans and significant 
expenditures. 118 Groves continued Sherhurne's policy of appealing the 
draft notices of NSA staffers direct! to he Selective Service's 
dential Appeals Board, 

Finally, NSA's new leadership intensified its efforts to 
find independent funding for the Association's international pro

grams. 120 
The CIA's long relationship with NSA formally ended X 

Groves sensed that his contacts were trying toto hang on 
to the operation as long as possibli> 1 pes of making new and friendlier 
contacts in NSA, but this was not to be. 121 Unfortunalely for both sides, 
events elsewhere had already acquired a momentum that could not be 
halted. 

The previous September, Groves had implemented additional econ
omies in the hope of trimming NSA's budget deficit. As a consequence, 
Michael Wood lost his job as Director of Development. Ramparts later 
claimed that Wood decided around this time to use Sherburne's revelation 
to force the Association to cut its CI/\ ties. 122The truth may have been 
simpler: Wood apparently was retaliating against the people who had 
fired him. 123Sometime in early autumn, Wood took a 50-page memo 
detailing what he knew to Ramparts magazine, which set to work investi
gating his story. 124(U} 

The CIA and NSA knew nothing about Ramparts' investigation 
until New Year's Duy 1967, when Groves learned from antiwar activist 
and former NSA president Allard Lowenstein that the magazine was 

120 RobertWarne, Far East Bureau, Department of State, memorandum of conversation, "Interests 
of US National Student Association in Working in Viet-Nam." 25 October 1966 

officer Richard Stearns later suggested• NSA'sindependent fundraising had been successful 
enough to reassure Jhc Association's leaders rhat NSA could survive without CIA funds; Stearns, 
"We Were Wrong," ,,. 354 ('!) 
121 Groves pp 147. (U)testimony, 137 I 38 
122 Stern, "NSA," p. 36. (U) 
123 Groves,"President's Report--Part I." p. 3. {U) 
124 TheCIAA and The Kiddies, ,,. Newsweek,27 February 1967. (u) 
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editing an article on NSA's ties to the C[A. Groves and other NSA offic
ers soon learned that Michael Wood was Ramparts' muin source. Sher
burne, by then a student at Harvard Law School, persuaded Wood to fly 
to Washington on 22 January, where he and Groves pleaded with Wood 
to retract his story. Sherburne and Groves had little concern about the 
potential damage to the CIA and its operations, but they wanted to mini
mize any repercussions for NSA, us well as to ensure the safety of NSA's 
exchange student in Poland, Roger Pulvers. 125Wood apparently passed 
this info1mation back to Ramparts' editors, who now worried that 
Groves and NSA might pre-empt the scheduled expose by giving the 
story to another puhlication or by hrieling the press themselves. 126(U) 

For the next three weeks Groves and Ramparts jockeyed to be the 
first to go public with the story of the covert relationship. Both needed a 
little more time. Ramparts' publication schedule forced ils editors to sit 
on the news until mid-February; they also hoped to buttress the article 
against potential libel suits by wringing admissions from NSA's current 
officers. Groves sensed what Ramparts needed and he refused to cooper
ate. 127As he considered various ways of revealing the CIA- SA link to 
the public, Groves decided that NSA had to find some way to compel the 
US Government to acknowledge the existence of the covert relationship. 
(U) 

Such an acknowledgment, Groves believed, would protect NSA's 
tax exemplion and draft deferments and would leave the Association eli
gible for overt government and foundation grants in the future. Groves 
quie tly sought advice from former NSA officers and sympathetic public 
figures such as the Rev. William Sloane Coffin at Yale. In Washington, 
he called on Senator J. William Fulbright and White House aide Dou
glass Cuter, one of the founders of NSA. 128On 8 February Groves flew 
to Europe to visit the !SC and meet with Ruger Pulvers in London. 
Grov1.:s later claimed that he had bought a little extra time for Pulvers 

125 Sherburnetestimony, p. 100. Groves testimony, pp. 145-146. (U) 
126 Groves,"President's Report-Part I p. 5. Groves and other officers had confided in Lowenstein 
in November 1966, disclosing the fact of the CIA--NSA relationship and asking his advice nbom 
ending it; Harris, Dreams DIe Hard, p. 159. (U) 
127 Stern, 37." (U)"'NSA." p 
128 Groves,"President 's Report--Part I," pp. 5-6. Cord Meyer, Memorandumfor the Record, "Con· 
versation wilh Mr. S . Douglass Cater, Jr .. Special Assistant to the President Re Ramparts' Article 
011 Agency Connections with the US National Student Association (lJSNSA)," 25 January 1967, 
5X1 
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by stonewalling a pair of New Republic writers (James Ridgeway and 
Andrew Kopkind) whom Michael Wood had tipped about the impend
ing revelations.. 129(U) 

