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Background

South Afritea - Wiiktor Bukt,

Bout) and his associates comtinue to fig
a host of UN sanctions-bustiing amms deliveries to numerous
Affirican recipients. In recent mwnlhs, Bitid and his
orgamization have used their base in the uUhiited Arab

Y | Bwnicates and their laige fleet of Russsianduiilt aireraft to

daliver hdlicopters and sopfiisticated wesmpomry to Lilberia

(and the RUF in Sierra Leons), begun exploring possible

transactigms in illicit diamonds in Kiiggdli, Rwanda and

contimued to provide logjistical and maateriel support for r
both sides in the Ampslan cenffilict. Rutt's deslings in ;’ :
diamonds and illiciitamms have camiributed sigmificamily te 4°
comiinued high levels of bloodshed in Cienttral and Wéestern %

Afhri ca.

After a review of awvailable intelligmnce, it appears BRutt's
orgami zation has vioclated the follbwimg UNSC Sanations
Resdluttions.

e UNSC 778 - Liberia amms enlizargo by meking arms sales
and possible comtluit for diamonds frwm Sierra Leone

« UNSC 864 - amms emizargo on URITA in Amgsia

UNSC 1171 - amfins enthargo 6h the Rewoltionary Uhiited
Fromt g
e UNSC 1298 - amms enmilmrgo on Eithiopia/Eritres

Since Aupmistt, the NSC, Siate, 1o and domeestic law
enforcemant have sulixtarttizslly increased USG efforts to
gather intellipgrmee on Butit's oparations. Umtler Seoretary
Pickering has chaired an interagency neweiing te review the
range of intelliiypmece, visa denial, diplomatic, and law
enforcemeant options and comtinues to follbw closely our
international effowt against Buth.

AF DAS Wiitney Schneitiimam, in comjumciion with NSC Natiomal

Geoddimator Richard Clarke's office, has engaged the &
government of Souwth Affirica, notably with Dugpuiy Farelgn ( frica?)
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Minister Pahad, on Butt. During 1997-1998, Butt operated
extensively out of Swaziland and is believed to have bribed
Swazi civil air authorities for licenses and registration
for as many as 50 transport aircraft. The licenses were
revoked in 19985 Aircraft belonging to Butt have also

flown missions between Luanda and Johannesburg as recently oA
as July-August 2000.
y-Aug ,-W’X’
X% (2

Deputy FM Pahad and others assure us that they are .(v' 0#’ 4C

committed to a thorough investigation of Butt’s activities V“c,( ) ez
and to exploring potential legal actions against hinm, o
including a possible request for his extradition from the «w* 0.\'6 v

United Arab Emirates. Schpeidman and a support team hope S Q,\‘—*‘P’t‘\(
to travel to South Africa in mid-December to advance the Vo'@a,'n Q’(":’,,.\b"
effort. Raising the issue with President Mbeki and Foreign.mx"c'e' \ﬂJ
Minister Zuma, acknowledging cooperation and encouraging o' ¥ q-O" v
additional action against Butt will energize the South X H‘e v er
Africans further and can strengthen bilateral cooperation "V“ ﬁ\"“

in mutual support of an important U.N.-mandated goal. €
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Albright Trip: Victor Butt, UN Sanctions Buster
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Drafted by AF/RA% R Walsef\
12/4/2001 ext. 7-5803 %

Cleared by: AF: S Rice
AF: W Schneidman ok
AF/RA: C Snyder ok
AF/S:Arender ok

P: R Meyer ok

S/P: C Karp ok

L/AF: G Taft ok
IO/PHO: D Hinckley ok
INR/AA: S Weigert subs
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