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CHIMA: THE FIRST OPERATIONAL MING-CLASS AT TACK 
SUBMARINE HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AT THE LU-SHUN SUB­
MARINE BASE ON THE LIAOTUNG PENINSULA IN RCCEN T 
SATELLIT E PHOTOGRAPHY. 

TWO MING-CLASS SU9MARINES WERE FIRST SEEN FIT­
TI NG OU T IN 1971 , ONE AT WU- CHANG NEAR UU-HAN AND 
iHE OTHER AT KIANG-NAN I N SHANGHAI. BOTH PROBABLY 
BECAME OPERATIONAL AFT£R A FITTING OUT PERIOD OF 
SIX TO NINE MONTHS . 

THE MING-CLASS RESEMBLES THE R-CL ASS 9UT IS 
BROAbER IN THE BEAM AND HAS A STERN FIN , THE CHI­
NESE PROE ASLV HAVE MADE INTERNAL MObIFICATIONS, 
INCLUDING AN ADDITIONAL ENGINE AND MORE ~TORAGE 
BA TT ERIES. 

CHINA ~S OPERATIONAL INVENTORY Of SOME 53 SUB­
MARINES INCLUDES ABOUT 26 R-CLASS UNITS. THE CHI­
NES E ARE TURNING OUT EIG HT TO TEN R-CLASS SUB MARI NES 
PER YEAR, BUT TH~ RATE Of PROT>IICTTON OF MING- CL AS S 
UNITS IS NOT KNOWN • CIA StaMe 
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