During this time the Agency did w coulduld to minimize the 
impact of the impending Ramparts expose. new nothing for cer-
tain about the story until 23 January, when urne called to say that 
Michael Wood had been Ramparts' source. A few days Inter Sherburne 
admitted that he himself had leaked the information to Wood. It quickly 
became obvious !hat Ramparts had devoted considerable resources to the 
investigation. Contacts from around the country warned hat Ram
parts reporters had approached them, and that some of t s journalists 
had mentioned that the investigation was co-sponsored by the Institute 
for Policy Studies (IPS), u Washington think tank closely tied to the anti
war movement. 130(U) 

Al the same time, Ramparts editor Robert Scheer did some research 
of his own. In late January he turned up in The Netherlands to meet with 
COSEC staffers. He went on to Prague to visit !US headquarters- -a fact 
omitted from the subsequent Ramparts article on NSA. 131The IUS re-
sumably did what ii could to corroborate ' findings, 
rl5x' 

129 W. Eugene Groves. ''NSA and the CIA: On Peopleand Power," in Philip R.Werdell, editor, The 
CIA and lhe Kiddies, 1967 (this is a collection of reproduced articles and essays held at lhe Library 
of Congress:the Groves essay not seem to have beenpublished also ..does .•••. 

131 Scheer subsequently admitted to columnist Carl Rowan that he had discussed NSA with rus of. 
licials in Prague, but he insisted lhut JUS had not steered either himself or Ramparts in the NSA 
investigation: see Carl Rowan, "Miasma of Political Mistrust Grows," Washington Star, 24 Febru-
ary 191967.(U) 
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Eugene Groves reached his Rubicon on 13 February 1967. He had 
flown home from Europe the day before, satisfied that Roger Pulvers was 
safely out of Poland and that public disclosure would not do irreparable 
harm to NSA's sister student unions abroad. 135Ramparts, upon learning 
through its own sources in NSA headquarters that a public statement was 
imminent, prepared a full-page advertisement trumpeting its scoop to run 
in the 14 February edition of the New York Times. Seeing the camera
ready ad laid out in the newsroom, Times reporter Neil Sheehan called 
NSA headquarters on the afternoonof the 13th and rend it to Groves, who 
in turn called with word that the hour of reckoning had 
come. 

25X1 

Groves thus gave rhe New York Times a story as big as the one 
uncovered by Ramparts--the tirsl public acknowledgment by a CIA c:li
ent of the Agency's role in supporting domestic anti-Communist organi
zations. While denying that NSA had performed intelligence missions 
for the CIA. Groves admitted that the Association's international pro
gram had received Agency fu nds since the early l 950s. 137Scooped by 

135 Groves,"President's Report--Part I," pp. 6-7 (U) 

137Neil Sheehan, "A Student Group Concedes it Took Funds from CIA." New York Times, 14 Feb-
ruary 1967,p. I. (U) 
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[ An Editorial Announcement] 

In its March issue, Ramparts maga
zine will document how the CIAhas 
infiltrated and subvertedtheworld of 
American student leaders,-over the 

or worked hard in liberal student politics at home, un-past fifteen years. nwnrc that their leaders had sold out their Independence, 
Whereyou read this extraordinary article, you wil l feel 

that the CIA owes the youth of this country an apology.It has used students to spy; 
it has used students to pres
sure international .student 

* 

111!... 
<":'I organizations into taking 

Cold War positions; and it 
has interfered, in a most 
shocking manner; in the 
internal workings of the 
nation's largest and oldest 
student organization. 

Tho J0,000 wordIaccount of the operations of 1t1c CIA 
within America's largest student organization is a ease 
study in the corruptionof youthly idealism. It is also a 

singularly disqu iet ting indicationof the extent to which 
the government's secret intelligence apparatus wormed 
itsway into American institutions. 

The story in the March Ramparts also presents an 

amazing account of how the CIA bens so-calledinde-
pendent foundations to its cland estine financial purposes, 
using them as conduits fo r espionagemoney, Names are 
names and dollarsaccounts cited . r 
. l1 is additionally the poignant story of the recent 

attempt by student leaders In throw off their financial · I
shackle to the CIA, and of the highly placed liberalsin , 
the government whentried--andfailed--to help them 

Ramparts will dedicated this story to ti1.· tens of thou- ·--· ---··. --
sands of innocent american studentswho went abriad --- .. .. 

