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MEMORANDUM O F CON.£ ERENCE WilH 'IHE PR ESIDENT 
January 3, 1961 

Others pre1ent: Secretaries Herter, Merchant, Mr. 
Allen Dulles, Mr. Richard Bissell, Secretaries 
Gates, Douglas, Anderson, GenerQ.J. Lemnitzer, 
Mr. Gordon Gray, General Goodpaster 

'Ihis discussion (on Lao1) followed an earlier dbcuesion on 
the subject of Cuba, on which Mr. Gray 1• reportina separately. 
Mr . Herter showed the President a letter he had just received 
from Lord Home on policy and actiona to be ta.ken with regard 
to the situation in Laos. The President read the letter very 
carefully, and kept a copy for his file,. Mr. Herter then 11aid 

that the Laotian a•aembly was euppoeed to be meeting sometime 
that day, and the intent ii that it will legitimize the Boun Own 
aovernment. He said that the French were a little less adamant 
againat conaiderlng this matter in a SEATO meetina held 
yesterday. .At this meeting our representative gave intel­
ligence lnformation on the altuation in Lao• and the French did 
not object, indic&tlna in fact that their intelligence agree& with 
oura. General Lemnitzer commented that the French 1hould 
have the best intelligence of anyone concerning Lao• lnasmuch 
as the military ae•i•tance group there is } rench. 

Mr. Herter •aid that 1'v1arebal Sa.rlt is bein& very cautious 
about taking mllitary action in the area Wllea1 he la &iven 
SEATO backing. Specifically, he ia very •low regardina the 
use of the RT- 33• for reconnaiasance purpoaee. General 
Lemnitzer 1ald hh understanding ii that Sarlt just has not 
asreed as yet. not nece■ sarily that he 111 opposed or reluctant 
to do eo. Secretary Gate• thought that Sarit probably wants 
more assurance than he ha1 had 110 far. 

Th• President commented that Lord Home 1e argument is all 
very flne about the beat way internationally of approa.china thie 
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problem. But the harsh fact• are that l! the Communiat1 eat&bllsh 
a etrona position in La.01, the Weet hi finhhed ln the whole 
eoutheaat Asian a.rea. He eaid he was in full agreement that 
we muet do everythin& that can be done by peaceful mean• before 
&oin& beyond thi1. Mr. Herter said that the State Department 
ia leaning toward the idea of bringing in the ICC. Up until now 
the Indiana have favored the Souvanna Phourna government, and 
we could not a.fiord to brina in the ICC lest it confirm Souvanna 
Phouma as the leaal a~thorlty. He thought that bringing in the 
ICC is better than takina the matter into the UN. The President 
eaid he thought that if the Boun Cum government becomes recog­
nized, we would then be in position to make use of the ICC. 

General Lemnitzer then gave a report on the military situation 
in Lao1 from the day'• JCS military situation report. Mr. 
Bissell 1tated that one B•26 ahould be in the area and ready to 
operate, u1lng CAT pilot,. Jidditlonal B-Z6s should be arriving 
shortly. 

Mr. Herter then suggested that it misht be desirable to make 
a pree s release bringing out the subatantial size and £la.grant 
nature of the Soviet alr lift. Mr. Dulles said there le a close 
question involved reaardina thia use of special intelli&ence, par­
ticularly with reaa.rd to day by day figures. All things considered, 
however, he wa.e prepared to agree to ita use. The President 
said the phra.s1n& of the statement would be important. He thouiht 
a statement cou.ld be :made th.at at least so many aircraft operated 
during thil period. He appiroved putting out s1.1ch a statement. 

Mr. Dulle• reported that additional 'l hai volunteer communicatione 
tea.ma a.re belna formed and should be ready to operate soon. 

A . J. Goodpaster 

Brigadier General, US.A 


