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USSR: Last week the Soviets used one launch 
vehicle to orbit eight satellites that are believed 
to be a part of a store-dump communications relay 
system. In contrast to the real-time relay systems, 
store-dump satgllitgs can receive and record enci 
phered messages and some time later transmit them, 
probab ly on command while over the Soviet Union 
under more secure circumstances. The program began 
in 1964 and at present 24 · of the satellites are 
transmitting . There are indications that the sys
tem is operational, but the 50X1 ex
act mission of these satelliLes nave noL oeen icten
tified. The satellites could have applications for 
military or agent communications. The Soviets have 

50X1 
50X1 two real-time communica
tions satellite systems--Molniya 1 and 2--already 
in service. The Soviets have cloaked the store-dump 
comrnunxcations satellite program in secrecy, an
nouncing after each launch that the satellites are 
for space research. CIAStatute 
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