Ramparts magazine's advertizement in the New York Times 

precipitatedthe initial disclosure. (U) 
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the 14 February Times, the editors of Ramparts the following day 
released their own story early as "a public service." The magazine laid 
out a detailed and remarkably accurate sketch of the covert relationship. 
(U) 

The Aftermath (U) 

Reporters and editors across America grabbed the story immedi
ately, barraging the Johnson administration with questions. The uproar 
quickly convinced the White House that a simple denial was futile. The 
administration later that same day had the Department of State issue a 
brief statement acknowledging that CIA "since 1952" had funded NSA's 
overseas activities as part of its efforts to offset Communist influence 
among unspecified foreign student groups, and adding that the President 
had ordered CIA to suspend its secret aid programs for student groups. 138 

(U) 
Groves' admission and the resulting publicity strained his relations 

with the NSA's headquarters staff, even though many members had 
known the gist of the Ramparts article for at leru.t a week. The Associa• 
tion's National Supervisory Board immediately convened a three-day 
investigation (shifting its meeting room repeatedly lo escape feared sur• 
veillance) and did its best to get to the bottom of the clandestine relation
ship. Groves. Sherburne. and other officers told almost everything they 
knew about the ClA's operations with NSA (while omitting a few names 
and details for fear of prosecutiou). Excited reporters hovered about, hop
ing that new tidbits would emerge from the Board meeting or N SA head-
quarters. 139(U) 

In commenting to the reporters who suddenly flocked around 
them, Associution staffers seemed torn between the temptation to 
attribute the long relationship to the Agency's sinister blandishments 
and a contradictory desire to deny that the CIA had dictated plans and 

138Neil Sheehan,. "Orderby Johnson Reporting Ending CIA Student Aid," New York Times, 15 Feb-
ruary 1967. p. I. 5X1 

139 LarryRubin's "diary ," released by the 

mid-1967 
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policies to a subservient NSA. On 16 February, Groves, Stearns, and 
Schwartz disclosed that six other private groups (all funded under 
HBEPJTOME) had been CIA clients. 140The named lwo of their 
Agency contacts=- d said the 
CIA had recruited other SA members. 141 The following day Sam 
Brown, speaking for the National Supervisory Board, publicly estimated 
that the Agency had provided 50 to &O percent of NSA's budget in most 
years and accused the CIA of "trapping" NSA members into performing 
covert missions and placing them under "fantastic pressures" to keep 
quiet. The Board voted to suspend the credentials and freeze the funds 
of NSA's overseas representatives. It also promised to assist any official 
probe of the C[A's activities on campus.(S) 

The wave uf public charges and lhe loud claims of violated inno
cence from current NSA staffers elicited disgust from the old team that 
had served in both NSA and CIA. In a final show of solidarity, 12 former 
NSA presidents signed u public letter admitting that they had wittingly 
worked with the Agency but asserting that they had exercised the "utmost 
vigilance and inclepcndcnce of judgment" in doing so. They told reporters 
they had no regrets about taking CIA money and quietly serving their 
country. 143 One of the signers of this letter, W. Dennis Shaul, separately 
defended the covert alliance: "If I were fNSA] president now, I would 
continue to accept CIA funds. CIA had nothing to do with how the 
money was spent; there were no strings on us" , 144(U) 

The statemtmt by the former NSA presidents probably helped calm 
the uproar, which had already begun lo abate when Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy quashed speculation that the student and youth programs had 
been a rogue CIA initiarivc. Pressed for comment on the affair by repon
ers, Senator Kennedy stated publicly that the Agency hud informed him 
and President Kennedy of the operalion. 145Cord Meyer later claimed that 
this statement had taken much of the momentum out of the scandal. 146 (U) 

140 Thegroups were rhc InternationalStudent Conference, the Foundation for Youth and Student Af
fairs, the Independent Research Service, the World Assembly of Youlh, the United States Youth 
Council, and the Independence Foundation. Only Arthur A. Houghton, president ofFVSA. admit-
ted that his organization had cooperated with "the Government." Neil Sheehan, "Funds Identified 
as Go-Betweens," New York Times, 16 February 1967, p. 26. (U) 
140 Sheehan, Identified (IJ)"Funds as Go-Betweens." 
142 TheNSB's 17 February statement was republished by Philip Werdell in The CIA and the Kid
dies." (U) 
142 Steven Aides DefendSubsidies," New Ynrk. Times, 26 February I 967, V. Roberts, "Ex-Student 
p. 2. The signatories were {in chronological order of their presidencies): William Dentzer,James 
Edwards, Harry Luau, Sinn Glass, Harald Bakken, Ray Farabee, Robert Kiley, Donald Hoffman, 
Richard Rettig, Edward Garvey, Dennis Shaul, and Greg Gallo. (U) 
144 "The Service," p. IS. See also Shaul's comments in "We Were Right," pp. 233, 362. (II)Silent 
145 KennedyLays Cl/\ CIA to Executive Decisions.'' New York Times, 22 February 1967, 
p. 17. (U) 
146 CordMeyer, Facing Reality, p. 89. (U) 
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NSA's resentment toward the CIA was exacerbated by actions taken 
by other government agencies-actions that some NSA staffers under
standably but mistakenly believed the Agency had instigated. 147 Shortly 
after the Ramparts story broke, Lhe Presidential Appeals Board of the 
Selective Service denied NSA's appeal for "occupational" draft defer
ments for six Association staffers (who thus remained in "1-A" status).148 
A few days later, the Internal Revenue Service revoked the Association's 
tax-exempt i;tatus. The timing of the two rulings looked suspicious. The 
announcements may indeed have been prompted by the 14 February rev
elations, but both agencies had been preparing these decisions for some 
time. General Hershey, under pressure to fill rising draft quotas, resented 
the antidn1ft resolution passed by the NSA Congress in August 1966.149 

