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—Confidential-

Several efforts are underway to limit weapons deliveries to the region, including the
regionally initiated Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
conventional arms moratorium. The moratorium, signed by 16 countries in October 1998,
calls for a three-year (renewable) ban on the manufacture, import, and export of light
weapons. A ban on arms transfers to conflict areas and efforts to control diamond
smuggling are unlikely to succeed unless African governments develop the political will,
legislation, and regulatory infrastructure required to address the problem.

o The government of Togo—while serving as host to the UN’s regional disarmament
center—has provided false end-user certificates to facilitate amms shipments to

UNITA, according to press reporting.

e In March 1999, government officials in Burkina Faso—an ECOWAS member and
moratorium signatory—appear to have facilitated the Ukrainian arms shipment of
light weapons to UN embargoed-Liberia tbr%;ﬁhmovision of an end user certificate
and allowing transshipment of the weapons.j5, "> . |
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