The IRS had begun its review of NSA's tax-exempt status in 1965 when 
the Association changed its incorporation to the District of Columbia.
Indeed, conservatives and Southern segregationists had complained for 
years that NSA was playing politics and did not deserve tax-exempt sta
tus. 150 

For a few weeks it looked as though the bitterness and mutual sus-

picions which the Ramparts artic le spawned might well destroy the Asso
ciation. NSA's New Left minority faction-aided by sympathetic and 
detailed articles iu the New Republic and the Village Voice- tried to use 
the crisis as an opportunity to re-direct the organization's policies. 151 
Groves and his tj:!llow officers ended off the left b deliberately antago
nizing the CIA Emotionally 
scarred by the weeks of arguments and accusntions, Groves and Sher
burne turned actively hostile toward the CIA. testifying before the Sen
ate Foreign Relations Committee and even calling for a Congressional 

147 Onealleged reprisal angered Sen. J. William Fulbright. chairman of theSenate Foreign Relations 
Committee. Before the flap hit the media, Philip Sherburnehad retainedas his attorney Roger Fish
er. professor of law at IHarvard. Fisher confirmed to Senator Fulbright that an Agency officer had 
contacted him in early February to urge that Sherburne he advised to deny the NSA-CIA tic when 
the story broke (Fisher refused to pass such advice). The CIA man, whom Fisher did not name, 
assured Fisher that Sherburne would not be prosecuted hut also asserted time he was behaving ir
rationally and might be mentally unbalanced. Sec Roger Fischer to Sen. J. William Fulbright, IS 
March 1967, attached to the Groves and Stearnes testimony. Sherburne's account of theincident, 
and Fulbright'• reaction, canbe read in Sherburnetestimony, pp. 122- 123. (U) 
148 Grovestestimony, p. 151. (U) 

150 Lewis,"The 1967 Crisis in Covert Action Operations," p. 146 (Secret) (U) 
151 The questionwere "Playing 4 March 1967; and Bob Rossarticles in it Straight," New Republic, 
and Todd Gitlin, "The CIA at College: into Twilightand Back," Village Voice, March 1967. (U) 
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probe. 152 The Association broke its ties to the US Youth Council 
'.5x' the Arnerican representative in the Worl<l Assembly 

of Youth) and threatened to do the same with the International Student 
Conference unless the ISC purged itself of all CIA affiliations. 153(U) 

Tempers in NSA cooled, however. as its officers reasserted control 
over the organizution. Shortly before the NSA Congress in August, 
Groves strengthened the Association's moderate leadership by announc
ing an advantageous (for NSA) outcome to the negotiations over the 
Association's Washington headquarters. The CIA obviously could not 
honor its agreement to subsidize a 15-year rent-free lease for NSA after 
President Johnson's order to hall all subsidies to American student 
groups. DDP Desmond FitzGerald hoped to "force NSA's hand," compel
ling the Association either to buy the building or vacate the premises. 154 
But CIA had little leverage after NSA officers in June stated that the 
Association regarded the lease as "iron-clad'; Agency officials hardly 
wanted to file an embarrassing lawsuit that would evict NSA and quite 
possibly kill the Association in the bargain. 155Sensing their advantage, 
NSA officers in early August offered to assume the existing mortgage
an arrangement that gave tl1em title to the building at a price tag of about 
half its current value. 1":..CS}-

Despite an initially gloomy outlook, NSA survived its break with 
CIA. The NSA Congress that met at the University of Maryland in 
August 1967 heard loud complaints about the NSA leadership's aloofness 
and eliti:m1, but delegates resisted pressures for a radical tum and elected 
Ed Schwartz to succeed Gene Groves as presidenL The Association's 
membership ironically increased from 330 colleges to 354 in the months 
after the scandal broke, and NSA round funding from the State Depart
ment, the Office of Economic Opportunity, and the National Mental 
Health Institute, and later picked up various foundation grants. 157NSA 
lurched further leftward during the height of the antiwar protests in the 
early 1970s, but turned back toward a more moderate course a few years 
later. In 1978 it absorbed several smaller student organizations and 
changed its name to the United States Student Association. As such. it 

155Herbert H. Denton, "CIA Tries to Oust Student Tenantsfrom Their Rent-Free Headquarters " 

Washington Post, 25 June 1967.(U) 
156 Studentslo Cut Last Tie lo CIA," New YorkTimes, 12 August 1967, . 
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still represents more than 400 member schools, but its Washington head
quarters is now smaller and has moved from its S Street townhouses to a 
downtown suite on K Street, NW. (U) 

Conclusion {U) 

The covert relationship between the National Student Association 
and the Central Intelligence Agency began as a joint effort to ensure that 
the International Student Conference could be an effective 1ival lo r.he 
Communist-dominated International Union of Students. ClA gave NSA 
roughly $3.5 million through FY1966 for this purpose.158Ramparts' rev
elations wrecked this effort and fatally damaged the ISC, which disinte
grated in April 1969. (u) 

The ISC's rival, the Communist-dominated International Union of 
Students survived its own troubles and emerged from the l 960s as the 
unchallenged colossus of world student groups. The [US remained 
strong into the 1980s, cooperating with Western and Third World students 
on some issues and squabbling with them on others, but it too eventually 
fell victim to political shifts of a different order. In late 1991 the new 
democrativ government of Czechoslovakia took steps to expel several 
Communist-controlled fronts that had aided and abetted the totalitarian 
regime in Prague. The rus was among them. Alt.hough IUS survived t.his 
challenge and remains in Prague, it is a shadow of its former self. its 

website talks of financial woes, and IUS apparently had trouble sending 
officers to the 14th World Youth and Sludents Festival in Havana in 1997. 
The US Student Association was nol then a member of IUS. (ti) 

. The fates of the lSC and the lUS provide some perspective on the 
secret ClA-NSA alliance. The Central Intelligence Agency never con
trolled the National Student Association. The Association's elected offic• 
ers originally cooperated with the Agency to fight the Communist threat 
to other student organizations, and both parties soon found independent 
reasons to maintain the covert rclationshi . 5X1 

25X1 
'e5X1 C[A subsidies (as long as they remained secret) 
bought prestige and influence for NSA's national officers, enabling them 
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to perform what most regarded as a patriotic mission. This alliance dis
solved, however. when the Association abandoned the anti-Communist 
liberalism that still pervaded the Agency- that is, when the relation
ship's costs began to outweigh the benefits to both sides. (C) 

This divergence of outlooks 
manifested itself in the growing friction and distrust lhat marked 

C[A-NSA relat ions after 1963. The older 5X1 maintaining a strong 
sense of loyalty lo NSA. to the cause of international student relations, 
and to American foreign policies, contended that they had nol let the 
CIA subjugate NSA. In 1967, one former NSA president told the New 
York Times that he used to advise strong-willed people to run for NSA 
offices so that the CIA would not finally find someone it could "run all 
over.: 159 (C) 

In contrast, . 1963 the new breed of NSA oflicer.s did not share 
this sense of the imperative to fight Communism. They also, ostensibly, 
set a higher priority on honesty and the integ1ity of relationships with 
friends, colleagues, and constiruents. NSA's alliance with CIA, which 
required clandestine work with and for the government, they felt, ulti
mately poisoned that honesty and integrity. To NSA staffers such as 
Michael Wood, it seemed the US Government was trying to promote 

159 Steven End CIA TheHeldReflection of New Campus Views," New YorkV. Roberts, "Move to 
Times, 17 February 1937, p. 16.(U) 
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democrac abroad b .mti-democratic means at home.160 
Dennis Shaul 

!ooked back in August 1967 to see that the new NSA leaders represented 
" an altogether different student generation than the one six--or even 
three-years ago."' 161 

25X1 

161Wood testimony, p. 36. {II) 

••' Shuul, "Wt:. WereRight,'' p. 366 ( ll) 

secret 
132 SECRET 

--- --------- - --- ----------------- - - -------- --· 



C01514877 SECRET 

Chapter Four 

A Hidden Policy 

The A1nerican F,iends of the Middle East(S) 

The C[A's relationship with the American Friends of the Middle 
East (APME) differed in several respects from lhe other projects 
described in this study. AFME was anti-Communist to sure but its 
main mission was a specifically re gional one. 

Origins (u) 

Kermit Roosevelt Jr. in the 1940s moved in a very small circle of 
Americans-the relative handful who knew and loved the Middle East. 
Grandson of one president and cousin of another, "Kim" had taught his
tory before the war. worked under William Langer in the Research & 
Analysis Branch of !he Office of Strategic Services (OSS). and then 

'25X1 
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served as an aide to Assistant Secretary of State Dean Acheson. Later he 
worked with Stephen Penrose Jr. in the OSS station in Cairo, gathering 
agent reports from all over the Near East.2 After the war Roosevelt 
helped draft the official history of OSS and then left the government to 
concentrate on writing and speaking on Middle Eastern affairs. (U) 

During the war Stephen Penrose--and probably Kermit Roosevelt 
as well-had encountered an ambitious proposal for softening elite Arab 
opinion toward the United States. ln early 1943 an OSS officer, Lt. Col. 
Harold B. Hoskins. a textile company executive and a distant relative of 
the Dulles family. visited the Near East and subsequently tried to con
vince the US Government of the need for overt and covert programs 
aimed at spreading goodwill in the Arab world.3 Hoskins shared the con
cern of many American officials that the Arab-Jewish dispute over Pales
tine could turn Arabs against America, but his specific policy 
suggestions-such as the notion that Washington should support a Jew
ish state in Italian Cyrcnaica (modern-day Libya)-seem to have met 
with skepticism:' OSS Director William Donovan declined to endorse 
Hoskins' ideas and did not authorize his several briefings of Congress
men and Department of State officials. Nevertheless, Penrose (and OSS' 
Secret Intelligence Branch) believed that Hoskins' proposal for influenc
ing Arab religious and economic leaders merited consideration.' (ll) 

Hoskins' plan foundered on the exigencies of the wartime Anglo
American alliance. British officials had cooperated with Hoskins during 
his tour of the Near East, but British diplomats and intelligence liaison 
officials in Washington were not amused when OSS officers indiscreetly 
asked their opinion of Hoskins' actual proposals. Hoskins argued that the 
Arabs were antagonistic toward British rule, but still respected the United 
States, which had no imperial past in the region. London seems to have 
found it impolitic, at the least, for Americans to be asking for British 
comment on the notion of an expanded American influence among 
Arabs living under British authority.<• (U) 

3 Richard Harris S111i1h, OSS; The Secret Historyuj America 's First Central Intelligence Agency 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1972), p. 125. (U) 
For an overview of Hoskins' activities and plan, see Jbid. {U) 
4 HaroldB. Hoskins. Special Operations Branch, OSS, 10 Cordell Hull. Secretary of State, "'The 
PresendSituation in the Nenr East," 20 April 1943, Nutional Archives and Records Adminislration, 
Record Group 226, Entry 180, microfilm roll 110, (declassified). (U) 
'For Donovan 's reaction and lhc 11l1im:11e fate of Hoskins' scheme, see William J. Donovan, Direc
tor, Office or Strategic Services, to lnspcclor General, OSS, "Lt. Col. Harold D. Hoskins," 16 June 
1943, (declassilied). Stephen Penrose Jr., Secret Intelligence Branch, to Whitney Shephardson, 
Chief, Secret Intelligence Branch, "Consesus of Desk Opinion on Colonel Hoskins' Report of 
January 14, 1943," 26 January 1943, (declassilied). Hoth documents are at National Archives and 
Records Administration, Record Group 226. Entry I80. microfilm roll I10 (11) 
'Bickham Sweet-Fascott, Baker Street Irregular (London: Methuen, 1965), pp. I135-137.(U) 
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The postwar dispute over Jewish emigration to the Holy Land 
revived questions of America's stature in the Middle East. Kermit 
Roosevelt soon joined the public debate. An outspoken opponent of Zion
ism and critic of President Truman's support for a Jewish state, Roosevelt 
co-founded the short-lived Committee for Justice and Peace in the Holy 
Land to oppose the partition of Palestine. Although the Committee folded 
when the state of Israel won its independence in 1948, several of its 
members and supporters continued to write and speak on the Palestine 
issue. More than a few committee members were friends of Kermit 
Roosevelt, and they would go on to become the early leaders of the 
American Friends of the Middle East. These people included retired Bar
nard College dean Virginia Gildersleeve, the Rev. Dr. Garland Evans 
Hopkins, diplomat Harold B. Minor, and two consultants to the Arab
American Oil Company (Arumco), James Terry Duce and William A 
Eddy. 1 (U) 

Kermit Roosevelt subsequently explained his views in his book 
Arabs, Oil and History (1949). America had overlooked and misunder
stood "the Orient," he complained, and he dedicated his volume to 

my friends in all parts of the Middle East, with affection aud 
hope for success in their labors to build better societies. I 
have written with the conviction that understanding between 
the Middle Eastmid Amcricu is vi tal to both. Each has much 
to offer, and to learn. 

Americans, according to Roosevelt. had to recognize that Arabs regarded 
Washington's talk about democracy and self-determination as hypocriti
cal as long as America allied itself with the French and British empires 
and indulged Israel (which Roosevelt called the region's "newest so
called democracy"). Moscow was just waiting for the withdrawaJ of the 
Western imperial powers and the likely failure of American leadership. 
Such a failure was inevitable, said Roosevelt, if Washington did not rec
ognize that its interest lay in mu·turing the indigenous humanistic values 
of the region rather than imposing political and social ideas that had 
developed in specifically Western contexts. Washington's assessment of 
Palestine particularly vexed Roosevelt, who argued that Congress, the 
White House. and the news media had all been swayed by aggressive 
Zionist propaganda. While acknowledging that both the Arabs and the 
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Zionists had a measure of justice 0 11 their sides. Roosevelt complained 
that Americans who had tried to engage in responsible debate over the 
nation 's Palestine pol icy had been tarred by un fo unded cha rges of an ti
Semitism. . As a result. he contended. America had weakened its friends in 
the region moderate Jews as well as progressive Arabs---and now had 
no coherent policy for the Middle East. 8 (l.l) 

8 Kermit Roosevelt. Arabs, Oil and History:TheStory of the Middle East (New York: Harper & 
Row. 1949 pp 260 -262. 256-171. (c) 
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Roosevelt's thoughts on Palestine hardly broke new ground. Many 
American diplomatic and military leaders had quietly opposed President 
Truman's recognition of Israel. Anti-Semitism was not the principal root 
of this opposition, which stemmed rather from the belief that the Jewish 
immigrants in Palestine were hopelessly outnumbered by their Arab 
foes, and that American support for the quixotic ideal of a Jewish state 
needlessly provoked Arab anger, could endanger Western oil supplies, 
and might enable Moscow to gain new influence in the region. President 
Truman and his advisers might also have conceded the truth of Kermit 
Roosevelt's complaint that Zionism's proponents could (and did) bring 
significant public pressure to bear on American leaders even though 
many American Jews had not made up their own minds about the wis
dom of a Jewish state in Palestine. 9(U) 

At roughly the same lime that he finished Arabs, Oil and History, 
Roosevelt applied for a position with Frank Wisner's new Office of Pol
icy Coordination and began working as a consultant while the CIA pro
cessed his paperwork. Ry this point he seems to have been one of a 
number of American officials who concluded that US policies-and per
haps some US diplomats as well-had become entirely too friendly 
toward the new state of Israel. Wisner's deputy, Merritt Ruddock, 
received and carefully filed a Jetter written by a "Mrs. Kimball" discuss
ing the attitudes of prominent Americans in Beirut in that March of 1949: 

Mrs. Bowie took me for an Hour's drive and to her apart
ment, up five flights of stairs. Her husband, K. Roosevelt, 
Sands-all [American I Legation people there. [StephenJ Pen
rose came here for supper with me and all cocktailing in the 
bar with lhe Roosevelts. Met a Frenchman of the Peace Com
mission trying to settle things wiih Israel-Lebanon, etc. 
Jews won't sign anything, want everything. Everybody is 
mad and exhausted with them. They laid waste one village-
women, men, children a la [L]idice only bigger and it has 
never been in the newspapers. No one understands why the 
Jews are given an Embassy-indeed everything just so Arabs 
are insulted. (James G.I McDonald is now Ambassador and 
so pro-Jew he allowed the CIA man who was on the track of 

9 Forthe Truman administration's debates over Isreal, see Harry S Truman, Memoirs, Volume 2, 
Years of Trial and Hope (Gorden City, NY: Doublcduy, I 956), pp. 149-165; Clark Clifford, Counsel 
to the President: A Memoir (New York: Random House, 1991 ), pp. 3-25. (U) 
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Russian spies to be recalled. All of this I get from Steve. I 
asked him to write all he could to Wiz or Merritt. it will be the 
tnuh told better than I can lell it secondhand [spelling and 
punctuation in original]. 10 (U) 

Soon after this meeting in Beirut. Kermit Roosevelt proposed an 
OPC psychological warfare project to exacerbate "the fundamental con
flict between the world of Islam and Soviet Communism." Roosevclt·s 
idea resembled Lt. Col. Hoskins' plan of 1943. with Communism substi
tuted for fascism as the alien ideology su osedly on the verge of gaining 
new adherents in the Near East. 

X 

Some-
one in OPC wrote up Roosevelt's idea ______ 
was done to implement it. 12 (S) 

Roosevelt himself modified the plan after he joined OPC full-time 
in November 1949. The following Ap1il he drafted another proposal for 
an a program of action breathtaking in its scope 
and ambitiousness. With some well-placed agents and timely propaganda, 
Roosevelt argued. OPC could exploit the "latent religious fervor of the 
Orient" and convince people from North Africa to Japan that their proph
ets and holy rnen had seen anti-Communist visions and portents. "The 
atmosphere is right for a new revelation." one that could unite the peo- . 
ples of the East, perhaps even under a combined leadership, in a com
mon struggle against atheistic Communism. OPC could set this plan io 
motion by creating a small steering group 5X1 
SX1 for detailed information on Eastern doctrines and customs. 

Scouts wou ldfind and recruit "live talent" in the tield, the OPC-inspired 

9 Extracts from lettersfrom Mrs. Kimball," 24 March 1949. Information Management Staff Job 
78-04938R, box I , folder I (unclassified) Mrs. Kimball may well have been Hazel Monona Kim
ball, wife of the Department nf State 's Assistant Secretary for Administration Arthur A. Kimball. 
S1ephen Penrose had moved on from OSS to serve as President of the American University of 

Beruit. ' 
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visions would begin to come, propaganda operations would promote the 
strange "signs." and soon a wave of imitators would surge forward to 
confirm the new revelation." (U) 

With Frank Wisner's apparently puzzled endorsement, Roosevelt's 
newly created Near East and Africa Di ls' NEA) set to work on 

but progress was slow. 14 
ooseve t notedin ctober 1950 thal any project of such magnitude had 

to proceed carefully, adding that NEA had taken only preliminary steps 
toward "the creation of un Jslamic cultural organization for cover pur
poses." 15This interim :step would become the American Friends of the 
Middle East: in February 1951 NEA resolved to concentrate first on 
Islamic anti-Communism, waiting until later to apply the lessons learned 
to similar projects among the other Eastern faiths. 16(s) 

Additional impelus soon cume from the White House in the form 
of NSC 47/5 (approved by President Truman on 17 March 1951), which 
proposed to reverse the regional trend toward neutralism by strengthening 
several Arab states (and Israel) to make them more resistant to Soviet 
designs. NSC 47/5 did not mention covert action as such, but it did call 
for an expanded and intensified psychologicaJ effort. OPC planners 
understood this to apply to themselves. 19(s) 

Early in 195 l NEA began organizing "a committee of persons 
interested in the cultural and spiritual aspects of Middle Eastern affairs •· 
The committee woulcl serve as the 

joined by journalist and pundit Dorothy 
Thompson, who had recently returned from a tour of the Middle East 

25X1 

I The NSCgave a similarly general endorsements in NSC 29/1 the next year; see 
"UnitedStates Objectives and Policies with respect to the Arab states and Israel," 24 April 1952, 
in Department of State, Foreign Relations of the United States, Volume IX, The Near and Middle 

214East, Part J(Washington:Government Printing Office 1986) i 
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(underwritten by the Departm.enl of State). Thompson had advised OSS 
chief William Donovan on Germany during the war, and in 1946 she 
became interested in the Pulestine issue. She applied the same gritty inde-
pendcm:e to this controversy that she employed in all of her writings on 
world affairs, refusing to back away from controversy even after the New 
Yurk Post dropped her "On the Record" column because of her opposi-
tion to Zionism. 19(,Sr 

rn May 1951, fhompson hosted a meeting of Mid-
dle East experts in her New York City apartment. 20 Most of those present 
signed on to become charter members of a new, nonprofit organization to 
be called the American Friends of the Middle East. 
25X1 
25X1 Full-page ads in the New York Time. and Hera Tribune 

soon announced the group's formation and solicited 

According to the ZRTlNDER project proposal, no American groups in 
the region were opposing the Communists or presenting the United States 
in n favorable light NEA wanted to convince Islam of the need for ecu-
menical unity against Communism, and to foster "a broader understand
ing among the American public of the importance of the area and of its 

Peter Kurth, American Cassandra: The Life of Dorothy Thompson (Boston: Little Brown&. Co., 
I990) pp. 33 I, 359, 382-385. Marion K. Sanders, Dorothy\ Thompson: A Legend in Her Time (Bos-
ton: Houghton Mifflin 973 . 335. (U) 
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Columnist Dorothy Thompson was one ofAFME's most 
prominent early members. (II) 

spiritual and cultural values." AFME would pass itself off as a private, 
non-protit organization dedicated to demonstrating the interest and 
friendliness of · its people.America and 
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AII'ME's Early Yea11; (s) 

By the end of 1951, the Amcricun Friends of the Middle East was 
off and running. AFME opened its Now York headquarters on East 57th 
Street wilh Dorothy Thompson as President. She soon hired Kermit 
Roosevelt's friend Garland Hopkins, who had become an associate editor 
of the Christian Century, to run AFME's affairs as its Executive Vice 
President. 
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Clergyman and writerGarland Evans Hopkins brought energy 
and controversy to A FME. Ill) 

AFME's Executive Vice President, Garland Hopkins, the chance to make 
a name for his young organization Energetic and enthusiastic. Hopkins 
constantly suggested plans and initiatives to AFME's board X 

He had long taken a partisan line on the Palestine issue. 
convincing officials in the United States and Israel that his sympathies lay 
with the Arabs.18 (S) 

Under Hopkins's direction, AFME undertook a bewildering variety 
of activities, many of them dedicated to enhancing understanding 
between Christian and Muslim commentators. The organization pro
duced pamphlets anti films; sent prominent Americans and Arabs 011 

exchange visits; opened overseas offices where it advised foreign stu
dents interested in studying in the United States; sponsored lecture tours, 

18 USEmbassy Tel Aviv cable 140, 7 June 1949. 
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